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Living with Purpose 

We, like most people, enjoy our careers that 
provide or have provided an income to pay for 
housing, transportation, and other necessities 
and comforts. We love our families. We try to 
be good neighbors in our communities, and we 
make every effort to be upstanding citizens. On 
the surface, our lives in many ways resemble 
those around us who are non-Christians. 
However, as believers, we live with the 
awareness that God gives us a purpose that is 
much more meaningful than having successful 
careers, or being good neighbors or patriotic 
citizens. 

Through faith, we understand that the special 
purpose that God gives us is to be participants in 
His mission ”to seek and to save the lost” (Luke 
19:10). The Apostle Paul wrote, God “desires all 
people to be saved and to come to the 
knowledge of the truth” (1 Timothy 2:4). We are 
His “cracked pots” (remember that He is the 
Potter and we are the clay) through whom He 

(continued on next page) 
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Let us know how you’d like 

to receive the Disciplegram 

If you would like to  

receive an electronic version 

of this newsletter, email  

Alyssa Anders at 

alyssaa@christoursavior.org. 

Include your preferred  

email address and the current 

mailing address where you 

receive the Disciplegram  

newsletter. 

works. We become His hands, feet, and mouth 
to share the life-saving Gospel to the world. 

Jesus spelled out our purpose: “But you will 
receive power when the Holy Spirit has come 
upon you and you will be My witnesses to the 
end of the earth” (Acts 1:8). Speaking to His 
disciples, Jesus said, “As the Father has sent Me, 
even so I am sending you.” (John 20:21). The 
Holy Spirit provides the strength and motivation 
that we need as we are being sent to witness to 
others. Paul tells us that we have been 
reconciled with God through Christ (2 
Corinthians 5:16-21) and have been given the 
ministry of helping others to come to know that 
peace with God. “You are a chosen race, a royal 

priesthood, a holy nation, a people of His own 
possession,” wrote Peter, “that you may 
proclaim the excellencies of Him Who called you 
out of darkness into His marvelous light” (1 
Peter 2:9). In what is referred to as the Great 
Commission, Jesus said, “Go therefore and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I 
have commanded you. And behold, I am with 
you always to the end of the age” (Matthew 
28:19-20). These verses put an exclamation 
point on the purpose that God has for our lives.  
Early in the Gospels, Jesus calls His disciples and 
He tells them that they will be fishers of men.  
The role of the disciples has now passed to us. 

God’s Word challenges us to use all that we 
have been given to make an eternal difference 
in the lives of others. Because God is always 
with us, we can be faithful in our purpose to be 
used by God in His mission to save all people.  
What a joy it is to serve alongside all of you in 
that mission! Together let’s recall our mission 
statement, our marching orders, here at COS…
making disciples who share the love of Jesus 
Christ in these communities and with people 
everywhere. Let’s remember our purpose as 
God’s children today and every day! 

 

Dean M. Davenport, Pastor  

Staff 

Rev. Dean M. Davenport 
Senior Pastor 

Tom Schroeder 
Director of Music Ministry 

Linda Hollman  
Director of Assimilation, Outreach & 

Women’s Ministry 

Karla Schettenhelm 
Director of Children’s Ministry 

Laura Myers, Director of the Early 
Childhood Program 

Noreen Lenardon 
Business Manager 

Laurie Riegel 
Administrative Assistant 

Alyssa Anders 
Communications Coordinator 

Missionaries 

Rev. David Erber—Nigeria  

Rev. Charles Ferry—Indonesia 

Rev. Steven Mahlburg—Macau 

Rev. James and Deaconess 
Christel Neuendorf—Puerto Rico 
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Altar Guild 
Preparing for our Sanctuary for 
Worship 

The Altar Guild is a ministry group consisting of 
approximately twenty women at Christ Our 
Savior. Our behind-the-scenes work allows us to 
serve the Lord and our congregation by ensuring 
our altar is in order each week for communion 
services and provides a beautiful, reverent space 
for our worship. God gave specific instructions 
regarding the tabernacle and temple in the Old 
Testament and likewise today we desire to 
prepare a proper setting for worship in His 
house, the church. 

