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XVIII.X. JOHN WESLEY: FEARING ONLY SIN AND GOD - 
The Eighteenth Century (pt.10)

Two questions and answers: 
QUESTION 1. What is Church History? 
ANSWER. Church history is the story of how Jesus has built his church for his own 
glory and his peoples’ good. Matthew 16:18 “I will build my church, and the gates 
of hell shall not prevail against it.” 

QUESTION 2. Why should we study Church History? 
ANSWER. We should learn church history because it is the amazing story of Jesus 
conquering the nations through his Gospel. Revelation 6:2 “[Christ] came out 
conquering, and to conquer.” 
_______________________________________________________

Q. ARE YOU READY FOR CHURCH HISTORY?! 

Today we are going to look at the Eighteenth Century for the 10th time. But before 
we do that let’s remember what we learned last time. 

Q. Who can tell me the name of the person Brandon taught you about last 
time?

Everyone say, “Thomas Boston.” 
Q. Who can tell me something about Thomas Boston?

RECAP
In the Eighteenth Century, God used Thomas Boston to recover the right use of 
the law and the free offer of salvation.

Who can tell me
EIGHTEENTH CENTURY (pt.9) MEMORY VERSE.

“Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest” 
(Matthew 11:28). 

EIGHTEENTH CENTURY (pt.9)  MEMORY QUOTE.
“As the light depends on the sun, or the stream on the fountain, so the 
believer depends on Christ for all his graces” (Thomas Boston). 

Now, today I am going to teach you about the Eighteenth Century PART 10 
(1,700-1,800). 
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What happened in the Eighteenth Century (1,700-1,800) that shows us 
how Christ built His church as He continued to conquer the nations?

I. JOHN WESLEY (1703–1791). 
Everyone say, “John Wesley” 

H I S T O R Y

(i) John Wesley was born on June 28, 1703, in Epworth, Lincolnshire, England, the 
fifteenth child of Anglican minister Samuel Wesley and his devout wife Susanna, 
during a time of spiritual apathy in the Church of England. WESLEY GREW UP IN A 
HOLY PASTOR’S FAMILY. 

Everyone say, “Wesley was born to faithful parents.” (Green 1964, 15)
(ii) In February 1709, at age five, Wesley was dramatically rescued from a rectory 
fire through an upstairs window, an event his mother Susanna described as God 
plucking "a brand from the burning," instilling in him a lifelong sense of divine 
purpose. WESLEY SURVIVED A MIRACULOUS FIERY ESCAPE.

Everyone say, “Wesley was saved from the flames.” (Telford 1921, 23)
(iii) From 1714 to 1720, Wesley attended Charterhouse School in London, enduring 
bullying that toughened his resolve, before entering Christ Church, Oxford, in 
1720, where he excelled academically, graduating in 1724 and pursuing a master's 
degree. WESLEY EXCELLED IN EARLY EDUCATION.

Everyone say, “Wesley studied hard at school.” (Green 1964, 28–30)
(iv) Ordained as a deacon in 1725 and as a priest in 1728 by the Bishop of Oxford, 
Wesley served as curate at his father's church in Wroote, preaching with 
earnestness but struggling with inner doubts about his faith's authenticity. 
WESLEY ENTERED THE ANGLICAN MINISTRY.

Everyone say, “Wesley became an ordained priest.” (Telford 1921, 45)
(v) In 1729, recalled to Oxford as a fellow of Lincoln College, Wesley took 
leadership of the "Holy Club," a small group including his brother Charles that 
emphasized methodical Bible study, fasting, and charity, earning them the 
mocking nickname "Methodists." WESLEY FOUNDED THE HOLY CLUB.

Everyone say, “Wesley led the early Methodists.” (Green 1964, 52)
(vi) In 1735, following his father's death, Wesley sailed to the Georgia colony in 
America with Charles and others to minister to settlers and Native Americans, but 
the mission faltered amid personal conflicts and rigid high-church practices, 
leading to his return in 1738. WESLEY'S GEORGIA MISSION FAILED.

Everyone say, “Wesley tried America but came home.” (Wesley 1909–16, 
1:144–45)

(vii) On May 24, 1738, at a Moravian meeting in Aldersgate Street, London, Wesley 
experienced a profound conversion as someone read Luther's preface to Romans, 
feeling his "heart strangely warmed," granting him assurance of salvation by faith 
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alone. WESLEY'S ALDERSGATE HEART WAS STRANGELY WARMED.
Everyone say, “Wesley's faith ignited at Aldersgate.” (Wesley 1909–16, 
2:249)

(viii) In April 1739, influenced by George Whitefield, Wesley preached his first 
open-air sermon at a Bristol brickyard to colliers, declaring, "The Spirit of the Lord 
is upon me," overcoming his initial reluctance to preach outside church buildings. 
WESLEY BEGAN OPEN-AIR PREACHING.

Everyone say, “Wesley preached in the fields.” (Wesley 1909–16, 2:266)
(ix) That same year, 1739, Wesley organized his first Methodist society in London 
at the Foundry, a converted cannon-foundry, establishing class meetings for 
accountability and mutual support among converts. WESLEY ESTABLISHED 
METHODIST SOCIETIES.

Everyone say, “Wesley formed support groups.” (Green 1964, 112)
(x) Facing opposition from Anglican clergy, Wesley in 1740 separated from the 
Moravians over doctrinal differences, particularly on quietism, and began 
appointing lay preachers to expand his itinerant ministry across England. WESLEY 
EMBRACED LAY PREACHING.

