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Series Big Idea: Jesus doesn’t just want fans, church attenders or onlookers. He 
doesn’t just want people who sit and watch all the bad going on around us and say; “Oh, 
what’s the use!” Jesus needs bold people willing to take a risk to make a difference and 
who refuse to make excuses. He wants us to follow him by being a participant and 
being all in - joining a spiritual revolution. Following Jesus is a no turning back deal. 
Jesus’ call and invitation to us is to be all in. And we are a church that asks you to be all 
in. This short two week series will look at what it means to be all in according to Jesus. 
 
Message Big Idea: Jesus is calling humble people who know grace and forgiveness 
to take risks to live out a life of faith. That is a high and hard calling. We see it in a 
woman described in Luke 7. It all starts with God’s grace. We are aware of how much 
we are forgiven. That creates a deep faith. That faith is what saves us. And real faith 
shows itself in the acts of love and service. May we let such a great love move us to 
love and action. 
 
Main Idea: His love will move us to take risks, to act and be all in. 
 
Main Text: Luke 7:36-50 
 
Reflection/Discussion Questions: 

1. Share a time when you or someone you know took a risk and made a stand to 
truly make a difference. What did they do and what difference did they make? 

2. If we think of our life as a big TV screen, who or what dominates the messages 
shown and shared on our screen? What’s the main messages that are 
broadcast? How much of the message and story is true and how much is a lie? 

3. How is the church to be a counter message to the message of our world? Why 
does the church exist? What is our role as followers of Jesus in this world? 

4. Read the story of the woman who took a huge risk and came to Jesus in Luke 
7:36-50. As you read this story, what jumps out at you? What do you take away 
from the event and Jesus’ story and response to her great love? 

5. Describe, as best as you can, the extent to which you’ve allowed the great love 
of Jesus to fill your life? How easy or hard is it for you to accept the grace, mercy 
and forgiveness of Jesus? What is the evidence of allowing or not allowing his 
love to fill your life? 

6. Glen suggests that “his love will move us to take risks, to act and be all in.” How 
have you seen that play out in your life or that of others? How has his love 
moved your love into action both in the past and currently? 
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Main Idea: His love will move us to take risks, to act and be all in. 
 
Message:  
Okay, I’ve been really good for a long while. It’s been almost a year or more since I’ve 
told a story from Ukraine where we lived for five years doing pioneering mission work. 
But today I want to tell a story that happened after I left Ukraine. It was in the fall of 
2004 when Ukraine experienced a well documented fraudulent election. It was between 
two men with the first name Victor. Victor Yushchenko was a Ukrainian nationalist 
whom the Russians tried to kill with a poison before the election to make sure their guy 
won. His face is still damaged with lesions from the poison the Russians put in his soup 
. His opponent, Victor Yanukovych was a crook backed by the Russians. Yanukovych 
supposedly won but everyone knew it was a rigged election. The Ukrainian people rose 
up as one in a nationwide protest to overturn the Russian cheating. Here’s the story that 
we didn’t hear. This revolution against injustice got started by one person. 
 
Yushchenko, the poisoned Ukrainian patriot, actually had a huge lead as the polls 
closed. But the state-run television station reported this: “Ladies and gentlemen, we 
announce that the challenger Victor Yushchenko has been decisively defeated.” It was 
an outright lie. 
 
In the lower right-hand corner of the screen a woman by the name of Natalia Dmitruk 
was providing a translation service for the deaf community. As the news presented the 
lies of the regime, Natalia Dmitruk refused to translate them. Instead, she translated 
this: “I’m addressing all the deaf citizens of Ukraine” she signed. “They are lying and I’m 
ashamed to translate those lies. Yushchenko is our president.” This one woman’s act of 
defiance started a movement which became a revolution. 
 
