
Page 1 of 7 

                   
   
Date:   January 27-28, 2018 
Speaker: Paul McIlwraith 
Scripture: The Story - Chapter 16 - Fall of Israel 

I think it was one of my sons that asked the question 

this past Christmas. Perhaps it is a question you 

have been asked as well. If you could meet or have 

lunch with anyone in history, living or dead who 

would it be and why? Have you ever been asked 

that question? How did you respond? If you have 

never been asked the question, how would you 

respond?  When my son asked me, it kind of caught 

me a bit off guard and I had to think for a moment 

and I am not sure I really gave a definitive answer.   

 

Of course, upon further reflection, the instinctual 

response would be Jesus but, we are told in the bible 

that I will meet him one day, so that kind of gives 

me a “gimme”. I have a few different answers as it 

is hard to narrow it down.  

 

Maybe I would say the Apostle John, Jesus’ dearly 

beloved friend. He had an up close view of Jesus’ 

early ministry. I would want to ask him how people 

responded to Jesus’ teachings. What it was like to 

‘do life” with him each day for three years?  

 

Another person I might choose is Mother Teresa. I 

would love to just chat with her about her incredible 

compassion for people, especially the poor.  

 

Or maybe I would select Jackie Robinson. As a 

sports fan, I have to go with an athlete. Robinson 

broke through the racial barriers to become the first 

black baseball player in the major leagues.  

I would love to ask him about his experiences 

during that time in the 1940’s and 50’s.  

 

I sent a note out to our North Park staff this week 

and asked them, who they would love to meet. The 

answers I got back were as interesting and varied as 

yours would be, I am sure. I will let you decide 

which staff member matches which person. They 

responded, the Apostles Peter and John, Justin 

Martyr, Charles Wesley, CS Lewis, St Francis of 

Assisi, Martin Luther King Jr, Princess Diana, 

Corrie Ten Boom, Elvis Presley, my grandfather. 

Who would you love to meet from history? I would 

almost be certain that none of you thought of Isaiah, 

from the bible. Did you? 

 

Isaiah was a prophet around 740 BC. Just after the 

time of Amos, the prophet messenger that we talked 

about last week? Prophets were specifically called 

by God to bring his message to the people. They 

were also known as “seers” because God seemed to 

give them special spiritual insight into situations or 

circumstances. These Prophets or messengers came 

from a variety of different backgrounds. They spoke 

to different audiences, in different periods of time 

and they possessed their own unique styles and 

personalities. And many lived harsh, lonely lives. It 

came with the call.  

 

During the time in history that we find ourselves in 

our message series on The Story, God’s people, the 

Israelites appeared to turn a deaf ear to God so he 

sent messengers, his prophets to be his mouthpiece 

and in many cases, they spoke words of warning 

and judgement on the people.  

 

To the Northern Kingdom, God sent Amos. Instead 

of worshipping God alone, the people were 

worshipping other gods. Idolatry. They were 

exploiting the poor and their hearts were far from 

God and do you remember where their apathy and 

hypocrisy was most obvious? It was in the way that 

they worshipped. It was their religious festivals. 

They were all show and no action and God didn’t 

like it and he had Amos tell them as much.  

 

Twenty years after Amos, God called his man, 

Isaiah to be his prophet to the southern Kingdom of 
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Judah because unfortunately they were not faring 

much better in their allegiance and devotion to God.  

To many, Isaiah is deemed to be the Prince of the 

Prophets. The book of Isaiah in the bible that 

describes his life and ministry is 66 chapters long, 

making Amos’ nine chapters almost look paltry by 

comparison. Isaiah may just be the most important 

Old Testament book of Prophecy. It is full of 

eloquent writing and beautiful poetry.  

 

I listened to a talk by Christian author and Pastor 

Max Lucado this week on Isaiah. I really like the 

way he summed it up. He said if you were to reduce 

the life and ministry of Isaiah to one sentence, it 

would be; that he was a prophet who saw God, saw 

the future and foresaw the Saviour.   