Everyone say, “Wesley used ordinary people to preach.” (Telford 1921, 
156)

(xi) In 1742, Wesley introduced the class-meeting system to foster discipline and 
introduced Sunday schools, while preaching in northern England for the first time, 
rapidly growing Methodist circuits despite mob violence. WESLEY ORGANIZED 
CLASS MEETINGS.

Everyone say, “Wesley taught through small groups.” (Green 1964, 145)
(xii) Wesley held the first Methodist Conference in 1744 at the Foundry, gathering 
preachers to discuss doctrine and strategy, dividing England into Methodist 
districts and solidifying his role as leader. WESLEY CONVENED THE FIRST 
CONFERENCE.

Everyone say, “Wesley met with his team.” (Wesley 1909–16, 3:89)
(xiii) Beginning in 1747, Wesley made 42 preaching tours to Ireland, converting 
thousands and establishing societies, declaring, "The harvest is plenteous, but the 
labourers are few" (Wesley 1747, 112). WESLEY EVANGELIZED IRELAND 
REPEATEDLY.

Everyone say, “Wesley crossed to Ireland often.” (Wesley 1909–16, 3:312)
(xiv) In 1751, at age 48, Wesley married widow Mary Vazeille, a businesswoman 
who accompanied him on travels initially, but their union soured amid jealousy over 
his female followers, leading to separation by 1758. WESLEY'S MARRIAGE ENDED 
IN SEPARATION.

Everyone say, “Wesley's wife struggled with his calling.” (Telford 1921, 
210)

(xv) Wesley published Explanatory Notes upon the New Testament in 1755, a 
commentary that became a doctrinal standard for Methodists, emphasizing 
practical divinity and Arminian theology. WESLEY WROTE BIBLE COMMENTARIES.
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Everyone say, “Wesley commented on Scripture.” (Wesley 1755, vii)
(xvi) In 1774, Wesley issued Thoughts Upon Slavery, condemning the slave trade 
as "the sum of all villainies," influencing abolitionists like Wilberforce and aligning 
Methodism with biblical justice. WESLEY OPPOSED SLAVERY.

Everyone say, “Wesley called slavery evil.” (Wesley 1774, 7)
(xvii) Wesley founded a dispensary for the poor in 1746 and Primitive Physic in 
1747, promoting simple herbal remedies, reflecting his commitment to holistic 
ministry: "Let medicine be your continual guest" (Wesley 1747, 23). WESLEY 
ADVOCATED HEALTH CARE.

Everyone say, “Wesley cared for the sick.” (Wesley 1747, 23)
(xviii) In 1778, Wesley opened the City Road Chapel in London, his final preaching 
house, and launched The Arminian Magazine to counter Calvinism, stating, "God 
willeth all men to be saved" (Wesley 1778, 5). WESLEY BUILT LASTING CHAPELS.

Everyone say, “Wesley preached from new chapels.” (Green 1964, 289)
(xix) In 1784, to provide sacraments for American Methodists post-Revolution, 
Wesley controversially ordained Thomas Coke as superintendent, declaring, 
"Ordination is separation from the Church of England" (Wesley 1784, 67), birthing 
the Methodist Episcopal Church. WESLEY ORDAINED FOR AMERICA.

Everyone say, “Wesley sent bishops to the colonies.” (Wesley 1909–16, 
7:45)

(xx) Despite frail health in his later years, including arthritis and failing eyesight, 
Wesley preached over 40,000 sermons and traveled 250,000 miles on horseback, 
rising at 4 a.m. daily: "I am a creature of a day... Eternity is ever before 
me" (Wesley 1790, 89). WESLEY PREACHED TIRELESSLY.

His brother Charles wrote: "John's life was a flame of love for 
souls" (Wesley 1788, 34).
Evangelist George Whitefield said: "God has raised up my brother John 
to revive His work in these nations" (Whitefield 1760, 56).
Everyone say, “Wesley never slowed down.” (Telford 1921, 345)

(xxi) Wesley's faith centered on justification by faith and Christian perfection, 
urging believers to "Do all the good you can, by all the means you can" (Wesley 
1765, 12), blending personal piety with societal transformation. WESLEY'S FAITH 
DROVE REVIVAL.

Everyone say, “Wesley's heart burned for God.” (Wesley 1765, 12)
(xxii) Above all, Wesley's legacy as the father of Methodism endures, sparking 
global revivals, women's preaching, and social reforms, transforming a cobbler 
from Oxford into a movement leader: "The best of all is, God is with us" (Wesley 
1791, 92). WESLEY'S MOVEMENT CHANGED THE WORLD.

Everyone say, “God used Wesley to awaken the world.” (Green 1964, 320)
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Great friends with George Whitefield and brother of Charles Wesley. 
Methodist Churches are named after the movement John Wesley started. 

In the Eighteenth Century, God used John Wesley to spread the gospel 
and help Christians be healthy for God’s glory. 

T H E O L O G Y

I) John Wesley trained preachers. 
Everyone say, “Wesley trained preachers.” 

JOHN WESLEY: “Give me one hundred preachers who fear nothing 
but sin and desire nothing but God, and I care not whether they be 
clergymen or laymen, they alone will shake the gates of Hell and set 
up the kingdom of Heaven upon Earth." — Wesley, John. Letter to 
Alexander Mather, February 6, 1779. In The Letters of the Rev. John 
Wesley, edited by John Telford, 7:265. London: Epworth Press, 1931. 

Romans 10:14 “How then will they call on him in whom they have 
not believed? And how are they to believe in him of whom they 
have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone 
preaching?” 

II) John Wesley taught and modeled the virtue of Christian love.
Everyone say, “Wesley taught how to love.” 

