
Page 1 of 8 

                   
   
Date:   December 2-3, 2017 
Speaker: Paul McIlwraith, Teaching Pastor 
Scripture: Leaning Into Christmas-Love vs Apathy 

Did anyone see this picture last week on social 

media or in maybe in the local newspaper? I saw it 

and it caught my attention. I went searching for the 

background story. The photo was taken on 

November 22. It is a touching picture of a 

Paramedic standing next to a woman on a stretcher. 

She would pass away only a few days after this 

photo was taken. They are looking out towards the 

picturesque Fraser Island from Hervey Bay in 

Australia.  

 

The paramedic crew were transporting a patient to 

the palliative care unit of the local hospital and the 

patient, this woman expressed the desire to just be 

at the beach and see the ocean one last time. Going 

above and beyond their duty, the crew took a 

diversion from their daily schedule and drove to this 

amazing beach to give the patient her dying wish. 

When asked what she was thinking as she gazed out 

over the water, the woman responded through tears, 

‘I’m at peace, everything is right’.  

 

When interviewed after the photo had caused such a 

social media sensation, one of the paramedics 

stated, “Sometimes it is not the 

medication/training/skills – sometimes all you need 

is empathy to make a difference!” 

About the same time, I came across that picture in 

the news, I also read this entry on the Panera Bread 

Facebook page. Have you ever heard of Panera 

Bread restaurants? I think they are mostly in the US 

which is unfortunate because their food is actually 

quite good. This is a customer testimonial written 

on the Panera Bread Facebook page. It got almost 1 

million likes.   

My grandmother is passing soon with cancer. I 

visited her the other day and she was telling me 

about how she really wanted soup, but not hospital 

soup because she said it tasted "awful" she went on 

about how she really would like some clam chowder 

from Panera Bread.  

Unfortunately, Panera only sells clam chowder on 

Friday. I called the manager Sue and told them the 

situation. I wasn't looking for anything special just 

a bowl of clam chowder. Without hesitation she said 

absolutely she would make her some clam chowder. 

When I went to pick it up they wound up giving me a 

box of cookies as well. It’s not that big of a deal to 

most, but to my grandma it meant a lot. I really 

want to thank Sue and the rest of the staff from 

Panera…. for making my grandmother so happy in 

the midst of a very difficult time.  

A little gesture of kindness, empathy and love can 

make such a difference in the lives of people, can’t 

it? Maybe you too have been on the receiving end 

of such a gesture. So caring and thoughtful, it made 

a huge impact on your life. 

Or maybe you have been on the other end of the 

spectrum. Involved in a situation where a person or 

company refused to budge. Refused to do anything 

above and beyond the minimal expectations. 

Perhaps you have experienced it with a cell phone 

provider, or an airline or a customer service 

representative. They just didn’t seem to care. A 

rather large Government agency made the news this 

week.   

According to a report released in November, this 

Agency has been blocking customer calls to make it 

look like their call centres were hitting their 

mandate to answer 75 to 80 per cent of calls within 

two minutes or less. While this agency was claiming 

an incredible success rate, it was discovered that 

they failed to answer about ½ of the estimated 54 

million calls that came in during a one year period.  
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More startling was that an outside auditor 

discovered that in those calls that they did answer, 

30 % of the time, the information they were giving 

to people was wrong. Only answer half the calls. 

Give wrong information in 30% of those calls you 

did answer and at the end of the day, calling it a 

success. We have a name for that, Apathy.  

They were apathetic. Indifferent. And when you 

encounter those types of situations, it leaves you 

feeling frustration and discouraged, doesn’t it? 

Empathy versus Apathy. Love and compassion 

versus indifference.  

If you have been with us this fall, you know that we 

have been in a message series for the past 12 weeks, 

entitled, The Story. It is a journey through the entire 

bible and every ministry area in the church is 

involved in this adventure. It will take us 31 weeks 

in total, so we will conclude in June 2018. But 

along the way, we will take a couple little breaks. 

