Welcome!

SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Sunday, September 28, 2025 - 8:30am

To Our Guests: We are honored that you have chosen to worship with us today! Please stop by our Welcome Desk
for more information about all our ministries. Please read below for more information about worshiping with us.

We love children at Christ Our Savior. Parents are encouraged to sit in the front pews so young children
can see what is happening during worship. A nursery for children, infant to 3 yrs, and a family lounge off the
Advent Lobby are available for those who prefer these areas. Ask an usher for directions.

Joyful Giving Opportunities: The offering plates are located at the back of the sanctuary.
You are welcome to place your offering there before and after the worship services. Or give online!
Click on the QR code to the right. —

Please check in with the Friendship Pad or Online. Remove the Friendship pad from the
hymn rack on the center aisle and fill out your information. Take note of the people sitting
around you — welcome each other by name! Or check in online by clicking here: —

We welcome guests to Sunday School and Bible classes, from 9:45 a.m.-10:45 a.m.

Summer Sunday School Lead by: Where:
Pre K thru Kindergarten Room 15
1t thru 3 grade Room 8
4% thru 6 grade Room 10
7t thru 8t grade Room 12
High School Youth Youth Room
Adult Bible Studies
Nicene Creed Pastor Joel and Vicar Fritz Rooms 1-4
Prayer Pastor Davenport Rooms 5 & 6
Reading the Bible Together Marie Schlosser Library
The Hymn of the Day Tom Schroeder Sanctuary Balcony
Bethel: The Intertestamental Period Judy Mayle Gethsemane Chapel
Habits of the Household Lllndsay Miller and Josh Gym
Kittleman




SERMON SERIES: GOD'S PEOPLE
Over the next four Sundays, we will read through the entire book of 1 Peter. We want to see
ourselves in community with one another because God has called us to community and
established us in it by our baptism. In this series we will begin by cutting away the ways we
instinctively reject community. Then we will be guided in what it looks like to live as God's people.
This week we will name relevant and convicting ways in which we often reject this community
and choose to live alone instead of cherishing the community God gave us.

Order of Worship

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC Michele Ciscon

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

I« Preparation I«

OPENING HYMN “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise" LSB 802

1. Immortal, invisible, God only wise,
In light inaccessible hid from our eyes,
Most blesséd, most glorious, the Ancient of Days,
Almighty, victorious, Thy great name we praise.

2. Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light,
Nor wanting, nor wasting, Thou rulest in might;
Thy justice like mountains high soaring above
Thy clouds which are fountains of goodness and love.

3. To all life Thou givest to both great and small
In all life Thou livest, the true Life of all;
We blossom and flourish as leaves on the tree
And wither and perish but naught changes Thee.

4. Great Father of glory, pure Father of light,
Thine angels adore Thee, all veiling their sight;
All laud we would render: O help us to see
‘Tis only the splendor of light that hides Thee.

INVOCATION

)  Inthe name of the Father and of the I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.




OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 43:4, 146:3, 5

®) 1 will go to the altar of God,

to God my exceeding joy.

(P} Put not your trust in princes, in whom there is no salvation.

Blessed is he whose hope is in the LORD his God.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 1 Timothy 1:17; Psalm 125:1

(P}  The First Commandment is first because "we should fear, love, and trust in God above all
things." Let us in true repentance and good faith direct the fear, love, and trust of our hearts
and minds "to the King of ages, immortal, invisible, the only God."

Merciful God, the good fight of faith is fierce, the warfare between our love for You
and the temptations of the world around us is long, even never-ending. We confess
we have not loved You above all things, we are afraid at many times, and there is
nothing and no one on earth worthy of our trust. In You, O Lord, we put our trust. In
Your grace and forgiveness, let us never be ashamed. Deliver us in Your righteousness
for the sake of our Savior and Lord, Jesus Christ, Your Son.

P}  "Those who trust in the Lord are like Mount Zion, which cannot be moved, but abides
forever." By your Baptism into Christ, God has pledged the forgiveness of all your sins and
promised the eternal life to which you were called. Therefore, | forgive you all your sins in
the name of the Father and of the I Son and of the Holy Spirit. God be merciful to you
and strengthen your faith.

Amen.

"} Service of the Word *1-
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P)  In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
(P}  For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.