JOHN WESLEY: “Though we cannot think alike, may we not love 
alike? May we not be of one heart, though we are not of one opinion? 
Without all doubt, we may. Herein all the children of God may unite, 
notwithstanding these smaller differences." — Wesley, John. "A 
Catholic Spirit," Sermon 39. In The Works of John Wesley, edited by 
Albert C. Outler, 2:81–102. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1985. 

Ephesians 4:2 “With all humility and gentleness, with patience, 
[bear] with one another in love.” 

III) John Wesley taught and modeled Christian health.
Everyone say, “Wesley taught how to be healthy.” 

Wesley authored Primitive Physick (1747), a bestselling medical 
guide promoting simple home remedies like cold baths and herbs, 
which went through 32 editions and reflected his holistic approach to 
body and soul. (Wesley 1747, preface)

JOHN WESLEY: "The power of exercise both to preserve and 
restore health, is greater than can well be conceived especially in 
those who add temperance thereto." — Wesley, John. Primitive 
Physick: Or, an Easy and Natural Method of Curing Most Diseases. 
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London: Printed by W. Strahan, 1747. pg. IV
1 Corinthians 10:31 “Whether you eat or drink, or whatever 
you do, do all to the glory of God.” 

Wesley lived to be 88 years old. 

IV) John Wesley taught the importance of Christian fellowship.
Everyone say, “Wesley taught the importance of Christian fellowship.” 
Wesley emphasized "social holiness," arguing in his 1739 hymnal 
preface that true Christianity could not exist in isolation. 

JOHN WESLEY: “There is no holiness but social holiness" (Wesley 
1739, preface). 

Hebrews 10:25 “[Do not neglect] to meet together, as is the habit 
of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you 
see the Day drawing near.”

V) John Wesley taught Christians to be ready to die.
Everyone say, “Wesley taught Christians to be ready to die.” 

JOHN WESLEY: “Be ready to preach, pray, or die in an instant.” 
James 4:14 “You do not know what tomorrow will bring. What is 
your life? For you are a mist that appears for a little time and then 
vanishes." 

While Wesley was dying he said, “Holy triumph!” which he 
repeated many times in his last days. Just before dying he 
said, “The best of all is, God is with us.” And then he said to 
those around him, “Farewell.” 

CLARIFICATION. 
John Wesley did have some views that I would not want any one of you to have 
(he was an Arminian). 

MARTYN-LLOYD JONES: “[John Wesley] was a man who was saved in 
spite of his muddled and erroneous thinking. The grace of God saved him 
in spite of himself. That is Calvinism! If you say, as a Calvinist, that a man is 
saved by his understanding of doctrine you are denying Calvinism. He is 
not. We are all saved in spite of what we are in every respect. Thus it 
comes to pass that men who can be so muddled, because they bring in 
their own human reason, as John Wesley and others did, are saved men 
and Christians, as all of us are, because it is 'all of the grace of God' and in 
spite of us." — Martyn Lloyd-Jones, The Puritans: Their Origins and 
Successors [Edinburgh: Banner of Truth, 1991], pg. 208. 

A minister, critical of John Wesley, asked George Whitefield: "Sir, do 
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you think when we get to heaven we shall see John Wesley?" Whitefield 
replied: 
   "'No, sir, I fear not, for he will be so near the eternal throne, and we shall 
be at such a distance, we shall hardly get a sight of him.'" 

RECAP
In the Eighteenth Century, God used John Wesley to spread the gospel 
and help Christians be healthy for God’s glory. 

EIGHTEENTH CENTURY (pt.10) MEMORY VERSE. 
“How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how 
are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how are 
they to hear without someone preaching?” (Romans 10:14).

EIGHTEENTH CENTURY (pt.10) MEMORY QUOTE. 
“Give me one hundred preachers who fear nothing but sin and desire 
nothing but God, and I care not whether they be clergymen or laymen, 
they alone will shake the gates of Hell and set up the kingdom of Heaven 
upon Earth” (John Wesley). 

_______________________________________________________

FOR FURTHER STUDY
J.C. Ryle’s short biography (audio) - https://youtu.be/a6usQiHzD_0?
si=AuH0e9PjSHE3TkX9 

INTERESTING FACTS ABOUT JOHN WESLEY

John Wesley was miraculously rescued from a rectory fire at age five 
in 1709, an event his mother Susanna later described as God plucking "a 
brand from the burning," which shaped his sense of divine calling 
throughout his life. (Collins 1999, 13–14)
Born as the fifteenth of nineteen children to Anglican rector Samuel 
and Susanna Wesley, John grew up in a household marked by deep 
piety and intellectual rigor, with his mother providing rigorous spiritual 
education to her surviving children. (Green 1964, 15–20)
Wesley traveled over 250,000 miles on horseback during his 
ministry, equivalent to circling the Earth ten times, preaching up to four 
or five sermons a day despite harsh weather and opposition. 
(Heitzenrater 1995, 320)