Today marks our first break. We pause in The Story 

until the New Year so we can spend the next four 

weeks preparing our hearts for Christmas.  

This Christmas, we wanted to do something a little 

different with our message series. Instead of 

focusing on the traditional themes of Christmas; the 

nativity, Mary and Joseph, the star, the angels, the 

shepherds and Wise men, the animals, the manger 

and the little baby. All great stuff. But this 

Christmas, we wanted to narrow it all down and 

place our emphasis on Jesus. Not necessarily, baby 

Jesus.  

Not necessarily 12 year-old Jesus in the temple. Not 

necessarily his early carpentry years before his 

ministry began, or his final years on earth spent 

preaching and teaching. But just Jesus. His life and 

his ministry. What do we learn from Jesus in 

scripture that we can apply to our lives?  

So, the focus of this series will be on Jesus and it 

will also be on the four themes of Advent. 

Christmas is the season of Advent. Advent comes 

from the Latin word, Adventus which means 

coming. During this time in the Christian calendar, 

we as Christians remember the coming of Jesus into 

the world and we anticipate a time when he will 

come again and consummate his eternal Kingdom.  

Do you remember the four themes of Advent? Love, 

Joy, Peace and Hope. What did Jesus’s life and 

ministry teach us about these four themes and how 

do we, as followers of Jesus, incarnate these 

qualities when the world so often wants to flip them 

around.  

Instead of Joy, the world throws at us, sorrow. 

Instead of peace, the world is more about discord. 

Instead of Hope, the world can become a place of 

despair and instead of love, the world can be a very 

apathetic place. Can’t it? We can be apathetic 

people, can’t we? 

As some of you know, I have been out of 

commission for almost two weeks. On Wednesday, 

Nov. 22, I had surgery. Not major surgery but I had 

been waiting for two years so it was good to have it 

done. All went well, but what surprised me over the 

last week and a half of recovery was not so much 

the pain but how tired I was. I have slept a lot in the 

past ten days.  

And this may be a little TMI, too much information 

for you, but my care and concern about my personal 

appearance was at an all-time low. I had exactly one 

shower in the week following my surgery. I brushed 

my hair and shaved, exactly zero times. I changed 

my clothes, once. In a week. Oh, I would lie there in 

bed and sense that the T Shirt needed to come off 

that day, but the energy level and “give a care” 

meter just simply won’t allow it. All I wanted to do 

is sleep and everything else, phew, whatever.  

Have you ever felt like that? Apathy. And just to 

clarify, I am not talking about a doctor diagnosed 

state of apathy related to a mental condition or 

illness. That is a serious situation that needs medical 

attention and care. But the apathy I am referring to 

is a general listlessness. It is defined by 

dictionary.com as indifference or lack of interest, 

concern or emotion; as inaction when action is 

called for. Apathy is when people don’t care, or 

when they feel so helpless that they don’t even try 

to change or fix things.  

Helen Keller once said, “Science may have found a 

cure for most evils; but it has found no remedy for 

the worst of them all- the apathy of human beings”.  

Apathy. And did you know that Apathy, is the 

opposite of love. I know, some of you would say, 
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but Paul, the opposite of love is hate. But just think 

about it. The reason some say that the opposite of 

love is hate, is because they seem to think “feeling” 

bad is the opposite of “feeling” good. But the true 

opposite of love is apathy, indifference. It’s the 

absence or numbness of any kind of feeling or 

emotion at all. True indifference is when you can 

look at that one person or thing or situation that 

once generated so much feeling and emotion in you 

and now, you’ve got nothing.  

I sit with many couples who are experiencing 

difficulty in their marriages. I can usually tell the 

state of their marriage in our first meeting. If they 

are both animated and emotional in their description 

of what is going on in their relationship, even if 

some of it is negative towards one another, I feel 

that there is some hope of restoring what they once 

had. But when a couple comes in and one or both of 

them are like, whatever. Roll their eyes, shrug their 

shoulders, let out a deep sign. I have a little more 

concern for whether they can rekindle the love 

because indifference or apathy has set in and that is 

toxic for any relationship.  

