From the end of the earth I will cry to You,
When my heart is overwhelmed; Lead me
to the rock that is higher than I.
-Psalm 61:2
WORSHIP LEADERS:
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THE LORD’S WORSHIP SERVICE
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 5, 2021

ORDER OF WORSHIP
Announcements
Preparation for Worship

CALL TO WORSHIP*
Psalm 107:1-2

Leader: Oh, give thanks to the LORD, for He is good! For His mercy endures forever.
All:

Let the redeemed of the LORD say so, Whom He has redeemed from the hand of the
enemy

Gloria Patri*
GLORIA PATRI (MEINKE)

Irreg. Charles Meineke, 1844

“Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be
world without end. Amen, amen.”

PRAYER OF INVOCATION*
Hymn of Praise*
TUNE: EIN’ FESTE BURG 8.7.8.7.6.6.6.6.7.

“A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”
Based on Psalm 46. Martin Luther, 1529

CONFESSION OF FAITH*
Apostle’s Creed

All:

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the
dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father
Almighty. From there He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

CONFESSION OF SIN
Psalm 139:1-4, 23-24

All:

“O LORD, You have searched me and known me. You know my sitting down and
my rising up; You understand my thought afar off. You comprehend my path and my
lying down, and are acquainted with all my ways. For there is not a word on my
tongue, but behold, O LORD, You know it altogether. Search me, O God, and know
my heart; Try me, and know my anxieties; And see if there is any wicked way in me,
And lead me in the way everlasting.” Hear now our silent confessions in Jesus’ name.

SCRIPTURAL ASSURANCE OF PARDON
1 Peter 1:18-19

Leader: Hear the good news! “Knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible things,
like silver or gold, from your aimless conduct received by tradition from your fathers,
19 but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without
spot.”

WORSHIP THROUGH GIVING
Psalm 40:10-17
TUNE: I NEED THEE 66.66.D

“I Need Thee Every Hour”

PASTORAL PRAYER
All:

“Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us
our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.”

RESPONSIVE PSALM READING
Psalm 27:1-8

Leader: The LORD is my light and my salvation; Whom shall I fear? The LORD is the
strength of my life; Of whom shall I be afraid?
All:

When the wicked came against me To eat up my flesh, My enemies and foes, They
stumbled and fell.

Leader: Though an army may encamp against me, My heart shall not fear; Though war
should rise against me, In this I will be confident.
All:

One thing I have desired of the LORD, That will I seek: That I may dwell in the
house of the LORD All the days of my life, To behold the beauty of the LORD, And
to inquire in His temple.

Leader: For in the time of trouble He shall hide me in His pavilion; In the secret place of His
tabernacle He shall hide me; He shall set me high upon a rock.
All:

And now my head shall be lifted up above my enemies all around me; Therefore I
will offer sacrifices of joy in His tabernacle; I will sing, yes, I will sing praises to
the LORD.

Leader: Hear, O LORD, when I cry with my voice! Have mercy also upon me, and answer
me.
All:

When You said, “Seek My face,” My heart said to You, “Your face, LORD, I will
seek.”

GOSPEL READING
Mark 14:1-11

After two days it was the Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread. And the chief priests
and the scribes sought how they might take Him by trickery and put Him to death. 2But they
said, “Not during the feast, lest there be an uproar of the people.” 3And being in Bethany at
the house of Simon the leper, as He sat at the table, a woman came having an alabaster flask
of very costly oil of spikenard. Then she broke the flask and poured it on His head. 4But there
were some who were indignant among themselves, and said, “Why was this fragrant oil
wasted? 5”For it might have been sold for more than three hundred denarii and given to the
poor.” And they criticized her sharply. 6But Jesus said, “Let her alone. Why do you trouble

her? She has done a good work for Me. 7”For you have the poor with you always, and
whenever you wish you may do them good; but Me you do not have always. 8”She has done
what she could. She has come beforehand to anoint My body for burial. 9”Assuredly, I say to
you, wherever this gospel is preached in the whole world, what this woman has done will
also be told as a memorial to her.” 10Then Judas Iscariot, one of the twelve, went to the chief
priests to betray Him to them. 11And when they heard it, they were glad, and promised to
give him money. So he sought how he might conveniently betray Him.

NEW TESTAMENT READING
Titus 2:1-15

But as for you, speak the things which are proper for sound doctrine: 2that the older men be
sober, reverent, temperate, sound in faith, in love, in patience; 3the older women likewise,
that they be reverent in behavior, not slanderers, not given to much wine, teachers of good
things -- 4that they admonish the young women to love their husbands, to love their children,
5to be discreet, chaste, homemakers, good, obedient to their own husbands, that the word of
God may not be blasphemed. 6Likewise exhort the young men to be sober-minded, 7in all
things showing yourself to be a pattern of good works; in doctrine showing integrity,
reverence, incorruptibility, 8sound speech that cannot be condemned, that one who is an
opponent may be ashamed, having nothing evil to say of you. 9Exhort bondservants to be
obedient to their own masters, to be well pleasing in all things, not answering back, 10not
pilfering, but showing all good fidelity, that they may adorn the doctrine of God our Savior
in all things. 11For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men, 12teaching
us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and
godly in the present age, 13looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great
God and Savior Jesus Christ, 14who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every
lawless deed and purify for Himself His own special people, zealous for good works. 15Speak
these things, exhort, and rebuke with all authority. Let no one despise you.

Psalm of Preparation* (next pg.)

“Psalm 91:1-12”

TUNE: HYFRYDOL 87.87.D

“Jesus! What A Friend for Sinners!”