We work in teams of two or more, meeting on 
Saturday morning for 1 ½ to 2 hours to prepare 
for Sunday and for 20-30 minutes after the 
Sunday communion service to clean up. Our 
weekly duties include picking up the altar 
flowers, filling candles, changing the church 
paraments when needed to correspond with the 
church calendar and preparing all the necessary 
communion elements. You may also find us 

arranging or watering lilies and poinsettias, 
polishing brass, washing or repairing linens and 
taking care of anything pertaining to the altar 
area or the sacristy. 

Serving on the Altar Guild is a great way to meet 
other members, as well as learn more about the 
significance and use of our church paraments, 
linens, and communion vessels. We are flexible 
with scheduling, match you to the service time 
of your choice and work around those who may 
travel or be away for part of the year. If you are 
interested in serving on the Altar Guild or would 
like to shadow someone to see what it entails 
please contact one of us to learn more. We are 
happy to share our joy in serving this particular 
ministry! 

Kathy Kangas 734-674-5713 
Ruth Dobberfuhl 734-427-4486 
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God loves us and serves us faithfully and in 
abundance day in, day out, year after year. He 
does not change, and through all the seasons of 
life and in every fresh dilemma and repeated 
struggle He remains the same. 

And he gives us grace to serve others. He gives 
us talents and skills that we can use and 
opportunities to help others in need. By sharing 
his love with others, we learn more about his 
everlasting love for us. 

This year, we celebrate another woman in our 
congregation for her service to Jesus around 
COS with various ministries. At Advent by 
Candlelight last December, Jill Ritzler was 
announced as Christ Our Savior’s 2023 Woman 
of the Year. She is a smiling example of how 
Christ can work through people to share his 
love. 

Jill and her late husband, Ron, joined our 
congregation 36 years ago. Over those three and 
a half decades, they experienced many different 
seasons of life, from dropping their three 
children off at Sunday School classes to 
witnessing their confirmations, from joining a 
small group at church to starting their own Bible 
study with a growing family that includes 
children-in-law and grandchildren. 

Jill doesn’t often stand in front of the 
congregation, but in all the different seasons of 
life she has been eager to help where needed, a 
kind and friendly face in our congregation. She 
has interviewed new members to welcome 
them to the congregation and helped when we 
did the Backpack Blessings program. She 
volunteers with the homebound and assisted in 
the past with funeral dinners. She also did Bible 
Breakfast for a memorable year with Marie 
Schlosser. After years of volunteering with VBS, 
Karla Schettenhelm asked her to take the lead in 
the craft room, which she has done for the past 
several years. Each season of life brings different 
opportunities and opens new doors and Jill’s 
desire is to be available. When an opportunity 
arises, her prayer is, “Jesus, let your light shine 
through me.” 

She couldn’t choose a favorite volunteering 
experience. On one hand, she loves working 
with kids at VBS, but she also enjoys the 
comradery of the Forever Young events. For her, 
Christ Our Savior is like a family, and all the sides 
of that bring enjoyment. 

When she isn't at church, Jill enjoys spending 
time with her family, which, in addition to her 
three now-grown children, includes seven 
grandchildren. They all live in southwest 
Michigan, and she stays busy with birthday 
parties, babysitting and other family events. 

Her day begins with Bible study to remind her 
that whatever that day brings, God is sovereign. 
Through God’s Word, she knows where to find 
encouragement and guidance for daily living, 
and she knows that His love never fails. And we 
rejoice that her response to that love is, “Jesus, 
shine through me!” 

Let Jesus’ Light 
Shine Through 
Woman of the Year: 
Jill Ritzler 



Page 5 

 

And we urge you, brothers, admonish the 
idle, encourage the fainthearted, help the 
weak, be patient with them all.  
1 Thessalonians 5:9 

The idea of a parish nurse started in the mid-
1980s with Granger Westberg, a Lutheran 
pastor, professor and author of Good Grief: A 
Companion for Every Loss. He started a program 
at Lutheran General Hospital in Park Ridge, 
Illinois. The concept grew from simply using 
nursing skills in the parish to a broader scope of 
addressing spiritual needs as well. 