You see, the deaf community sprang into gear. They text messaged their friends about 
the fraudulent result and news spread of Dmitruk’s act of defiance. Journalists were 
inspired to likewise tell the truth. Over the coming weeks the “Orange Revolution” 
occurred as a million people wearing orange made their way to the capital city of Kiev 
demanding a new election. Orange was the color of the Yushchenko’s party. The 
Russian backed government in Ukraine was forced to meet their demands and a new 
election under international oversight was held and Victor Yushchenko finally became 
the legitimate president. 
 
This is a picture of the church!  There is an evil world out there that controls the story. 
The Devil has primary control of our culture. It controls the message and has the bigger 
part of the screen. The church is the little box in the corner. We are to be like the deaf 
interpreter. We know God and the truth. And we have to be bold and fearless to 
proclaim the truth about what is really going on around us. We need to keep telling the 
those watching the big screen that the world is lying to us. The evil one tells a stream of 
lies to try to ruin and destroy our lives. We have to take the risks to help others know the 
truth and who our real Savior is.  
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Jesus came to our dark corrupt world of sin to tell us the truth and show us a better way. 
Jesus, in a spiritual sense, is that deaf interpreter urging us to quit believing the lies and 
follow the way of love, hope and faith. Jesus came to tell us that in the midst of the bad 
news on the big screen, there is actually good news. And that’s why I love reading the 
Gospels which are four books in our Bible called Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. These 
Gospels or books record the very words of Jesus, the Son of God. In case you’re new to 
the Bible; these are the first four books of the New Testament and they tell the story of 
Jesus.  
 
This is how I see Jesus. He’s one in the corner of the TV screen of life calling us to a 
true and new way of living. But the power of sin and falsehood are powerful and very 
hard to stand against. Jesus needs people like you and me who will stand up against 
the culture of self-service to be brave like Natalia the interpreter and the millions of 
Ukrainians who acted against corruption and evil. Jesus is asking his followers to be 
bold, brave, fully committed and be all in. Jesus doesn’t just want fans and onlookers or 
church attenders. He wants us to get up and get into the street. He doesn’t just want us 
to sit and watch the world’s big screen and say; “That’s so wrong, but what’s the use!” 
Jesus needs people of faith to be willing to take a risk who will make a difference. He 
wants us to follow him by being a participant and being all in - joining a spiritual 
revolution.  
 
Following Jesus is a no turning back deal. Jesus’ call and invitation requires us to be all 
in. And we are a church that asks you to be all in. So we are going to do a short series 
looking at what it means to be all in. In every one of the four Gospel books, there are 
stories of people who were all in. There is one woman who is a perfect picture of of this. 
She, like the deaf interpreter, took a huge risk. She was brave and bold. She risked it all 
to be all in with Jesus. Let’s read her story found in Luke 7:36-50 (pg.705 - NIV) - 36 

When one of the Pharisees invited Jesus to have dinner with him, he went to the 
Pharisee’s house and reclined at the table. 37 A woman in that town who lived a 
sinful life learned that Jesus was eating at the Pharisee’s house, so she came 
there with an alabaster jar of perfume. 38 As she stood behind him at his feet 
weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears. Then she wiped them with her 
hair, kissed them and poured perfume on them. 
39 When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, “If this man 
were a prophet, he would know who is touching him and what kind of woman she 
is—that she is a sinner.” 
 
Wow! Can’t you just picture what that might have looked like?! What a bold, courageous 
person. Why would I say that? Well, Jesus, considered a Rabbi and by some a prophet, 
is eating dinner with other religious leaders of the community, most of who were of a 
group called the Pharisees. So here is a room filled with people who hated people like 
this woman. Here’s why they hated her. First, she was a woman. They didn’t value 
women and this group of men considered her to be among the lowest classes of people. 
Second, they hated a woman like this one because she had been labeled a sinner. 
While her sin is not named, everything points to the fact that she was most likely a 
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prostitute and a well known one at that. Third, in that day, they blamed all their problems 
on people like this woman. She would have been considered a traitor. They believed 
that God was punishing their nation because of the sins of people like her. They 
believed Israel had been invaded and occupied by an ungodly Roman army and 
government as punishment because of people like her. She was part of a group of 
people responsible for the downfall of Israel...so they thought.  
 