 

We don’t have a lot of personal information about 

Isaiah. Scholars believe he was raised in an 

aristocratic home. He married a prophetess and had 

two sons. He prophesied in Judah during the reign 

of four kings and it is believed he was martyred 

under the reign of the 5th, Manasseh. Isaiah was 

born during the time of reign of King Uzziah and he 

rose to the position of a scribe in the King’s court.  

 

Now, Uzziah was a very important King in Judah. 

He reigned for over 52 years. He wasn’t necessarily 

a Godly man but he was a good leader. The bible 

says he did right in the eyes of the Lord.  He kept 

the enemy at bay and he was an intelligent, 

innovative and generally respected King in a time 

when the Kingdom of Judah prospered. But when 

King Uzziah died, the people were left with a huge 

gap. When he died everything changed. You can 

image after being in power for so long, Uzziah had 

left his mark on the entire Kingdom. He was King 

for a whole generation of people, most of the 

citizens didn’t know any differently and were used 

to his way of ruling. Even if they didn’t agree with 

some of his methods, at least it was consistent and 

we like consistency don’t we? Much more than 

change. Change throws most of us into turmoil.  

 

I shared a story last week about when I was in grade 

1. Remember, the principal’s office? Do you know 

another thing I used to do in grade 1? Every 

morning as a class we sang “O Canada”. When we 

sang “O Canada”, we faced a picture of the Queen. 

That was almost 50 years ago. If grade ones still 

sing “O Canada” in their classrooms today, they 

would face a picture of that same Queen. Although 

her picture now reflects her later age. On February 6 

of this year, that same Queen, Elizabeth marks her 

66th year of reign over the British Commonwealth, 

including Canada. On the day she dies, things will 

change. In fact, the British Business Insider states 

that the day Queen Elizabeth dies, will be the most 

disruptive event in Britain in the last 70 years. 

Everything will stop. As Charles, or William 

assume the crown, it may cause a little discomfort 

for those who have only ever known what life was 

like with Elizabeth as their ruler.  

 

I know some of you who sit here today who can 

relate to that. You are going through times of 

change. In the last four weeks alone, we have had 

four members of our congregation pass away. There 

have been another eight families touched by death 

that we are also supporting. That is, they had a 

mother or father pass away. That is a lot of change, 

for a lot of families.  

 

On Friday, Carolyn and I, our children and 

Carolyn’s brothers and their families, began 

cleaning out Carolyn’s parent’s home. A home they 

had built for them thirty years ago. During the 

Christmas season, her dad had an episode that has 

prompted him to be moved into the nursing home 

where Carolyn’s mom has also been a resident for 

the last 4 years with Alzheimer’s disease. I know 

some of you are in the same situation, caring for 

your elderly parents. Maneuvering through the 

change.  

 

Maybe this New Year, 2018, has brought you 

change. A new baby is on the way. A new marriage. 

A relationship break-up or divorce. A child moving 

out of the house. A change of jobs. A change in 

health status. It has led to some upheaval. It is 

unsettling, because change is hard. For most. Last 

week, we had a staff meeting and we were 

discussing this topic of change and Shane stated, I 

love change. Just as long as it’s planned. For most, 

change is hard, for others, they love change just as 

long as it is planned. Where do you fall on the 

spectrum? 

 

During the time of Isaiah, the nation of Judah was in 

great upheaval. King Uzziah had died, the future 

was uncertain and that is exactly the situation into 

which God sends his prophet, Isaiah with a message 
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for his people. Listen to the description of how 

Isaiah is sent by God to these people.  

