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Date:             January 12-13, 2019 

Speaker:       Matthew Eckert, Executive Lead Pastor 

Scripture:     Teach Us to Pray-Your Kingdom Come, Your Will be Done on Earth as It Is in Heaven

We do desire that You would speak to us in unique 

and amazing ways. We know, Holy Spirit, You can 

touch each of us individually as You as can touch us 

collectively. So we commit this time now to You, in 

the name of Jesus our Savior. And all God’s people 

together said, “Amen, Amen.” 

 

Welcome to North Park.  Good to have you here. 

My name is Matthew Eckert, Lead Pastor. I am 

grateful to be with you here, the second weekend of 

January, 2019.  I trust your rhythms have been re-

established and away you go.  So it is good to be 

together. 

 

I am excited for the series “Teach Us to Pray.”  I so 

much appreciated Pastor Paul’s comments last week 

as he opened and began the journey with us as we 

walk through this thing called “The Lord’s Prayer” 

line by line. What does it mean? What is it all 

about? Is it just a prayer you pray in 30 seconds and 

it’s done? Or is there so much more to this prayer 

that we need to unpack and understand? In reality, 

many of us pray, right? We all pray in certain ways 

and certain circumstances. Statistics will show 

actually that only 15% of Canadians or less attend a 

church on a regular basis – only 15%. Yet the 

statistics also show that so many more pray. If you 

look at this graph, 20% of Canadians (this is back in 

2016) say they pray every single day. And if you 

push that out to at least praying once a month, 50% 

of Canadians say at least once a month they are 

reaching in and they are praying to whatever form, 

version of God, perhaps, they have created.   

 

But they are praying, they are reaching out, they are 

believing that there is something beyond just what 

we can touch, feel, smell and taste. They are 

praying to God, bringing their requests before Him. 

 

We are trying to understand what that is all about.  

Interesting, isn’t it? Or maybe it’s not that 

surprising. The latest stat I actually read; back in 

2011, 24% of Canadians declared that they were 

atheists or agnostics – 24% - that’s 2011. Do you 

know that stat is no longer 24%; it’s now 19%. 

So whatever your profs at school or the news wants 

to tell you that faith or spirituality is kind of on a 

decline that we can rationalize our way out, people 

are not believing that. People are believing there is 

something.  We’re sensing it, right?  That’s perhaps 

why we pray and we reach out to want to 

understand what is going on. 

 

Now if you are like me and if you pray, your 

prayers ebb and flow, right?  Sometimes you will 

have amazing seasons, right, and sometimes they 

are like ehh.  I have had some times in my life 

where prayer just seems to flow so naturally.  I can 

pray for half an hour or more and I can’t seem to get 

enough words out, it’s just this beautiful moment. 

Then there are times maybe just two days after that 

beautiful moment that I can’t find the first three 

words.   

 

Been in those spaces?  Like what do you say, right?  

You kind of come and you have all these great 

intentions to pray and you settle in and it’s like, 

where do I start?  Whereas just one week ago it 

seemed to flow so naturally, and now what do I do? 

For me, during those times, I have some prayer 

books in my office and I will sometimes pull one 

out and I will just read and use someone else’s 

prayer. Maybe you do that too. In those times I still 

want to pray but I can’t find the words.  It becomes 

less of something that might flow and from emotion 

and more from just I want to continue the discipline 

of prayer. If I can’t find my own words I will find 

someone else’s words just so I can continue to pray.  
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Maybe that has been your experience. The nice 

thing about reading someone else’s prayer, they 

often will take you into spaces maybe you have 

never gone before because what they are reflecting 

on when they wrote that prayer may be so different 

than what I may regularly pray.  Maybe you have 

experienced that too. 

 

This past fall I had the privilege of being in a class 

for one class at King’s College, a Catholic studies 

class. The prof was introduced to me through a 

mutual friend and he wanted me to come in just to 

represent North Park as a Protestant church in the 

city of London and how do we go about things and 

what does church look like for us and what 

language do we use?  It was a fun hour and a half 

with these about 40 fourth year students. They are 

all planning to go to teacher’s college so they can 

teach in the Catholic system. We had this great 

interaction as to language use and different things.  

At the end we were kind of sharing back and forth, 

what do you know about the Protestant church and 

appreciate; what about me in the Catholic Church?   

 

They asked me, “Matt, what is something about the 

Catholic Church that you have come to appreciate?”  

And the thing I said was, “I learned to appreciate 

the liturgical prayers of the Catholic Church.” 