Try to imagine a situation where you know you are not only unwelcomed but in fact 
hated and despised like a traitor. It is into that room of hate that this woman had the 
courage to go to a dinner uninvited! Just entering the house and approaching Jesus 
would have been a huge social risk!  
 
Why did she take that risk? She obviously had heard about and known who Jesus was. 
She knew he would love and accept her. She knew he spoke truth. Jesus was filled with 
both grace and truth. She knew that he was the one to follow. So she risked everything 
to express her love to Jesus.  
 
This woman used perfume that could easily be worth two years of a salary back then. 
But there is way more here. She not only gave away something very valuable, she gave 
away something she used to earn a living. She used this perfume for her profession. As 
a prostitute she would have used it on herself and her bedding to get a good payment 
and get repeat customers. It was a tool of her trade. 
 
I see what she did as a statement of her faith. It was her intent never to go back to her 
old way of life. So in fact, she took two risks. She took a risk entering a house where 
she was hated and she gave up her old way of life. She gave away her wealth and her 
means of making a living. She was showing that she would never to go back to the old 
ways! She was all in! She cut her ties to the past and was totally committed to Jesus. 
There was no better, no deeper way that she could tell Jesus how much she loved him. 
She gave her all and held nothing back. She took risks.  
 
But there’s more. What moved this woman to be all in? She was moved by a great love. 
This woman, who probably had never really been unconditionally loved, was fully loved 
by Jesus and it was this great love that moved her to action. And that’s my point today - 
His love will move us to take risks, to act and be all in. May we come to the place 
like this woman that we are so filled with the love of God and the kindness of Jesus that 
we have to act. It is out of gratitude that we truly love, serve, worship and give. 
 
You see Simon the religious Pharisee just couldn’t get it. He’s murmuring to himself that 
he can’t believe that Jesus, a teacher and prophet, wouldn’t know how bad this woman 
was. If he knew, he would never let her close to him. He’s appalled! So Jesus responds 
to him this way in verse 40 by telling a parable or story. He says there was a 
moneylender and one owed him two years worth of salary and the other two months 
worth of salary. Neither could pay back their debt so he forgave both of them. Then 
Jesus asks: which of the two will love the man more? Simon gives the logical answer- 
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the person who owed two years versus two months salary. Jesus said; “You got it right!” 
Let’s pick up Jesus’ conclusion in verse 44 - 44 Then he turned toward the woman and 
said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? I came into your house. You did not give 
me any water for my feet, but she wet my feet with her tears and wiped them with 
her hair. 45 You did not give me a kiss, but this woman, from the time I entered, 
has not stopped kissing my feet. 46 You did not put oil on my head, but she has 
poured perfume on my feet. 47 Therefore, I tell you, her many sins have been 
forgiven—as her great love has shown. But whoever has been forgiven little loves 
little.” 
48 Then Jesus said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.” 
49 The other guests began to say among themselves, “Who is this who even 
forgives sins?” 
50 Jesus said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.” 
 
Verse 47 is the key verse in this whole story. This is what Jesus said: Therefore, I tell 
you, her many sins have been forgiven—as her great love has shown. But 
whoever has been forgiven little loves little. She was shown great love by Jesus. 
He forgave her many sins. And it is a great love given to her that results in her showing 
a great love. She loved Jesus well, way better than anyone had done to this point. It is 
out of such a great love that we show our gratitude through love and service toward 
God and others. But this story isn’t included in the Bible just as a nice feel good story. It 
is to challenge us to experience and live as this woman. Jesus wants us to truly get the 
depth of his love so that it will move us. You see, His love will move us to take risks, 
to act and be all in. 