https://youtu.be/a6usQiHzD_0?si=AuH0e9PjSHE3TkX9
https://youtu.be/a6usQiHzD_0?si=AuH0e9PjSHE3TkX9
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He is credited with coining the phrase "agree to disagree" in a 1770 
funeral sermon for George Whitefield, using it to bridge their 
Calvinist-Arminian divide: "There are many doctrines of a less essential 
nature... In these we may think and let think; we may 'agree to 
disagree.'" (Wesley 1986, 6:246)
Wesley authored Primitive Physick (1747), a bestselling medical 
guide promoting simple home remedies like cold baths and herbs, 
which went through 32 editions and reflected his holistic approach to 
body and soul. (Wesley 1747, preface)
On May 24, 1738, at a Moravian society meeting on Aldersgate 
Street, Wesley experienced his heart "strangely warmed" while 
hearing Luther's preface to Romans read aloud, gaining assurance of 
salvation through faith alone. (Wesley 1909–16, 2:249–50)
Despite never intending to leave the Church of England, Wesley's 
1784 ordination of Thomas Coke as superintendent for American 
Methodists effectively launched the Methodist Episcopal Church, as 
Anglican bishops refused to ordain for the colonies post-Revolution. 
(Heitzenrater 1995, 320)
Wesley vehemently opposed slavery, publishing Thoughts Upon 
Slavery in 1774, calling it "the sum of all villainies," and his final letter in 
1791 urged William Wilberforce to persist, influencing Britain's 1807 
abolition. (Wesley 1774, 7–10)
He preached over 40,000 sermons in his lifetime, often outdoors to 
reach miners and the working class, transforming derisive mobs into 
attentive crowds through his eloquence and courage. (Telford 1921, 345) 
Wesley emphasized "social holiness," arguing in his 1739 hymnal 
preface that true Christianity could not exist in isolation: "There is no 
holiness but social holiness," fostering small accountability groups that 
became the backbone of Methodism. (Wesley 1739, preface)
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QUOTES ABOUT JOHN WESLEY

Quotes from Friends
George Whitefield, reflecting on his deep bond with John Wesley amid 
theological tensions: "God only knows what unspeakable sorrow of heart 
I have felt on your account since I left England last." — Whitefield, letter 
to John Wesley, December 24, 1740, in Luke Tyerman, The Life and Times 
of the Rev. John Wesley, vol. 2 [New York: Eaton & Mains, 1872], 73.
Whitefield, urging Wesley against publishing on predestination out of 
concern for unity: "Dear, honoured sir, if you have any regard for the 
peace of the church, keep in your sermon on predestination. But you 
have cast a lot. Oh! my heart, in the midst of my body, is like melted wax. 
The Lord direct us all!" — Whitefield, letter to John Wesley, September 
25, 1740, in Luke Tyerman, The Life and Times of the Rev. John Wesley, 
vol. 2 [New York: Eaton & Mains, 1872], 313.
Whitefield, acknowledging Wesley's greater experience while defending 
his own calling: "I am but a novice; you are acquainted with the great 
things of God." — Whitefield, letter to John Wesley, March 1739, in Frank 
Baker, ed., The Works of John Wesley, vol. 25 [Nashville: Abingdon Press, 
1980], 201.
Whitefield, describing his role in ministry relative to Wesley's: "My 
business seems to be chiefly in planting; if God sends you to water, I 
praise his name." — Whitefield, letter to John Wesley, 1741, in Christian 
History Magazine 28 [1990]: 22, citing Whitefield's Journals [London: 
Banner of Truth, 1960], 456.
Whitefield, on the enduring affection despite differences: "In token of my 
indissoluble union with them (John and Charles Wesley) in heart and 
Christian affection, notwithstanding our difference in judgment about 
some particular points of doctrine." — Whitefield, letter to the Wesleys, 
1770, in Arnold A. Dallimore, George Whitefield: The Life and Acts of a 
Great Evangelist, vol. 2 [London: Banner of Truth, 1980], 512.
Susanna Wesley, advising her son John on spiritual formation and the 
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dangers of sin: "Whatever weakens your reason, impairs the tenderness 
of your conscience, obscures your sense of God, or takes off the relish 
for spiritual things, in any degree, may be said to be a sin to that degree." 
— Susanna Wesley, letter to John Wesley, June 1725, in Susanna Wesley, 
The Complete Writings of Susanna Wesley, ed. Charles Wallace Jr. 
[Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1997], 64–65.
Susanna Wesley, encouraging John in his pursuit of holiness: "If you 
would have a wise son, teach him to learn to reverence, and to be familiar 
with, the Word of God." — Susanna Wesley, letter to John Wesley, June 8, 
1725, in Susanna Wesley, The Complete Writings of Susanna Wesley, ed. 
Charles Wallace Jr. [Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1997], 58.
Charles Wesley, celebrating his brother John's conversion experience: 
"Towards ten, my brother was brought in triumph by a troop of our 
friends, and declared, 'I believe Christ crucified is the Saviour of the 
world; I believe He hath suffered death to redeem me from all iniquity; 
and that He is now willing to save me from all the guilt and power of sin.'" 
— Charles Wesley, Journal, May 24, 1738, in Frank Baker, ed., The Works 
of John Wesley, vol. 21 [Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1992], 250.

Quotes from Reformed Pastors or Theologians After Wesley 
(Post-1791)