 

Apathy is the single largest problem we face today 

because it is apathy that fuels the vast number of 

social, political, economic, and environmental 

problems facing society. Apathy can be seen every 

day by people everywhere. If you don’t believe me, 

check out the schools you attend or your workplace, 

your neighbourhood. Even in the church. Read the 

newspaper, or listening to the news. You may be 

surprised to observe just how much apathy or 

indifference actually exists all around us. Apathy is 

evident in how people treat each other. In their 

schools, neighborhoods, workplaces. Bullying, 

random shootings and violence and substance abuse 

are common examples of how people today have 

not only stopped caring about themselves, but also 

about others.  

 

I noticed the London Free Press front page headline 

on Wednesday of this past week. Four attacks, 13 

teens, 40 charges. The article went on to say that 13 

teenagers from the ages of 14-18 had been arrested 

and face a number of charges in connection to 

random violent attacks targeting Fanshawe and 

Western students. But do you know what bothered 

the veteran police officers investigating this case the 

most? It was the brazen nature of the crimes. The 

suspects did nothing to conceal their identity, they 

carried out most of these attacks right out in the 

open. That is apathy. Even criminals don’t care 

enough to hide their identity. Whatever. 

 

Matt Lauer, Harvey Weinstein, Charlie Rose, Al 

Franken, Kevin Spacey, Louis CK, Greg Zaun, the 

list goes on. Do you know what all of these men 

have in common? They are all very well-known 

celebrities or public figures who have all been in the 

news over the last month for allegations related to 

sexual misconduct. For the general public, most of 

these charges caught us by surprise but for those in 

the know, those familiar with the goings on of 

Hollywood or the political arena or the news 

business will say that it was no surprise at all. This 

sort of behaviour has been going on for decades but 

it was apathy and fear that deterred anyone from 

blowing the whistle until now.  

 

Apathy. The word apathy stems from the Greek 

work apathēs (“without feeling”) 

and pathos (“emotion”). Without feeling or 

emotion. It was commonly used by the Stoics of 

Jesus’ day to describe an indifference or lack of 

concern, emotion, and feeling. Contrast that with 

the idea of love.  

 

The story is told of a skeptic who said to a rabbi, I 

will accept your Jewish faith, if you can summarize 

the entire Jewish law while I stand on one 

foot.....ready......(stand on one foot)...Go.... 

 

The rabbi replied.....Do not do to another what 

would be hurtful to you. 

 

In scripture, in the gospels, Jesus took this adage 

and flipped it upside down, put the emphasis on the 

positive. 

Matthew 7:12 

 So in everything, do to others what you 

 would have them do to you, for this sums up 

 the Law and the Prophets. 

The essence of this sentiment in the Jewish 

Scriptures, in bible and in the teachings of Jesus is 

the underlying principle of ...LOVE.... 
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Do to others as you would have them do to you. The 

very nuance of this phrase, speaks to our heart. Our 

ability and capacity to care, to take action. To move 

beyond indifference and inactivity and love another 

person. 

So what is love to you? What does love look like in 

our culture? Who or what is teaching us about love. 

Is it the TV shows we are watching? This is Us, Big 

Little lies, Game of Thrones. What are they saying 

and teaching about Love? What about the movies 

you watched this week? A Bad Mom’s Christmas. 

Lady Bird, Justice League, Wonder. The human 

longing for true love has been the story line for 

many a movie over the years. What did the movies 

you watched lately have to say about Love? What 

about the books, magazines and newspapers you 

read this week, what did they say about Love? 50 

Shades of Grey, Cosmo, People, and Reader’s 

Digest. What about the music you listened to this 

week? What was the message about Love? Because 

our music has always been about Love hasn’t it? All 

genres, all generations. Elvis with “Can’t Help 

falling in Love with You”. The Beatles, All you need 

is Love. To country music, I've Got Tears In My 

Ears From Lying On My Back Cryin' Over You. 

