
 
 

What is It? 

Acts is a continuation of the Gospel of Luke.  Often called the “Acts of the Apostles”, a more 

appropriate title may be “Acts of the Holy Spirit”.  Originally, it’s believed that Luke and Acts 

were a single work which was split sometime in the 1st or 2nd century AD.  It’s the third 

longest book in the NT, and with Luke comprises 30% of the Testament. 

Who, What, When, Where and Why 

Who – Acts was written by Luke of whom it is thought that he was a Gentile physician.  He 

was a loyal friend and sometime companion of Paul. 

What – Acts records the work done by the Holy Spirit through Jesus’ followers and the 

Church.  Peter and Paul are the predominate individuals, but others are significant as well.  

It’s the story of what Jesus said as recorded in Acts 1:8 “But you will receive power when 

the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all 

Judea and Samria, and to the end of the earth.”  This is how the Word spread and continues 

to spread.  The results of His work, are astounding; the Church “mushroomed” in growth.   

When –Based on historical events not included in the text, it’s believed to have been 

written sometime around 64 A.D.; before the fall of Jerusalem (70 A.D.). 

Where – It’s believed that Luke wrote Acts while in Rome with Paul.   

Why – Luke wrote the Gospel and Acts to inform and instruct Theophilus and others with 

“certainty” (Luke 1:4) of Jesus’ redemptive work and those of His followers post Jesus’s 

ascension through the efforts of the Holy Spirit. 

Reading Advice 

To read the 28 chapters of Acts this week, depending on the number of days, you will need 

to read 5-7 chapters a day.  While reading, note the work of the Holy Spirit in each chapter.  

He is noted 70 times in Acts, more than any other book.  The following schedule is 

suggested. 

Sunday Acts 1-4 The First church in Jerusalem 
Monday Acts 5-7 Testifying in Jerusalem 
Tuesday Acts 8-12 Testifying in Judea and Samaria 
Wednesday Acts 13-15:35 Paul Establishes the Churches – First Tour 
Thursday Acts 15:36-18:21 Paul Revisits the Churches – Second Tour 
Friday Acts 18:22-25:9 Paul Encourage the Churches – Third Tour 
Saturday Acts 25:30-28:31 Paul Sent to Rome 



 


