
 

 

 

 

 

“Then God said to Jacob, “Arise, go up to 
Bethel and dwell there; and make an altar 

there to God “ 

—Genesis 35:1a 
 

WORSHIP LEADERS:  
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THE LORD’S WORSHIP SERVICE  
SUNDAY, MARCH 19, 2023  



ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 
Announcements & Preparation for Worship 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP* 

Psalm 67:1-2 

Leader: God be merciful to us and bless us, And cause His face to shine upon us. Selah  

All: That Your way may be known on earth, Your salvation among all nations. 

 

Gloria Patri*  
GLORIA PATRI (GREATOREX)  Irreg. H.W. Greatorex, 1851 

“Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be 

world without end. Amen, amen.“ 

 

PRAYER OF INVOCATION*  

 

Psalm of Praise* “Psalm 113” 
TUNE: HENDON 77.77  “Take My Life and Let Be” 

Praise Jehovah; praise the LORD; Ye His servants, praise accord; 
Bless-ed be Jehovah’s name; Evermore His praise proclaim.  

Evermore His Praise proclaim. 

From the dawn to setting sun, Praise the LORD, the Mighty One. 
O’er all nations He is high; Yea, His glory crowns the sky.  

Yea, His glory crowns the sky. 

Who is like the LORD our God? High in heav’n is His abode, 
Who Himself doth humble low Things in heav’n and earth to know.  

Things in heav’n and earth to know. 

He the lowly makes to rise From the dust in which he lies, 
That exalted he may stand With the princes of the land.  

With the princes of the Land. 

He the childless woman takes And a joyful mother makes; 
Keeping house she finds reward. Praise Jehovah; praise the LORD.  

 Praise Jehovah; praise the LORD. 



CONFESSION OF FAITH* 

Apostle’s Creed 

All: I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.  

 I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From 
there He will come to judge the living and the dead.  

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 

CONFESSION OF SIN   

Psalm 86:8-6, 11-13 

All: “Give ear, O LORD, to my prayer; And attend to the voice of my supplications. In the 
day of my trouble I will call upon You, For You will answer me. Among the gods there 
is none like You, O Lord; Nor are there any works like Your works. Teach me Your 
way, O LORD; I will walk in Your truth; Unite my heart to fear Your name. I will 
praise You, O Lord my God, with all my heart, And I will glorify Your name 
forevermore. For great is Your mercy toward me, And You have delivered my soul from 
the depths of Sheol.” Hear now our silent confessions in Jesus’ name.  

 

SCRIPTURAL ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

 Ephesians 2:8-9 

Leader: Hear the good news! “For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of 
yourselves; it is the gift of God, 9not of works, lest anyone should boast.” 

 

WORSHIP THROUGH GIVING 

Psalm 42:1-5 
TUNE: ST. AGNES CM “Jesus, the Very Though of Thee” 

As in its thirst a fainting heart To water brooks doth flee, 
So pants my longing soul, O God, That I may come to Thee. 

My soul for God, the living God, Is thirsting; shall I near 
Before the face of God approach And in His sight appear? 

My tears have unto me been food Both in the night and day, 
While unto me continu’lly, “Where is your God?” they say. 



Poured out within me is my soul When this I think upon: 
How often with the eager throng I rev’rently had gone, 

How to the house of God I went With voice of joy and praise, 
Yea, with the multitude that kept The solemn holy days. 

O why, my soul, art thou bowed down? Why so discouraged be? 
Hope now in God! I’ll praise Him still! My help, my God is He! 

 

PASTORAL PRAYER 

All: “Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.“ 

 

RESPONSIVE PSALM READING 

Psalm 87:1-7 

Leader: His foundation is in the holy mountains.  

All: The LORD loves the gates of Zion More than all the dwellings of Jacob.  

Leader: Glorious things are spoken of you, O city of God! Selah  

All: “I will make mention of Rahab and Babylon to those who know Me; Behold, O 
Philistia and Tyre, with Ethiopia: ‘This one was born there.’ “  

Leader: And of Zion it will be said, “This one and that one were born in her; And the Most High 
Himself shall establish her.”  

All: The LORD will record, When He registers the peoples: “This one was born there.” 
Selah  

Leader: Both the singers and the players on instruments say, “All my springs are in you.” 

