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Scripture: The Story-Chapter 18-Daniel in Exile 

Christian Pastor and blogger James Emery White 

called it the greatest cultural upheaval or reckoning 

in decades. Over the past three months, more than 

100 prominent men in news, entertainment, 

government and education have been publicly 

accused of sexual harassment or assault. It seems 

we are hearing of new allegations almost daily in 

the news or on social media. 

What it has revealed is a systemic issue where 

almost 60% of all North American women say 

they’ve been harassed on the job. It was actress 

Alyssa Milano who on October 15, sent out a tweet 

on social media that said, “If you’ve been sexually 

harassed or assaulted write ‘me too’ as a reply to 

this tweet.” She woke up the next day to find that 

more than 30,000 people had used the hashtag 

#MeToo. Within 24 hours, this number had risen to 

12 million. #MeToo has now been used millions of 

times in at least 85 countries around the globe. 

TIME Magazine even named “The Silence 

Breakers” their 2017 Person of the Year. Meaning, 

the voices that launched the #MeToo movement. 

They said it has unleashed one of the most profound 

shifts in our culture since the 1960s. A quote from 

the article in TIME magazines says,  

“Women have had it with bosses and co-workers 

who not only cross boundaries but don’t even seem 

to know that boundaries exist. They’ve had it with 

the fear of retaliation, of being blackballed, of being 

fired from a job they can’t afford to lose. They’ve 

had it with the code of going along to get along. 

They’ve had it with men who use their power to take 

what they want from women. [So they have] started 

a revolution...” 

This is real. I know there has been some backlash 

against the #MeToo movement. One area of 

concern is the whole idea of the presumption of 

innocence until proven guilty. Another concern is 

that in today’s climate, any woman with a vendetta 

can make allegations against a man and tarnish his 

reputation, which is true and we have to be 

discerning of that.   

But this isn’t a gray area for the Bible. There is no 

place in the Kingdom of God for sexual harassment, 

assault or rape. There is no place for using positions 

of power or influence to coerce or pressure someone 

for sexual favors. The Apostle Paul was clear when 

he wrote his protégé Timothy. 

1 Timothy 5:2 

 Treat older women as mothers and younger 

 women as sisters, with absolute purity.  

In my experience in chatting with women (and men 

for that matter) who have experienced sexual 

harassment, whatever form it may have taken, is 

that many wrestle with guilt. They wonder if they 

somehow have asked for it or could have deflected 

it. Or are they making a big deal out of nothing?  

And that is what brings the shame. It’s misdirected 

shame. They take on themselves what should 

belong to those who abused them. If you are 

someone who has been sexually harassed, you just 

need to know that it’s not your fault. It doesn’t 

matter what you were wearing or what you said or 

where you were. So, where does the fault lie? 

Beyond even the offender? Maybe it falls to our 

society as a whole that has for too long, excused, 

ignored or even justified crude, indecent behavior.  

Our moral character matters, it really does. 

Especially among those who proclaim to follow 

Jesus. That means, as a Christians we are called to 

stand with the oppressed, the assaulted, the 

harassed, the demeaned and the disrespected. Stand 

and even speak for those whose voices have been 

taken away in our culture. Did you stand this week? 



Page 2 of 8 

For something? Anything? 

 

If you are just joining with us at North Park. We are 

in this massive 31-week message series we started 

last September and it will take us all the way to 

June. We are studying, The Story. God’s plan and 

purpose for humanity, and the world. And we are 

using as our resource, the book called, The Story, 

which is really just scripture, Genesis right through 

to Revelation is contained in this book. Arranged in 

chronological order it sets out God’s story, what we 

have been calling the “Upper Story” and then our 

place in it, referred to as the “Lower Story”.  

Today, week 18 in The Story, we find God’s people, 

the Israelites in Exile. Due to their consistent 

apathy, disobedience and worship of other gods, 

God has finally given them over to their enemies.  

The northern Kingdom of Israel has been conquered 

by the Assyrians. The Southern Kingdom, Judah, by 

the Babylonians and God’s people have been taken 

to a foreign land. Away from everything that they 

know, everything that is familiar. They are in Exile.  

Have you ever been in exile? Some of our dear 

refugee families know exactly what this feels like, 

banned from living in your homeland. Ripped from 

your roots and culture, cast adrift and left 

wandering. For others of you, there have been 

periods of time when you have experienced exile, 

maybe away from home or away from a person you 

love or maybe a state of mind when you have felt 

lonely and detached. It’s your exile.  

