
 
 
 
 

“And she will bring forth a Son, and you 
shall call His name JESUS, for He will 

save His people from their sins.”  
--Matthew 1:21 

 
 

WORSHIP LEADERS:  
PASTOR MARC MILLER, R.E. JONATHAN MOSER   

 
 

THE LORD’S WORSHIP SERVICE  
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 26, 2021  



ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 
Announcements & Preparation for Worship 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP* 
Psalm 93:1-2 

Leader: The LORD reigns, He is clothed with majesty; The LORD is clothed, He has girded 
Himself with strength. Surely the world is established, so that it cannot be moved.  

All: Your throne is established from of old; You are from everlasting. 

 

Gloria Patri*  
GLORIA PATRI (MEINKE)  Irreg. Charles Meineke, 1844 

“Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be 

world without end. Amen, amen.” 

 

PRAYER OF INVOCATION*  

Hymn of Praise*  “Good Christian Men, Rejoice”  
 TUNE: CWM RHONDDA 8.7.8.7.8.7 rep.  William Williams, 1745 

 

 



 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH* 
Apostle’s Creed 

All: I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.  

 I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the 
dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty. From there He will come to judge the living and the dead.  

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.   

 

CONFESSION OF SIN  
All: Our Heavenly Father, You have clearly told us in Your Word that You have blessed 

us with every spiritual blessing in Christ and chosen us in Him before You even 
created the world, to be holy and blameless in Your sight. We are thankful for our 
high position in Christ. But we confess to You that we have failed to live up to the 
holy and blameless position. We have sinned daily against Your divine majesty by 
thought, word and deed. We confess that our sins are the reason Jesus suffered and 
died. Forgive us for our manifold sins against You and cause us to grow into the 



people You created us to be by the power of Your blessed Holy Spirit. Hear now our 
silent confessions in Jesus’ name.  

 

SCRIPTURAL ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
Luke 1:68-69, Matthew 1:21 

Leader: Hear the good news! “Blessed is the Lord God of Israel, For He has visited and 
redeemed His people, and has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of 
His servant David. And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name 
JESUS, for He will save His people from their sins.”  

 

 WORSHIP THROUGH GIVING  

Psalm 146 
TUNE: RIPLEY 8.7.8.7.D.   “Psalm 146”  

 



 

 

PASTORAL PRAYER 
All: “Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.” 

 

RESPONSIVE PSALM READING  
Psalm 110:1-7 

Leader: The LORD said to my Lord, “Sit at My right hand, Till I make Your enemies Your 
footstool.”  

All: The LORD shall send the rod of Your strength out of Zion. Rule in the midst of Your 
enemies!  

Leader: Your people shall be volunteers In the day of Your power; In the beauties of holiness, 
from the womb of the morning, You have the dew of Your youth.  

All: The LORD has sworn And will not relent, “You are a priest forever According to the 
order of Melchizedek.”   

Leader: The Lord is at Your right hand; He shall execute kings in the day of His wrath.  



All: He shall judge among the nations, He shall fill the places with dead bodies, He shall 
execute the heads of many countries.  

Leader: He shall drink of the brook by the wayside; Therefore He shall lift up the head.   

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING  
Isaiah 53:1-12 

Who has believed our report? And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? 2For 
He shall grow up before Him as a tender plant, And as a root out of dry ground. He has no 
form or comeliness; And when we see Him, There is no beauty that we should desire Him. 
3He is despised and rejected by men, A Man of sorrows and acquainted with grief. And we 
hid, as it were, our faces from Him; He was despised, and we did not esteem Him. 4Surely He 
has borne our griefs And carried our sorrows; Yet we esteemed Him stricken, Smitten by 
God, and afflicted. 5 But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our 
iniquities; The chastisement for our peace was upon Him, And by His stripes we are healed. 
6 All we like sheep have gone astray; We have turned, every one, to his own way; And the 
LORD has laid on Him the iniquity of us all. 7He was oppressed and He was afflicted, Yet He 
opened not His mouth; He was led as a lamb to the slaughter, And as a sheep before its 
shearers is silent, So He opened not His mouth. 8He was taken from prison and from 
judgment, And who will declare His generation? For He was cut off from the land of the 
living; For the transgressions of My people He was stricken. 9And they made His grave with 
the wicked -- But with the rich at His death, Because He had done no violence, Nor was any 
deceit in His mouth. 10Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise Him; He has put Him to grief. When 
You make His soul an offering for sin, He shall see His seed, He shall prolong His days, And 
the pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in His hand. 11He shall see the labor of His soul, and 
be satisfied. By His knowledge My righteous Servant shall justify many, For He shall bear 
their iniquities. 12Therefore I will divide Him a portion with the great, And He shall divide 
the spoil with the strong, Because He poured out His soul unto death, And He was numbered 
with the transgressors, And He bore the sin of many, And made intercession for the 
transgressors. 