Since the 1980s, parish nursing has been a part 
of the overall ministry of the LCMS. A parish 
nurse is a registered nurse who supports the 
goals of the LCMS Health Ministry and looks at 
the links between body, mind and spirit. They 
provide resources and assistance to attain, 
maintain and/or regain the best possible health. 
The role of a parish nurse is different from 
church to church. The parish nurse can be a 
bridge between the medical field and the 
congregation. It can be intimidating and/or 
expensive to visit the doctor, and a parish nurse 
can answer initial questions and give advice 
before bigger steps are taken. They can make 
home or hospital visits, encouraging the sick and 
homebound. There are opportunities to address 

specific issues and 
provide tips through 
Disciplegram articles or 
seminars. The parish 
nurse also may be on-
site for events such as 
Vacation Bible School. 

Parish nursing is a unique blend of professional 
nursing and spiritual caregiving. They work with 
the staff, Church Council and Board of Elders to 
best meet the needs of the congregation. 
Whatever the activity, spiritual encouragement 
is at the heart of it. 

God has provided each of us in this congregation 
with different opportunities to serve Him and 
His Kingdom. Some are called to be pastors, 
others teach our Sunday School classes, and still 
others minister through gifts of music in our 
worship services. And some of you have the gift 
of nursing. 

Although we have had a parish nurse at 
different times in the past, Christ Our Savior is 
currently without someone to fill this role. If you 
have the qualifications and interest in serving in 
this way, please contact Pastor Davenport. We 
look forward to serving with you! 

Memorials and Gifts 

In memory of: Intended for: Given by: 

Randy Flagg General Fund Bill & Debbie Reynolds 

Debbie Cordray General Fund Bill & Debbie Reynolds 

Debbie Cordray Quilters LWML Kitty Witt 

Lillian Bickel Lutheran Hour Ministry John & Eunice Bickel-Smith 

Randy Flagg General Fund Debbie 

Richard Thomas General Fund Diane Morrison 

Lee Sloan General Fund Toby Sloan 

Lillian Bickel Youth Group Marian Malek 

Parish Nurse 

This year’s Vacation Bible School  
will be held:  

June 19-23, 2023 

Mark your calendars and stay tuned for 
announcements when registration opens!  

VBS 
Save the Date! 

For more 

information 

about parish 

nursing, visit: 

lcms.org/how-we

-serve/mercy/

health-ministry 

lcms.org/how-we

-serve/mercy/

health-

ministry/parish

-nursing 

Visit 

blog.cuw.edu 

and search for 

“30 Years of 

Compassionate, 

Christ-Centered 

Care” 
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Christ Our Savior was 
personally introduced 
to Lutheran Church 
Charities (LCC) 
Comfort Dog Ministry 
with a visit from the 
comfort dogs and 
their handlers from 
Trinity Lutheran, OH 
on Sunday, January 8. 
Their presentation on 

the “nuts and bolts” of the ministry and the 
various  circumstances in which they serve was 
very interesting and informative. (And their dogs 
were awfully COOL and MELLOW!) 

The Toledo team was impressed with the wide 
interest the COS congregation displayed—not 
just petting the dogs, but in conversation and 
questions about the ministry. They were also 
pleased with 24 interested people in attendance 
at their presentation! “Your congregation has 
great interest,” the team coordinator remarked. 

Our committee received positive feedback from 
LCC when they informed us (after due diligence) 
that COS qualified for a comfort dog placement 
(not an easy achievement!). Livonia’s suburban 
Detroit is an excellent and needed site for the 
ministry, LCC eagerly related to our committee. 
(There is only one other small community with a 
comfort dog located in SW Michigan.) 

These are all positive affirmations pointing us to 
continue in exploring the feasibility of a comfort 
dog ministry at COS. At this point, we are 
looking for a strong response of interested 
people willing to commit time and dedication to 
the ministry in order for it to be successful. 
Below are listed job descriptions, if you’re 
interested, that is awesome! Contact Gini Krenz 
(ginigramma@yahoo.com), Linda Waara 
(lswaara@att.net) or Pastor Davenport 
(pastord@christoursavior.org). 

JOB DESCRIPTIONS 

“Top Dog”—This position requires a three day 
training period at LCC in Northbrook, IL, where 

the dogs are bred and trained. Top Dog training 
takes place early in the process, before we are 
assigned a specific puppy. Keep in mind it is a 
two year wait/training period before the dog 
arrives at COS. Training happens when COS 
receives a final letter of approval for acceptance. 