 

Isaiah 6:1-8 or page 224 

This is Isaiah speaking. He said, 

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the 

Lord, high and exalted, seated on a 

throne; and the train of his robe filled the 

temple. 2 Above him were seraphim, each 

with six wings: With two wings they covered 

their faces, with two they covered their 

feet, and with two they were flying. 3 And 

they were calling to one another: “Holy, 

holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; the whole 

earth is full of his glory.” 4 At the sound of 

their voices the doorposts and thresholds 

shook and the temple was filled with smoke. 
5 “Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I 

am a man of unclean lips, and I live among 

a people of unclean lips, and my eyes have 

seen the King, the LORD Almighty.” 6 Then 

one of the seraphim flew to me with a live 

coal in his hand, which he had taken with 

tongs from the altar. 7 With it he touched my 

mouth and said, “See, this has touched your 

lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin 

atoned for.” 8 Then I heard the voice of the 

Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who 

will go for us?” And I said, “Here am 

I. Send me!” 

It is a near impossible task to summarize the 

richness of the book of Isaiah in the short time we 

have together today. But I do like the way, Max 

Lucado summed it up. If you were to reduce the life 

and ministry of Isaiah to one sentence, it would be; 

that he was a prophet who saw God, saw the future 

and foresaw the Saviour.  

 

Isaiah was a Prophet that: 

1. Saw God 

He saw God. Let me ask you a question? How do 

you see God, how do you visualize him? Close your 

eyes for a moment, when you think of God, what do 

you see? Did you notice how Isaiah saw God from 

the text I read? High and Exalted, seated on a 

throne. The train of his robe, filled the entire 

temple. Seraphim of the highest angelic order 

encircled him and were calling “Holy, holy, holy is 

the LORD Almighty; the whole earth is full of his 

glory.” 

That is a pretty majestic view of God isn’t it? How 

does it compare to your view? Of God?  

 

One of the ways that God used Isaiah, his prophet 

and messenger to calm the fears of the Israelites 

who were going through a difficult and uncertain 

time was not by removing their problems or 

stopping the change. It was by reminding them of 

the presence of God and challenging their view of 

him. Although Uzziah was no longer on the earthly 

throne, God was still on the heavenly one. He is still 

there. He hasn’t gone anywhere. Even though there 

were times when the Israelite people turned their 

backs on Him, put his presence out of their minds as 

they worshipped other things, God was still there, 

seated on the throne.  

 

That’s Isaiah’s message to the people all throughout 

his ministry, through good times and more 

turbulent. Throughout all the changes. As Uzziah’s 

successor ruled, and the next King and the next 

King and the next King. Isaiah’s message was 

consistent to the people, God is still here, God is 

still here, God is still here. Turn to God.  

 

And he is still here for you. We live in a changing 

world, have you noticed. The only thing that doesn’t 

change in our world is the fact, that there will be 

change. Put your hand up, if you are going through 

some change it some area of your life right now. We 

can’t escape it. It is just a part of life. Sometimes it 

is for the better and other times it is hard. It’s 

painful.  

 

The message of Isaiah is that God doesn’t calm our 

fears by promising that there will be no more 

change. He calms us by promising to meet us in the 

change. This weekend marks my fifth anniversary at 

North Park Church. By my estimation, I have stood 

before you and preached about 175 times. I would 

think by now, you would have a pretty good idea, I 

do not like change. How else do you explain my 

allegiance to the Toronto Maple Leafs? Over the 

years they have given me plenty of reason to jump 

ship. Change is hard for me. So, I try to control my 

world to minimize the change.  

 

And I have a tendency to do what perhaps many of 

you do, when change is happening in my life and it 

becomes too overwhelming for me, I pray to God to 

take it away. Stop the change. And God’s reminder 
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to me, time after time, things are going to change, 

Paul. You live in a changing world, don’t resist it, 

embrace it and find me right where I always am, on 

the throne. I am present. I am here for you when it 

seems like there is a hurricane blowing through 

your life.   

 

What is the change you are going through today? 