I remember the first cross culture mission trip I 

took. In 1999, I went to Nicaragua with a small 

team who were looking at ways to help rebuild a 

school in a tiny town after an earthquake had 

devastated parts of the country. For those ten days, I 

felt some completely isolated from the rest of the 

world. Remember, this was before cell phones and 

instant messaging and we were travelling in very 

remote areas. I had no contact back home with 

Carolyn or my young children. I had no access to 

news for ten days and didn’t have a clue what was 

happening in the world.  I didn’t know the customs 

of Nicaragua. Everything was new, and as gracious 

as the people were to us, it was lonely. I felt cut off, 

away from the familiar and that is a very unsettling 

feeling. Perhaps you have had that experience. The 

truth is, as we discovered last week, if we call 

ourselves Christian, we are all in exile. Our 

citizenship is in heaven not this earth as we know it.  

That may give you a sense of the mindset of the 

Israelites in Chapter 18 of The Story. They are in 

Babylon. A foreign land and many of them are 

wondering how long the exile is going to last. How 

long before they can go home? Do you remember 

what God had his prophet, Jeremiah tell them?  

Jeremiah 29:10-11 or page 261  

 This is what the LORD says: “When seventy 

 years are completed for Babylon, I will 

 come to you and fulfill my good promise to 

 bring you back to this place. 11 For I know 

 the plans I have for you,” declares 

 the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to 

 harm you, plans to give you hope and a 

 future.  

God has a plan. Do you know the danger of exile? It 

is that we can become so preoccupied with self, that 

we can’t step outside ourselves to see a larger 

reality. Or to use the language of The Story, we 

become too fixated on our lower story, us, that we 

can’t seem to see God’s upper Story and our place 

in it. That God has a plan. A plan to prosper the 

people and to give them a future and a hope. We are 

never without hope because God is never without a 

plan. But sometimes it just may take a little longer 

than we expect or desire. For the Israelites, God was 

going to take seventy (70) years. A whole 

generation are going to have to live away from their 

homeland in exile in Babylon. Imagine how you 

would feel.  

It would be like if you set off on a three hour sailing 

trip,   

 that started from this tropic port,  

 aboard this tiny ship. 

 The weather started getting rough,  

 the tiny ship was tossed. 

 If not for the courage of the fearless crew 

 the Minnow would be lost. 

 The Minnow would be lost 

 

My generation recognizes that as the theme song 

from the popular TV show, Gilligan’s Island. What 

started as a three-hour boat tour ended with a 

shipwreck on a deserted Island and at least three 

seasons in exile, not including reruns. Every episode 

had the gang, Gilligan, the Skipper, Mary Ann, 
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Ginger, the Professor and Mr. and Mrs. Howell 

trying to get off the island but, they also settled in. 

Built huts and made the most of their exile.  

 

That is precisely what God had Jeremiah tell the 

Israelites.  

 

Jeremiah 29:4-7  

This is what the LORD Almighty, the God of 

Israel, says to all those I carried into exile 

from Jerusalem to Babylon: 5 “Build houses 

and settle down; plant gardens and eat what 

they produce. 6 Marry and have sons and 

daughters; find wives for your sons and give 

your daughters in marriage, so that they too 

may have sons and daughters. 

 Increase in number there; do not 

decrease. 7 Also, seek the peace and 

prosperity of the city to which I have carried 

you into exile. Pray to the LORD for it, 

because if it prospers, you too will prosper.” 

 

God tells the Israelites in exile in Babylon, settle 

in! This may take awhile. In fact, although they 

were captive in an enemy land, the Israelite people 

were actually allowed to live in their own 

settlements. They were free to build houses, earn a 

living and observe their own customs and religion. 

Some even rose to high positions in public service. 

They just could not return home.  

 

That is how we get to Daniel. Are you familiar with 

Daniel in the bible? The book of Daniel in the Old 

Testament consists of 12 chapters. The first 6 

chapters are narrative in form and it is where we get 

some of the most memorial stories of all the bible. 

Do you remember from your Sunday school days? 

Daniel and the Lion’s Den or the Giant Golden 

Statue from Veggie tales and Rack, Shack and 

Bennie getting thrown into the fiery furnace? Has 

anyone seen those Veggie Tales movies? I am sure 

you can get them from the church library.  