 

GOSPEL READING 

Matthew 9:1-17 

So He got into a boat, crossed over, and came to His own city. 2Then behold, they brought to 
Him a paralytic lying on a bed. When Jesus saw their faith, He said to the paralytic, “Son, be of 
good cheer; your sins are forgiven you.” 3And at once some of the scribes said within 
themselves, “This Man blasphemes!” 4But Jesus, knowing their thoughts, said, “Why do you 
think evil in your hearts? 5”For which is easier, to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven you,’ or to say, 
‘Arise and walk’? 6”But that you may know that the Son of Man has power on earth to forgive 
sins” -- then He said to the paralytic, “Arise, take up your bed, and go to your house.” 7And he 



arose and departed to his house. 8Now when the multitudes saw it, they marveled and glorified 
God, who had given such power to men. 9As Jesus passed on from there, He saw a man named 
Matthew sitting at the tax office. And He said to him, “Follow Me.” So he arose and followed 
Him. 10Now it happened, as Jesus sat at the table in the house, that behold, many tax collectors 
and sinners came and sat down with Him and His disciples. 11And when the Pharisees saw it, 
they said to His disciples, “Why does your Teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?” 12When 
Jesus heard that, He said to them, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those 
who are sick. 13”But go and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy and not sacrifice.’ For I did 
not come to call the righteous, but sinners, to repentance.” 14Then the disciples of John came to 
Him, saying, “Why do we and the Pharisees fast often, but Your disciples do not fast?” 15And 
Jesus said to them, “Can the friends of the bridegroom mourn as long as the bridegroom is with 
them? But the days will come when the bridegroom will be taken away from them, and then 
they will fast. 16”No one puts a piece of unshrunk cloth on an old garment; for the patch pulls 
away from the garment, and the tear is made worse. 17”Nor do they put new wine into old 
wineskins, or else the wineskins break, the wine is spilled, and the wineskins are ruined. But 
they put new wine into new wineskins, and both are preserved.” 

 

NEW TESTAMENT READING  

Acts 17:1-15 

Now when they had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica, 
where there was a synagogue of the Jews. 2Then Paul, as his custom was, went in to them, and 
for three Sabbaths reasoned with them from the Scriptures, 3explaining and demonstrating that 
the Christ had to suffer and rise again from the dead, and saying, “This Jesus whom I preach to 
you is the Christ.” 4And some of them were persuaded; and a great multitude of the devout 
Greeks, and not a few of the leading women, joined Paul and Silas. 5But the Jews who were not 
persuaded, becoming envious, took some of the evil men from the marketplace, and gathering 
a mob, set all the city in an uproar and attacked the house of Jason, and sought to bring them 
out to the people. 6But when they did not find them, they dragged Jason and some brethren to 
the rulers of the city, crying out, “These who have turned the world upside down have come 
here too. 7”Jason has harbored them, and these are all acting contrary to the decrees of Caesar, 
saying there is another king -- Jesus.” 8And they troubled the crowd and the rulers of the city 
when they heard these things. 9So when they had taken security from Jason and the rest, they 
let them go. 10Then the brethren immediately sent Paul and Silas away by night to Berea. When 
they arrived, they went into the synagogue of the Jews. 11These were more fair-minded than 
those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness, and searched the 
Scriptures daily to find out whether these things were so. 12Therefore many of them believed, 
and also not a few of the Greeks, prominent women as well as men. 13But when the Jews from 
Thessalonica learned that the word of God was preached by Paul at Berea, they came there also 
and stirred up the crowds. 14Then immediately the brethren sent Paul away, to go to the sea; 
but both Silas and Timothy remained there. 15So those who conducted Paul brought him to 
Athens; and receiving a command for Silas and Timothy to come to him with all speed, they 
departed. 



Hymn of Preparation* “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah” 
TUNE: CWM RHONDDA 8.7.8.7.8.7.rep.  William Williams, 1745 

 

 



SERMON 

Genesis 35:1-15 “Jacob at Bethel-Part 2” Pastor Marc Miller 
1 Then God said to Jacob, “Arise, go up to Bethel and dwell there; and make 

an altar there to God, who appeared to you when you fled from the face of 
Esau your brother.”  

2 And Jacob said to his household and to all who were with him, “Put away the 
foreign gods that are among you, purify yourselves, and change your 
garments.  

3 “Then let us arise and go up to Bethel; and I will make an altar there to God, 
who answered me in the day of my distress and has been with me in the way 
which I have gone.”  

4 So they gave Jacob all the foreign gods which were in their hands, and the 
earrings which were in their ears; and Jacob hid them under the terebinth tree 
which was by Shechem.  

