"Welcome!

EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Sunday, July 19, 2026 - 8:30am

To Our Guests: We are honored that you have chosen to worship with us today! Please stop by our Welcome Desk
for more information about all our ministries. Please read below for more information about worshiping with us.

We love children at Christ Our Savior. Parents are encouraged to sit in the front pews so young children
can see what is happening during worship. A nursery for children, infant to 3 yrs, and a family lounge off the
Advent Lobby are available for those who prefer these areas. Ask an usher for directions.

Joyful Giving Opportunities: The offering plates are located at the back of the sanctuary.
You are welcome to place your offering there before and after the worship services. Or give online!
Click on the QR code to the right. —

Please check in with the Friendship Pad or Online. Remove the Friendship pad from the
hymn rack on the center aisle and fill out your information. Take note of the people sitting
around you — welcome each other by name! Or check in online by clicking here: —

We welcome guests to Sunday School and Bible classes, from 9:45 a.m.-10:45 a.m.

Summer Sunday School Lead by: Where:
Pre K thru Kindergarten Room 15
1%t thru 3 grade Room 8
4 thru 6™ grade Room 10
7% thru 8t grade Room 12
High School Youth Youth Room
Adult Bible Studies
Intergenerational Bible Study Josh Kittleman & Karla Schettenhelm Rooms 1-3
The Readings Preacher of the Day Gym
Bethel: The New Testament Judy Mayle Gethsemane Chapel

The Lord's Supper. When we celebrate the Lord's Supper, we confess our common belief that Christ offers
His Body and Blood in, with, and under the bread and wine, for our forgiveness, life and salvation! We truly
believe God's Word when He says, "whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy
manner will be guilty of sinning against the body and blood of the Lord" 7 Corinthians 11:27. We want you to
receive the Lord's Supper as God intended it — for your blessing — so those who are not communicant members
of the Lutheran Church—Mlissouri Synod are asked to speak with a pastor or elder prior to communing. If you
are not communing today, you are welcome to come to the communion rail to receive a blessing, the
assurance that God loves you, or you may remain in your seat and use the time for prayer and meditation. For
those desiring to receive the Lord's Supper but are unable to come forward, please get the attention
of the pastor/communion assistant as they come out into the congregation during distribution. They
will commune you at your seat. God bless your worship!



AS WE GATHER

If you have ever done a load of laundry, then you know what it feels like to come up one sock
short. It is almost like some troublemaker climbed into the dryer and left only one lonesome sock
behind. Our laundry is incomplete. We don’t have everything we are supposed to have, everything
we started with. Our frustration grows. If we truly took stock of our lives, we would evaluate
ourselves as missing more than a sock or two. Sabotaged by the enemy and suffering from our
own failures, we feel frustrated and incomplete. But perfection is coming. God's perfect Word is
here to speak your forgiveness. His perfect heart pursues lost souls. And His perfect plan includes
His return to make all things right.

Order of Worship

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC Frankie Rogers

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

I« Preparation -+

OPENING HYMN "Love Divine, All Loves Excelling" LSB 700

1.

INVOCATION

Love divine, all loves excelling, Joy of heav’'n, to earth come down!
Fix in us Thy humble dwelling, All Thy faithful mercies crown.
Jesus, Thou art all compassion, Pure, unbounded love Thou art;
Visit us with Thy salvation, Enter ev'ry trembling heart.

. Breathe, O breathe Thy loving Spirit Into ev'ry troubled breast;

Let us all in Thee inherit; Let us find Thy promised rest.
Take away the love of sinning; Alpha and Omega be;
End of faith, as its beginning, Set our hearts at liberty.

. Come, Almighty, to deliver; Let us all Thy life receive;

Suddenly return, and never, Nevermore Thy temples leave.
Thee we would be always blessing, Serve Thee as Thy hosts above,
Pray and praise Thee without ceasing, Glory in Thy perfect love.

. Finish then Thy new creation, Pure and spotless let us be;

Let us see Thy great salvation Perfectly restored in Thee,
Changed from glory into glory, Till in heav'n we take our place,
Till we cast our crowns before Thee, Lost in wonder, love, and praise!

]  Inthe name of the Father and of the "I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.



OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 31:24; Hebrews 10:23; Psalm 39:7

(P}  Be strong, and let your heart take courage,

all you who wait for the Lorb!

P)  Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering,

for He who promised is faithful.

P  And now, O Lord, for what do | wait?

My hope is in You.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Psalm 130:5

P)  Let us confess to the Lord our sins and trust in His salvation.

"Il wait for the LORD, my soul waits, and in His word | hope."

P}  Almighty God, You spoke a perfect world into being, yet now Your creation bears the stains
and scars of our failure.

"1 wait for the LORD, my soul waits, and in His word | hope."

(P We bear responsibility for the suffering around us, filling the world with evil and failing to
do the good we ought.

"I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, and in His word | hope."

(P)  Our hearts are crushed beneath the burden of our sin and with longing for the world to be
made right.

"I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, and in His word | hope."

(P}  Forgive us, O God, for You are faithful and just and will cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

"I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, and in His word | hope."

P Your hope is met by the redemption and renewal of our God found in His Son, Jesus Christ,
who was given to die for you, and for whose sake God forgives you all your sins. As a
servant of Christ and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of
the Father and of the *} Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

"} Service of the Word -
INTROIT (sung) Psalm 86:11-15; antiphon: v. 6

Soloist: Give ear, O LORD, |to my prayer;*

listen to my | plea for grace.

Teach me your way, O LORD, that | may walk | in your truth;*
unite my heart to | fear your name.

| give thanks to you, O Lord my God, with | my whole heart,*
and | will glorify your name for- | ever.

For great is your steadfast | love toward me;*



you have delivered my soul from the depths | of Sheol.

O God, insolent men have risen up against me; a band of ruthless men | seek my life,*
and they do not set you be- | fore them.

But you, O Lord, are a God merciful and | gracious,*
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love and | faithfulness.

All: Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

Soloist: Give ear, O LORD, | to my prayer;*
listen to my | plea for grace.

KYRIE Lord, Have Mercy LSB 204
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

HYMN OF PRAISE "Heavenly Hosts in Ceaseless Worship" LSB 949

1. Heav'nly hosts in ceaseless worship "Holy, holy, holy" cry;
"He who is, who was and will be, God Almighty, Lord Most High."
Praise and honor, pow'r and glory, Be to Him who reigns alone!
We, with all His hands have fashioned, Fall before the Father's throne.

2. All creation, all redemption, Join to sing the Savior's worth;
Lamb of God, whose blood has bought us, Kings and priests, to reign on earth.
Wealth and wisdom, pow'r and glory, Honor, might, dominion, praise,
Now be His from all His creatures And to everlasting days!

Text: © 1975 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002622

SALUTATION AND PRAYER OF THE DAY

P}  The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

(P}  Letuspray. O God, so rule and govern our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that, ever
mindful of Your final judgment, we may be stirred up to holiness of living here and dwell
with You in perfect joy hereafter; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 44:6-8
(The unrivaled Lord reinforces His power, peace, and purpose for His people.)

5Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: "I am the first and
| am the last; besides me there is no god. "Who is like me? Let him proclaim it. Let him declare
and set it before me, since | appointed an ancient people. Let them declare what is to come,
and what will happen. 8Fear not, nor be afraid; have | not told you from of old and declared it?
And you are my witnesses! Is there a God besides me? There is no Rock; | know not any."

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE (Creation groans in hope for the glory yet to be revealed.) Romans 8:18-27

18For | consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory
that is to be revealed to us. "®For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the
sons of God. 2%For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of him who
subjected it, in hope 2'that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and
obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22For we know that the whole creation
has been groaning together in the pains of childbirth until now. 2And not only the creation,
but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for
adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. 2*For in this hope we were saved. Now hope
that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what he sees? ?3But if we hope for what we do not
see, we wait for it with patience. ?6Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not
know what to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too
deep for words. 27And he who searches hearts knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because
the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

ALLELUIA AND VERSE LSB 205
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Je -sus is the Christ, the Son of God.



[ 108
Ll
[ 100N

[7]
{

P

n - on
- & ‘ | | | Y] - i I H
Al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu -ia.
HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43

(Jesus shares and interprets His story of harvest and final judgment.)