 

So, the first 6 chapters of Daniel are narrative but 

the second six chapters are prophetic. Through 

visions he receives from God, Daniel tells us about 

the future and the prophecy was astonishingly 

accurate. In chapter 9, Daniel lays out a timeline 

that leads to the exact time when Jesus, the Messiah 

will walk the face of the earth. It is startling.   

 

We are never without hope because God is never 

without a plan. But it just may take longer than we 

expect or desire. God’s plan was always leading to 

Jesus, even hundreds of years before in the time of 

Daniel and the exile.  

 

If you have your bibles, turn with me to the book of 

Daniel Chapter 1 or page 249 in your books. Let me 

set the scene. Babylon was led by King 

Nebuchadnezzar at this time. He was feared 

throughout the land. When he invaded a country, 

defeat was almost certain. After a victory, the 

Babylonians usually took the most talented and 

useful people from the country they invaded, back 

to Babylon and left the poor to scavenge through the 

rumble of their destroyed cities. This “brain drain” 

system allowed Babylon to keep a steady supply of 

top notch recruits in their government and civil 

servant positions. Look at how it is described in, 

 

Daniel 1:3-4 page 249 

Then the king ordered Ashpenaz, chief of his 

court officials, to bring into the king’s 

service some of the Israelites from the royal 

family and the nobility— 4 young men 

without any physical defect, handsome, 

showing aptitude for every kind of 

learning, well informed, quick to 

understand, and qualified to serve in the 

king’s palace. He was to teach them the 

language and literature of the Babylonians. 

 

After invading the Southern Kingdom of Judah, 

Nebuchadnezzar orders his chief of staff to find the 

cream of the crop, the best of the best of the 

Israelites, to bring them to Babylon, teach them the 

language and the culture and generally prepare them 

to serve there. And there are perks, job benefits for 

these elite Israelites that are being trained to work in 

Babylon. Look at, 

 

Daniel 1:5 

The king assigned them a daily amount of 

food and wine from the king’s table. They 

were to be trained for three years, and after 

that they were to enter the king’s service. 

 

They get room and board. These Israelite captives 

received room and board for the entire duration of 

their training and it would have been choice food 

and drink because it was from the King’s table.  
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Thirty years ago, when Carolyn and I were married 

students at Western. We didn’t have a lot of 

expendable income. We were living on love. The 

first summer after our wedding, I was working a 

job, that included sweeping the Cherryhill mall 

parking lot. I made $3.50 an hour.  

Carolyn had gone to the student employment centre 

to see if she could get summer job and just as she 

was meeting with the job counsellor, who just 

happened to be a Christian. He received a call that 

two jobs were available at Woseley Barracks. He 

offered them to Carolyn and I and because they 

were government jobs, the pay was $8.50 hour but 

that was not even the best part. I was assigned a 

position as a pot boy in the officer’s mess. That 

meant I spent 8 hours a day, five days a week, 

scrubbing pots and pans and peeling potatoes but it 

also meant that I got to eat what the officers were 

eating. When we were done feeding them, we 

feasted on the leftovers. Friday, was surf and turf 

night. I ate well those two summers.  

That is the type of free food that was provided for 

these new recruits in this passage. In verses 7,8, we 

are told that among them, were Daniel, Shadrach, 

Meshach and Abednego. You would think that with 

all the trauma they have endured with their country 

being overthrown, being taken into exile, that this 

offer of free food would be received with gratitude. 

But Daniel, he has a little different reaction to this 

bounty.  

Daniel 1:8 

 But Daniel resolved not to defile himself 

 with the royal food and wine, and he asked 

 the chief official for permission not to defile 

 himself this way.  

The wording here seems to indicates that Daniel 

didn’t accept the food and wine primarily because it 

may have violated the Israelite dietary laws and 

therefore, violated God’s word.  He may have also 

declined because he did not want to feel indebted to 

this foreign King. But, Daniel feels pretty strongly 

about it. He has a strong faith in God. He has some 

conviction, But Daniel resolved not to 

defile himself.  He is taking a stand here.  

Conviction leads to resolve and resolve leads to 

action, just like the “Silence Breakers” of the 

#MeToo movement. Have you ever had such a 

conviction about an issue that you resolved to do 

something about it and you did? You took a Stand?  

