I1.XIV GROWTH AND PERSEVERANCE IN CHRIST: Jude
20-25 - Shepherd School

I. OPENING PRAYER: All.

Il. SERMON:
GROWTH AND PERSEVERANCE IN CHRIST: Jude 20-25

INTRODUCTION

Q. Why does perseverance matter?

A1. Matthew 10:22 "you will be hated by all for my name's sake. But the one who
endures to the end will be saved.”

A2. Hebrews 10:36 "For you have need of endurance, so that when you have
done the will of God you may receive what is promised.”

Q. But how are we to continue to grow and how are we to persevere to the
end?
A. That is what God teaches us through Jude in our text.

*Read the whole letter.

DOCTRINE. The means, certainty, and chief end of your growth and
perseverance in Christ is diligent effort, God's mercy, and God's glory.

This sermon is a call for perseverance, just like the call in Revelation 14:12.
“Here is a call for the endurance of the saints, those who keep the commandments
of God and their faith in Jesus."

OUTLINE.
I. THE MEANS OF YOUR GROWTH AND PERSEVERANCE IN CHRIST (vv. 20-21).
Il. THE MEANS OF YOUR FELLOW SAINTS’ GROWTH AND PERSEVERANCE IN

CHRIST (vv. 22-23).

Il. THE CERTAINTY OF YOUR GROWTH AND PERSEVERANCE IN CHRIST (v.

24).

IV. THE CHIEF END OF YOUR GROWTH AND PERSEVERANCE IN CHRIST (v. 25).



I. THE MEANS OF YOUR GROWTH AND PERSEVERANCE
IN CHRIST (vv. 20-21).

1) If you would grow and persevere in Christ, you have to build
yourself up in the faith (v. 20a).
Jude 20a “But you, beloved, building yourselves up in your most holy faith”
- Q. Is this objective or subjective? A. Objective (Jude 3).
- Q. How do | build myself up in my most holy faith?
A. Hear the Word in faith,
study the Word in faith,
meditate on the Word in faith,
teach the word in faith,
catechize according to the Word in faith,
converse about the Word in faith,
obey the Word in faith,
take the Lord's Supper in faith,
worship the Lord privately in faith,
worship the Lord with your household in faith, and
worship the Lord with your church in faith.
Faith must be mingled with the Word in your hearts.

Il) If you would grow and persevere in Christ, you have to pray (v.
20b).
Jude 20b “and praying in the Holy Spirit,”
JOHN BUNYAN: “You can do more than pray after you have prayed, but
you cannot do more than pray until you have prayed. Pray often, for
prayer is a shield to the soul, a sacrifice to God, and a scourge to Satan
- Q. How should you and | pray?
A. "9a Pray then like this"—Jesus says to His disciples in Matthew
6:9-13—"9b Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 10 Your
kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 11 Give
us this day our daily bread, 12 and forgive us our debts, as we also
have forgiven our debtors. 13 And lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil.”
- Q. When should you pray?
A. Pray in private. Pray with your family. Pray in meetings. Pray in the
assembly of the saints. Pray in public.
- THOMAS BROOKS: "A family without prayer is like a house without a
roof, open and exposed to all the storms of heaven.”



WARNING - If you do not pray, what then will happen to your growth and
perseverance in Christ?

If you labor to build yourself up in your most holy faith without prayer it is like
planting seeds and not asking God to cause the growth. What if the soil is
off? What if there is no rain? What if the heat scorches the crop as soon as it
sprouts? Without prayer, your labor to persevere in vain.

Il1) If you would grow and persevere in Christ, you have to keep

yourself in the love of God (v. 21a).

Jude 21a "keep yourselves in the love of God/”

- Q. What is meant here?

A1. He might mean,
“(i) Keep yourself knowing and thinking on the fact that you are loved by
God the Father who elected you;
(i) Keep yourself knowing and thinking on the fact that you are loved by
God the Son who purchased you; and
(iii) Keep yourself knowing and thinking on the fact that you are loved by
God the Holy Spirit who regenerated and is sanctifying you.”

- A2. Or he might mean what Christ says in John 15:9-11: “As the Father
has loved me, so have | loved you. Abide in my love. If you keep my
commandments, you will abide in my love, just as | have kept my Father's
commandments and abide in his love. These things | have spoken to you,
that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full.”

- NOTICE THAT THIS IS YOURSELVES, NOT JUST YOURSELF. GROWTH
AND PERSEVERANCE IS A GROUP EFFORT. YOU NEED THE SAINTS AND
THE SAINTS NEED YOU.