5 And they journeyed, and the terror of God was upon the cities that were all 
around them, and they did not pursue the sons of Jacob.  

6 So Jacob came to Luz (that is, Bethel), which is in the land of Canaan, he and 
all the people who were with him.  

7 And he built an altar there and called the place El Bethel, because there God 
appeared to him when he fled from the face of his brother.  

8 Now Deborah, Rebekah’s nurse, died, and she was buried below Bethel 
under the terebinth tree. So the name of it was called Allon Bachuth.  

9 Then God appeared to Jacob again, when he came from Padan Aram, and 
blessed him.  

10 And God said to him, “Your name is Jacob; your name shall not be called 
Jacob anymore, but Israel shall be your name.” So He called his name Israel.  

11 Also God said to him: “I am God Almighty. Be fruitful and multiply; a nation 
and a company of nations shall proceed from you, and kings shall come 
from your body.  

12 “The land which I gave Abraham and Isaac I give to you; and to your 
descendants after you I give this land.”  

13  Then God went up from him in the place where He talked with him.  
14 So Jacob set up a pillar in the place where He talked with him, a pillar of 

stone; and he poured a drink offering on it, and he poured oil on it.  
15 And Jacob called the name of the place where God spoke with him, Bethel 

Sermon Notes: 
• Point 1  

 

  



Point 2 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Point 3 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hymn of Response* “Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing” 
TUNE: NETTELTON 8.7.8.7.D   Robert Robinson, 1758. 

 



 

 

BENEDICTION* 

* --Please stand if able  
CCLI # 174248 

  



Prayer requests  

▪ This week’s WEPCA Missionaries: The Garett Family   

▪ Pray for our country’s leaders  

▪ Pray for our covenant children  

▪ Pray for our Elders and Deacons.  

▪ Pray our Sunday School Teachers and Students  

▪ Please pray for the for a church plant ongoing in Cranberry Township, PA.  

▪ Pray for our Church remodel/expansion planning  

Announcements  

• Prayer meeting: Wednesday Evenings at 8:30 p.m. over Zoom. All are encouraged to 
attend. Please see Pastor Miller if you would like to attend and are not already on the 
email list.  

• Men’s Bible Study: Saturday, April 1, at 8 a.m. – In person & ZOOM. Please read chapter 
2 in the 1st Samuel study book.  

• Sunday School Starts at 10 a.m. We have a class for Pre-K to 1st Grade, 2nd to 4th grade, 
5th to 8th grade, and an adult class. The Adults are studying a Ligonier DVD on the New 
Testament Canon.  

• Good Friday Service: Friday, April 7 at 6:30 p.m.  

• We will be celebrating the Lord’s Supper next week. Please take some time this week 
through prayer and the reading of Scripture to prepare your hearts to come to the 
Lord’s table.  



 



WELCOME! 
If you are visiting our church today we welcome you to our worship service and Christian 

community. There are a few things that we would like you to know about West Erie 

Presbyterian Church.  

• We are Historically Reformed.  
 We believe in the inspired and inerrant Word of God.  
 We believe in the absolute sovereignty of God. 
 We hold to a covenantal framework of Scripture. 
 We believe that salvation is a free gift of God. 

• We are Community Oriented.  
 We seek to share the only hope that this world has: that is the Gospel 

of Jesus Christ. 
 We seek to be a church that is salt and light to the community around 

us and fulfill the Great Commission.  

• We are Confessional. 
 As a Christian church, ancient statements such as the Apostles Creed 

and the Nicene Creed help us to confess certain basic and essential 
truths of the Christian faith.  

 As a Presbyterian church, our confessional or doctrinal standards 
consist of the Westminster Confession of Faith and the Westminster 
Larger and Shorter Catechisms (copies of these documents are 
available from the church).  

 All of these statements are under the authority of Scripture. 

We thank you for visiting today! If you have any questions regarding our style of worship 

please feel free to ask the pastor or one of our elders. We would be happy to talk with 

you. Also, we would ask you to stay after and enjoy the fellowship of our Christian 

community. West Erie Presbyterian Church is a congregation of the Presbyterian Church 

in America (www.pcanet.org).  

Phone: (814) 504-6513 
Address: 621 West 2nd Street Erie PA, 16507 

E-mail: westeriepca@gmail.com 
www.wepca.org 

Download our App on all the major carriers  

http://www.pcanet.org/
http://www.wepca.org/

