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As We Gather: On the night He was betrayed, Jesus took a towel, washed His 
disciples’ feet, and commanded them to do likewise. He also took a cup, gave it to 
His disciples to drink, and commanded them to remember Him by doing likewise. 
On this Maundy Thursday (Maundy from the Latin word meaning “command”) 
we remember the commands of Jesus and celebrate His coming to us in the bread 
and wine of Holy Communion.

Welcome to our Maundy Thursday Worship. Tonight begins the three-day liturgy 
of  Holy Week called the Triduum. What we begin in this service will be continued 
through Good Friday and conclude with the Celebration Festival of Easter. This 
is one story, even though it is told over several days and the benediction is held 
back until the resurrection is announced. Make sure that you attend each day as 
more and more of the story is revealed.

Holy Communion is the gift of forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation offered by 
Christ to believers. All are welcome to the table who trust in the Lord’s promise. 
We believe that Christ is truly present in the Sacrament and that with the bread 
and wine we receive His Body and Blood.
Please note:
b	 Grape juice is available in the center glass and the glasses of the center ring.
b	 Kneeling at the Altar rail may be difficult for some. It is not mandatory. Please 

feel free to stand.
b	 If you are unable to come to the Altar, please notify an usher so the Sacrament 

can be brought to you.
b	 Those who do not wish to receive Holy Communion are still welcome to come forward 

for a blessing.

Pastor - Erik Allen
Organist - Joan Krueger
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A Place to Belong

               A Place to Become 
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We Are Invited to Worship

Prelude                               “God Loved the World”                               A. Mahnke

Stand
*Hymn	                 “God So Loved the World”                              ELW 323
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*Invitation to Worship
P:	 In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C:	 Amen.
P:	 On the night He was to be betrayed, Jesus rose from supper, took a towel, 

girded Himself with it, and washed His disciples’ feet.
C:	 We come together to remember His humble service, and to be 

strengthened to be servants like Him.
P:	 On the night before He died, Jesus took bread and the cup and gave Him-

self to His disciples.
C:	 We come together to receive Jesus again in His holy supper and 

to celebrate His gift to us.

*Prayer of the Day
P:	 Let us pray. Holy God, source of all love, on the night of his betrayal, 

Jesus gave us a new commandment, to love one another as he loves us. 
Write this commandment in our hearts, and give us the will to serve 
others as he was the servant of all, your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever.

C:	 Amen.

We Hear God’s Word
First Lesson	                                                                1 Corinthians 11:23-26 

For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord 
Jesus on the night when He was betrayed took a loaf of bread, and when He 
had given thanks, He broke it and said, “This is My body that is for you. Do 
this in remembrance of Me.” In the same way He took the cup also, after 
supper, saying, “This cup is the New Covenant in My blood. Do this, as 
often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” For as often as you eat this 
bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.

*Gospel	                                                                     John 13:3-15, 33-35
Jesus, knowing  that the Father had given all things into His hands, and that 
He had come from God and was going to God, got up from the table, took 
off His outer robe, and tied a towel around Himself. Then He poured water 
into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the 
towel that was tied around Him. He came to Simon Peter, who said to Him, 
“Lord, are You going to wash my feet?” Jesus answered, “You do not know 
now what I am doing, but later you will understand.” Peter said to Him, 
“Lord, not my feet only, but also my hands and my head!” Jesus said to him, 
“One who has bathed does not need to wash, except for the feet, but is en-
tirely clean. And you are clean, though not all of you. For He knew who was 
to betray Him; for this reason He said, “Not all of  you are clean.”
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After He had washed their feet, had put on His robe, and had returned to 
the table, He said to them, “Do you know what I have done to you? You 
call Me Teacher and Lord – and you are right, for that is what I am. So if I, 
your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one 
another’s feet. For I have set you an example, that you also should do as I 
have done to you.

Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and 
as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, “Where I am going, you cannot 
come. I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as 
I have loved you, you also should love one another. By this everyone will 
know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.”

Sit

Sermon	           “What Makes Tonight Different?”        Pastor Erik Allen

* Hymn	           “Jeus, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love ”	              ELW 708
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Instruction
P:	 Friends in Christ, in this Lenten season we have heard our Lord’s call to 

struggle against sin, death, and the devil—all that keeps us from loving 
God and each other. This is the struggle to which we were called at bap-
tism. 