Now that is heartache. To today’s chart toppers, 

Despacito or What about Us- Pink. 

What is our culture telling us about love? Through 

TV, movies we watch. The books and literature, we 

read or the music, we listen to? How is Love being 

portrayed? How do we define Love in our culture 

today? Once again, I go to dictionary.com which 

describes love as a profoundly tender, warm, 

passionate affection for another person, a sexual 

passion or desire.  

In our culture, we have made love to be more and 

more about feelings and emotions that can change 

from one moment to the next, from one whim to 

another, can’t they? Our feelings change depending 

on our life circumstances and if love is based solely 

on that, then love will fluctuate and goes up and 

down and all over. That is why apathy can so 

quickly seep in, because as the Righteous Brothers 

said it best, You’ve lost that loving feeling, now it’s 

gone, gone, gone, whoa whoa, whoa. We lose the 

feeling and love is gone. And Apathy sets in.  

Can you relate to that today? Have you grown 

apathetic is some area of your life? You’ve just lost 

that loving feeling? In your words? In your actions? 

In your responses and interactions with other 

people?  

Do you know that this whole idea of love as an 

emotion runs completely counter to the ideal of love 

in Jesus’ day? In fact, the connotation of love that 

would have been most prominent all throughout the 

New Testament writings was that Love was to be 

more of an attitude. A state of mind that was not so 

easily swayed. It was steadfast in all circumstances.  

Prominent Christian author, C S Lewis writes about 

this biblical kind of Love in his classic book, Mere 

Christianity 

Love in the Christian sense does not mean an 

emotion. It is a state not of the feelings but of the 

will, which we have naturally about ourselves and 

need to have about others. 

Christian Love either towards God or towards man 

is an affair of the will. If we are trying to do his will 

we are obeying the commandment, Thou shalt love 

the Lord thy God. 

 He will give us feelings of Love if he pleases. We 

cannot create them for ourselves, and we must not 

demand them as a right.  

But the great thing to remember is that, though our 

feelings come and go, his love for us does not. 

See with God. Love is different. As followers of 

Jesus, Christians. Love is different. It comes from 

God, and it is to be steadfast and determined, like 

God, not flippant and not easily changeable. Now 

can you understand why, apathy, the opposite of 

this steadfast love is so alarming, especially in the 

lives of those of us who call themselves Christians.  

Listen to this beautiful passage written by the 

Apostle John. He is speaking these words as a 

pastor over his church that he loves.   
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1 John 4:7-8  

 Dear friends, let us love one another, for 

 love comes from God. Everyone who loves 

 has been born of God and knows 

 God. 8 Whoever does not love does not know 

 God, because God is love.  

Whoever does not love, does not know God, 

because God is love. Wow, that is a pretty heavy 

statement. And Jesus actually gives an illustration 

of this sentiment in one of his parables. In Luke 16, 

he is talking to the people around him, specifically 

the Pharisees, leaders of the day, about the things 

they love. In this case, is it God or is it money.  

Luke 16:19-31   

 “There was a rich man who was dressed in 

 purple and fine linen and lived in luxury 

 every day. 20 At his gate was laid a 

 beggar named Lazarus, covered with 

 sores 21 and longing to eat what fell from the 

 rich man’s table. Even the dogs came and 

 22 “The time came when the beggar died and 

 the angels carried him to Abraham’s side. 

