BECOMING AN IMPERFECTIONIST

Matthew 6:12; Ephesians 4:29-32

Matthew 6:12, And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.

Acts 9:1-4, 1 Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the Lord’s disciples. He
went to the high priest 2 and asked him for letters to the synagogues in Damascus, so that if he found
any there who belonged to the Way, whether men or women, he might take them as prisoners to
Jerusalem. 3 As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around
him. 4He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me2”

Acts 9:5-6, 5 “Who are you, Lord?” Saul asked. “l am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,” he replied.
6“Now get up and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do.”

Acts 9:10-15, 9In Damascus there was a disciple named Ananias. The Lord called to him in a
vision, “Ananias!” “Yes, Lord,” he answered. 1" The Lord told him, “Go to the house of Judas on Straight
Street and ask for a man from Tarsus named Saul, for he is praying. '2In a vision he has seen a man
named Ananias come and place his hands on him to restore his sight.” 13 “Lord,” Ananias answered, “I
have heard many reports about this man and all the harm he has done to your holy people in
Jerusalem. ' And he has come here with authority from the chief priests to arrest all who call on your
name.” 15 But the Lord said to Ananias, “Gol This man is my chosen instrument to proclaim my name
to the Gentiles and their kings and to the people of Israel.

Acts 9:26, When he (Saul) came to Jerusalem, he tried to join the disciples, but they were all afraid
of him, not believing that he really was a disciple.

Overcoming Unforgiveness
Romans 10:17 (NKJV), . .. faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.

1) Pray for our offender.

Matthew 5:43-45, 43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate your
enemy.’ 44But | tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45 that you may
be children of your Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends
rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.”

Psalm 103:1-6, ' Praise the LORD, my soul; all my inmost being, praise his holy name. 2Praise
the LORD, my soul, and forget notall his benefits—3 who forgives all your sins and heals all your



diseases, “who redeems your life from the pit and crowns you with love and compassion, 5who
satisfies your desires with good things so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s. ¢ The LORD works
righteousness and justice for all the oppressed.

X/

% Forgiveness gives people a fighting chance to experience God’s wonderful
will together!

2) Practice God's perspective of our offender.

Ephesians 4:29-32, 29 Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is
helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen. 30 And
do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. 3' Get
rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with every form of malice. 32Be
kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.

3) Participate in our offenders purging and (hopefully) blessing.

Luke 17:3-5, 3“If your brother or sister sins against you, rebuke them; and if they repent, forgive
them. 4Even if they sin against you seven times in a day and seven times come back to you saying
‘| repent,” you must forgive them.” 3 The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!”

Genesis 50:20, You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now
being done, the saving of many lives.

X/

% Forgiveness is not only our greatest challenge with others, but also our
greatest gift we give others!

Questions:

1) What did you hear from the Holy Spirit?
2)  What will you do because of it2

3)  How can we pray for you?
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