The main responsibilities of the Top Dog are: 1. 
Overseeing the comfort dog ministry at COS,   2. 
Acting as the contact person between LCC and 
Pastor Davenport, 3. Conducting twice a month 
meetings regarding visit/event evaluations, and 
4. Scheduling dog handlers for their work with 
the comfort dog. 

Caregivers—A primary caregiver provides the 
home where the comfort dog lives and receives 
care. There is a secondary caregiver for back-up 
(when the primary care-giver has vacations, 
etc.). Important considerations for the caregiver 
are: a fenced yard, a structured environment 
(preferably no other dogs in the household), 
physically able to daily exercise and train with 
the dog. 

Caregivers submit an application and interview 
with LCC. Upon acceptance, caregivers train for 
three days at LCC with COS’s assigned dog 
before its official placement. There are also  
occasional training updates scheduled at LCC. 

Dog Handlers—LCC asks for six handler 
candidates. A trained handler would take the 
dog to community outreach events and 
visitations, train and exercise the dog 2-5 hours 
per week. A handler must be able to make a two 
year commitment to the ministry. A handler is 
trained to listen, engage in conversation, and 
proclaim Jesus Christ to the person being 
served, using the dog as the bridge between the 
handler and the person. 

A handler attends training at LCC, along with the 
caregivers, at the end of the dog’s two year 
training period. The dog then comes back to COS 
with its trained caregivers and handlers! 
Handlers trained by LCC are the only ones to 
handle the LCC comfort dog. 

Comfort Dog Ministry 
Descriptions 
How Can You Serve? 



Page 7 

 

The Disciplegram is published six times a year and welcomes your submissions. If you have a news 
report, poem, artwork, short story or article that you would like to share, pass it on to our 
Communications Coordinator, Alyssa Anders (alyssaa@christoursavior.org). Please include your name 
and phone number.  

We reserve the right to make final decisions on what is published. We try to print articles as 
submitted, but will edit if necessary. Items will be included as space allows.  

 This is YOUR newsletter. Feel free to use it! 

This is YOUR Newsletter!  

Ministry Partners—A ministry partner 
accompanies the handler on visits and aids the 
people being served by being present and 
praying with them. The ministry partner 
maintains contact with the person. Other 
responsibilities are crowd control, taking 
photos, passing out ministry cards, generally 
assisting the handler. The ministry partner is 
well versed in the LCC mission and the LCC 
comfort dog ministry. 

Ministry Support/Helpers—There is a wide 
variety of ways for congregational members to 
participate in this ministry according to interest, 
hobbies and skills. Some important support 
roles are: 

• Writing/publishing newsletter 

• Writing thank you letter 

• Photographer 

• Equipment construction 

• Maintaining a bulletin board 

• Purchasing 
food 

• Prayer support 

• Facebook 
administrator 

• Veterinarian 

• Groomer 

• Scheduler 

• Embroidery, 
sewing, quilting 

• Grant writer 

Some Benefits to COS Supporting a Comfort 
Dog Ministry 

Christ Our Savior partners with and shares the 
LCC mission of bringing the mercy, compassion, 

presence and proclamation of Jesus 
Christ to those in our community 
who are anxious, suffering, fearful 
and lonely. Some examples of sites 
for a comfort dog ministry:  

• Hospitals, nursing homes 

• Schools 

• VFW halls 

• Support groups 

• Domestic violence shelters 

• Senior living residences 

• Special needs adults and 
children 

The COS comfort dog ministry would 
integrate into COS’s current 
ministries, e.g. shut-in calls, Stephen Ministry, 
preschool, Family of God, grief or cancer 
support groups…the list of potential ministry 
opportunities is limitless! 

A comfort dog ministry is an inviting challenge 
for our congregation. It is a means of outwardly 
focusing our vision on others’ needs, expanding 
our vision onto how and where we can serve 
and proclaim Christ through the use of our 
comfort dog. The comfort dog ministry is an 
expansive ministry that many people can be a 
part of—everyone in the congregation would 
have a sense of ownership in the ministry! 

As the community becomes aware of the 
ministry and COS, doors of opportunity will open 
that we had never thought of before! 

If you are interested in taking part in this 
ministry in some way, please contact Gini Krenz, 
Linda Waara or Pastor Davenport. 

