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From Promise to the Cross: The Stronger Promise  

Luke 11:14–28 

The Illusion of Neutral Ground 

It is a loud day in Jerusalem. Crowds are lining the streets. Cloaks are 

thrown down. Palm branches are waving. Voices are rising: “Hosanna! 

Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord!” 

It feels like celebration. It looks like victory. But Palm Sunday is not as 

simple as it seems. There’s a moment in history that feels a lot like Palm 

Sunday. 

In 1938, when Neville Chamberlain returned to England after meeting with 

Adolf Hitler, he stepped off the plane waving a piece of paper and declared, 

“Peace for our time.” 

Crowds cheered. People celebrated. It felt like victory. But what they didn’t 

realize… was that the very thing they were celebrating was setting the stage 

for devastation. They misread the moment. They celebrated what they 

thought was peace…But it wasn’t peace at all. 

Palm Sunday is like that. The crowd is cheering. They think they 

understand what Jesus has come to do. But they don’t. And the danger is… 

we can do the exact same thing. We can celebrate a version of Jesus… 

That doesn’t actually exist.  

Because underneath the celebration… there is conflict. 

The same city that shouts “Hosanna” will soon shout “Crucify.” 

The same people who welcome Him will reject Him. 

Why? 

Because many people want what Jesus can do… but not who He is. They 

want His power—but not His authority. They want His help—but not His 

rule. And if we’re honest… we’re not so different. 

We want a Jesus who fixes our problems…But not a King who commands 

our lives. 

We want a Savior we can call on…But not a Lord we must bow to. 



2 
 

So here is the question that sits underneath Palm Sunday… and underneath 

this passage: If Jesus is stronger than all powers (including evil)… what will 

you do with Him? 

I. The Reality of Spiritual Conflict (vv. 14–16) 

Luke tells us that Jesus casts out a demon. A man who could not speak is 

suddenly able to speak again. It is a moment of power. A moment of mercy. 

A moment of undeniable authority. And how do people respond? 

Not with unity—but with division. Some are amazed. Some accuse Him: 

“He casts out demons by Beelzebul.” Others demand more: “Show us 

another sign.” 

Three responses: Amazement. Accusation. Skepticism.  

And here’s what we need to see: The presence of Jesus does not 

create division—it reveals it.  

Imagine walking into a completely dark room. At first, everything feels 

calm. Still. Undisturbed. But then someone flips on the light. And 

suddenly—you see everything. 

Dust in the air. Dirt on the floor. Things you didn’t even know were there. 

The light didn’t create the mess. It revealed it. That’s what Jesus does. 

When He steps into a life…When He steps into a room…When He steps into 

a heart…He exposes what was already there. And people don’t always 

respond with joy. Sometimes they respond with resistance. 

Because light is wonderful, unless you’re trying to hide something. 

Jesus steps into the moment, and suddenly what’s already in people’s 

hearts comes to the surface. Because there is a reality we often ignore: 

There is a spiritual conflict happening all around us. 

We like to imagine a neutral world. A calm middle ground. A place where 

we can observe Jesus from a safe distance. But Scripture does not give us 

that option. 
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When Jesus moves, lines are drawn. When Jesus speaks, hearts are 

exposed. When Jesus acts, people must respond. And here’s the truth we 

don’t like to admit: Neutrality is not a position—it’s an illusion. 

You are responding to Jesus… even right now. 

II. The Logic of Jesus’ Authority (vv. 17–23) 

Jesus answers His critics, and He does it with clarity and force. First, He 

dismantles their logic. “A kingdom divided against itself is laid waste.” In 

other words: If Satan is casting out Satan… his kingdom is collapsing. 

That accusation doesn’t make sense. Then He presses further: 

“Your own people cast out demons—what about them?” Their standard is 

inconsistent. But then Jesus makes the decisive statement: “If it is by the 

finger of God that I cast out demons, then the kingdom of God has come 

upon you.” 

The finger of God. That’s not a random phrase. It reaches all the way back 

to Egypt… when Pharaoh’s magicians finally admit defeat and say: “This is 

the finger of God.” 

In other words: What God did to Pharaoh…He is now doing to the kingdom 

of darkness. This is not a trick. This is not borrowed power. This is divine 

authority breaking into enemy territory. The Strong Man 

And then Jesus gives us a picture.  A strong man, fully armed, guarding his 

house. Everything inside belongs to him. No one can take it. No one can 

touch it. Until…A stronger man comes. He attacks. He overpowers. 

He strips away the armor. He takes what was once guarded. 

Imagine a house that’s been taken over. A dangerous man has broken in, 

tied up the family, and claimed everything inside. The doors are locked. 

The windows are sealed. No one is getting out. Now imagine someone 

stronger shows up. 

He doesn’t knock politely. He breaks in. He confronts the intruder. 

Overpowers him. Frees the family. And walks them out into safety. 