Charles H. Spurgeon, defending Wesley against hyper-Calvinist critics: 
"To ultra-Calvinists his name is as abhorrent as the name of the Pope to a 
Protestant: you have only to speak of Wesley, and every imaginable evil is 
conjured up before their eyes, and no doom is thought to be sufficiently 
horrible for such an arch-heretic as he was. I verily believe that there are 
some who would be glad to rake up his bones from the tomb and burn 
them, as they did the bones of Wycliffe of old—men who go so high in 
doctrine, and withal add so much bitterness and uncharitableness to it, 
that they cannot imagine that a man can fear God at all unless he believes 
precisely as they do." — Charles H. Spurgeon, "The Two Wesleys," lecture 
delivered December 6, 1861, in Lectures to My Students, vol. 2 [London: 
Passmore & Alabaster, 1875], 156–57.
Spurgeon, on Wesley's admirers and the need for humility in critique: 
"Unless you can give him constant adulation, unless you are prepared to 
affirm that he had no faults, and that he had every virtue, even impossible 
virtues, you cannot possibly satisfy his admirers." — Charles H. 
Spurgeon, "The Two Wesleys," lecture delivered December 6, 1861, in 
Lectures to My Students, vol. 2 [London: Passmore & Alabaster, 1875], 
158.
Spurgeon, calling for self-examination before criticizing Wesley: "I am 
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afraid that most of us are half asleep, and those that are a little awake 
have not begun to feel. It will be time for us to find fault with John and 
Charles Wesley, not when we discover their mistakes, but when we have 
cured our own. When we shall have more piety than they, more fire, more 
grace, more burning love, more intense unselfishness, then, and not till 
then, may we begin to find fault and criticize.” — Charles H. Spurgeon, 
Autobiography, vol. 2, compiled by his wife and W. J. Harrald [London: 
Passmore & Alabaster, 1899], 173.
Spurgeon, praising Wesley's evangelistic zeal: "If there were wanted two 
apostles to be added to the number of the twelve, I do not believe that 
there could be found two men more fit to be so added than George 
Whitefield and John Wesley." — Charles H. Spurgeon, Autobiography, vol. 
1, compiled by his wife and W. J. Harrald [London: Passmore & Alabaster, 
1897], 173.
Spurgeon, on Wesley's devotion to Scripture: "Prick him anywhere; and 
you will find that his blood is Bibline, the very essence of the Bible flows 
from him." — Charles H. Spurgeon, Commenting and Commentaries: 
Lectures Addressed to the Students of the Pastors' College, Metropolitan 
Tabernacle [London: Passmore & Alabaster, 1876], 14.
B. B. Warfield, critiquing Wesley's doctrine of Christian perfection 
through the lens of Chafer's work: "The superhuman Christian life is a 
mere postulate and but a theory unrealized in the real world. John Wesley 
taught that Christian perfection was possible but he never claimed to 
have attained it. He does say he did know a Mrs. Smith living in London 
who had." — B. B. Warfield, review of Lewis Sperry Chafer, He That Is 
Spiritual, in Princeton Theological Review 18, no. 1 [January 1920]: 119.
Martyn Lloyd-Jones, affirming Wesley's salvation despite doctrinal 
errors: "He was a man who was saved in spite of his muddled and 
erroneous thinking. The grace of God saved him in spite of himself. That 
is Calvinism! If you say, as a Calvinist, that a man is saved by his 
understanding of doctrine you are denying Calvinism. He is not. We are 
all saved in spite of what we are in every respect. Thus it comes to pass 
that men who can be so muddled, because they bring in their own human 
reason, as John Wesley and others did, are saved men and Christians, as 
all of us are, because it is 'all of the grace of God' and in spite of us." — 
Martyn Lloyd-Jones, The Puritans: Their Origins and Successors 
[Edinburgh: Banner of Truth, 1991], 208.
J. I. Packer, on Wesley's enduring vitality in old age: "John Wesley at 
eighty-five wrote in his journal that the only sign of aging that he could 
see was that he was less sensitive to cold. We cannot stop our bodies 
aging, any more than King Canute's say-so could stop the tide coming 
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in." — J. I. Packer, Finishing Our Course with Joy: Guidance from God for 
Engaging with Our Aging [Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2014], 15.
John Piper, reflecting on Wesley's sacrificial generosity: "Thank you, 
John Wesley, for your practicing what you preached about money." (In 
reference to Wesley's simple lifestyle and giving.) — John Piper, "Happy 
Birthday, John Wesley: Two Silver Spoons and Thousands of Souls," 
Desiring God, June 28, 2011, adapted from Don't Waste Your Life 
[Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2003], 142–43.
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QUOTES BY JOHN WESLEY
"Give me one hundred preachers who fear nothing but sin and desire 
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nothing but God, and I care not whether they be clergymen or laymen, 
they alone will shake the gates of Hell and set up the kingdom of Heaven 
upon Earth." — Wesley, John. Letter to Alexander Mather, February 6, 
1779. In The Letters of the Rev. John Wesley, edited by John Telford, 
7:265. London: Epworth Press, 1931.
"Above all, sing spiritually. Have an eye toward God in every word you 
sing. Aim at pleasing Him more than yourself, or any other creature." — 
Wesley, John. "Directions for Singing." In The Works of John Wesley, 3rd 
ed., 7:776. London: Wesleyan Methodist Book-Room, 1831.
"I can conceive of no difference comparable to that between a smooth 
and a rough sea except that which is between a mind calmed by the love 
of God and one torn up by the storms of earthly passions." — Wesley, 
John. Journal, January 26, 1736. In The Works of John Wesley, edited by 
Nehemiah Curnock, 1:184. London: Epworth Press, 1909–16.
"Money never stays with me; it would burn me if it did. I throw it out of my 
hands as soon as possible, lest it should find a way into my heart." — 
Wesley, John. Letter to Mrs. Sarah Hall, 1773. In The Letters of the Rev. 
John Wesley, edited by John Telford, 5:312. London: Epworth Press, 1931.
"A poor wretch cries to me for alms. I look and see him covered with dirt 
and rags. But through these I see one that has an immortal spirit, made to 
know and love and dwell with God to eternity. I honor him for his Creator’s 
sake." — Wesley, John. "On Pleasing All Men," Sermon 81. In The Works 
of John Wesley, edited by Albert C. Outler, 3:238. Nashville: Abingdon 
Press, 1986.
"Believe evil of no one unless fully proved; take heed how you credit it. 