Simon the Pharisee represents a religious person. He thought he was good. He had 
worked hard to be good and thought he had earned God’s love. He didn’t get how 
messed up he was inside and how much he actually needed God’s forgiveness. If we 
don’t need a great love, we won’t show a great love. Let me say that again. If we 
don’t think we need a great love, we won’t be able to show a great love. Simon showed 
Jesus no love because there was no love in him that could flow out to Jesus. And he 
was unable to love this outcast, unloved, unnamed woman. Simon is full of himself and 
is a picture of a hollow, empty person who has no love to give love away. 

And this unnamed woman spoke no words. She didn’t need words. She expressed her 
love in action. That’s real faith. That’s real love. Love has to be more than words. In the 
end, love is always an action. This woman describes how Jesus wants us to live. We 
are all in with Jesus. We need his love and grace. His loves fills our lives. That love 
overflows into action. His love will move us to take risks, to act and be all in. 
 
So what?! How do we put this story into action in our lives? Every story and every 
teaching in the Bible is there for a reason. I want to give you three things you can do 
today. There are three decisions and actions you can take. Here’s where it all starts. 
First, decide to be all in with Jesus. The woman repented, which means she left her old 
life and ways behind. There was no turning back. Decide to accept God’s forgiveness 
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and grace, leave you’re old way behind and begin to follow Jesus and his way. His 
love will move us to take risks, to act and be all in. Our prayer partners and folks in 
Starting Point would love to talk to you if you have questions about what that means. 
And if you make or have recently made that decision, then let me encourage you to 
make the commitment and promise to follow Jesus and be all in next week in baptism. 
We’ll have an opportunity for you to be baptized next Sunday. If you have questions 
about that, go over to Starting Point or for those online, ask your host how you can be 
baptized. 
 
Second, decide to be all in and join others here in our church to be all in. That 
Ukrainian deaf interpreter was all in and took a risk and made a stand. The woman 
who came to Jesus was all in, took a risk and made a stand. We need to be all in as 
well. We need to take a stand that we’ll let God’s love move us to action. We do 
something a bit different from what some churches do. We ask you to make a 
commitment to be all in with our church every year. We do this every year because we 
want our commitment of being all in to be alive and active. So if you were all in 2017, 
this is a new year. If you are new, join us in putting your faith into action. 
 
I’m asking you to be an All In Partner for 2018.This is described on the card that is in 
the seats in front of you. Take it out please. Those who are with us live online, we have 
a digital copy for you. All In means you believe in, are sold out to and want to help 
make our vision and mission a reality. Our church exists to make a difference in this life 
and for eternity. We want to bring the influence of Jesus into our world. We won’t bring 
Jesus into our world and change the world unless we have a church of folks who are all 
in. As an All In Partner, you are committing to live out your faith by 1) sharing life with 
others, 2) being generous with all of your life and 3) engaging in serving others. If you 
are willing to be an All In Partner, sign the card and put it in the offering bucket or sign 
online. Pray about it. If you have questions, come visit us at Starting Point after the 
service - room #1 off the courtyard. 
 
Finally, being all in means we put our faith into action. Faith and love is never real until 
it is expressed in action. I’m also asking you to find a way to put your faith into action 
through some form of service. If his great love fills us inside, it has to be expressed in 
action. And today we’ve made that easy for you to discover how to put your faith into 
action. We have over a dozen community service agencies here on our campus. They 
are in our Pantano cafe. And we have service opportunities through our church. Check 
out these serving opportunities as a way to put love and faith into action.  
 
Here’s my point today: His love will move us to take risks, to act and be all in. As 
we come to communion, what we focus on first is how great his love is. His love was so 
great that it moved him to action. He died for us. He died for the forgiveness we need. 
There is no greater love. That’s what we remember now. But don’t stop there. Let that 
great love move you into action. Make the commitment to at least look for ways to put 
your love into action.  
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