What is the problem or worry that has you 

preoccupied these days? Have you ever considered 

that if the problem seems too big, perhaps your 

view of God has gotten too small? During times of 

trouble or difficulty, where do your eyes go, up or 

down? Will you do me another favour. Everyone, 

just look up at the screen. Keep looking. Do you 

notice that when you are focused on something, 

what happens to everything else around you? It gets 

a little blurry doesn’t it? Things in our peripheral 

vision seem out of focus because all of our attention 

is on one thing. The thing we are looking at gets 

bigger and everything else seems to get smaller, out 

of focus. So, during times of difficulty, where does 

your focus go? Is it on the problem or on God? 

What becomes bigger? 

 

I am not a big fan of winter specifically winter 

driving. If I know I have to drive anywhere of great 

distance, I am checking the weather network two 

weeks out to see if there is any snow in the forecast.  

As I said, on Friday, Carolyn and I had to go to 

Waterloo to start moving things out of her parent’s 

house that meant that we needed to rent a truck 

which causes a bit of anxiety even in the best of 

times but in the winter?  You can imagine, this 

week, I have left a visible imprint on the screen of 

my cell phone, where I am pressing the weather 

network. Josh Black even showed me a way to 

check radar weather a little while ago, so now I can 

watch storm systems come in. The more I focus on 

it, the bigger and bigger it gets. And the weather 

network has actually found a way to increase my 

anxiety. They run those red alert banners across the 

top of the screen. Weather alert. 2 cm of snow 

coming. When I see one of those, whoa, it can 

consume me and everything else is out of focus.  

 

Do you remember how Isaiah describe God?  

 

 

 

 

Isaiah 6:1-3 

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the 

Lord, high and exalted, seated on a 

throne; and the train of his robe filled the 

temple. 2 Above him were seraphim,……. 

3 And they were calling to one another: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; 

    the whole earth is full of his glory.” 

 

He saw God, despite everything else going on 

around him, the problems, the worry, the change. 

Instead of magnifying the problem, Isaiah 

magnified the Lord. Just like we do with a 

magnifying glass. When God becomes larger in our 

lives, our problems seem smaller and that gives us 

the courage to move forward in the hope that he is 

there for us.  

 

By the way, that is what we doing when we worship 

around here. When we sing songs, we are lifting up, 

magnifying the Lord, making him greater and our 

problems smaller.  

 

We live in a world that bombards us with news, 

most of it bad. We have 24 hour a day, news 

stations. Our smart phones alert us to “up to the 

moment” breaking news. It can cause us a lot of 

anxiety. Isaiah reminds us to keep our eyes on God, 

a God so awesome that even the angels stepped 

back in awe, Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God 

Almighty. When we do that, the problems, the 

change around us, get smaller and God gets bigger.  

 

Isaiah was a Prophet that: 

1. Saw God and had a great view of him  

And he 

2. Saw the future. A great future 

 

The time of Isaiah, 740 BC, was just before the city 

of Jerusalem would fall to the Assyrians. Isaiah saw 

the impending fate of the Israelites who refused to 

focus on God and instead worshipped other gods. 

The prophet also foresaw their eventual captivity in 

Babylon but he speaks to the people with a 

conviction and with compassion about a future, a 

better day that lay ahead. As we know through our 

study of The Story, God made the nation of Israel 

some promises that he was going to keep. He had 

made a covenant with them, that he would be their 

God and they would be his people and as Christians, 
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we have been grafted into these same promises. A 

better future lies ahead for us as well.  

 

Look at the world that Isaiah describes that God will 

bring about one day. 

 

Isaiah 11:6-9 He says, in the future, 

 The wolf will live with the lamb, 

     the leopard will lie down with the goat, 

 the calf and the lion and the 

 yearling together; 

     and a little child will lead them. 
 7 The cow will feed with the bear, 

     their young will lie down together, 

     and the lion will eat straw like the ox. 
 8 The infant will play near the cobra’s den, 

     and the young child will put its hand into 

 the viper’s nest. 
 9 They will neither harm nor destroy 

     on all my holy mountain, 

 for the earth will be filled with the 

 knowledge of the LORD 

     as the waters cover the sea. 