 

NEW TESTAMENT READING 
Ephesians 1:1-23 

Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, To the saints who are in Ephesus, and 
faithful in Christ Jesus: 2Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with 
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, 4just as He chose us in Him before 
the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before Him in love, 
5having predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good 
pleasure of His will, 6to the praise of the glory of His grace, by which He has made us accepted 
in the Beloved. 7In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, 
according to the riches of His grace 8which He made to abound toward us in all wisdom and 



prudence, 9having made known to us the mystery of His will, according to His good pleasure 
which He purposed in Himself, 10that in the dispensation of the fullness of the times He might 
gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven and which are on earth -
- in Him. 11In Him also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestined according to the 
purpose of Him who works all things according to the counsel of His will, 12that we who first 
trusted in Christ should be to the praise of His glory. 13In Him you also trusted, after you 
heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation; in whom also, having believed, you 
were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, 14who is the guarantee of our inheritance until 
the redemption of the purchased possession, to the praise of His glory. 15Therefore I also, after 
I heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all the saints, 16do not cease to give 
thanks for you, making mention of you in my prayers: 17 that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Father of glory, may give to you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of 
Him, 18the eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that you may know what is the 
hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, 19and what 
is the exceeding greatness of His power toward us who believe, according to the working of 
His mighty power 20which He worked in Christ when He raised Him from the dead and 
seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, 21far above all principality and power 
and might and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in that 
which is to come. 22And He put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be head over all 
things to the church, 23which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all. 

 

Psalm of Preparation* “Psalm 96:1-10, 13” 
TUNE: CORONATION 86.86.86  “All Hail the Power”. 
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The LORD is great. How great His praise! Above all gods He’s feared. 
For heathen gods are idols vain; The LORD the heavens made. 

Before Him honor, majesty, And strength and splendor be! 

O families of earth, ascribe All glory to the LORD! 
All strength ascribe unto the LORD; The glory of His name 

Give to the LORD. To His courts come And bring an offering. 

In beautiful and holy robes Bring worship to the LORD. 
All earth, before Him stand in awe; Proclaim, “The LORD is King!” 

Controlled by Him, the world stands firm; His judgments justice bless. 

Let all prepare to greet the LORD, Because He coming is. 
He surely comes to judge the earth. And righteousness is His. 

He’ll nations judge with faithfulness, The world with justice bless 

 

SERMON 

Matthew 1:18-21 “What Child is This?” Pastor Marc Miller  
18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: After His mother Mary was 

betrothed to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of the 
Holy Spirit.  

19 Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not wanting to make her a 
public example, was minded to put her away secretly.  

20 But while he thought about these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared 
to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take to 
you Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit.   

21 “And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name JESUS, for He will 
save His people from their sins.” 
 

Sermon Notes – please turn the page 
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Hymn of Response*   “What Child is This” 
TUNE: GREENSLEEVES 8.7.8.7 ref.  Traditional English Carol, Adpated by William C. Dix, ca. 1865 

 



• Point 1  

 

 

 

 

 

• Point 2  

 

 

 

 

 

• Point 3  

 

 

 

 

 
BENEDICTION* 

* --Please stand if able  
CCLI # 174248 



Prayer Requests  
§ This week’s WEPCA Missionaries: The Kawachi Family 
§ Pray for country’s leaders  
§ Pray for our covenant children  
§ Pray for our Elders and Deacons.  
§ Pray for our Sunday School teachers and students  

Announcements  
§ We will be having a prayer 

meeting over Zoom on 
Wednesday evenings 
starting at 8:30 p.m. All are 
encouraged to attend. If 
you need more 
information, please see 
Pastor Miller.  

§ The next men’s Bible study 
will be on Saturday, January 
8, at 8 a.m. We will be 
working through the book of Philippians using Sinclair Ferguson’s “Let’s Study 
Philippians” book. Please read chapter 9 and 10.   

§ Sunday School starts at 10 a.m. We offer 3 elementary aged classes and an adult class. 
The adults are studying the Westminster Shorter Catechism.   

§ Please note there will be no Sunday School January 2.  
§ The next women’s book study will be on Monday, January 10, at 7:30 p.m. The book 

study is titled “In All Things” by Mellissa Kruger. It is a study on the book of 
Philippians. For more information, please see Mary Moser.  

 

  



WELCOME! 
If you are visiting our church today we welcome you to our worship service and Christian 
community. There are a few things that we would like you to know about West Erie Presbyterian 
Church.  

• We are Historically Reformed.  
- We believe in the inspired and inerrant Word of God.  
- We believe in the absolute sovereignty of God. 
- We hold to a covenantal framework of Scripture. 
- We believe that salvation is a free gift of God. 

• We are Community Oriented.  
- We seek to share the only hope that this world has: that is the Gospel of 

Jesus Christ. 
- We seek to be a church that is salt and light to the community around us 

and fulfill the Great Commission.  
• We are Confessional. 

- As a Christian church, ancient statements such as the Apostles’ Creed and 
the Nicene Creed help us to confess certain basic and essential truths of the 
Christian faith.  

- As a Presbyterian church, our confessional or doctrinal standards consist of 
the Westminster Confession of Faith and the Westminster Larger and 
Shorter Catechisms (copies of these documents are available from the 
church).  

- All of these statements are under the authority of Scripture. 

We thank you for visiting today! If you have any questions regarding our style of worship please 
feel free to ask the pastor or one of our elders. We would be happy to talk with you. Also, we 
would ask you to stay after and enjoy the fellowship of our Christian community. West Erie 
Presbyterian Church is a congregation of the Presbyterian Church in America (www.pcanet.org).  

Phone: (814) 504-6513 
Address: 621 West 2nd Street Erie PA, 16507 

E-mail: westeriepca@gmail.com 
www.wepca.org 

 
Download our App on all the major carriers 