 The rich man also died and was buried. 23 In 

 Hades, where he was in torment, he looked 

 up and saw Abraham far away, with Lazarus 

 by his side. 24 So he called to him, ‘Father 

 Abraham, have pity on me and send Lazarus 

 to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool 

 my tongue, because I am in agony in this 

 fire.’25 “But Abraham replied, ‘Son, 

 remember that in your lifetime you received 

 your good things, while Lazarus received 

 bad things, but now he is comforted here 

 and you are in agony. 26 And besides all this, 

 between us and you a great chasm has been 

 set in place, so that those who want to go 

 from here to you cannot, nor can anyone 

 cross over from there to us.’27 “He 

 answered, ‘Then I beg you, father, send 

 Lazarus to my family, 28 for I have five 

 brothers. Let him warn them, so that they 

 will not also come to this place of 

 torment.’29 “Abraham replied, ‘They have 

 Moses and the Prophets; let them listen to 

 them.’30 “‘No, father Abraham,’ he said, 

 ‘but if someone from the dead goes to them, 

 they will repent.’31 “He said to him, ‘If they 

 do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, 

they will not be convinced even if someone rises 

from the dead.’” 

This is a powerful story that I will preach on in 

greater detail at another time but let me just 

highlight a few things to get to the point Jesus was 

making. Interesting that there is no mention of faith 

in this passage. So, we are not really sure why the 

rich man ends up in Hades, hell when he dies and 

Lazarus ends up in heaven. The only thing we know 

about them is that Lazarus was extremely poor, a 

diseased ridden beggar and the rich man was 

someone who was not only rich but he actually 

flaunted his wealth. He dressed himself in purple 

every day, a colour that only the rich could afford 

and in fine linen. He wanted everyone to know that 

he was a man of means and he lived in luxury. He 

feasted well each day. Lazarus’ only hope for daily 

food was that he could somehow taste just the 

scraps, the crumbs that fell from the rich man’s 

banquet table. What an existence. Then they both 

die.  

You know what the audience Jesus was addressing 

on this day would have expected to happen. The 

rich man would end up in heaven and Lazarus 

would end up in Hades, because having wealth in 

this day was seen as a blessing from God for living 

a good life.  

Being poor and diseased would have been seen as a 

life cursed by God perhaps because of something 

you did wrong or a sin in your life.  

To have the rich man in Hades and the poor man, 

Lazarus in heaven would have shocked the listeners 

and Jesus gives a clue as to why it has happened this 

way. Did anyone catch it? 

Luke 16:27-30  
 27 “He answered, ‘Then I beg you, father, 

 send Lazarus to my family, 28 for I have five 

 brothers. Let him warn them, so that they 

 will not also come to this place of 

 torment.’29 “Abraham replied, ‘They have 

 Moses and the Prophets; let them listen to 

 them.’30 “‘No, father Abraham,’ he said, 

 ‘but if someone from the dead goes to them, 

 they will repent.’ 

But if someone from the dead goes to them, they 

will repent. What are the rich man’s brothers 

repenting of? What did they do wrong? Anyone? 
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Apathy. It was apathy. Their lives on earth 

demonstrated the complete opposite of love.  

In the story, Jesus says that the disease ridden 

beggar, Lazarus was laid at the gate of the home of 

the rich man every day. This would not have been 

uncommon in this day. Remember in the time of 

Jesus there were no social services like welfare or 

ODSP. If you were down and out, you relied on the 

mercy and compassion of other people. In fact, the 

Jewish people had laws written about how they 

were to give alms to the poor. They were obligated 

under their customs and laws to give a portion of 

what they had to the poor. It was also something 

that was mandated in their scriptures, from Moses 

and the Prophets. To care for the poor.  

Some friends or maybe just some people who took 

pity on him, would take Lazarus daily, to the one 

place where he had the possibility of getting help. 

To the gate of the one man in town who had the 

resources necessary to meet his medical needs and 

to feed him. It was the rich man. Day after day, 

Lazarus would lay by the gate in hopes that the rich 

man or some of his companions would have some 

compassion on him and give him something. 

Anything.  