[P)  For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the
unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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P]  For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

®P]  Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
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HYMN OF PRAISE "From All That Dwell Below the Skies" LSB 816

1. From all that dwell below the skies Let the Creator's praise arise;
Alleluia, alleluia!
Let the Redeemer's name be sung Through ev'ry land by ev'ry tongue.
Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

A 3. All praise to God the Father be, All praise, eternal Son, to Thee.
Alleluia, alleluia!
Whom with the Spirit we adore Forever and forevermore:
Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

SALUTATION AND PRAYER OF THE DAY

P]  The Lord be with you.
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And al - so with you.

P)  Letus pray. O God, You are the strength of all who trust in You, and without Your aid we
can do no good thing. Grant us the help of Your grace that we may please You in both will
and deed; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



EPISTLE 1 Peter 1:1-25

Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who are elect exiles of the dispersion in Pontus,
Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, 2according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, in
the sanctification of the Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ and for sprinkling with his blood:
May grace and peace be multiplied to you. 3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ! According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through
the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled,
and unfading, kept in heaven for you, Swho by God's power are being guarded through faith
for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. éIn this you rejoice, though now for a little
while, if necessary, you have been grieved by various trials, 7so that the tested genuineness of
your faith—more precious than gold that perishes though it is tested by fire—may be found to
result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 8Though you have not seen
him, you love him. Though you do not now see him, you believe in him and rejoice with joy that
is inexpressible and filled with glory, ®obtaining the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your
souls. 1%Concerning this salvation, the prophets who prophesied about the grace that was to be
yours searched and inquired carefully, "inquiring what person or time the Spirit of Christ in
them was indicating when he predicted the sufferings of Christ and the subsequent glories. It
was revealed to them that they were serving not themselves but you, in the things that have
now been announced to you through those who preached the good news to you by the Holy
Spirit sent from heaven, things into which angels long to look. ¥Therefore, preparing your
minds for action, and being sober-minded, set your hope fully on the grace that will be brought
to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. As obedient children, do not be conformed to the
passions of your former ignorance, "®*but as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all
your conduct, "®since it is written, "You shall be holy, for | am holy." 7And if you call on him as
Father who judges impartially according to each one's deeds, conduct yourselves with fear
throughout the time of your exile, knowing that you were ransomed from the futile ways
inherited from your forefathers, not with perishable things such as silver or gold, ®but with the
precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot. 2°He was foreknown before
the foundation of the world but was made manifest in the last times for your sake, 2'who
through him are believers in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that
your faith and hope are in God. 22Having purified your souls by your obedience to the truth for
a sincere brotherly love, love one another earnestly from a pure heart, 23since you have been
born again, not of perishable seed but of imperishable, through the living and abiding word of
God; 24for "All flesh is like grass and all its glory like the flower of grass. The grass withers, and
the flower falls, 2°but the word of the Lord remains forever." And this word is the good news
that was preached to you.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



ALLELUIA AND VERSE John 6:68
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Al-le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
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You have the words of e - ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia.
HOLY GOSPEL (The rich man and Lazarus) Luke 16:19-31
P}  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the sixteenth chapter.
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Glo-ry to You, O Lord.

19[Jesus said:] "There was a rich man who was clothed in purple and fine linen and who feasted
sumptuously every day. 2°And at his gate was laid a poor man named Lazarus, covered with
sores, 2'who desired to be fed with what fell from the rich man's table. Moreover, even the dogs
came and licked his sores. 22The poor man died and was carried by the angels to Abraham's
side. The rich man also died and was buried, 22and in Hades, being in torment, he lifted up his
eyes and saw Abraham far off and Lazarus at his side. 2#And he called out, 'Father Abraham,
have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the end of his finger in water and cool my tongue,
for I am in anguish in this flame." 2°But Abraham said, 'Child, remember that you in your lifetime
received your good things, and Lazarus in like manner bad things; but now he is comforted
here, and you are in anguish. 26And besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has
been fixed, in order that those who would pass from here to you may not be able, and none
may cross from there to us.' 27And he said, 'Then | beg you, father, to send him to my father's
house— 2&or | have five brothers—so that he may warn them, lest they also come into this
place of torment.' 2°But Abraham said, 'They have Moses and the Prophets; let them hear them.'
30And he said, '‘No, father Abraham, but if someone goes to them from the dead, they will
repent.' 3'He said to him, 'If they do not hear Moses and the Prophets, neither will they be
convinced if someone should rise from the dead."