-Linda Waara 

The team and 

Comfort Dogs 

that visited 

Christ Our 

Savior from 

Trinity 

Lutheran in 

Toledo, OH 
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I sat at my window one wintery day— 

 Snow raining down from clouds pewter gray. 

  Red fuzzy slippers on feet toasty warm, 

   Thankfully safe from the gathering storm. 

All of a sudden as I looked out below, 

 Streets, sidewalks, lawns all covered with snow, 

  A little old lady came into view 

   Bent into the wind—hat and scarf all askew. 

She was pushing a cart from a local store 

 Filled with black bags—half a dozen or more. 

  Homeless! I thought as I watched her go, 

   Prayed she’d find shelter from unending snow. 

Thoughts on that lady out in the snow 

 Pushing her cart with nowhere to go— 

  How could I help her? What could I do? 

   A hot chocolate drink? A sandwich or two? 

I watched and I waited for several days more. 

 Each day she came by ‘bout half past four— 

  This little old lady with worn down clothes 

   Pushing her cart through the deepening snow. 

I set out a wood crate with a cloth of red, 

 And a wrapped up ham sandwich on pumpernickel bread. 

  A cup of hot chocolate completed the fare— 

   I hoped she would see it and take it from there. 

But she looked straight ahead as she passed on by 

 Not one glance right or left did she try— 

  The little old lady in the deepening snow 

   Pushing her cart with nowhere to go. 

 

I put out a sign on the cloth of red 

 “Free—Please take what you like!” it said. 

  She stopped, she looked, she passed on by. 

   What else can I do? I thought with a sigh. 

For a few more days I tried my best. 

 About to give up, to give it a rest, 

  I decided to try just one more day— 

   See what would happen when she came my way. 

Well, on that very day, when she came into sight, 

 She stopped, looked around, grabbed the food and took flight! 

  I wanted to shout! I wanted to cheer— 

   Say “Thank you, Lord”, for what happened here! 

******************************** 

One day I looked out at the wintery scene, 

 Black slushy snow, ice patches mean. 

  The little old lady appeared for her fare, 

   Reached out, plucked it off of her table out there. 

She looked where I stood, and gazing within, 

 Gave a little wave and the sweetest half-grin! 

  Well, I grinned right back, and waved my arm 

   Slowly and gently, so as not to alarm. 

This saga continued the whole winter through. 

 I was happy to help—with what I could do 

  For the little old lady with no place to go 

   Pushing her cart through the deepening snow. 

She moved more slowly, as winter went on. 

 Then in early spring, when the snow was gone, 

  The little old lady who had passed by my door 

   Each afternoon ‘bout half past four 

    Came no more. 

The View 

Diane Kaye 
November 2014 
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Coffee with  
the Church 

Thanks to everyone who has come to ask questions and 

share observations with the council and elders at our “Coffee 
with the Church” meetings. It’s a great way for your church 
leaders to hear directly from you about your concerns. 

What we do with your input is dictated by the way our 
congregation is organized. We operate under “Policy Based 
Management” where the council oversees the financial side of 
our congregational operations and the elders oversee the 
spiritual side. Council uses your input to set goals, establish 
budgets, support projects, monitor progress and assess 
effectiveness. The Elders are in charge of the spiritual support 
of our members. So, depending on the nature of your 
comment, it may be fielded by the elders or the council. 

When it comes to taking action, we often talk to members of 
our staff. They’re the department heads of our church. They 
each have an area of responsibility and they manage all the 
projects for their department. 

Our Senior Pastor serves a kind of “general contractor” for our 
staff. He leads the staff in implementing policies and programs 
to achieve the goals set by the Council. 

So, when a member brings a concern to the council or elder, 
you can expect that we will listen, put the concern into 
perspective, and contact the proper staff member (or pastor) 
who can assist with that issue. We might also encourage you 
to go directly to the person who can handle your concern. Is 
the organ too quiet? Give Tom a call. Do you want to receive 
your weekly announcements by email? Drop Alyssa a line. The 
council can certainly help, but it’s usually the staff who really 
gets to the heart of your concern. That’s how Policy Based 
management works. 