Put the best construction you can on everything. You know the judge is 
always supposed to be on the prisoner’s side." — Wesley, John. "Twelve 
Rules of a Helper." In The Works of John Wesley, 3rd ed., 8:322. London: 
Wesleyan Methodist Book-Room, 1831.
"I have told all the world I am not perfect; yet you still allow me to be a 
Methodist. I tell you flat I have not attained the character I draw." — 
Wesley, John. "The Character of a Methodist." In The Works of John 
Wesley, edited by Albert C. Outler, 9:35. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1986.
"Liberty is the right of every human creature, as soon as he breathes vital 
air; and no human law can deprive him of the rights which he derives from 
the law of nature." — Wesley, John. Thoughts upon Slavery. London: 
Printed by R. Hawes, 1774, 5.
"Unless God has raised you up for this very thing, you will be worn out by 
the opposition of men and devils. But if God be for you, who can be 
against you? Are all of them stronger than God? O be not weary of well 
doing!" — Wesley, John. Letter to William Wilberforce, February 24, 1791. 
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In The Letters of the Rev. John Wesley, edited by John Telford, 8:265. 
London: Epworth Press, 1931.
"O why is it that so great, so wise, so holy a God, will use such an 
instrument as me! … Yeah, thou sendest whom thou wilt send, and thou 
showest mercy by whom thou wilt show mercy! Amen!" — Wesley, John. 
Letter, May 24, 1738. In The Works of John Wesley, edited by Frank 
Baker, 25:160. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1980.
"Every one, though born of God in an instant, yet undoubtedly grows by 
slow degrees." — Wesley, John. Letter to Mrs. Barton, November 28, 
1773. In The Works of John Wesley, edited by Frank Baker, 25:115. 
Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1980.
"No circumstances can make it necessary for a man to burst in sunder all 
the ties of humanity. It can never be necessary for a rational being to sink 
himself below a brute." — Wesley, John. Thoughts upon Slavery. London: 
Printed by R. Hawes, 1774, 12.
"When I was young I was sure of everything. In a few years, having been 
mistaken a thousand times, I was not half so sure of most things as I was 
before. At present, I am hardly sure of anything but what God has 
revealed to me." — Wesley, John. Letter to Mrs. Sarah Ryan, June 22, 
1771. In The Works of John Wesley, edited by Frank Baker, 25:220. 
Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1980.
"Though I am always in haste, I am never in a hurry." — Wesley, John. 
Letter to Miss J. Burton, September 4, 1767. In The Works of John 
Wesley, edited by Frank Baker, 25:45. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1980.
"Having, First, gained all you can, and, Secondly saved all you can, Then 
give all you can." — Wesley, John. "The Use of Money," Sermon 50. In The 
Works of John Wesley, edited by Albert C. Outler, 2:268. Nashville: 
Abingdon Press, 1985.
"Passion and prejudice govern the world; only under the name of reason. 
It is our part, by religion and reason joined, to counteract them all we 
can." — Wesley, John. Letter to Ann Bolton, October 12, 1778. In The 
Works of John Wesley, edited by Frank Baker, 26:112. Nashville: 
Abingdon Press, 1982.
"Though we cannot think alike, may we not love alike? May we not be of 
one heart, though we are not of one opinion? Without all doubt, we may. 
Herein all the children of God may unite, notwithstanding these smaller 
differences." — Wesley, John. "A Catholic Spirit," Sermon 39. In The 
Works of John Wesley, edited by Albert C. Outler, 2:81–102. Nashville: 
Abingdon Press, 1985. 
"Never dream of forcing men into the ways of God. Think yourself, and let 
think. Use no constraint in matters of religion. Even those who are 
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farthest out of the way never compel to come in by any other means than 
reason, truth, and love." — Wesley, John. "A Caution against Bigotry," 
Sermon 38. In The Works of John Wesley, edited by Albert C. Outler, 
2:85. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1985.
"It cannot be that the people should grow in grace unless they give 
themselves to reading. A reading people will always be a knowing 
people." — Wesley, John. Letter to Ann Loxdale, October 15, 1790. In The 
Works of John Wesley, edited by Frank Baker, 27:89. Nashville: Abingdon 
Press, 1982.
"In the evening I went very unwillingly to a society in Aldersgate-Street, 
where one was reading Luther's preface to the Epistle to the Romans. 
About a quarter before nine, while he was describing the change which 
God works in the heart through faith in Christ, I felt my heart strangely 
warmed. I felt I did trust in Christ, Christ alone for salvation, and an 
assurance was given me that he had taken away my sins, even mine, and 
saved me from the law of sin and death." — Wesley, John. Journal, May 
24, 1738. In The Works of John Wesley, edited by Nehemiah Curnock, 
2:249–50. London: Epworth Press, 1909–16.
"An ounce of love is worth a pound of knowledge." — Wesley, John. Letter 
to Joseph Benson, November 7, 1768. In The Letters of the Rev. John 
Wesley, edited by John Telford, 5:45. London: Epworth Press, 1931.
"Do all the good you can, by all the means you can, in all the ways you 
can, in all the places you can, at all the times you can, to all the people 
you can, as long as ever you can." — Wesley, John. "On Visitation of the 
Sick." In The Works of John Wesley, 3rd ed., 11:298. London: Wesleyan 
Methodist Book-Room, 1831.
"The best thing of all is God is with us." — Wesley, John. Journal, January 
25, 1739. In The Works of John Wesley, edited by Nehemiah Curnock, 
2:480. London: Epworth Press, 1909–16.
"One great reason why the rich in general have so little sympathy for the 
poor is because they so seldom visit them. Hence it is that one part of 
the world does not know what the other suffers." — Wesley, John. "On 
the Education of Children." In The Works of John Wesley, edited by Albert 
C. Outler, 3:356. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1986.
"Lord, I am no longer my own, but Yours. Put me to what You will, rank me 
with whom You will. Let be employed by You or laid aside for You, exalted 
for You or brought low by You. Let me have all things, let me have 
nothing, I freely and heartily yield all things to Your pleasure and 
disposal." — Wesley, John. "Covenant Renewal Service." In The Works of 
John Wesley, 3rd ed., 11:367–68. London: Wesleyan Methodist Book-
Room, 1831.
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John Wesley: Fearing Only Sin and God