 

This is our future and it is a great future that Isaiah 

paints for humanity. One day, God will have his 

Garden of Eden. Do you remember it from Genesis 

1? The beauty of God’s creation in the garden? The 

tranquility of that Garden was destroyed by sin.  

But one day Isaiah says, God will restore the earth 

to what it was in the beginning. Humanity, animals 

and creation will live in harmony. There will be no 

more armed conflicts, no inequality, no injustice, no 

harassment, no addictions and no abuse of power. 

There will be no sin. The wolf and the lamb will 

live in peace together.  A child will pet a viper. It 

will be Paradise. And there is a hunger for that sort 

of world in the human spirit isn’t there? Because 

that is the world for which we were created.  

 

We were made to love God and love others and tend 

to his creation. The fall of Adam and Eve in the 

garden and our own sin, has taken us away from 

that but the Prophet Isaiah reminded the people and 

he reminds us, that things may be bad right now. 

Things may seem out of control in our world.  

But lift our eyes to our Majestic God, because 

things are going to get better. Do you ever look 

around at the state of our world and wonder, is this 

as good as it gets? Like the title of that Jack 

Nicholson movie, “As Good as It Gets”.  

After a particularly exasperating day, when things 

just were not working out, the character that 

Nicholson plays in the movie just turns to a random 

group of people in a doctor’s waiting room and 

exclaims, What if this is as good as it gets? 

 

There are many people that we encounter every day 

that think, this is as good as it gets.Incidences of 

Suicide and depression on the increase, drug 

addiction, crime, terrorism, threat of nuclear bombs, 

immorality, natural disasters, inconsistent global 

weather patterns can all create a sense of fear in 

people, what if this is as good as it gets?!  

 

For Christians, things may appear bad now, but this 

is not as good as it gets. Our future is better. One 

day, Jesus will come again and make all things 

right. He will defeat sin and evil for good and those 

who believe in his name will spend eternity in 

paradise with him. That is a great future. That is 

good news for the soul. Until then, we are to trust 

him, follow him, allow him to use us to lift his 

name up and keep our eyes on him when the world 

seeks to suck us into the voids and bring us down.  

We have a great God and we have a great future. 

That is what we can learn from the Prophet Isaiah. 

 

Isaiah was a Prophet that: 

1. Saw God and had a great view of him.  

2. Saw the future and what a great future it 

well be. 

But he also,   

3. Saw a Great Saviour  

 

I think it is at this point that Isaiah would make my 

top three list of people I would want to meet. To sit 

down over lunch and ask him, how? what? Where 

did Isaiah 53 come from? Never has a prophet so 

poetically intertwined such a beautiful picture of the 

one who will come, to save his people. Isaiah saw a 

great Saviour. This is what Isaiah writes about this 

coming Saviour, Jesus. Just let these words pour 

over you.  

 

Isaiah 53:1-9 or page 228  

 Who has believed our message 

     and to whom has the arm of the LORD been 

 revealed? 
 2 He grew up before him like a tender shoot, 

     and like a root out of dry ground. 

 He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to 
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 him, 

     nothing in his appearance that we should 

 desire him. 
 3 He was despised and rejected by mankind, 

     a man of suffering, and familiar with 

 pain. 

 Like one from whom people hide their faces 

     he was despised, and we held him in low 

 esteem. 
4 Surely he took up our pain 

    and bore our suffering, 

yet we considered him punished by God, 

    stricken by him, and afflicted. 
5 But he was pierced for our transgressions, 

    he was crushed for our iniquities; 

the punishment that brought us peace was 

on him, 

    and by his wounds we are healed. 
6 We all, like sheep, have gone astray, 

    each of us has turned to our own way; 

and the LORD has laid on him 

    the iniquity of us all. 
7 He was oppressed and afflicted, 

    yet he did not open his mouth; 

he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, 

    and as a sheep before its shearers is 

silent, 

    so he did not open his mouth. 
8 By oppression and judgment he was taken 

away. 

    Yet who of his generation protested? 