	 Within the community of the church, God never wearies of forgiving sin 
and giving the peace of reconciliation. On this night let us confess our 
sin against God and our neighbor, and enter the celebration of the great 
Three Days reconciled with God and with one another.

*Confession / Forgiveness
P:	 When Jesus took the towel, Peter at first refused to have Jesus wash his 

feet.
C:	 We, too, in pride and self-righteousness often refuse the 

humble service of our Lord who wants to wash us clean. Lord 
Jesus, forgive us our conceit and vanity.

P:	 When Jesus commands us to take up the towel, how often we refuse.
C:	 The task of service is too menial, too unpleasant, too loath-

some for our refined sensibilities. Lord Jesus, forgive us our 
reluctance to serve.

P:	 When Jesus took the cup, He said, “This is My blood of the new testa-
ment which is poured out for many.”

C:	 It is for my sin that Your blood was poured out, O Lord. For 
me You gave Your life. It fills me with remorse as I confess my 
sin. Forgive me, O Lord, according to Your mercy.

P:	 In your steadfast love,
C:	 Remember not the sins of my youth.

P:	 In your steadfast love,
C:	 Remember not the times I have trusted You too little.

P:	 In your steadfast love,
C:	 Remember not the times I have been absent from Your house.

P:	 In your steadfast love,
C:	 Remember not the times I forgot to pray.

P:	 In your steadfast love,
C:	 Remember not the times I have failed in my relationships with 

other people.



8

P:	 In your steadfast love,
C:	 Remember not the times I failed to see my neighbor in need.

P:	 In your steadfast love,
C:	 Remember not the times I have spoken unkind words.

P:	 In your steadfast love,
C:	 Remember not the times I have had an unforgiving heart.

P:	 In your steadfast love,
C:	 Remember not the times I have failed to love Your creation.

P:	 “I will remember My Covenant,” says the Lord. In steadfast love God 
forgives all our sins. As far as the East is from the West, so far has God 
removed our sin from us. Believe in that forgiveness. It is real. It is true. 
And it is for you. As a called and ordained minister of Jesus Christ and by 
his authority I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C:	 Amen.

* The Prayers

Offering

* Offering Response   “Christ, the Life of All the Living”     
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*Offertory Prayer
P:	 Let us pray. God our provider,
C:	 you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of grace 

and life. Bles us and these your gifts, which we receive from 
your bounty, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

We Come to the Lord’s Table

*Thanksgiving At the Table
P:	 The Lord be with you.
C:	 And also with you.
 
P:	 Lift up your hearts.
C:	 We lift them to the Lord.
 
P:	 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C:	 It is right to give our thanks and praise.

* Communion Prayer
P:	 You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy, and 

great is the majesty of your glory. You so loved the world that you gave 
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your only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but have 
eternal life. …  we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving 
and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, and these your 
own gifts of bread and wine, so that we and all who share in the body and 
blood of Christ may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, and, receiving 
the forgiveness of sin, may be formed to live as your holy people and be giv-
en our inheritance with all your saints. To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever.

C:	 Amen. 

*Lord’s Prayer              
C:	 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your Kingdom 

come, Your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today 
our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 
against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil, 
For the Kingdom, the power, and the glory are Yours, now and 
forever.  Amen!

Communion Distribution Music
                                                
*Blessing		                                                                             
P:	 The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

His grace.
C:	 Amen.

*Prayer
A:	 Let us pray. Lord Jesus, in a wonderful sacrament you strengthen us with the 

saving power of your suffering, death, and resurrection. May this sacrament 
of your body and blood so work in us that the fruits of your redemption will 
show forth in the way we live, for you live and reign with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C:	 Amen.

Hymn                                   “Go To Dark Gathsemane”                       ELW 347
(vs 1-3)
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Please be seated.

Stripping of the Altar
The service concludes with the “Stripping of the Altar,” which is sym-
bolic of Jesus’ humiliation at the soldiers’ hands. This removal of the 
altar furnishings (as Psalm 22 is shared) marks the transition from the 
eucharistic celebration to Jesus’ crucifixion and death.
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Please join us...

Good Friday
Stations of the Cross Service at 12:15

Traditional Service at 7:00 pm

Saturday Morning
Easter Egg Hunt at 11:00 am

3 years to 4th grade (bring your basket!)

Easter Morning Worship
10:00 am 

(Blended Worship)
Easter Brunch following