)  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

24[)esus] put another parable before them, saying, "The kingdom of heaven may be compared
to a man who sowed good seed in his field, 2°but while his men were sleeping, his enemy came
and sowed weeds among the wheat and went away. 26So when the plants came up and bore
grain, then the weeds appeared also. 27And the servants of the master of the house came and
said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? How then does it have weeds?"
28He said to them, 'An enemy has done this.' So the servants said to him, 'Then do you want us
to go and gather them?' 2°But he said, 'No, lest in gathering the weeds you root up the wheat
along with them. 3%Let both grow together until the harvest, and at harvest time | will tell the
reapers, Gather the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat
into my barn." . .. 3Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples came
to him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field." 3’He answered, "The one
who sows the good seed is the Son of Man. 38The field is the world, and the good seed is the
children of the kingdom. The weeds are the sons of the evil one, 3%and the enemy who sowed
them is the devil. The harvest is the close of the age, and the reapers are angels. #°Just as the
weeds are gathered and burned with fire, so will it be at the close of the age. 'The Son of Man
will send his angels, and they will gather out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all law-
breakers, 42and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth. ¥¥Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father.
He who has ears, let him hear."

P}  This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

SERMON HYMN “Rise, My Soul, to Watch and Pray" LSB 663

1. Rise, my soul, to watch and pray; From your sleep awaken!
Be not by the evil day Unawares o'ertaken;
For the foe, Well we know,
Is a harvest reaping While the saints are sleeping.

continued



2. Watch against the devil's snares Lest asleep he find you;
For indeed no pains he spares To deceive and blind you.
Satan's prey Oft are they
Who secure are sleeping And no watch are keeping.

3. Watch! Let not the wicked world With its lies defeat you
Lest with bold deceptions hurled It betray and cheat you.
Watch and see Lest there be
Faithless friends to charm you, Who but seek to harm you.

4. Watch against yourself, my soul, Lest with grace you trifle;
Let not self your thoughts control Nor God’'s mercy stifle.
Pride and sin Lurk within,

All your hopes to shatter; Heed not when they flatter.

5. But while watching, also pray To the Lord unceasing.
God protects you day by day, Strength and faith increasing,
So that still Mind and will
Shall unite to serve Him And forever love Him.

SERMON "Wheat and Tares" Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43

THIS IS WHAT WE BELIEVE Nicene Creed

| believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things
visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father
before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men
and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of
the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again
with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father
and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who
spoke by the prophets. And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, |
acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and | look for the resurrection of the
dead and the life *I of the world to come. Amen.



PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

) O Holy Spirit, where our words fall short, You intercede for Your church. Even so, let us gather
our hearts, praying for the people of God around the world and for all who suffer in this and
every place: For believers who face difficulty and danger, especially because of their faith,
that their lives might be protected and their souls preserved, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

P}  For Your church around the world, fractured by ignorance, error, and pride, that the Bride
of Christ might be united in truth and active in love, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

®P)  For all marriages, purposed as an illustration of Christ's sacrifice and faithfulness, that
couples would be safeguarded from temptation and their love increased despite distance
or difficulty, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

(P} For those in the grips of anxiety or depression, slaves to debt or poverty, or suffering from loss
or loneliness, that the fullness of Christ would meet all their needs, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

P)  For all who suffer physically, especially those among us; that healing would find them and
their hope in Christ would never waver, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

(P  For those who serve our communities, often in thankless roles of repairing our roads,
keeping records, providing for the poor, and administering justice, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

P} O Holy Spirit, we trust You to perfect the prayers we have spoken and our unspoken prayers
too deep for words. Search our hearts, assure us of Your constant presence, and remind us
that God's gracious will toward His saints shall be done in Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Father, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

OFFERING

The ushers bring forward our gifts as a response to His blessings in our lives.
Offering plates are located at the back of the sanctuary both before and after services.
Or give online using the QR code in the front of the bulletin.



PRAYER AT OFFERING

(P}  Heavenly Father, in following Your example, we offer these gifts to you today. As you have
blessed us without measure, we bring these tithes to you and pray that You would bless them
for the continuance and growth of Your kingdom. A kingdom that waits joyfully for Jesus' return.
Bless us as we offer ourselves to You in our vocations, so that we manage and use all the gifts
you have bestowed on us to Your glory.

All that | have is Yours, Lord Jesus. All that | have is You.