So please continue to come to Coffee with the Church on the 
second Sunday of each month in the lounge. We value your 
input and we want to hear from you! 

May God's peace be with you. 

Erik Kuszynski 
Chairman of the Church Council 

Mission Trip Opportunities 
Do you want to serve in the mission field? Don’t have time for 
a long mission trip? Join MOST Ministries for a short-term 
mission trip, to serve and witness to international communities 
that are underserved both in the Gospel and in life’s 
necessities. 

We have several open trips on our schedule, both for 
individuals and/or groups that want to sign up.  

Here are the open trips we are looking to fill: 

 Kenya—Eyeglass Team 

 Tanzania—Water Team 

 Mexico—Eyeglass Team 

 Mexico—Water Team 

 Guatemala—Eyeglass Team 

Please check our website for dates, descriptions and estimated 
costs of the trip under the tab Team Info. 

www.mostministries.org/ 

You can also contact MOST Ministries at 734-994-7909 or 
contact Jen Kuszynski directly. Jen is a member of our 
congregation in addition to being the Team Administrator 
Assistant at MOST Ministries. Feel free to talk to her at church, 
or email her at jennifer@mostministries.org for more 
information. Thank you for your consideration. 

https://www.mostministries.org/
mailto:jennifer@mostministries.org
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My name is Kevin Arnold and I am glad 
to join my family, Susan, Kaitlyn and 
Emma as a member of Christ Our Savior 
church. Professionally I am an IT support 
manager for NSF International and as 
you can guess my work with technology 
influenced my love of technology at 
home. I love spending time with my 
family and working towards a healthier 
me. Thank you all for welcoming as a 

new member of Christ Our Savior church. 

Mark Chiesa was born and raised in 
Livonia. He has a son, Michael, and a 
grandson, Hayden. He enjoys football, 
NASCAR, assembling model cars and 
classic rock and roll. Mark has always 
been a Christian, but recently became 
interested in Christ Our Savior by 
speaking with his neighbor, Chris Trapp. 

Kathy Cruz: I recently moved from 
Saline. I am a retired health care 
worker. I have one son, living in Austin, 
TX. My husband passed away from 
COVID a little over a year ago. I was 
baptized Lutheran but attended other 
Christian denomination churches. 
Following moving back to my hometown 
of Livonia, I decided to return to my 
Lutheran roots. I look forward to 
exploring opportunities for involvement with the church. 

Dan Diaz, born in Detroit in 1961, was 
raised in Livonia. He was baptized, 
confirmed, and educated in the Catholic 
church. He spent three years at Michigan 
State University. His occupation is as a 
Machine Tool Programmer and his 
interests are food, music, health, 
athletics and computers. He considers 
himself blessed to have crossed paths 
with this generous congregation. 

Nancy Hermanson: I am a proud mother 
of Michele Doerfer (husband Damian). 
She works for DFCU. Their daughter, 
Ellen, is a special needs teacher with her 
Masters who lives in Manistee, MI. 

My son, Michael is an engineer for 
Chrysler. He and Kim have two children. 
Emily is in her 4th year of college at Grand 
Valley, a psychology major; she wants to 
help young people. Their son, Ryan, goes to Saginaw State 
University for exercise science. 

I have many dear friends. We get together for concerts, 
birthdays, cards, plays, etc. I belong to Northville Women’s 
Club. I’ve been going to COS for awhile and Bill and Debbie 
Reynolds and Rita Sherick encouraged me to join. Rita and I 
go to Bible Study on Tuesdays. I knew the Myers family and 
others, plus I liked Pastor Davenport sermons. 

Sue Kolpacke joined our congregation 
in January after regularly attending 
since last summer. She is new to the 
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, being 
confirmed into our congregation when 
she became a member. You might see 
her in church with her son, Dominick. 

My name is Carol 
Loeffler McAllister. I have lived in 
Hidden Lake, South Lyon for the past 5 
years with my husband Bill. Previously 
we lived in Farmington Hills for over 25 
years. I was born and raised in Detroit, 
brought up in Lutheran schools, 1st thru 
12 grade. I am a retired Registered 
Nurse. I spent over 30 years working at 
St. Mary Mercy Hospital working in 
Endoscopy and the Emergency Room department. I loved 
my profession and the years I worked at St. Mary. We are a 
blended family. I have 3 adult daughters and they have 
blessed us with 5 grandchildren. My husband also has 3 
adult children and we have 6 grandchildren from them with 
one more due in May. We feel so very blessed because all 
of them live locally. We see one another as much as time 
allows. I feel so thankful to have found Christ Our Savior. I 
will attend and participate with my daughter Debbie. Very 
thankful to be part of the COS community. 