IV) If you would grow and persevere in Christ, you have to eagerly
and confidently wait for Christ’s merciful second coming (v. 21b).
Jude 21b "waiting for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ that leads to eternal life."
- To take the spiritual eyes of your heart and the physical eyes of your head
off of earthly things and set them on Christ is to take your eyes off the
worthless dunghill and set them on the wonderful Deity. What are you
waiting for? Turn your eyes from the worlds rubbish to God’s Redeemer!
The same Christ who was wounded to redeem you from sin’s penalty
and power will one day return to bandage up your sin-wounds once and
for all—He will come again and redeem you from sin’s presence!
ALL THIS HAS TO BE DONE ULTIMATELY FOR GODS GLORY.

EXAMINE YOURSELF




Il. THE MEANS OF YOUR FELLOW SAINTS' GROWTH AND
PERSEVERANCE IN CHRIST (vv. 22-23).

1) If you would help your brothers grow and persevere in Christ, you
must have mercy on those who doubt (v. 22).
Jude 22 "And have mercy on those who doubt;”

I1) If you would help your brothers grow and persevere in Christ, you
have to snatch those walking toward the fire (v. 23a).
Jude 23a “save others by snatching them out of the fire;"

Il1) If you would help your brothers grow and persevere in Christ,
you must fear God and hate sin (v. 23b).

Jude 23b “to others show mercy with fear, hating even the garment stained by the
flesh."

EXAMINE YOURSELF

lll. THE CERTAINTY OF YOUR GROWTH AND
PERSEVERANCE IN CHRIST (v. 24).

I) God guarantees that His saints will grow and persevere in Christ
because He will keep them from stumbling (v. 24a).
Jude 24a "Now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling”

— He is not only able, but also willing.

Il) God guarantees that His saints will grow and persevere in Christ
because He will present them blameless before Him (v. 24b).

Jude 24b "and to present you blameless before the presence of his glory with
great joy,”

COMFORT YOURSELF

IV. THE CHIEF END OF YOUR GROWTH AND
PERSEVERANCE IN CHRIST (v. 25).

I) God by His grace grows and preserves His saints ultimately so
that they would ascribe all glory, majesty, dominion, and authority
to Him (v. 25).



Jude 25 “to the only God, our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory,
majesty, dominion, and authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen.”

"Here is a call for the endurance of the saints, those who keep the
commandments of God and their faith in Jesus.” (Revelation 14:12)

Q. Do you fear that you will not persevere to the end?
A. Heaven and earth could sooner pass away than for God
to let a saint finally fall away. He has spoken. He will do it.

PRESS ON IN HOPE!

1689: Of the Perseverance of the Saints - Chapter 17
PARAGRAPH 1

Those whom God has accepted in the beloved, effectually called and sanctified by
his Spirit, and given the precious faith of his elect unto, can neither totally nor
finally fall from the state of grace, but shall certainly persevere therein to the end,
and be eternally saved, seeing the gifts and callings of God are without
repentance, from which source he still begets and nourishes in them faith,
repentance, love, joy, hope, and all the graces of the Spirit unto immortality;1 and
though many storms and floods arise and beat against them, yet they shall never
be able to take them off that foundation and rock which by faith they are fastened
upon; notwithstanding, through unbelief and the temptations of Satan, the
sensible sight of the light and love of God may for a time be clouded and obscured
from them,2 yet he is still the same, and they shall be sure to be kept by the power
of God unto salvation, where they shall enjoy their purchased possession, they
being engraved upon the palm of his hands, and their names having been written
in the book of life from all eternity.3

1 129; ; ;

2 ;

3

PARAGRAPH 2

This perseverance of the saints depends not upon their own free will, but upon the
immutability of the decree of election,4 flowing from the free and unchangeable
love of God the Father, upon the efficacy of the merit and intercession of Jesus
Christ and union with him,5 the oath of God,6 the abiding of his Spirit, and the
seed of God within them,7 and the nature of the covenant of grace;8from all which
ariseth also the certainty and infallibility thereof.

4 , .