P]  Use then all of our gifts for works of love, mercy, witness, and unto the increase of Your glory.

Amen.

OFFERTORY

I« Service of the Sacrament -

We ask that all visitors carefully read our communion statement found in the front of this
service bulletin before approaching the communion table.

PREFACE
] The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
(P} Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
(P} Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

PROPER PREFACE

(P Itis truly good, right, and in keeping with our salvation that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ,
our Lord, who, out of love for His fallen creation, humbled Himself by taking on the form of
a servant, becoming obedient unto death, even death upon a cross. Risen from the dead, He
has freed us from eternal death and given us life everlasting. Therefore with angels and
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name,
evermore praising You and singing:



SANCTUS Holy, Holy, Holy Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9
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Tru-1ly  blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

(P}  Ever-speaking Spirit, flood our hearts with gratitude, that our thoughts, words, and actions
would overflow with thankfulness for a God who sets His people free and seals them in
hope. Bring us near to Your glory, that given a glimpse of our God's surpassing grace, we
might live to declare His name and the redemption won for us by Jesus Christ, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Father, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

LORD'S PRAYER Matthew 6:9-13

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray,

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be

done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever
and ever. Amen.



THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

Matt. 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Cor. 11:23-25

P}  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had
given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: "Take, eat; this is My - body,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me."

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave
it to them, saying: "Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My I+ blood,
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me."

PAX DOMINI The Peace of the Lord John 20:19

P]  The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Amen.

AGNUS DEI Lamb of God John 1:29
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Have mer - cy on us, Lord, we  pray.

And grant us peace, (0] Lord, we  pray.



DISTRIBUTION OF THE LORD'S SUPPER

The ushers will direct the congregation to the communion rail via the side aisles. When at the communion
rail, you are welcome to kneel, as you are able, or remain standing. If you have come to receive a blessing
only, please cross your arms over your chest. As the pastor/elder offers you the bread (host) please hold out
your hand to receive it. If you require a gluten-free host, please signal to the pastor/elder and take a gluten-
free host from the center of the plate. Similarly, if you require an alcohol-free alternative to the wine, please
take one of the individual cups from the center of the tray. After receiving the Lord’s Supper, please return
to your seat by the center aisle. If you are communing at your seat, please get the attention of the
pastor/communion assistant, and they will commune you there.

ANTHEM "Thanks Be to God" G.F. Handel

DISTRIBUTION HYMN "Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me" LSB 761

1. Rock of Ages, cleft for me, Let me hide myself in Thee;
Let the water and the blood, From Thy riven side which flowed,
Be of sin the double cure: Cleanse me from its guilt and pow'r.

2. Not the labors of my hands Can fulfill Thy Law's demands;
Could my zeal no respite know, Could my tears forever flow,
All for sin could not atone; Thou must save, and Thou alone.

3. Nothing in my hand | bring; Simply to Thy cross I cling.
Naked, come to Thee for dress; Helpless, look to Thee for grace;
Foul, | to the fountain fly; Wash me, Savior, or | die.

4. While | draw this fleeting breath, When mine eyelids close in death,
When | soar to worlds unknown, See Thee on Thy judgment throne,
Rock of Ages, cleft for me, Let me hide myself in Thee.

NUNC DIMITTIS (sung) Song of Simeon Luke 2:29-32

1. O Lord, now let Your servant Depart in heav'nly peace,
For | have seen the glory Of Your redeeming grace:
A light to lead the Gentiles Unto Your holy hill,
The glory of Your people, Your chosen Israel.

2. All glory to the Father, All glory to the Son,
All glory to the Spirit, Forever Three in One;
For as in the beginning, Is now, shall ever be,
God's triune name resounding Through all eternity.



POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING

(P} Letus pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the
same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24-26

(P] The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you peace.
Amen.

CLOSING HYMN "Great Is Thy Faithfulness"

1. Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father;
There is no shadow of turning with Thee.

Thou changest not: Thy compassions, they fail not;
As Thou hast been, Thou forever wilt be.

Refrain: Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning new mercies | see;
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided;
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!

2. Summer and winter and springtime and harvest,
Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above
Join with all nature in manifold witness
To Thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love. Refrain

3. Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,
Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide;
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,
Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! Refrain

LSB 809



SILENT PRAYER
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