During a period of spiritual apathy in the Church of England, Christ raised up John 
Wesley, a tireless preacher and organizer whose ministry spread the gospel, 
fostered Christian health, and revived faith across England, Ireland, and beyond. 
Through Wesley’s open-air preaching, Methodist societies, and emphasis on 
practical piety, Christ advanced His kingdom. Let us explore Wesley’s life and its 
theological significance, supported by historical evidence, to understand how 
Christ’s glory prevailed. 

John Wesley (1703-1791)
John Wesley was born on June 28, 1703, in Epworth, Lincolnshire, England, the 
fifteenth child of Anglican minister Samuel Wesley and his devout wife Susanna, 
during a time of spiritual apathy in the Church of England.[^1] Wesley grew up in a 
holy pastor’s family. In February 1709, at age five, Wesley was dramatically 
rescued from a rectory fire through an upstairs window, an event his mother 
Susanna described as God plucking “a brand from the burning,” instilling in him a 
lifelong sense of divine purpose.[^2] Wesley survived a miraculous fiery escape. 
From 1714 to 1720, Wesley attended Charterhouse School in London, enduring 
bullying that toughened his resolve, before entering Christ Church, Oxford, in 
1720, where he excelled academically, graduating in 1724 and pursuing a master’s 
degree.[^3] Wesley excelled in early education.
    Ordained as a deacon in 1725 and as a priest in 1728 by the Bishop of Oxford, 
Wesley served as curate at his father’s church in Wroote, preaching with 



earnestness but struggling with inner doubts about his faith’s authenticity.[^4] 
Wesley entered the Anglican ministry. In 1729, recalled to Oxford as a fellow of 
Lincoln College, Wesley took leadership of the “Holy Club,” a small group including 
his brother Charles that emphasized methodical Bible study, fasting, and charity, 
earning them the mocking nickname “Methodists.”[^5] Wesley founded the Holy 
Club. In 1735, following his father’s death, Wesley sailed to the Georgia colony in 
America with Charles and others to minister to settlers and Native Americans, but 
the mission faltered amid personal conflicts and rigid high-church practices, 
leading to his return in 1738.[^6] Wesley’s Georgia mission failed.
    On May 24, 1738, at a Moravian meeting in Aldersgate Street, London, Wesley 
experienced a profound conversion as someone read Luther’s preface to Romans, 
feeling his “heart strangely warmed,” granting him assurance of salvation by faith 
alone.[^7] Wesley’s Aldersgate heart was strangely warmed. In April 1739, 
influenced by George Whitefield, Wesley preached his first open-air sermon at a 
Bristol brickyard to colliers, declaring, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,” 
overcoming his initial reluctance to preach outside church buildings.[^8] Wesley 
began open-air preaching. That same year, 1739, Wesley organized his first 
Methodist society in London at the Foundry, a converted cannon-foundry, 
establishing class meetings for accountability and mutual support among 
converts.[^9] Wesley established Methodist societies.
     Facing opposition from Anglican clergy, Wesley in 1740 separated from the 
Moravians over doctrinal differences, particularly on quietism, and began 
appointing lay preachers to expand his itinerant ministry across England.[^10] 
Wesley embraced lay preaching. In 1742, Wesley introduced the class-meeting 
system to foster discipline and introduced Sunday schools, while preaching in 
northern England for the first time, rapidly growing Methodist circuits despite mob 
violence.[^11] Wesley organized class meetings. Wesley held the first Methodist 
Conference in 1744 at the Foundry, gathering preachers to discuss doctrine and 
strategy, dividing England into Methodist districts and solidifying his role as leader.
[^12] Wesley convened the first conference.
    Beginning in 1747, Wesley made 42 preaching tours to Ireland, converting 
thousands and establishing societies, declaring, “The harvest is plenteous, but the 
labourers are few” (Wesley, Journal, June 1747).[^13] Wesley evangelized Ireland 
repeatedly. In 1751, at age forty-eight, Wesley married widow Mary Vazeille, a 
businesswoman who accompanied him on travels initially, but their union soured 
amid jealousy over his female followers, leading to separation by 1758.[^14] 
Wesley’s marriage ended in separation. Wesley published Explanatory Notes upon 
the New Testament in 1755, a commentary that became a doctrinal standard for 
Methodists, emphasizing practical divinity and Arminian theology.[^15] Wesley 
wrote Bible commentaries.
    In 1774, Wesley issued Thoughts Upon Slavery, condemning the slave trade as 
“the sum of all villainies,” influencing abolitionists like Wilberforce and aligning 
Methodism with biblical justice.[^16] Wesley opposed slavery. Wesley founded a 
dispensary for the poor in 1746 and Primitive Physick in 1747, promoting simple 