For he was cut off from the land of the 

living; 

    for the transgression of my people he was 

punished. 
9 He was assigned a grave with the wicked, 

    and with the rich in his death, 

though he had done no violence, 

    nor was any deceit in his mouth. 

 

Eight centuries before the birth of Jesus, Isaiah 

gives a vivid description of the one who will come, 

to restore the people back to God. Before the 

Gospels were written, Isaiah saw it. Long before 

Christ cried out from the cross, My God, my God. 

Isaiah prophesised it.  

 

Long before John 3:16, Isaiah predicted it.  

For God so loved the world that he gave his 

one and only Son, that whoever believes in 

him shall not perish but have eternal life.  

Seven hundred years before the birth of Jesus, 

Isaiah could see a great saviour. Now 2 000 years 

after Jesus’ death and resurrection, do we? Do we 

see a great Saviour? Do you ever feel weighed 

down by life? Things are changing. There’s 

problems and worry. Maybe shame or sorrow or 

regret. Do you ever have remorse about an event, or 

day in your life, or maybe a month or a season of 

life? Isaiah reminds us that God has given us a 

Great Saviour. Can we see him? Have we received 

him? 

 

Sometimes when our problems seem too big, our 

view of God is too small.  

 

Isaiah was a Prophet that: 

1. Saw God and had a great view of him. 

 

Sometimes when life seems so overwhelming, we 

wonder, is this is good as it gets?  

 

Isaiah was a Prophet that: 

2.  Saw the future and what a great future it 

is. 

 

Sometimes, we wonder if there really is a God that 

cares about us.  

 

Isaiah was a Prophet that: 

3. Saw a Great Saviour, sent by God 

because he so loves each one of us.  

 

So, next time, you are thinking about who you 

would like to meet, next to Jesus, next to the 

apostles, next to that great leader or rock star or 

sports icon, don’t forget, Isaiah. Perhaps we don’t 

know too much about his private life because all he 

wanted to talk about was a Great God, who gave us 

a great future and a great savior. May we ponder his 

words, every time things change and our problems 

seem too big.  

 

Amen? Amen.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Page 7 of 7 

Lead into communion. With our thoughts and 

minds focused on our Great God, who provided a 

great hope and future for us, through a great 

Saviour. That is what we remember as we come to 

this table today.  

 

We don’t say it enough but maybe we should. The 

Lord’s Prayer is a wonderful way to prepare our 

hearts for communion. We say it in community as 

we take communion. It reminds of our great God, 

about the Kingdom that he represents. About his 

faithfulness and provision for his people.  

 

So, will you join me in praying The Lord’s Prayer 

as we lead into a time of communion.    

 

Lord’s Prayer 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name,  

thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.  

 

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us.  

 

And lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  

 

For thine is the kingdom,  

and the power, and the glory,  

for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Points to Ponder 

THE STORY 

The Beginning of the End 

 (of the Kingdom of Israel) 

Chapter 16 

With a friend, your family or in your small 

group, discuss the following questions. 

1. If you could meet or have lunch with 

anyone in history, living or dead who 

would it be and why? 

 

2. Are you going through change in your 

life right now? How do you process 

change? What feelings does it conjure up 

for you? How do you cope with change? 

 

3. What is your view of God? When you 

close your eyes and think of God, what 

do you see?  

 

4. Discuss this statement, If the problem 

seems too big, perhaps your view of God 

is too small. How does this relate to your 

life especially when problems or worry 

come your way? 

 

5. What is your view of the future? Have 

you ever thought, what if this is as good 

as it gets? As a follower of Jesus, what 

does the future that Isaiah prophesized 

about mean to you? 

 

6. We have a Great Saviour, Jesus. Discuss 

with your group what Jesus has meant to 

your life.  

 

Prayer and Action Item 

Pray for one another out of the key points that were 

discussed. Pray specifically for those in your group 

who may be going through change. Pray that they 

will meet God in the change and will see a great 

future and a great Saviour.  