I don’t know if you noticed but there was a football 

game last Sunday. Anyone catch it? The Super 

Bowl. The Philadelphia Eagles defeated the New 

England Patriots which was a bit of a surprise. But, 

the story that has dominated the social media feeds 

this week is the Christian faith of many of the 

players on the Philadelphia Eagles. They have 

regular Thursday night bible studies as a team, they 

gather for prayer on Saturday nights before games 

and on Monday nights, they have a couple’s bible 

study for the players and their wives. They have 

even held baptisms for players in hotel pools during 

the season. Some of the players have even put 

together a devotional series available online. You 

can imagine in the macho world of Pro Football, 

these outward expressions of faith may not go over 

so well with everyone. Star QB Carson Wentz has 

received plenty of criticism from some media and 

fans because he openly talks about his faith on 

social media, but he isn’t deterred. He has taken a 

stand. 

"Jesus was persecuted everywhere he went," Wentz 

said. "So if Jesus, who is our ultimate example, 

endured that, then I can endure a couple negative 

tweets and some bad press.” 

Conviction leads to resolve and resolve leads to 

action. 

In our story, as Daniel acted with resolve, he took a 

stand not to be defiled by the things of the world, 

the food from the Kings table that was contrary to 

the diet of his God.  

Daniel asked for permission and convinced the 

King’s chief of Staff to give his way a try. It was a 

bit of a risk for this official because he would be 

beheaded if Daniel’s idea failed. But he went along 

with it as Daniel went Vegan. As did Shadrach, 

Meshach and Abednego. Just fruits and vegetables 

and water to drink because he knew that God’s diet 

was the best. They took a stand and God was 

working behind the scenes to provide favour for 

them. God strengthened Daniel and his friends 

through all of this, and they became leaders in 

Babylon. Look at, 
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 Daniel 1:18-20 or page 250  

 At the end of the time set by the king to bring 

 them into his service, the chief official 

 presented them to Nebuchadnezzar. 19 The 

 king talked with them, and he found none 

 equal to Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and 

 Azariah;(Shadrach, Meshach and 

 Abednego) so they entered the king’s 

 service. 20 In every matter of wisdom and 

 understanding about which the king 

 questioned them, he found them ten times 

 better than all the magicians and enchanters 

 in his whole kingdom. 

For their faithfulness, God went before them and 

provided for them each step of the way. But, it’s not 

easy to take a stand, is it? Has that been your 

experience? It is not easy in our world today to take 

a stand, especially for Jesus and not suffer some sort 

of backlash or even persecution.  

 

North Park Church made the news last month, did 

you catch it? Front page of the London Free Press. 

It had to do with a new question on the federal grant 

application that helps organizations hire students. In 

the past, North Park has received funding from 

these grants to hire students to run valuable 

programs through LRC (Learning Resource Centre) 

and at 1750 Huron Street. This year, a box was 

added to the application that asks those seeking 

grant money to check which signifies that that the 

organization’s values align with things such as 

abortion. Our lead Pastor Matt Eckert and Pastor 

David Cottrill had a productive conversation with 

our Liberal MP around their concerns with this 

issue. But in the end the leadership at North Park 

Church as followers of Jesus, discerned that we 

cannot in good conscience, check the box. We took 

a stand.  

 

In the article, Matt said this; “We support sanctity 

of life. That’s our belief…We believe the statement 

is going down a slippery slope. We could not, in 

good conscience, move forward”. 

 

Conviction leads to resolve and resolve leads to 

action. Do you think that as we try to honour God 

and his ways, he will provide resources if he wants 

us to hire students to make an impact in our 

community? Just as he provided and made a way for 

Daniel? 

As you can imagine, we took some hits for taking 

this stand. The article generated dozens of 

comments on line. We had our supporters but we 

also had those who called us hypocrites and a cult. 

It is not easy to take a Stand, especially for Jesus 

and not suffer some backlash or even persecution. 

But God provides and he provided for Daniel and 

his friends. In fact, as you read through the first six 

chapters of Daniel and the pages of Chapter 18 of 

The Story, you will see this theme of “taking a 

Stand” repeated often.  

In chapter 2, King Nebuchadnezzar was having 

some dreams that caused him a lot of sleepless 

nights. He calls in all of his wise men to tell him 

what his dreams mean. No one could interpret them 

which caused the King to flip out and order the 

execution of all of his wise men.  

 

But when Daniel shows up. He asks the king for 

time and then goes back to his friends and they 

pray. The text says in, 

 

Daniel 2:18 

 they “plead for mercy from God”,  

 

to help them discern the King’s dreams. And God 

does. Daniel returns to Nebuchadnezzar and 

explains his dreams and doesn’t take any of the 

glory himself, he points to God.  

