
Order of Worship 
for 

The Twenty-First Sunday After Pentecost 
October 22, 2023 

 
 
 

SONG 
“Shout To The Lord” 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

GREETING & PASSING OF THE PEACE 
On this Sunday we gather for worship in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen! 

 
The peace of the Lord be with you always! 

And also with you! 
 

Please, feel free to pass the peace as you feel comfortable! 
 
 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE 
(from the ELW, pages 140-141) 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 
Worthy is Christ the Lamb, who was slain, 

whose blood set us free to be people of God. 
This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 



Power, riches, wisdom and strength, 
and honor and blessing and glory are His. 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 
Sing with all the people of God, 

and join in the hymn of all creation. 
Blessing, honor, glory, and might 

be to God and the Lamb forever,  Amen. 
 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 
For the Lamb who was slain 
has begun His reign, alleluia. 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 
 
 

PRAYER 
Let us pray: 

Sovereign God, raise your throne in our hearts. Created by you, let us live in your 
image; created for you, let us act for your glory; redeemed by you, let us give you 

what is yours, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen! 

 
 
 

HYMN 
“Just A Closer Walk With Thee” 

ELW 697 
 
 
 
 
 



READING 
Isaiah 45:1-7 

The lesson is from Isaiah, 
chapter forty-five, verses one through seven. 

Paul writes: 
 

Thus says the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have grasped to 
subdue nations before him and strip kings of their robes, to open doors before 

him—and the gates shall not be closed: 2 I will go before you and level the 
mountains, I will break in pieces the doors of bronze and cut through the bars of 
iron, 3 I will give you the treasures of darkness and riches hidden in secret places, 
so that you may know that it is I, the Lord, the God of Israel, who call you by your 
name. 4For the sake of my servant Jacob, and Israel my chosen, I call you by your 
name, I surname you, though you do not know me. 5 I am the Lord, and there is 

no other; besides me there is no god. I arm you, though you do not know me, 6 so 
that they may know, from the rising of the sun and from the west, that there is no 

one besides me; I am the Lord, and there is no other. 7 I form light and create 
darkness, I make weal and create woe; I the Lord do all these things. 

 
GOSPEL 

Matthew 22:15-22 
The Gospel reading is from Matthew, 

chapter eleven, verses sixteen through nineteen and twenty-five through thirty. 
Matthew writes: 

 
15 Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap him in what he said. 16 So they 
sent their disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know 

that you are sincere, and teach the way of God in accordance with truth, and show 
deference to no one, for you do not regard people with partiality. 17 Tell us, then, 
what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar or not?” 18 But Jesus, aware of 
their malice, said, “Why are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites? 19 Show 

me the coin used for the tax.” And they brought him a denarius. 20 Then he said to 
them, “Whose head is this and whose title?” 21 They answered, “Caesar’s.” Then he 

said to them, “Give therefore to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s and to God 
the things that are God’s.” 22 When they heard this, they were amazed, and they 

left him and went away. 
 



CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
“King for a Day” 

Rev. Steve Albertin 
We all want to be special. Pastor Steve helps the kids understand how God makes 

us all royalty. 
 
 
 

MESSAGE 
“Mixing Religion and Politics” 

Rev. Steve Albertin 
Jesus said, “Give therefore to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and 

to God the things that are God’s.” How can that happen? Jesus offers us a 
promising solution. 

 
The relationship between religion and politics is messy. There are often conflicts. 

 
Jesus addresses this conflict in today’s Gospel.  The religious leadership thinks they 

have successfully worked out a compromise between the competing claims of 
Church and State.  They are upset with Jesus because he has attacked their 

compromise. 
 

They try to trap and discredit Jesus with a crafty question. 
 

Jesus evades their trap and succeeds in exposing the hypocrisy of their own 
supposed compromise between Church and State. Their hands are still dirty. 

 
So are ours!  There is no way we can successfully manage the competing claims of 

Church and State, God and Government.  
 

But the same Jesus who exposes our hypocrisy also offers his mercy and 
forgiveness. 

 
What about the controversial social and political issues of our day?  We seek to do 

what is best for our neighbor, respecting those with whom we disagree. 
 

We will be scorned, but in the end we look good on wood! 



SONG 
“Hear The Call Of The Kingdom” 

 
 
 

OUR CONFESSION AND GOD’S FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 

Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 

have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 
 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake 
God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of 

Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all 
your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
 
 
 

  



OFFERING 
Your offerings are more than just money to keep the lights turned on. Your gifts 
help to sustain and expand all of our ministries here at King of Glory, including 

those which provide direct assistance to those in our community who are in need. 
We are grateful for all of the gifts we receive, and we strive to be good stewards 

of the resources you provide to us. 
 

If you wish to give online, you can use our app 
Or, go to our website at https://kogcarmel.org/give 

 
 
 

HYMN 
“We Are an Offering” 

ELW 692 
 
 
 

AN AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

 
I believe in God, 

the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth. 

 
I believe in Jesus Christ, 

God's only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 
He descended to the dead. 

 
On the third day He rose again; 

He ascended into heaven, 
He is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 



I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

 
 
 

THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
During this time, we pray for all those who need God’s blessings, and praise Him 

for the blessings He has bestowed upon us. 
 

During the prayers, there will be a time of silence, when we offer our personal 
prayers to God. 

 
 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
We prepare to receive the sacraments of Holy Communion, by remembering the 

words and actions of Jesus during the Last Supper. 
 

All baptized Christians who seek the blessings of Christ's true body and blood in 
the bread and wine of Holy Communion are welcome at his table. There, they 

receive him and the new life he offers. 
 

Those who eat and drink at his table commit themselves to the care and 
redemption of all that God has made. 

 
If you are not baptized, contact Pastor Albertin to learn how you can receive the 

great gift God has for you in baptism. Today you are welcome to join us at Christ’s 
table. 

 
 
 
 



THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father in heaven 
hallowed be Your name, 

Your kingdom come, 
Your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

 
Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 

For the kingdom, the power 
and the glory are Yours 

now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
For those worshipping in-house, 

we invite you to come forward if you wish. 
If you prefer to take communion at your seat, 

you may do so. 
 

For those joining us online, 
If you are able,  

we invite you to take communion where you are, 
using any kind of bread and either wine or grape juice 

so that you may receive the body and blood of our Lord and Savior, 
Jesus the Christ. 

 
 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
Now, may the body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, keep you in His grace and 

peace, now and forever. Amen! 
 
 



SONG 
“Purify My Heart” 

 
 

BENEDICTION 
May the Lord bless you and keep you; May the Lord make His face to shine upon 
you and be gracious to you; May the Lord lift up His countenance upon you and 

give you God’s peace; in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

 
 

HYMN 
“What a Friend We Have in Jesus” (ELW 742) 

 
 
 
 

Minister: Rev. Steve Albertin 
Pianist & Sounds of Glory Director: David Moscrip 
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