
Order of Worship 
for 

The Sixteenth Sunday After Pentecost 
September 17, 2023 

 
 
 
 

SONG 
“Come We That Love the Lord” 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

On this Sunday we gather for worship in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen! 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always! 
And also with you! 

 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE 
“This is the Feast of Victory” 

ELW pg 140-141 
 
 

PRAYER 
Let us pray: 

Let us pray: O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of 
forgiveness. Replace our hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that 

we may delight in doing your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
Amen. 

 
 



SONG 
“Rock of My Salvation” 

 
 

READING 
Romans 14:1-12 

The lesson is from the letter of Paul to the Romans, 
chapter fourteen, verses one through twelve. 

Paul writes: 
  

Welcome those who are weak in faith but not for the purpose of quarreling over 
opinions. 2 Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only 

vegetables. 3 Those who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who 
abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat, for God has welcomed 

them. 4 Who are you to pass judgment on slaves of another? It is before their own 
lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make 

them stand. 
 

5 Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be 
alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. 6 Those who observe the day, 

observe it for the Lord. Also those who eat, eat for the Lord, since they give thanks 
to God, while those who abstain, abstain for the Lord and give thanks to God. 

 
7 For we do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 8 If we live, we live 
to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether 
we die, we are the Lord’s. 9 For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he 

might be Lord of both the dead and the living. 
 

10 Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you 
despise your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of 

God. 11 For it is written, 
 

“As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, 
    and every tongue shall give praise to God.” 

 
12 So then, each one of us will be held accountable. 

 



GOSPEL 
Matthew 18:21-35 

Our Gospel reading is from Matthew, 
chapter eighteen, verses twenty-one through thirty-five. 

Matthew writes: 
  

21 Then Peter came and said to him, “Lord, if my brother or sister sins against me, 
how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” 22 Jesus said to him, “Not 

seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. 
 

23 “For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished 
to settle accounts with his slaves. 24 When he began the reckoning, one who owed 
him ten thousand talents was brought to him, 25 and, as he could not pay, the lord 
ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions 
and payment to be made. 26 So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have 
patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27 And out of pity for him, the lord 
of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. 28 But that same slave, as he 
went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii, 

and seizing him by the throat he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29 Then his fellow slave 
fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30 But 

he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the 
debt. 31 When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly 

distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken 
place. 32 Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave 
you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33 Should you not have had mercy 
on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ 34 And in anger his lord handed him 
over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. 35 So my heavenly Father 
will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from 

your heart.” 
 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
Pastor Amanda Ghaffarian 

 
 

MESSAGE 
Pastor Amanda Ghaffarian 



SONG 
“The Servant Song” 

 
OFFERING 

Your offerings are more than just money to keep the lights turned on. Your gifts 
help to sustain and expand all of our ministries here at King of Glory, including 

those which provide direct assistance to those in our community who are in need. 
We are grateful for all of the gifts we receive, and we strive to be good stewards 

of the resources you provide to us. 
 

If you wish to give online, you can use our app 
Or, go to our website at https://kogcarmel.org/give 

 
 

HYMN 
“We Are an Offering” 

ELW 692 
 

AN AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
THE NICENE CREED 

 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 

Of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 
through Him all things were made. 

 
For us and for our salvation, 
He came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 



For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
He suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day He rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 

He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and His kingdom will have no end. 

 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 

 
 

THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
During this time, we pray for all those who need God’s blessings, and praise Him 

for the blessings He has bestowed upon us. 
 

During the prayers, there will be a time of silence, when we offer our personal 
prayers to God. 

 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
We prepare to receive the sacraments of Holy Communion, by remembering the 

words and actions of Jesus during the Last Supper.  



THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father in heaven 
hallowed be Your name, 

Your kingdom come, 
Your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

 
Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 

For the kingdom, the power 
and the glory are Yours 

now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
For those worshipping in-house, 

we invite you to come forward if you wish. 
If you prefer to take communion at your seat, 

you may do so. 
 

For those joining us online, 
If you are able,  

we invite you to take communion where you are, 
using any kind of bread and either wine or grape juice 

so that you may receive the body and blood of our Lord and Savior, 
Jesus the Christ. 

 
 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
Now, may the body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, keep you in His grace and 

peace, now and forever. Amen! 
 
 



SONG 
“The Blood Will Never Lose Its Power” 

 
 

BENEDICTION 
May the Lord bless you and keep you; May the Lord make His face to shine upon 
you and be gracious to you; May the Lord lift up His countenance upon you and 

give you God’s peace; in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

 
 

SONG 
“Cry of My Heart” 

 
 
 

Minister: Amanda Ghaffarian 
Pianist & Sounds of Glory Director: David Moscrip 
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