 

Daniel 2:45, Daniel tells Nebuchadnezzar,  

“The great God has shown the king what 

will take place in the future. The dream is 

true and its interpretation is trustworthy.”  

 

Daniel could have taken the credit. How would the 

King know? Instead, he takes a stand for God.  He 

gives God the credit for telling him the meaning of 

the dreams. Conviction leads to resolve and resolve 

leads to action. And the King, he ends up praising 

God. 

 

In Chapter 3, Nebuchadnezzar is back at it, this 

time, he has a gold statue created that is 90 feet tall 

and he decrees that every person in the land must 

fall down and worship this statue. A failure to 

comply will have fatal consequences.  
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Daniel 3:6 or page 254  

Whoever does not fall down and worship 

will immediately be thrown into a blazing 

furnace.” 

 

Word quickly gets back to the King, that there are 

three men who are not bowing and worshipping the 

statue. They are Daniel’s friends, Shadrach, 

Meshach and Abednego. And Nebuchadnezzar is 

furious.  

He has them brought before him to explain 

themselves.  

Daniel 3:14 

 “Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach and 

Abednego, that you do not serve my gods or 

worship the image of gold I have set up?  

Put your selves in this scene. Here we have three 

Israelites, standing before the foreign King of the 

land they find themselves in exile. He’s steaming 

mad because they have not obeyed the laws that he 

has decreed. What is the expression, when in Rome, 

you do what the Romans do? When you are in a 

foreign country you have to follow the laws and the 

ways of that country, don’t you? 

Many of you are travelling this winter season, 

somewhere warm I hope. You are visiting countries 

that may have different laws and ways of doing 

things then Canada. Don’t you have to obey them? 

If you want to enjoy the beach and not the jail cell.  

For Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, you can’t 

obey if, what you are asked to do, is contrary to the 

ways of God. They take a stand.  

I love their response to Nebuchadnezzar. Circle this 

one in your bibles, 

Daniel 3:16-18, or page 255 

 “King Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to 

 defend ourselves before you in this 

 matter. 17 If we are thrown into the blazing 

 furnace, the God we serve is able to 

 deliver us from it, and he will 

 deliver us from Your Majesty’s hand. 18 But 

 even if he does not, we want you to know, 

 Your Majesty, that we will not serve your 

 gods or worship the image of gold you have 

 set up.  

”We will not serve your gods.”  

They have taken a Stand.  

Their stand has repercussions. The king has them 

thrown into the fiery furnace. But, God saves them. 

They come out of the furnace, unscathed. And the 

king, Nebuchadnezzar, ends up praising God.  

 

The final story I want to draw your attention to is 

found in Chapter 6. Perhaps one of the most well-

known stories in the bible. Maybe some of us 

learned about it on the felt boards in Sunday school 

class. Daniel in the Lion’s Den. Much time has now 

passed and Daniel, the Israelite exile living in 

Babylon has settled in. He distinguished himself for 

his exceptional work and has become one of King 

Darius’s (new king now) top administrators. But 

that has made some of his co-workers jealous and 

they are looking for ways to trap Daniel. That 

would be tough to do because the text says,  

 

Daniel 6:4 

They could find no corruption in him,  

 

Daniel a man of upright character and integrity. A 

man after God’s heart. So, they attack his religion.  

They go to the King and convince him to issue an 

edict that anyone who prays to any god besides 

Darius for the next thirty days, would be thrown 

into the Lion’s Den. They know they have Daniel in 

a bind because he lived his faith. They knew Daniel 

faithfully prayed to God three times a day, every 

day. Would he cave to the pressure? Who is going 

to know right? If he takes a little break from his 

prayers to God and instead praises Darius for a 

month. What’s the big deal? Who’s it really 

harming? Besides, being tossed into a Lion’s Den, 

similar to be thrown into a fiery furnace. Not a 

pleasant fate.  

 

But Daniel, even though he is aware of the King’s 

edict, even though he knows the punishment that 

awaits anyone who doesn’t bow to the King, refuses 

to compromise his beliefs. Conviction leads to 

resolve and resolve leads to action. I will not bow to 

your king. Daniel takes a stand and King Darius has 

him thrown into the lion’s den. 