He was close enough to them that he could hear 

their conversations around the table. Help was 

always so close at hand but it was always withheld 

from him. He received nothing except from the 

dogs, who licked his wounds. The lowly dogs in 

this day did more than the rich man. We don’t know 

why the rich man didn’t help Lazarus. Perhaps it 

was Compassionate fatigue. I think we can become 

bombarded by this in our society too.  

There was a time when I used to think that asking 

for a $1 donation at the cashier of the grocery store 

was a good idea. I mean who really notices another 

$1 added to your grocery bill. But now it seems 

every retailer is doing it. Every place you shop the 

cashier is asking you to give for one cause or 

another. You can get a little compassion fatigue.   

That may have been the situation for this rich man. 

Beggars were everywhere, it is hard to know who to 

help. Who had a legitimate reason for not working 

and who was just lazy? Finally, it was easier just to 

ignore them, turn your head and pretend that they 

didn’t exist. Apathy.  

That is the behaviour that the rich man is talking 

about repenting of. Apathy. The rich man and his 

family’s lack of love and compassion for Lazarus. 

His abundant wealth is not what landed him in hell. 

Wealth is not condemned in scripture but what is 

spoken strongly about is the failure to see that all of 

our material possessions belong to God. We are 

mere stewards of all that we have. The rich man 

used his resources for his own selfish indulgent 

living and cared nothing about God, and his law or 

the needy in his community. He just didn’t care.  

He was apathetic, he lacked love and I will remind 

you again of the Apostle John’s words in, 

1 John 4:8 

 Whoever does not love does not know God, 

 because God is love.  

The rich man ends up in hell because of his apathy, 

his lack of love demonstrates that he never really 

knew God. Not enough to transform his heart.  

What is a practical demonstration of love in our 

world? It is to give. To be apathetic is to withhold 

because you don’t care. But to love is to give.  

1 John 4:8-12 

 Whoever does not love does not know God, 

 because God is love. 9 This is how God 

 showed his love among us: He sent his one 

 and only Son into the world that we might 

 live through him. 10 This is love: not that we 

 loved God, but that he loved us and sent his 

 Son as an atoning sacrifice for our 

 sins. 11 Dear friends, since God so loved 

 us, we also ought to love one another. 12 No 

 one has ever seen God; but if we love one 

 another, God lives in us and his love is made 

 complete in us…… 

verse 16 

 God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in 

 God, and God in them.  

How did God demonstrate love to us? Did you 

notice? He gave. He gave us his son. 

The coming of Jesus Christ to earth, that we 

celebrate at Christmas provides a compelling 

portrait of God’s love for us. God gave us his Son, 

whom he loved. His son! I have two sons, I love 

them dearly, I can relate to this a bit. 
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God gave us his Son. He held back nothing from us, 

wow!! To teach us to live and to die for our sins. 

Why? He could have had compassion fatigue 

couldn’t he?  

 

If we have learned anything from The Story so far, 

we learn how much God put up with humanity. The 

moaning and groaning the mess ups along the way. 

God was constantly bailing humanity out. If anyone 

had a viable excuse to proclaim compassion fatigue, 

to be a little apathetic, it was God. But he didn’t. 

Why? It is Love. Steadfast and immoveable. 

Because he so loves us. That is the nuance behind 

one of the most well-known passages in all of 

scripture.  

 

John 3:16 
  For God so loved the world that he gave his 

 one and only Son, that whoever believes in 

 him shall not perish but have eternal life. 

 

1 John 3:16   

 This is how we know what love is: Jesus 

 Christ laid down his life for us.  

 

The coming of Jesus Christ to earth for you and me 

is the pinnacle of God’s love to the world. And 

God’s inspiring love that we read about in 1 John, 

his compelling, sacrificial, other centered love, 

generous love is the catalyst for us who truly know 

him and his love, to take action. It prompts us to 

follow suit. 

 

How can those who genuinely encountered and 

experienced the love of God first hand, do anything 

but love like Jesus did. Be other centered in our 

love? And that is exactly what God calls us to do,  

 

Listen to how 1 John 3:16, continues, 

 This is how we know what love is: Jesus 

 Christ laid down his life for us. And we 

 ought to lay down our lives for our brothers 

 and sisters. 

