Welcome!

SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Sunday, September 20, 2026 - 8:30am

To Our Guests: We are honored that you have chosen to worship with us today! Please stop by our Welcome Desk
for more information about all our ministries. Please read below for more information about worshiping with us.

We love children at Christ Our Savior. Parents are encouraged to sit in the front pews so young children
can see what is happening during worship. A nursery for children, infant to 3 yrs, and a family lounge off the
Advent Lobby are available for those who prefer these areas. Ask an usher for directions.

Joyful Giving Opportunities: The offering plates are located at the back of the sanctuary. [E1%z
You are welcome to place your offering there before and after the worship services. Or give online!

Click on the QR code to the right. —

Please check in with the Friendship Pad or Online. Remove the Friendship pad from the
hymn rack on the center aisle and fill out your information. Take note of the people sitting
around you — welcome each other by name! Or check in online by clicking here: —

We welcome guests to Sunday School and Bible classes, from 9:45 am.-10:45 a.m.

Pre K thru Kindergarten Room 15
1t thru 3 grade Room 8
4t thru 6% grade Room 10
7t thru 8t grade Room 12

High School Youth Youth Room
Adult Bible Studies
Tech-Wise Family Josh Kittleman Gym
Pastor Davenport and
Joseph Pastor WerneF: Rooms 1-4
Bethel: The Old Testament Judy Mayle Gethsemane Chapel

The Lord's Supper. When we celebrate the Lord's Supper, we confess our common belief that Christ offers
His Body and Blood in, with, and under the bread and wine, for our forgiveness, life and salvation! We truly
believe God's Word when He says, "whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy
manner will be guilty of sinning against the body and blood of the Lord" 7 Corinthians 71.27. \We want you to
receive the Lord's Supper as God intended it — for your blessing — so those who are not communicant members
of the Lutheran Church—Mlissouri Synod are asked to speak with a pastor or elder prior to communing. If you
are not communing today, you are welcome to come to the communion rail to receive a blessing, the
assurance that God loves you, or you may remain in your seat and use the time for prayer and meditation. For
those desiring to receive the Lord's Supper but are unable to come forward, please get the attention
of the pastor/communion assistant as they come out into the congregation during distribution. They
will commune you at your seat. God bless your worship!



AS WE GATHER

On the surface, the parable of the laborers in the vineyard seems wrong. Shouldn't the worker
receive the wages he or she deserves for his or her time and labor? It offends our sense of fair
play that one who worked less should receive the same as one who worked more. If you only
focus on the perspective of the laborer, that might seem true, but if you focus on the generosity
of the vineyard owner, you get a very different perspective. God's mercy is not the reward for our
labor but a pure gift of grace given to those who deserve none of His kindness. When you begin
to look at this parable from that perspective, God's abundant generosity becomes clear. The Lord
does what none of us would do—forgives all our sins, no matter how great, and bestows upon
us the mercy and salvation we did nothing to earn and could never deserve. How can anyone
begrudge Him such generosity?

Order of Worship

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC Joann Rogers

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

I« Preparation -+

OPENING HYMN "With the Lord Begin Your Task" LSB 869

1. With the Lord begin your task; Jesus will direct it.
For His aid and counsel ask; Jesus will perfect it.
Ev'ry morn with Jesus rise, And when day is ended,
In His name then close your eyes; Be to Him commended.

2. Let each day begin with prayer, Praise, and adoration.
On the Lord cast ev'ry care; He is your salvation.
Morning, evening, and at night Jesus will be near you,
Save you from the tempter's might, With His presence cheer you.

3. With your Savior at your side, Foes need not alarm you;
In His promises confide, And no ill can harm you.
All your trust and hope repose In the mighty Master,
Who in wisdom truly knows How to stem disaster.

4. If your task be thus begun With the Savior's blessing,
Safely then your course will run, Toward the promise pressing.
Good will follow ev'rywhere While you here must wander;
You at last the joy will share In the mansions yonder.




5. Thus, Lord Jesus, ev'ry task Be to You commended;
May Your will be done, | ask, Until life is ended.
Jesus, in Your name begun Be the day's endeavor;
Grant that it may well be done To Your praise forever.

