
Revelation
Adult Bible Class 12/17/2023



Question

•At your tables, discuss how familiar with Revelation.
•Had you read it before?
•Would you be able to recall some of the more potent 

images? 
• Is there a piece of it that sticks with you?



Goal for Today

• That people leave the class today with some of the tools 
necessary to read Revelation without…
• Being scared
• Being confused

• But rather, to read Revelation…
• Being confident in our God
• Being wowed by the beauty of the book



The Tools

•Humility

•Understanding Revelation’s Unique Genre

• Recognizing the Old Testament Connections

•A Grasp of Revelation’s Symbolism



Humility

• There is a lot of “distance” between us and Revelation 
(Maybe more than any other Biblical book)

• The content itself demands that we approach with 
humility!
• Triune God over all things
• Endurance in the face of suffering

•Humility demands a slow, careful reading



Genre

• Threefold (Rev. 1:1-5a)

• Letter
• Circulating
• Intended to be “read aloud”

• Prophecy
• The last in the line of Biblical prophets
• His words of woe toward cities sounds just like OT 

prophets (e.g. Rev. 18)

• Apocalypse



Genre - Apocalypse

• “Apocalypse is a genre of revelatory literature with a 
narrative framework, in which a revelation is mediated
by an otherworldly being to a human recipient, 
disclosing a transcendent reality which is both 
temporal, insofar as it envisages eschatological 
salvation, and spatial, insofar as it involves another, 
supernatural world.”

• Differences from other Apocalypses
• More imagery
• Technically the same place! And often the same time!



Old Testament Connections

• It’s like Wikipedia





Old Testament Connections

• It’s like Wikipedia

•Most prevalently, John uses imagery from Daniel
• Compare Rev. 1:13-15 to Daniel 7:9-14
• It’s sometimes just as interesting to note the 

differences between the two!



Symbolism

• The ancient world gave lots of imagery
• Revelation offers uniquely Christian imagery as a way 

of seeing the world
• Some examples…



Woman in Rev. 12







Symbolism

• “It would be a serious mistake to understand the 
images of Revelation as timeless symbols. Their 
character conforms to the contextuality of Revelation as 
a latter to the seven churches of Asia. Their resonances 
in the specific social, political, cultural and religious 
world of their first readers need to be understood if 
their meaning is to be appropriated today” (Bauckham
19).



Symbolism - Numbers

• 2, 3, 3½, 4, 5, 6, 7, 10, 12, 24, 42, 144, 666 (or according 
to another reading 616), 1000, 1260, 1600, 7000, 
12,000, 144,000, 100,000,000, and 200,000,000

• Predominant number is seven (7) which occurs 54 times



Let’s try it out now
Open to Revelation 4
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