John 15:13 

 Greater love has no one than this: to lay 

 down one’s life for one’s friends. 

A life as a follower of Jesus is a call to give, to 

sacrifice. To be other centered in our love out of a 

heartfelt response to His love for us. 

Isn’t that different than what our world calls us to in 

the name of Love? Think only of yourself, if it no 

longer feels good to you, walk away. If you are not 

getting what you want, don’t give anything in 

return. And we get numb to love and apathy sets in. 

Do you remember the passage I read earlier?  

Matthew 7:12 

 So in everything, do to others what you 

 would have them do to you, for this sums up 

 the Law and the Prophets. 

Do you know what we used to call this? The Golden 

rule. Do we still teach the Golden rule anymore? 

The golden rule is about doing to others. Do you 

know that other religions have variations of this 

Golden Rule but Jesus is the only one to call his 

followers to take the initiative? To do, to others, 

what you would have them to do to you. It is love in 

action. God’s love is other centered and action 

oriented. According to Jesus it is not good enough 

just not to do badly (like others have worded this 

Golden rule). We must look for opportunities to DO 

GOOD, to love others, to invite the Holy Spirit 

which lives in us to help us to break through apathy 

and to love one another. 

Can you image if we as Followers of Jesus, truly 

transformed by the Love of God, lived in this 

reality? What an example our lives, our friendships, 

our marriages, our relationships would be to a 

watching world. That we would allow his Love for 

us to so penetrate our lives, that it is just a natural 

response to demonstrate that same other centered, 

sacrificial love to those around us every day. 

Whether it is to go out of our way to give a dying 

woman her last wish, or sacrifice a bit of time to 

bring someone a meal who is going through a tough 

time. Or simply lending a listening ear to someone 

who is mourning a loss.  

Our world so desperately needs to see the Love of 

God revealed to them again. We have gotten so off 

track with Love. Apathy has set in. Love broke 

through the darkness into an apathetic world two 

thousand years ago with the birth of a baby in a 

manger. Love broke through every time Jesus cared 

for the poor and the broken hearted. Every time he 

healed the sick. Love even broke through death. 

Even death could not contain the love of Jesus on 
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the cross and love continues to break through in our 

relationships today? Have you seen it?  

Can I encourage you to Lean in to Christ this 

Christmas? Look for ways to allow his love to bust 

through the apathy and shine in and through you 

into the darkness of our world.  

Amen? Amen 

Let’s Pray 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Points to Ponder 

Leaning into Christmas 

Love vs Apathy 

With a friend, your family or in your small 

group, discuss the following questions. 

1. In your group, discuss the concept of 

love and apathy being opposites. 

Share some examples of when you 

have seen love modelled through 

actions and where you have seen 

apathy. 

2. Can you think of a time in your life 

when you felt apathy towards 

someone or something? What was 

the cause of that apathy? How were 

you able to get past it? 

3. What do you think of the idea of love 

being more of a state of mind or 

attitude rather than a feeling or 

emotion? Can you think of situations 

in your life where you know the 

“love” you were experiencing was 

more of an emotion than a state of 

mind? What was the end result of 

that kind of love for you? 

4. What do you think of the verse, 

whoever does not love does not know 

God, because God is love? (1 John 

4:8).  Is it possible that apathy is a 

stumbling block in a true relationship 

with Jesus? Discuss your 

experiences.   

5. Discuss how the advent theme of 

Love is so important to the true 

meaning of Christmas. 

 

 

Prayer and Action Item 

Pray for one another out of the key points that were 

discussed. Pray against apathy in each of your lives 

and for God to replace those feelings with an attitude 

of love. Pray that this Christmas, Jesus reveals to 

you, his love in a way that you have never 

experienced before. Be open to receiving that love in 

a fresh new way this season.  

 