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002622

INVOCATION
P}  Inthe name of the Father and of the I« Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

@  Almighty God,

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, maker of all things, and judge of all people, we
confess to You that we have sinned. We have turned away from one another in our
thinking, speaking, and doing. We have done the evil You forbid and have not done
the good You desire. We do repent and are truly sorry for these our sins. Because of
the obedience of our Lord Jesus Christ, have mercy on us, forgiving us all that is past
and granting us the Holy Spirit to guide us into the future.

(P  God has promised forgiveness of sins to those who repent. The Lord keep you in His grace
and favor and bring you to everlasting life. Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to
die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of
Christ and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the *I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

P}  He who began this good work within you will bring it to completion on the day of our Lord
Jesus Christ.

Amen.

"} Service of the Word -
KYRIE Lord, Have Mercy LSB 168

In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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C Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

(P}  For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity
of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
P]  For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
)  Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
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THIS IS THE FEAST LSB 171
P}  This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.
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for the Lamb who was slain has be - gun His reign.
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SALUTATION AND PRAYER OF THE DAY

P}  The Lord be with you.
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And al - so with you.

(P Let us pray. Lord God, heavenly Father, since we cannot stand before You relying on
anything we have done, help us trust in Your abiding grace and live according to Your
Word; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



OLD TESTAMENT READING (“Seek the Lord while He may be found.”) Isaiah 55:6-9

6"Seek the LORD while he may be found; call upon him while he is near; 7let the wicked forsake
his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; let him return to the LORD, that he may have
compassion on him, and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 8For my thoughts are not
your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, declares the LORD. °For as the heavens are higher
than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts."

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE (“Let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ.”) Philippians 1:12-14, 19-30

12| want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has really served to advance the
gospel, 13so that it has become known throughout the whole imperial guard and to all the rest
that my imprisonment is for Christ. "And most of the brothers, having become confident in the
Lord by my imprisonment, are much more bold to speak the word without fear. . . . "*for | know
that through your prayers and the help of the Spirit of Jesus Christ this will turn out for my
deliverance, 2%as it is my eager expectation and hope that | will not be at all ashamed, but that
with full courage now as always Christ will be honored in my body, whether by life or by death.
21For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. ??If | am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful
labor for me. Yet which | shall choose | cannot tell. 23| am hard pressed between the two. My
desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better. 24But to remain in the flesh is more
necessary on your account. 2Convinced of this, | know that | will remain and continue with you
all, for your progress and joy in the faith, 26so that in me you may have ample cause to glory in
Christ Jesus, because of my coming to you again. 2’Only let your manner of life be worthy of
the gospel of Christ, so that whether | come and see you or am absent, | may hear of you that
you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving side by side for the faith of the gospel,
28and not frightened in anything by your opponents. This is a clear sign to them of their
destruction, but of your salvation, and that from God. 2°For it has been granted to you that for
the sake of Christ you should not only believe in him but also suffer for his sake, 3%engaged in
the same conflict that you saw | had and now hear that | still have.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



ALLELUIA AND VERSE LSB 173
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You have the words of e - ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia.
HOLY GOSPEL (Do you begrudge the Lord’s generosity?) Matthew 20:1-16
P  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twentieth chapter.
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Glo-ry to You, O Lord.

1lJesus said:] "The kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house who went out early in the
morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2After agreeing with the laborers for a denarius a day,
he sent them into his vineyard. 3And going out about the third hour he saw others standing
idle in the marketplace, 4and to them he said, 'You go into the vineyard too, and whatever is
right | will give you.' 5So they went. Going out again about the sixth hour and the ninth hour,
he did the same. ®And about the eleventh hour he went out and found others standing. And he
said to them, 'Why do you stand here idle all day?' "They said to him, '‘Because no one has hired
us.' He said to them, 'You go into the vineyard too.' 8And when evening came, the owner of the
vineyard said to his foreman, 'Call the laborers and pay them their wages, beginning with the
last, up to the first.' °And when those hired about the eleventh hour came, each of them
received a denarius. "Now when those hired first came, they thought they would receive more,
but each of them also received a denarius. ""And on receiving it they grumbled at the master
of the house, 2saying, 'These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us
who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.' *But he replied to one of them,
'Friend, 1 am doing you no wrong. Did you not agree with me for a denarius? '“Take what
belongs to you and go. | choose to give to this last worker as | give to you. "*Am | not allowed
to do what | choose with what belongs to me? Or do you begrudge my generosity?' 16So the
last will be first, and the first last."