 

They all agreed that they can become rote and 

boring and you just read the same thing over and it 

means nothing.  But what I told them was the 

beauty of that is it takes me into spaces to pray that 

I may never choose to pray. I am forced now to pray 

certain things that I may not pray if I didn’t have 

someone else giving me the prayer (“You now pray 

this”).  Actually it expands your prayers and that 

can be an amazing thing, can’t it? Because in reality 

our prayers, as Protestants perhaps, we have what I 

would call free-flow prayers right, whatever comes 

to our minds. In reality our prayers are selfish, are 

they not? 

 

Now it’s not selfish in a bad way – the Scripture 

really calls us to, you know, bring your requests 

before God, come to Him and He wants to hear 

from you – there’s nothing wrong with that.   

But in reality our prayers are all about us, right?  

What’s happening to me and my life and my family 

and things that are impacting me? 

 

Those are the things I think about and those are the 

things I pray, and there’s nothing wrong with those.  

But they are kind of narrow, are they not? Do you 

ever pray for those who are homeless in the city of 

London?  Unless you have a family member who is 

homeless you may never think about that topic.   

Do you pray for the mayor and the councillors of 

our city?  Do you pray for our prime minister? 

Do you pray for the country of Russia or Iraq or 

Argentina?  Unless it is impacting you, you 

probably never think about anything else to pray 

other than what’s impacting you. I’m as guilty as 

the rest. Yet, how can we perhaps get beyond these 

pieces and expand the beauty of what it means to 

pray?   

 

The Lord’s Prayer I believe is one of those things 

that move us into that journey, to help us to pray, 

that gives us a structure that may take us places 

maybe that we won’t normally go. There can be 

good in that, maybe that can help us. So Pastor Paul 

kicked it off so well last week when he began the 

journey with us, right? 

 

Our Father who is in heaven,  

holy is Your name. 

 

As a small group we had some great times 

engaging. My group meets on Tuesday nights and 

so we actually just walked through the message 

series. We had a great conversation. We were 

laughing about his sermon in one sense because we 

are used to praying, “Our Father who is in heaven, 

holy is Your name,” and we carry on, and Pastor 

Paul says, “Let’s begin with ‘Our’.” Then he spent 

four minutes on the word “Our”.  And our group is 

going, “How did he do that?” Then he goes, “Let’s 

go to, ‘Father’.”  And then he spent five minutes 

just talking about ‘Father’. 

 

But the beauty of it was he opened up this prayer 

and he showed us the beauty of what we actually 

understood it meant to say, ‘Our Father’?  How 

does it change how we will now pray and enter into 

the beauty of this prayer? 

 

Our Father who is in heaven,  

holy is Your name.   

 

Holy is Your Name. 
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My wife actually brought to our small group a great 

page. It was a lot of the names of God in the Old 

Testament. It is actually a two-sided page and it just 

lists these names of God in Hebrew and the English 

translation and where they are found.  We kind of 

pondered this list as to what version of God do we 

normally pray to?  Because the reality is all of these 

names reflect the character and the vastness of who 

God is. (I have got a number of these up here; if you 

want to pick one up later on you can.)  But what 

would it look like if when we began our prayers, we 

first reflected on the beauty and the vastness of who 

God is?  We paused and we stopped and we began a 

time of worship, because, as Protestants, we are list 

people, right?  Right?  We bring our list before God 

and we tell God what He is supposed to do for us, 

right?   

 

It’s like the bubble gum machine – you put your 

quarter in and you hope the right color comes out.  

This is how we enter our prayers.  “God, here is my 

list.” How would maybe the lists change, how 

would our prayers change if first we paused long 

enough and just worshiped the holiness of His name 

and all the attributes of who He is? I think that will 

change the entire flow in the conversation. 

 

I lead many different prayer groups and I often try 

to begin with a time of worship. I might read a 

psalm out that kind of guides us and I will say, 

“Let’s spend the first 5, 10 minutes just expressing 

words of worship to God.”  I am as guilty as 

everybody else – the first line or two of our prayers 

maybe we try to find words of worship and 

adoration and then by the third line we are saying, 

“Oh and by the way, God, can You do this?” We 

seem to not be able to settle into a moment of just 

reflection and who God is and the beauty of all He 

is.  I am as guilty as everyone else because I have 

got my stuff I want to bring before God. God tells 

me, “Bring your stuff.” The Psalms are all full of 

the psalmist declaring things before God. God 

wants us to bring these to Him.   

