
Order of Worship 
for 

The Eighth Sunday in Pentecost 
July 23, 2023 

 
 
 

ORGAN PRELUDE 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

On this Sunday we gather for worship in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen! 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always! 
And also with you! 

 
 

KYRIE 
(from the ELW, pages 140-141) 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 
Worthy is Christ the Lamb, who was slain, 

whose blood set us free to be people of God. 
This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Power, riches, wisdom and strength, 
and honor and blessing and glory are His. 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 



Sing with all the people of God, 
and join in the hymn of all creation. 

Blessing, honor, glory, and might 
be to God and the Lamb forever,  Amen. 

 
This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

For the Lamb who was slain 
has begun His reign, alleluia. 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 
 

PRAYER 
Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children with firmness and 
compassion. By your Spirit nurture us who live in your kingdom, that we may be 

rooted in the way of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

 
SONG 

“Hear the Call of the Kingdom” 
 
 

READING 
Romans 8:12-25 

The lesson is from the letter of Paul to the Romans, 
chapter eight, verses twelve through twenty-five. 

Paul writes: 
 

So then, brothers and sisters, we are obligated, not to the flesh, to live according 
to the flesh— 13 for if you live according to the flesh, you will die, but if by the Spirit 

you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14 For all who are led by the 
Spirit of God are children of God. 15 For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall 

back into fear, but you received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, 
“Abba! Father!” 16 it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are 



children of God, 17 and if children, then heirs: heirs of God and joint heirs with 
Christ, if we in fact suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him. 

19I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with 
the glory about to be revealed to us. 

 
19 For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of 

God, 20 for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will, but by the will 
of the one who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will be set free from 
its enslavement to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children 

of God. 22 We know that the whole creation has been groaning together as it 
suffers together the pains of labor, 23 and not only the creation, but we ourselves, 
who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, 

the redemption of our bodies. 24 For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen 
is not hope, for who hopes for what one already sees? 25 But if we hope for what 

we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 
 
 

GOSPEL 
Matthew 13:24-30 & 36-43 

Our Gospel reading is from Matthew, 
chapter Thirteen, verses twenty-four through thirty 

and thirty-six through forty-three. 
Matthew writes: 

 
He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared 
to someone who sowed good seed in his field, 25 but while everybody was asleep 
an enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat and then went away. 26 So 

when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. 27 And 
the slaves of the householder came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow 

good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?’ 28 He 
answered, ‘An enemy has done this.’ The slaves said to him, ‘Then do you want us 

to go and gather them?’ 29 But he replied, ‘No, for in gathering the weeds you 
would uproot the wheat along with them. 30 Let both of them grow together until 
the harvest, and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and 

bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.’” 
 



 

36Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached 
him, saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” 37 He answered, 
“The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; 38 the field is the world, and 
the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of the 
evil one, 39 and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of 

the age, and the reapers are angels. 40 Just as the weeds are collected and burned 
up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. 41 The Son of Man will send his 

angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all 
evildoers, 42 and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43 Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the 

kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 
 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
Rev. Jeffrey Iacobazzi 

 
 

MESSAGE 
“Are We Wheat or Weeds; YES!” 

Rev. Jeffrey Iacobazzi 
What do you see in the parable of the Weeds and Wheat? 

 
If an enemy comes at night and sows evil throughout the world and other well-
meaning folks come along, make quick judgments, and uproot the whole crop, 

which has done the destructive works? 
 

Making judgments about the crops’ status or worthiness is above our pay grade. 
Initiating a premature harvest is beyond our job description. 

 
 

HYMN 
“Come Ye Thankful People, Come” 

ELW 693 
 
 
 



 
OFFERING 

Your offerings are more than just money to keep the lights turned on. Your gifts 
help to sustain and expand all of our ministries here at King of Glory, including 

those which provide direct assistance to those in our community who are in need. 
We are grateful for all of the gifts we receive, and we strive to be good stewards 

of the resources you provide to us. 
 

If you wish to give online, you can use our app 
Or, go to our website at https://kogcarmel.org/give 

 
HYMN 

“We Are an Offering” 
ELW 692 

 
 

AN AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
THE NICENE CREED 

 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 

Of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 
through Him all things were made. 

 
For us and for our salvation, 
He came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 

For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
He suffered death and was buried. 



On the third day He rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 

He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and His kingdom will have no end. 

 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 

 
 

THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
During this time, we pray for all those who need God’s blessings, and praise Him 

for the blessings He has bestowed upon us. 
 

During the prayers, there will be a time of silence, when we offer our personal 
prayers to God. 

 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
We prepare to receive the sacraments of Holy Communion, by remembering the 

words and actions of Jesus during the Last Supper. 
 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father in heaven 
hallowed be Your name, 

Your kingdom come, 
Your will be done, 



on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 

For the kingdom, the power 
and the glory are Yours 

now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
For those worshipping in-house, 

we invite you to come forward if you wish. 
If you prefer to take communion at your seat, 

you may do so. 
 

For those joining us online, 
If you are able,  

we invite you to take communion where you are, 
using any kind of bread and either wine or grape juice 

so that you may receive the body and blood of our Lord and Savior, 
Jesus the Christ. 

 
 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
Now, may the body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, keep you in His grace and 

peace, now and forever. Amen! 
 
 

SONG 
“There is a Redeemer” 

 
 
 
 
 



 
BENEDICTION 

May the Lord bless you and keep you; May the Lord make His face to shine upon 
you and be gracious to you; May the Lord lift up His countenance upon you and 

give you God’s peace; in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

 
 

SONG 
“Heaven is in My Heart” 

 
 

Go in peace! Serve the Lord! 
 
 
 

Minister:  Rev. Jeffrey Iacobazzi 
Organist & Choir Director: Julie Shadinger 

Pianist & Sounds of Glory Director: David Moscrip 
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