SERMON
Psalm 61:1-8
1
2

3
4

“Overwhelmed”

Pastor Marc Miller

HEAR my cry, O God; Attend to my prayer.
From the end of the earth I will cry to You, When my heart is overwhelmed;
Lead me to the rock that is higher than I.
For You have been a shelter for me, A strong tower from the enemy.
I will abide in Your tabernacle forever; I will trust in the shelter of Your wings.
Selah

5

6
7

8

For You, O God, have heard my vows; You have given me the heritage of those
who fear Your name.
You will prolong the king’s life, His years as many generations.
He shall abide before God forever. Oh, prepare mercy and truth, which may
preserve him!
So I will sing praise to Your name forever, That I may daily perform my vows.

Sermon Notes:
•

Point 1

•

Point 2

•

Point 3

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
Hymn of Preparation* (next pg.)

“Nothing but the Blood”

TUNE: PLAINFIELD 7.8.7.8.REF

Robert Lowry, 1876

WORDS OF INSTITUTION AND INVITATION
PRAYER OF PREPARATION
PASSING OF THE BREAD AND THE CUP
**The wafers are nut and gluten free

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

Hymn of Response*

“Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me”

TUNE: TOPLADY 7.7.7.7.7.7.

Augustus M. Toplady, 1776

BENEDICTION*
* --Please stand if able
CCLI # 174248

Prayer Requests
§
§
§
§
§
§

This week’s WEPCA Missionaries: The Williams Family
Pray for our Nation’s leaders
Pray for our elders and deacons
Pray for our covenant children
Pray for Sunday School
Pray for a church planting effort going on in Cranberry Township, PA.

Announcements
§

§

§

§

§

We will be having a prayer meeting over Zoom on Wednesday evenings starting at
8:30 p.m. All are encouraged to attend. If you need more information, please see
Pastor Miller.
We will be starting a monthly men’s Bible study on Saturday, September 11, at 8 a.m.
We will be working through the book of Philippians using Sinclair Ferguson’s “Let’s
Study Philippians” book. There is a signup sheet in the back of church, so we know
how many books to order. Please read the first two chapters.
Sunday School will be starting on Sunday, Sept 12 at 10 a.m. There will be an adult
class, young elementary class, middle elementary class, and upper elementary/middle
school class. The adults will begin studying the Westminster Shorter Catechism.
Please mark your calendars for our first hosting of a missionary from our Presbytery’s
Round Robin Missions conference on Thursday, October 7, at 7 pm. We will be hearing
from a missionary who works to share the gospel among immigrants in Europe. Faith
Reformed will be joining us on this evening. All are welcome and encouraged to
attend!
We will be hosting a table at the Women’s Care Center dinner on Friday, September
24th. It will be held at the Bayfront Convention Center. There is a sign-up sheet for all
who want to attend on the board in the back of church.

Who Should take Communion?
The question of who is eligible to receive communion is one of vital importance. In order to
draw our minds towards examining ourselves in accordance with the Apostle Paul’s exhortation
to the church in Corinth, the Session of West Erie Presbyterian Church in America encourages
all in attendance today to consider the following questions:
§ Do you believe that Jesus Christ, the Son of God, died for your sins and rose again
bodily from the dead?
§ Do you trust in the Lord Jesus Christ alone for your salvation?
§ Have you been baptized?
§ Are you a communicate member in good standing of a Bible-believing, gospel
proclaiming church?
§ Are you pursuing a life of obedience by forsaking sin and striving, by grace and help of
the Holy Spirit, to glorify God with your entire life?
If you can answer “Yes” to each of these questions, then the Session of West Erie Presbyterian
Church in America welcomes and invites you to partake of the Lord’s Supper with us today.
If however, you cannot answer “Yes” to each of these questions – or if you are not sure – then
we request that you refrain from partaking at this time. We encourage you to take this time to
consider your own personal need for Christ, His abundant provision for the salvation of sinners,
as well of the biblical requirement to join a local body of believers in humble submission to
Christ’s provision of elders and overseers. After the service, please come speak with a member
of the Session to discuss the steps necessary to enable you to openly enjoy Communion with
Christ and his people through the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper.

WELCOME!
If you are visiting our church today we welcome you to our worship service and Christian
community. There are a few things that we would like you to know about West Erie Presbyterian
Church.

•

•

We are Historically Reformed.
-

We are Community Oriented.
-

•

We believe in the inspired and inerrant Word of God.
We believe in the absolute sovereignty of God.
We hold to a covenantal framework of Scripture.
We believe that salvation is a free gift of God.
We seek to share the only hope that this world has: that is the Gospel of
Jesus Christ.
We seek to be a church that is salt and light to the community around us
and fulfill the Great Commission.

We are Confessional.
-

-

As a Christian church, ancient statements such as the Apostles’ Creed and
the Nicene Creed help us to confess certain basic and essential truths of the
Christian faith.
As a Presbyterian church, our confessional or doctrinal standards consist of
the Westminster Confession of Faith and the Westminster Larger and
Shorter Catechisms (copies of these documents are available from the
church).
All of these statements are under the authority of Scripture.

We thank you for visiting today! If you have any questions regarding our style of worship please
feel free to ask the pastor or one of our elders. We would be happy to talk with you. Also, we
would ask you to stay after and enjoy the fellowship of our Christian community. West Erie
Presbyterian Church is a congregation of the Presbyterian Church in America (www.pcanet.org).
Phone: (814) 504-6513
Address: 621 West 2nd Street Erie PA, 16507
E-mail: westeriepca@gmail.com
www.wepca.org