Frank & Ruth Staples are joining 
for the second time! They were 
previously members of Christ Our 
Savior, but transferred their 
membership to St. John’s in Detroit 
for a time. We’re glad to have 
them back with us! 

Welcome New 
Members! 

Received on January 29, 2023 
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Received by Baptism: 

• Gemma Luoma on Feb 12, 2023 

Received by Transfer from other LCMS: 

• Nancy Hermanson on Jan 29, 2023 

• Frank Staples on Jan 29, 2023 

• Ruth Staples on Jan 29, 2023 

Received by Confirmation: 

• Kevin Arnold on Jan 29, 2023 

• Mark Chiesa on Jan 29, 2023 

• Kathryn Cruz on Jan 29, 2023 

• Dan Diaz on Jan 29, 2023 

• Renee Hall on Jan 29, 2023 

• Sue Kolpacke on Jan 29, 2023 

• Carol McAllister on Jan 29, 2023 

• Deb Williams on Jan 29, 2023 

Deceased Individuals: 

• Nick Zilincik on Dec 23, 2022 

• Charlotte Eminger on Jan 12, 2023 

• Linda Silvenis on Feb 6, 2023 

Removed by Transfer to other LCMS: 

• Nick Nelson on Dec 20, 2022 

• Diane Ikegami on Jan 17, 2023 

Release to Other Lutheran: 

• Elaine Cockfield on Jan 10, 2023 

Removed from Membership: 

• Robert Baker on Jan 27, 2023 

• Sarah Baker on Jan 27, 2023 

• Kelly Campbell on Jan 27, 2023 

• Mary Jane Geary on Jan 27, 2023 

• Benjamin Harper on Jan 27, 2023 

• Laura Harper on Jan 27, 2023 

• Nicholas Harper on Jan 27, 2023 

• Luke Hartsell on Jan 27, 2023 

• Dianne Lambert on Jan 27, 2023 

• Eric Lambert on Jan 27, 2023 

• Todd Lambert on Jan 27, 2023 

• Sarah LeFevere on Jan 27, 2023 

• Linn Nelson on Jan 27, 2023 

• Dana Perttula on Jan 27, 2023 

• Bryan Richard on Jan 27, 2023 

• Erin Rothwell on Jan 27, 2023 

• Jill Schmidt on Jan 27, 2023 

• Peggy Taylor on Jan 27, 2023 

• Matthew Vettraino on Jan 27, 2023 

• Michael Vettraino on Jan 27, 2023 

• Phyllis Virden on Jan 27, 2023 

• John Camp on Jan 30, 2023 

• Judi Senne on Jan 31, 2023 

• Steve Senne on Jan 31, 2023 

Membership Updates 
January ‘23—February ‘23 

My name is Debbie Williams, 
I have lived in Northville Twp 
for 18 years with my husband 
Frank Williams (married 31 
years). Our children Ashley 
Williams (and MSU grad and 
now 25 years old) lives in 
Ferndale, and Frank Jr (MSU 
grad and now 23) is living 
with us while job hunting. We 
have a very happy Golden 

Retriever, Izzo. I have worked at PTC since 2014, 
headquartered in Boston, as a Global Director of 
Sales. I have many fun hobbies like cooking, 
taking care of my plants and fashion/make-up. 
We are big Michigan State Fans, Go Green! My 
Mom, Carol McAllister, and I have been looking 
for the right church home, so happy to have 
found it here at Christ Our Savior. 

In the 

interests of 

keeping the 

congregation 

informed about 

our membership, 

each 

Disciplegram 

contains a list 

of gains and 

losses to 

membership and 

the reason for 

each change. If 

you have 

questions or 

comments about 

this 

information, 

please contact 

the chairman of 

the Board of 

Elders, Mark 

Anders 

(ElderMarkAnders

@christoursavior

.org), or the 

church office 

(734-522-6830). 
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