That’s the picture Jesus is giving. 
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We tend to think of ourselves as basically free people who just need a little 

help. Jesus says—no. Apart from Him, we are held captive. And salvation is 

not assistance. It’s rescue. 

Jesus is telling us: Satan is the strong man. But Jesus is the stronger 

one. 

He is not negotiating with darkness. He is not coexisting with evil. He is 

invading. He is reclaiming. He is taking back what has been held captive. 

And this moment is just a preview. Because the cross is coming. 

And at the cross, Jesus will not be defeated—He will disarm. He will strip 

away the power of sin. He will break the grip of death. He will expose the 

enemy as powerless before Him. So when Jesus says: “Whoever is not with 

me is against me…” He is not being harsh. He is being honest. 

There is no middle ground in a war. There is no neutral space in a kingdom 

conflict. You are either with Him…Or you are against Him. 

III. The Danger of Empty Transformation (vv. 24–26) 

Then Jesus gives a warning. A demon leaves a person. The house is swept. 

Clean. Put in order. Everything looks better. But nothing fills the space. So, 

the demon returns… and brings seven more with him. 

And the final condition is worse than the first. What is Jesus saying? An 

empty life is not a safe life.  

Imagine someone buys an old house. They go in and clean it up. They 

remove the trash. Scrub the floors. Paint the walls. It looks better. 

But they never fix the foundation. They never secure the doors. 

They never move in. So the house sits empty. And eventually… someone 

else comes in. And this time, it’s worse than before. 

That’s what Jesus is warning about. You can clean up your life. You can quit 

something. You can start something. You can improve habits. But if Jesus 

doesn’t take residence, you’re still unprotected. Because your life was never 

meant to be empty. It was meant to be inhabited. 

We think: “If I can just clean things up… I’ll be okay.”  
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Fix some behavior. Improve our morality. But Jesus is not in the business 

of just cleaning people up. He is reclaiming territory. 

Because if Jesus does not fill your life… something else will. You cannot 

remain empty. And this is where so many people live: Better behavior… but 

no new heart. Religious activity… but no real surrender. External change… 

but no internal transformation. And eventually, it collapses. 

Because freedom without fullness leads to vulnerability. Jesus 

didn’t come just to remove darkness. He came to replace it with His 

presence.  

IV. The True Blessed Life (vv. 27–28) 

A woman in the crowd calls out: “Blessed is the mother who bore you!” She 

assumes the greatest blessing is being near Jesus. Connected to Jesus. 

Associated with Jesus. But Jesus redirects: 

“Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and keep it.” Do you 

hear what He’s saying? The blessed life is not about proximity. It’s about 

obedience. Not admiration. Not association. Not fascination. But 

submission. 

It is possible to be impressed by Jesus… and not belong to Him. 

There are people who know everything about a famous athlete like LeBron 

James. They know his stats. His history. His greatest games. They can talk 

about him for hours. 

But they’ve never met him. They don’t belong to his team. They don’t follow 

his leadership. Knowledge is not relationship. And admiration is not 

allegiance. You can know a lot about Jesus, and still not belong to Him. 

It is possible to admire Him and still resist Him. The blessed life is not 

found in liking Jesus. It is found in listening to Him… and obeying 

Him. 

Palm Sunday Connection 

And now we come back to the crowd. They are shouting “Hosanna!” But 

they misunderstand Him. They want a conqueror…But not a crucified King. 
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They want victory…But not surrender. They want liberation…But not 

lordship. But what they cannot see is this: Jesus is conquering. Just not in 

the way they expect. 

He is not overthrowing Rome. He is overthrowing sin. He is not defeating 

Caesar. He is defeating Satan. He is not taking a throne by force. He is 

going to a cross… to win the ultimate victory.  

Conclusion: The Stronger One Stands Before You 

There is a real battle. There is a real enemy. And there is a real Savior. And 

He is stronger. He has already begun the victory. And the cross will seal it. 

But this is not just a story to admire. It is a question to answer. So here it is: 

Are you with Him? 

Not: Do you like Him? Do you agree with Him? Do you admire Him? But: 

Are you with Him? Because you are not neutral. You are either held 

captive…Or being set free. 

There’s a moment in every fight, battle, and war when a line is crossed. 

No more observing. No more waiting. No more watching from a distance. 

You either step forward or you step back. You either engage or you walk 

away. And once that moment comes—there is no neutral ground left. 

That’s this moment. Not just in the text. But right here. Right now. 

And here is the good news: The strong man has been overpowered. Jesus 

has authority over sin. Authority over darkness. Authority over death. 

And He offers you freedom from sin and victory over darkness. He offers 

you a new life filled with His presence. Not just a cleaned-up life. But a 

claimed life. 

Final Call 

The stronger One has come. And He is not asking for your opinion. He is 

calling for your allegiance. Will you follow Him? 