 

But what would it look like if we first spent this 

beautiful amount of time, “Our Father who is in 

heaven, holy is Your name.”  And we pondered the 

beauty and the character and the vastness of who 

God is. I think it starts to change the next part of the 

journey of the prayer. I think it will reshape and 

change what we pray.  We go onto the next line: 

 

May your kingdom come, may your will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven. 

 

May Your kingdom come, Your will on earth.  

What is going on up there, may it come down here.  

It’s an amazing part of the prayer. I think we 

recognize that what is going on up there is very 

likely way better than what is going on down here.   

 

But when you think of kingdom – “Your kingdom” 

– what do you think of?  What comes to mind? 

The first thing that comes to my mind is Walt 

Disney, right, and his kingdom and the castle and 

Tinkerbell and the fireworks and all the 

amazingness. But I think in many ways what Walt 

Disney has created is what we think of kingdom.  

It’s something that is amazing, it is something that 

is beautiful, it is things that are led well, it’s 

everything is right with the world, every need is 

met, things are good. At least that is what I think of 

when I think of kingdom.  It is something amazing.  

It is a place I want to be; I want to live in that. 

 

That phrase talks about heaven, that heaven would 

come down. I think when we think about heaven we 

have very similar thoughts, don’t we?  The beauty 

of what heaven is. When we are in the loss of a 

loved one, someone who has died, a family 

member, a spouse, and perhaps they have even gone 

through, you know, pain and suffering, and they 

have died.  And we talk language of heaven, right? 

We actually love that language.  At least they are in 

heaven now; they no longer have pain, they are 

doing well. We use that language because heaven to 

us is this beautiful place. 

 

Scripture talks about that too, right?  Revelation 

says there will be no more tears and no more pain 

and no more crying.  Heaven is this amazing thing.   

This line is trying to get that to us, right?  “Your 

kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as it is 

in heaven.” May the beauty of all that be right here, 

right now. We pray for that, right?  We want that.  

We desire that. 

 

But I think as Christians sometimes we have too 

narrow of a view of God’s kingdom. I don’t know - 

you have probably heard the term maybe of the 

word “gospel”.  We use that in church we talk about 

the gospel of Jesus. It simply means the good news 
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of Jesus.  It is a beautiful word. It is what we love to 

share.  I think though sometimes we have too 

narrow a definition of what gospel, the beauty of it 

all, is.  Oh certainly, it is about Jesus Christ and 

what He has done – we all recognize that there is 

this gap between us and God.  Probably the reason 

why maybe atheism continues to trend down is, it’s 

I think if we all paused long enough we know that 

there is something better. 

 

As Christians we talk about the idea that there is 

this gap between us and God and we cannot get to 

Him. We desire to. The Genesis 1 version of the 

beauty of the Garden of Eden is lost. Yet we teach, 

we know, that we can’t get there, we can’t work 

hard enough, we can’t pray enough, we can’t do 

enough – the gap is too big; we’ll never close it.   

 

But that is the beauty of Jesus. Jesus, God’s Son, 

God Himself in the flesh, comes down, He spends 

33 or so years among us, and He walks right to a 

cross and He allows Himself to die. He descends 

into death itself.  But the beauty of that is that He 

takes the chains of death and He cuts them.  He 

says, “Death has no power over Me.”  He comes out 

of death and then He declares to us, “You can also 

be free from the chains of death. It doesn’t have to 

hold you. You do not have to be afraid of death. Just 

believe in Me.”  Through faith in Jesus Christ the 

gap is closed, Christ is the intermediary and now we 

have this beautiful relationship. The Gospel 

message; it’s so beautiful and it’s so amazing. 

 

Yet it is so much more than just that, let me call it a 

transaction. You see it’s not about I am saved for 

eternity so now I just tread water in this life until I 

can finally get the good life after this earth.  No 

there is this thing called the kingdom of heaven that 

we now enter into, the beauty of it all that God 

invites us to be part of. That’s why Jesus says the 

kingdom in heaven is called to come down even 

right now. You can live in it today if you want to. 

It is not something you just wait for after this life 

and have to grin and bear what is going on here. 

There is so much more.Listen to the language that 

Jesus uses in the Gospel.  Let’s start in Mark 

Chapter 1.  It says, 

 

Later on after John was arrested, Jesus went 

into Galilee where he preached God’s good 

news (the gospel).  ‘The time promised by 

God has come at least” he announced.  

“The kingdom of God is near.  Repent of 

your sins and believe this good news.” 

 

This good news about what?  The kingdom of God 

present right now. 