5 : 10;
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https://ref.ly/John%2010.28;esv?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/John%2010.29;esv?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/Phil.%201.6;esv?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/2%20Tim.%202.19;esv?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/1%20John%202.19;esv?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/Ps.%2089.31%E2%80%9332;esv?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/1%20Cor.%2011.32;esv?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/Mal.%203.6;esv?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/Rom.%208.30;esv?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/Rom%209.11;esv?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/Rom%209.16;esv?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/Rom.%205.9;esv?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/Rom%205.10;esv?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/John%2014.19;esv?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/Heb.%206.17%E2%80%9318;esv?t=biblia
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PARAGRAPH 3

And though they may, through the temptation of Satan and of the world, the
prevalency of corruption remaining in them, and the neglect of means of their
preservation, fall into grievous sins, and for a time continue therein,9 whereby they
incur God's displeasure and grieve his Holy Spirit,10 come to have their graces
and comforts impaired,11 have their hearts hardened, and their consciences
wounded,12 hurt and scandalize others, and bring temporal judgments upon
themselves,13 yet shall they renew their repentance and be preserved through
faith in Christ Jesus to the end.14

9 72,

10 9;
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https://ref.ly/1%20John%203.9;esv?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/Jer.%2032.40;esv?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/Matt.%2026.70;esv?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/Matt%2026.72;esv?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/Matt%2026.74;esv?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/Isa.%2064.5;esv?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/Isa%2064.9;esv?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/Eph.%204.30;esv?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/Ps.%2051.10;esv?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/Ps%2051.12;esv?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/Ps.%2032.3%E2%80%934;esv?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/2%20Sam.%2012.14;esv?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/Luke%2022.32;esv?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/Luke%2022.61%E2%80%9362;esv?t=biblia
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lll. SONG:

Break (start back at 7:10pm)



IV. 1689 Confession: Ch 23. Par 1-5 (finish by 7:35pm)

V. DISCUSSION (finish by 8pm)
A Body of Divinity
The Ten Commandments

Closing Prayer

SYLLABUS



SHEPHERD SCHOOL - SEASON TWO (2026) - THE WORD, THE GOSPEL, & THE LAW

Certificate Certificate
WEEK Book I Book II 1689 Confession ”
(read before) (read before) Essays Exposition
2/11'2 INTRO INTRO INTRO INTRO INTRO
The Properties of
the Written Word,
Part 1: Authority The Ten .
2% 1 Thessalonians and Clarity Commandments 1689 (é‘l)lniessmn
2/19 Reformed Systematic  Obedience & Love Par ’1 3
Theology (vol. 1) by Thomas Watson '
by Joel Beeke
(pg. 334-351)
The Properties of
the Written Word, The Ten
Part 2: Necessity, Commandments .
3. Unity, Efficacy The Preface to the 1689 (éc})lniessmn
2/26 Reformed Systematic Commandments Par. 4.5
Theology (vol. 1) (pg. 12-29) ’
by Joel Beeke by Thomas Watson
(pg. 352-370)
The Properties of
the Written Word, The Ten
Part 3: Inerrant Commandments 1689 Confessi i .
4. Veracity The Preface to the onlession First Draft Exposition Due
. Ch.1 *Certificate path will meet
3/5 Reformed Systematic Commandments Par. 6.8 an extra night this week
Theology (vol. 1) (pg.29-43)
by Joel Beeke by Thomas Watson
(pg. 371-382)
The Plzoperties of The Ten
the Written Word, Commandments
5 Part 5: Sufficiency The Richt 1689 Confession
: Reformed Systematic '8 Ch.1
3/12 Theology (vol. 1) Understanding of the Par. 9-10
by Joel Beeke by Th rﬁZ;vWats n
(pg. 395-408) y Hho 0
Introduction
+
The Ten
6 Matthew Tlgoﬁfzellj:fv()f Commandments 1689 Confession
° [ 19:17 + Romans God’s Law Made The First Ch. 19
3/19 2:14-15 Easy Commandment Par. 1-2
by Kenneth Gentry by Thomas Watson
(pg. 1-24)
Christ and
God’s Law
+
The Ten
The New . Short Essay on the
7/ Matthew Testament and Co;;‘l:?::::;ednts 1689 g;: nlf ;ss“m Sufficiency of the
3/26 5:17-20 God’s Law Commandment Par. 35 Scriptures
God’s Law Made . *1,000-1,200 words
Easy by Thomas Watson
by Kenneth Gentry
(pg. 25-46)

HELPS

- Greg Bahnsen on Jude -


https://legacy.sermonaudio.com/search.asp?sourceonly=true&currSection=sermonssource&keyword=thebahnsenproject&subsetcat=bible&subsetitem=Jude

sourceonly=true&currSection=sermonssource&keyword=thebahnsenproj
ect&subsetcat=bible&subsetitem=Jude
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