 

Have you ever been thrown to the lions? Not 

literally but we use that metaphor to describe when 

we are thrown into a particularly ugly or sticky 

situation. I feel like I was thrown into the Lion’s 
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den. Things could get messy in the Lion’s den. But 

look at what happens to Daniel. The next morning, 

the text says in, 

 

Daniel 6:23 page 259 

….when Daniel was lifted from the den, no 

wound was found on him, because he had 

trusted in his God. 

 

God saved him. Daniel took a Stand for God and he 

saved him and the king, Darius ends up praising 

God.  

 

Have you taken a stand lately? Have you been so 

convicted by something that it leads to resolve, 

which leads to action? You can’t help it. What was 

it for you? 

 

That actress that started the #MeToo campaign, I 

am not sure what her motivation was. It definitely 

was a conviction, but I couldn’t say for certain it 

was a conviction from God in her life. Maybe it 

was. In the very least, it was a good thing, a really 

good thing. For those of us who proclaim to be 

followers of Jesus here. We have to remember that 

that also means that we have his spirit in us. In 

scripture, we are told that our bodies are the temple 

of God and His spirits lives in us. (1 Corinthians 

3:16). And it is the work of the Spirit in us that 

convicts us, it stirs us.  

 

It is what convicted Daniel that gave him the 

resolved not to be defiled by the King’s food and 

instead follow the ways of God. It is what convicted 

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego that gave them 

the resolve not to bow down to a golden statue in 

place of God. Even upon threat of a fiery demise. It 

is what convicted Daniel and gave him the resolve 

not to worship King Darius and instead continue to 

offer his prayers up to God, even as he faces the 

ominous lion’s den.  

Through their reliance and faithfulness to God, they 

took a stand against the world’s ways and did you 

notice, they weren’t jerks about it. They didn’t 

ridicule or lash out or panic or become fearful of the 

Babylonians. They firmly and confidently express 

their beliefs in God. Their stand was loving, 

peaceful and God honouring but firm. It was not 

mean or condescending.  

I think sometimes as Christians today, we can 

become so defensive in our stand for Jesus that we 

can come off as pious, judgmental, angry or even 

fearful and it ends up turning people away from 

Jesus. The lesson from the life of Daniel and his 

friends is that they exercised great integrity and in 

doing so, they never compromised their faith in the 

one true God. In fact, their faithfulness to God led 

others around them to also praise God. 

Where is God calling you to take a stand in your life 

today? Maybe it is a conviction to resolve not to be 

defiled by the ways of the world. Maybe you find 

yourself in a situation where temptation is seeping 

in. Through the power of the Holy Spirit in you, you 

can take a Stand today, to trust in Jesus, not in the 

world.  

Maybe for some of you it is a conviction to not bow 

down and worship other gods, idolatry. What is the 

90 foot gold statue in your life? Through the power 

of the Holy Spirit in you, you can take a stand to 

trust in Jesus, not in other gods.  

Conviction leads to resolve and resolve leads to 

action. What is it that you are being convicted of 

today? Take a stand, turn it over to Jesus and trust 

that He will work it out for His plans and purposes.  

We are never without hope, because God is never 

without a plan.  

Amen? Amen.  
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Points to Ponder 

THE STORY - Daniel in Exile 

Chapter 18 

With a friend, your family or in your small 

group, discuss the following questions. 

1. Think back over your week. Did you have to 

take a “stand” for anything this week? What 

was it that motivated you? Have you ever 

had to take a difficult “stand” in the past? 

Describe the situation. How did people 

respond to your “stand”? 

 

2. Have you heard the stories of Daniel and the 

lion’s den and Shadrach, Meshach and 

Abednego and the fiery furnace in the past? 

What lessons did you take from those 

stories? 

 

3. Daniel resolved not to defile himself by 

eating the King’s food. Have you ever 

resolved not to be defiled by something the 

world offers you? What is it and why? What 

precautionary measures have you taken? 

 

4. How have you ever taken a public “stand” 

for Jesus? Describe the situation and the 

reaction you received from those around 

you? Where did you see God intervene for 

you? 

 

5. Conviction leads to resolve and resolve 

leads to action. Is there something that God 

is convicting you of these days? Where are 

you sensing a resolve that will lead to 

action? What is the issue and how is God 

calling you to take a “stand”? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer and Action Item 

Pray for one another out of the key points that were 

discussed. Pray specifically for those in your group 

who may be feeling as though God is asking them to 

take a “stand”. Pray that God would give them the 

conviction that leads to resolve, that leads to action. 

Pray for God’s guidance and direction on the details 

of this “stand” and that He would be glorified 

through it.  

 