 

Luke 9: 

One day Jesus called together his twelve 

disciples and gave them power and authority 

to cast out all demons and to heal all 

diseases. Then he sent them out to tell 

everyone about the kingdom of God and to 

heal the sick. 

 

Really practical, tangible things are taking place 

even right now as a result of the kingdom of God 

entering into this world.   

 

Matthew 6: 

So don’t worry about these things, saying, 

“What will we eat?  What will we drink?  

What will we wear?” 

 

“How are we going to get the stuff on this earth?”   

 

These things dominate the thoughts of 

unbelievers but your heavenly Father 

already knows all your needs.   

 

Seek the kingdom of God above all else and 

live righteously and he will give you 

everything you need.  

 

Seek His kingdom – not just the kingdom after this 

earth – it’s not something you are just waiting for, 

no, no.  He says, seek it right now, on earth as it is 

in heaven. 

 

In Matthew Chapter 13 there are a bunch of 

parables that Jesus tells, one after each other, almost 

like rapid fire.  And maybe you want to read this 

entire chapter this week.  Here is the quick 

snapshot. 

 

Matthew 13:24 

The kingdom of heaven is like a farmer who 

planted good seed in his field. 

 

The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard 

seed planted in a field.  
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The kingdom of heaven is like the yeast a 

woman used in making bread – it permeates 

everything. 

 

Verse 44: 

The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure 

that a man discovered hidden in a field. 

 

Verse 47: 

Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a 

fishing net that was thrown into the water 

and caught fish of every kind. 

 

Verse 52: 

Then he added, “Every teacher of religious 

law who becomes a disciple in the kingdom 

of heaven is like a homeowner who brings 

from the storeroom new gems of truth as 

well as old. 

 

The kingdom of heaven, Jesus talked about over and 

over and over again. You can live in it now on earth 

as it is in heaven. It is not something you have to 

wait for. He is calling us to live in it now. He is 

calling us to pray that it would come now. Do we 

see the beauty of all that, or not? 

 

In Luke Chapter 4, listen to the language that Jesus 

used when He first began His ministry.   

 

Luke 4:16 

When he came to the village of Nazareth, his 

boyhood home, he went as usual to the 

synagogue on the Sabbath and stood up to 

read the Scriptures. 

The scroll of Isaiah the prophet was handed 

to him.  He unrolled the scroll and found the 

place where this was written: 

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, for he has 

anointed me to bring good news (the gospel, 

the kingdom) to the poor. 

He has sent me to proclaim the captives will 

be released, that the blind will see, that the 

oppressed with be set free, and that the time 

of the Lord’s favor has come. 

 

It’s not going to come; it has come, it is here, it is 

now. The kingdom of God is here; are you living in 

it?   

 

The captives will be released.   

What is captivating you these days?  What is 

holding you down?  What is keeping you from 

living in the kingdom of God?  What is taking away 

your joy that is holding you captive? 

 

One of our values is gratitude and generosity, being 

released from the bonds of consumerism, of 

wanting more – just one more car, just one bigger 

house, just one more year of investing, and then, 

and then…and we’re captivated by stuff.  We are 

missing the kingdom of God because we are held 

captive. The kingdom sets the captives free. 

 

Maybe you are captive because you are trying to 

portray the beauty of who you and your family are 

on social media and you got to scroll it two hours a 

day because if someone looks better than you do, 

you better take another picture of your kids having 

fun. You’re just captive by trying to portray 

something that is not you, and you are missing the 

joy and the beauty of the kingdom of God. 

 

Maybe you are captive by the bonds of pornography 

and sexual addiction.  Oh, you have made every 

excuse and you kind of maybe reason this as to why 

but in reality you know it’s holding you down and 

the chains have got grips of you and you are trying 

to find freedom. 

 

In the kingdom of God, the captives are set free.  

They can simply live for the kingdom. They don’t 

have to be held down by anything of this world.  

There is a different kingdom, there is a better 

kingdom. Jesus said, “My burden is easy, My yoke 

is light.” You want to live in that now.  The blind 

will see, the oppressed will be set free.  

 

If you walk about with a sense of oppression in your 

life, a sense of burden, a sense of something you 

can’t get out of, the kingdom of God is all about the 

beauty of not being oppressed, of not being captive, 

of not being blind, but of seeing clearly as to what 

the beauty of a new kingdom could look like. 

 

He rolled up the scroll, handed it back to the 

attendant and sat down.  And all eyes in the 

synagogue looked at him intently. 