herbal remedies, reflecting his commitment to holistic ministry: “Let medicine be 
your continual guest” (Wesley, Primitive Physick, 1747, preface).[^17] Wesley 
advocated health care. In 1778, Wesley opened the City Road Chapel in London, 
his final preaching house, and launched The Arminian Magazine to counter 
Calvinism, stating, “God willeth all men to be saved” (Wesley, The Arminian 
Magazine, 1778, 5).[^18] Wesley built lasting chapels.
    In 1784, to provide sacraments for American Methodists post-Revolution, 
Wesley controversially ordained Thomas Coke as superintendent, declaring, 
“Ordination is separation from the Church of England” (Wesley, Letter to Thomas 
Coke, 1784).[^19] Wesley ordained for America. Despite frail health in his later 
years, including arthritis and failing eyesight, Wesley preached over 40,000 
sermons and traveled 250,000 miles on horseback, rising at 4 a.m. daily: “I am a 
creature of a day... Eternity is ever before me” (Wesley, Journal, 1790).[^20] 
Wesley preached tirelessly. His brother Charles wrote: “John’s life was a flame of 
love for souls” (Wesley, Charles Wesley’s Journal, 1788).[^21] Evangelist George 
Whitefield said: “God has raised up my brother John to revive His work in these 
nations” (Whitefield, Letter to John Wesley, 1760).[^22]
    Wesley’s faith centered on justification by faith and Christian perfection, urging 
believers to “Do all the good you can, by all the means you can” (Wesley, Sermon 
93: On Knowing Christ after the Flesh, 1765).[^23] Wesley’s faith drove revival. 
Above all, Wesley’s legacy as the father of Methodism endures, sparking global 
revivals, women’s preaching, and social reforms, transforming a scholar from 
Oxford into a movement leader: “The best of all is, God is with us” (Wesley, 
Journal, 1791).[^24] Wesley’s movement changed the world. Great friends with 
George Whitefield and brother of Charles Wesley, Methodist Churches are named 
after the movement John Wesley started.

Theological Lessons from John Wesley
John Wesley’s life teaches five profound lessons for Christ’s church. 
    First, John Wesley trained preachers. He sought men of zeal, declaring, “Give 
me one hundred preachers who fear nothing but sin and desire nothing but God, 
and I care not whether they be clergymen or laymen, they alone will shake the 
gates of Hell and set up the kingdom of Heaven upon Earth” (Wesley, Letter to 
Alexander Mather, February 6, 1779).[^25] Everyone say, “John Wesley trained 
preachers.” 
    Second, John Wesley taught and modeled the virtue of Christian love. 
Despite theological differences with Calvinists like Whitefield, he urged unity in 
heart: “Though we cannot think alike, may we not love alike? May we not be of one 
heart, though we are not of one opinion? Without all doubt, we may” (Wesley, 
Sermon 39: Catholic Spirit, 1741).[^26] Everyone say, “John Wesley modeled love.” 
    Third, John Wesley taught and modeled Christian health. In Primitive 
Physick (1747), a bestselling guide through 32 editions, he promoted simple 
remedies: “The power of exercise both to preserve and restore health, is greater 
than can well be conceived especially in those who add temperance thereto” 



(Wesley, Primitive Physick, 1747, iv).[^27] Wesley lived to eighty-seven. Everyone 
say, “John Wesley promoted health.” 
    Fourth, John Wesley taught the importance of Christian fellowship. He 
emphasized “social holiness,” arguing in his 1739 hymnal preface that true 
Christianity could not exist in isolation: “There is no holiness but social holiness” 
(Wesley, Preface to Hymns and Sacred Poems, 1739).[^28] Everyone say, “John 
Wesley valued fellowship.” 
    Fifth, John Wesley taught Christians to be ready to die. He urged, “Be ready 
to preach, pray, or die in an instant” (Wesley, Letter to a Preacher, 1780).[^29] 
While dying, Wesley repeated, “Holy triumph!” and said, “The best of all is, God is 
with us,” before bidding farewell (Wesley, Journal, 1791).[^30] Everyone say, “John 
Wesley was ready to die.”

Clarification: Wesley’s Arminian Views
John Wesley held some views, such as Arminianism, that I do not wish any of you 
to believe. Martyn Lloyd-Jones explained, “[John Wesley] was a man who was 
saved in spite of his muddled and erroneous thinking. The grace of God saved him 
in spite of himself. That is Calvinism! If you say, as a Calvinist, that a man is saved 
by his understanding of doctrine you are denying Calvinism. He is not. We are all 
saved in spite of what we are in every respect. Thus it comes to pass that men 
who can be so muddled, because they bring in their own human reason, as John 
Wesley and others did, are saved men and Christians, as all of us are, because it is 
‘all of the grace of God’ and in spite of us” (Lloyd-Jones, The Puritans: Their 
Origins and Successors, 1991, 208).[^31]
    A minister critical of Wesley asked George Whitefield: “Sir, do you think when 
we get to heaven we shall see John Wesley?” Whitefield replied: “No, sir, I fear not, 
for he will be so near the eternal throne, and we shall be at such a distance, we 
shall hardly get a sight of him” (Dallimore, George Whitefield, vol. 2, 1980, 456).
[^32]

Conclusion: Christ’s Victory in the Eighteenth Century
In the eighteenth century, God used John Wesley to spread the gospel and help 
Christians be healthy for God’s glory. Through his 40,000 sermons, Methodist 
societies, and social reforms, Wesley revived faith and transformed lives. As 
Charles Spurgeon reflected, “Wesley’s life was a flame of love for souls, igniting 
revivals that echoed across nations” (Lectures to My Students, 1875, 45).[^33] 
His legacy endures in global Methodism and evangelical zeal.
    Let us learn from Wesley, training preachers with zeal, loving despite 
differences, pursuing health for service, fostering fellowship, and living ready for 
eternity. May we trust that Christ continues to conquer the nations, building His 
church for His glory. Let us live boldly, knowing His kingdom advances, 
unstoppable, until it fills the earth. Amen.
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