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“God is the fountain, author, parent, and commander of love.”
Matthew Henry
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• Love’s Origin (v. 7-8)

”Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God and 
whoever loves has been born of God and knows God. Anyone 

who does not love does not know God, because God is love.”

A child of God should possess the same nature as God, 
which is love.
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We have an obligation to love others BECAUSE
we have been recipients of God’s great love.
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”Propitiation” = to appease or satisfy God’s wrath.

God’s love was costly and self-initiated.
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”No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, 
God abides in us and his love is perfected in us.”

People will be able to see God 
through the loving actions of his children.
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