Then he began to speak to them, ‘The 

Scripture you have just heard has been 

fulfilled… 
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Not for some time in the future – no, no.  It’s been 

fulfilled this very day.  Enter into the kingdom – 

enter into the kingdom. We’re called to pray, “Lord, 

Your kingdom come, Lord, Your will be done today 

on earth as it is in heaven.” The reality though is 

you are only going to pray this prayer with 

conviction if you truly do believe that God’s 

kingdom is a better kingdom. If you don’t believe 

what God is bringing, that you are created in His 

image and that only His ways are better ways, you 

are never going to pray that part of the prayer with 

conviction because in reality we all have our own 

little kingdoms, right?   

 

We all have our little pieces and we believe that we 

can control and we have the right answers and we 

have our kingdoms, and we protect our kingdoms 

don’t we? We don’t like it when someone tells us 

about our kingdom that is maybe off track – no, no, 

it’s my kingdom. It begins at a really young age, 

doesn’t it?  Parents, you have kids; you know this.  

Your kids are trying to build their kingdoms, right?  

They are trying to declare what is right and how 

things are supposed to go. In their kingdom Timbits 

five times a day is how things work, right?  Because 

all they can see is that day in front of them and the 

loveliness of sugar. And what’s wrong with that? 

 

But as a parent you can kind of see things a bit 

higher, can’t you?  And a couple of carrots and a bit 

of fruit aren’t bad for the kingdom, right?  They are 

what your child needs. And you go to battle over 

kingdoms, don’t you?  But as a parent, just as much 

as you can see above what your kids can see, can 

we not believe that God sees way above what we 

can see and that His ways are the ways that we are 

to walk in? 

 

You see all I can see is January, 2019, London, 

Ontario.  That’s all I can see. I can’t see the rest of 

the world and I cannot see the arc of all eternity, the 

place where God lives in. God has the story that He 

is arcing out. It is His kingdom. Unless I choose to 

trust His kingdom and how He is guiding things, I 

will continue to fight for my little kingdom and I 

will miss the beauty of His kingdom come, of His 

will be done here on earth as it is in heaven. 

 

If you do not want to believe that God’s kingdom is 

a better kingdom, then the prayer stops right here.  

You don’t pray any further; it’s over, it’s done.  

You simply pray, “My kingdom come, my will be 

done right now because I think I know best.” What 

would it look like if we start to pray, “God’s 

kingdom come, God’s will be done”? 

 

Let me give you something really practical, 

something was put across me maybe 20 years ago, 

and I continue to try to ponder this and see what it 

means.  Maybe you need just to write some things 

down as to how can you go away today and begin to 

pray this line, “Your kingdom come, Your will be 

done.” It’s kind of an image of concentric circles, 

and actually when I pray this I think of these circles 

in my head. It begins with an inner circle and it 

begins with me, because in reality the hardest 

person to lead for me is myself.  The hardest person 

for you to lead is yourself.  It begins with me.  As I 

think about me, I think, okay, what are the roles that 

I play?  What are my roles?  Well I am a husband, 

right, I’m a father, I’m also a grandfather, I’m a son, 

I’m a friend, I’m an uncle, on and on right? I have 

finances, I have emotions I have got to deal with – 

this is all about my life – and you can create 

whatever list, however you want to design this 

piece.  It begins with the prayer, “God, Your 

kingdom come, Your will be done in my life as a 

husband, as it is in heaven.” 

 

Lord, I want to be a husband that is a kingdom-

minded husband, a husband that is created as You 

want me to be created. I want to be the husband that 

Janice needs and wants based on what Your 

kingdom values are all about. It starts to get real 

practical.  It starts to get real scary.  At times I go 

down the list and I am going, “I like my kingdom 

actually, I like the kingdom I’m creating…ah, God 

what You’re saying – I’m a father, I’m a 

grandfather – Lord, Your kingdom come.   

 

What does it mean to be a father who is kingdom-

minded?  I’m a son, I’m a friend, I’m a son of 

parents who are in their 80’s and they are going 

through their own health pieces.  What does it mean 

for me to be a son now?  How do I continue to 

honor my parents in the circumstances of life they 

are in?  How do I move into these moments? I am a 

son-in-law; how do I pray through my life in the 

beauty of all this? It changes the conversation, 

doesn’t it? 
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I remember when I was praying about being an 

uncle.  I thought, yeah, whatever; I just prayed, 

“Lord, Your kingdom come as an uncle.” What 

does a kingdom uncle do?  I don’t know – I just 

prayed it for years and years, and finally it clicked 

in my head, “Matt, what can a kingdom uncle do?” 