P]  This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O Christ.




SERMON HYMN “Lord, Whose Love through Humble Service" LSB 848

1. Lord, whose love through humble service Bore the weight of human need,
Who upon the cross, forsaken, Offered mercy's perfect deed,
We, Your servants, bring the worship Not of voice alone, but heart,
Consecrating to Your purpose Ev'ry gift that You impart.

2. Still Your children wander homeless; Still the hungry cry for bread;
Still the captives long for freedom; Still in grief we mourn our dead.
As, O Lord, Your deep compassion Healed the sick and freed the soul,
Use the love Your Spirit kindles Still to save and make us whole.

3. As we worship, grant us vision, Till Your love’s revealing light
In its height and depth and greatness, Dawns upon our quickened sight,
Making known the needs and burdens Your compassion bids us bear,
Stirring us to tireless striving, Your abundant life to share.

4. Called by worship to Your service, Forth in Your dear name we go,
To the child, the youth, the aged, Love in living deeds to show;
Hope and health, goodwill and comfort, Counsel, aid, and peace we give,
That Your servants, Lord, in freedom May Your mercy know and live.

Text: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002622

SERMON "God's People are Not Alone" 1 Peter 1:1-25

THIS IS WHAT WE BELIEVE Apostles' Creed

| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He
descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the
living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life *I- everlasting. Amen.

OFFERING

The ushers bring forward our gifts as a response to His blessings in our lives.
Offering plates are located at the back of the sanctuary both before and after services.
Or give online using the QR code in the front of the bulletin.



PRAYER AT OFFERING
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Heavenly Father, in following Your example, we offer these gifts to you today. As you have
blessed us without measure, we bring these tithes to you and pray that You would bless them
for the continuance and growth of Your kingdom. A kingdom that waits joyfully for Jesus’
return. Bless us as we offer ourselves to You in our vocations, so that we manage and use all
the gifts you have bestowed on us to Your glory.

All that | have is Yours, Lord Jesus. All that | have is You.

Use then all of our gifts for works of love, mercy, witness, and unto the increase of Your glory.

Amen

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
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Let us pray. We praise You, O God, we acknowledge You to be the Lord. All the earth now
worships You, the Father everlasting. Grant to Your whole church throughout the world the
strength and peace of unity in the faith and proclamation of Your pure Word, that all people
may know Your true glory of salvation from sin and the gift of redemption and eternal life.
Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

To You all angels cry aloud, the glorious company of the apostles praise You, the goodly
fellowship of the prophets praise You, and the noble army of martyrs praise You. We pray
You include us as those who acknowledge You now by faith that we may be received into
their fellowship not by our merits but solely because of Your grace. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

You are the King of glory, O Christ, the everlasting Son of the Father. By Your death, You
opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers. Grant Your saving Gospel to be proclaimed
throughout the world to the salvation of many. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Each day of our lives, O God, keep us mindful of the riches of Your grace that we may know
the contentment of Your heavenly treasures and not be distracted by temptations of
worldly wealth. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Lord God, we pray for all who are in any need, for those who need the grace of Your help
and healing, those who are in trouble, those who doubt Your kindness, those who fear
death, and all who are sick or injured, especially those who have requested our prayers. Be
their help, healing, and salvation. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Make us to be numbered with Your saints in glory everlasting. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy;
through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.



LORD'S PRAYER Matthew 6:9-13

P}  Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray,

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever
and ever. Amen.

BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24-26

(P}  The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *}+ give you peace.
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CLOSING HYMN “Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing" LSB 924

1. Lord, dismiss us with Your blessing, Fill our hearts with joy and peace;
Let us each, Your love possessing, Triumph in redeeming grace.
O refresh us; O refresh us, Trav'ling through this wilderness.

2. Thanks we give and adoration For Your Gospel's joyful sound.
May the fruits of Your salvation In our hearts and lives abound.
Ever faithful, ever faithful To Your truth may we be found.

3. Savior, when Your love shall call us From our struggling pilgrim way,
Let not fear of death appall us, Glad Your summons to obey.
May we ever, may we ever Reign with You in endless day.

SILENT PRAYER

POSTLUDE

Tt



SERVICE PARTICIPANTS -

Preaching: Pastor Davenport

Liturgy: Pastor Werner
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Ushers: Team 1, Jim Robbins, Captain
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