Well, none of my nieces and nephews live near me.  

But the Spirit whispered and said, “You can pray 

for them, can’t you?” 

 

So for years now I have just been praying, just 

Proverbs 3:5, 6 for my nieces and nephews, “May 

they trust in You with all their heart and lean not on 

their own understanding, in all their ways they 

would acknowledge You and You would make their 

paths straight.” Then a few years back it dawned on 

me, why don’t you just write them a card every 

year, just tell them you are praying for them, and 

anything you can do for them, just do for them. 

I am trying to figure out what does it mean to be a 

kingdom uncle. 

 

Finances, my emotions and whatever it is, this is…. 

But then it goes; the circles grow, right?   

 

Now it’s my family, right?  So, my wife Janice, my 

son Taylor, his wife Stephanie, my grandson 

Jonathan, my daughter Madison.  (I do not pray for 

the cat…sorry for those of you who…I will leave 

that one there – you can email me later. Yeah…) 

 

But what would it look like?  “So God, I pray for 

Janice that Your kingdom come, Your will be done 

in her life.” You can see how this prayer can grow, 

right?  If I wanted to, I could create a list for her 

now. “Lord, Your kingdom come in her life.” 

 

My son and my kids, and all that looks like. “Lord, 

Your kingdom; I desire they know You and all You 

have for them. I desire they live kingdom lives.” 

 

And the circle grows, right? Now it’s my extended 

family – my mom and dad, my mother-in-law, 

father-in-law, nieces, nephews, my sisters, my 

brothers-in-law.  You go, as in “Lord, Your 

kingdom come.” 

 

You start to see how this prayer could take you an 

hour to pray. It is no longer a 30-second line you 

make your way through.  But it is intense and it is 

deep, and it is rich. 

The circle can continue, right?  You know, it could 

be my neighbors – I pray for my neighbors by 

name. You know, my colleagues at work.  You 

know, if you are a business owner, what does it 

mean that God’s kingdom comes through you as 

you run a business, as you manage people? On it 

goes beyond that, you know, my country, the world. 

 

I begin through desire that God’s kingdom comes 

all through my life, all through my family’s life, all 

through my neighborhood, through the city of 

London and beyond. What would it begin to look 

like if all of us leaned into this beautiful moment 

and prayed for God’s kingdom to come? 

 

But it is first going to have to begin the journey of 

laying everything on the table and saying, “God 

here are all the pieces of my kingdom; do with them 

whatever You like, whatever You want to do with 

My kingdom pieces, all these roles, all my money – 

it’s Your kingdom. I truly will trust the beauty of all 

that You want. I give up authority, I give up my 

kingdom. I am no longer the king of my kingdom. I 

give it to you.” 

 

The city of London would be changed if even those 

of us in this room in this moment right now all 

released our kingdoms and declared to God, “It’s 

Your kingdom. I will live into whatever You call 

me to do.” Could that be our reality as followers of 

Jesus? 

 

As we began last week, we want to read this prayer 

together.  So I ask you to stand as we do that. It is 

going to be on the screen, the version we are using.  

Yes, we are going to read it through in probably 20 

seconds, but as you start to read these lines, I trust 

they are going to start growing roots and you are 

going to see what this really means. 

 

Let’s pray this together as we close. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 

 

Our Father in heaven,  

Hallowed be your name.  

Your kingdom come, 

Your will be done 

On earth as it is in heaven. 

 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our debts, 

As we also have forgiven our debtors. 

 

And lead us not into temptation, 

But deliver us from the evil one. 

 

For yours is the kingdom, 

The power, and the glory, forever, Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Points to Ponder 

Teach Us to Pray 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name.  Matthew 6:9 

With a friend, your family or in your small 

group, discuss the following questions. 

1. Describe your experiences in praying. When 

have you felt most comfortable praying? When 

have you been most frustrated? What confuses 

you about prayer? What excites you about 

prayer? 

 

2. What is your understanding of the Kingdom of 

God? How has it changed over time? What 

aspects of God’s Kingdom do you think you 

don’t really understand or don’t like? 

 

3. How can your understanding of the Kingdom of 

God impact how you will actually want to pray 

for his Kingdom to come? 

 

4. Have you ever thought about asking for God’s 

Kingdom to come in specific areas of your life? 

How would praying this way impact how you 

lived your life? What aspects of praying this 

way make you uncomfortable? 

 

5. Take some time to list out the various aspects of 

your life. How can you begin to pray through 

these this coming week? 

   