P}  This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O Christ.




SERMON HYMN “Forth in Thy Name, O Lord, | Go" LSB 854

1. Forth in Thy name, O Lord, | go, My daily labor to pursue,
Thee, only Thee, resolved to know In all | think or speak or do.

2. The task Thy wisdom has assigned, O let me cheerfully fulfill;
In all my works Thy presence find, And prove Thy good and perfect will.

3. Thee may I set at my right hand, Whose eyes my inmost substance see,
And labor on at Thy command, And offer all my works to Thee.

4. Give me to bear Thine easy yoke, And ev'ry moment watch and pray,
And still to things eternal look, And hasten to Thy glorious day.

5. For Thee delightfully employ Whate'er Thy bounteous grace has giv'n,
And run my course with even joy, And closely walk with Thee to heav'n.

SERMON "Unfair Wages" Matthew 20:1-16

THIS IS WHAT WE BELIEVE Nicene Creed

| believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things
visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father
before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men
and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of
the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again
with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father
and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who
spoke by the prophets. And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, |
acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and | look for the resurrection of the
dead and the life = of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P)  Letus pray for the whole people of God in Christ and for all people according to their needs.
Silence for prayer

) O Lord, Your mercy is beyond our comprehension, and Your generosity is more than we
can understand. Give us grace that we rejoice to know the abundance of Your grace and
testify to Your goodness in a world that hopes simply for justice. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer. continued
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O Lord, You have planted Your church like a vineyard in this world. Give us grace that we bring
forth the fruits of Your mercy in our lives and so give honor to Your holy name. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

O Lord, You created man for woman and woman for man, gave them the gift of marriage,
and blessed them with children. Sustain all husbands and wives, all parents and children,
the single, and those whose desire for marriage and children has not been realized. Lord,
in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

O Lord, deliver the sick from their illnesses, the troubled from their afflictions, and the dying
from their fear. Give grace to heal according to Your will, and comfort to those who mourn.
Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

O Lord, teach us generosity that we may supply the hungry and those in need from the
gifts You have supplied to us. Bless all those who protect and defend us: police, firefighters,
those who serve the medical arts, and relief workers. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

O Lord, help us that we may be well-prepared to receive the Sacrament of Christ’s flesh
and blood and to keep in holy lives what we have tasted. Grant that what we here receive
be fulfilled in the eternal feast to come, when, reunited with the saints who have gone
before, we enter with joy into the eternal day. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

O Lord, You do not forget anything You have made, and You supply us with grace sufficient
for this day and all our needs of body and soul, even as You deliver us to everlasting life.
Keep us content in Your mercy that we trust in Your promise always. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for whom we pray, trusting in Your
mercy, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

OFFERING The ushers bring forward our gifts as a response to His blessings in our lives.

Offering plates are located at the back of the sanctuary both before and after services.
Or give online using the QR code in the front of the bulletin.

PRAYER AT OFFERING

P

RN

Heavenly Father, receive these gifts joyfully brought to you this day for Your use in Your
kingdom. Bless them and all the gifts which you have entrusted to us so that with them, the
kingdom is strengthened to Your glory. Strengthened to sustain the saints and for their witness
to those who have not yet awakened to know Jesus, Your Son, as their Lord and Savior.

All that | have is Yours, Lord Jesus. All that | have is You.

Use then all of our gifts for works of love, mercy, witness, and unto the increase of Your glory.
Amen.



OFFERTORY

I« Service of the Sacrament -

We ask that all visitors carefully read our communion statement found in the front of this
service bulletin before approaching the communion table.

PREFACE LSB 177
(P}  The Lord be with you.
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And al-so with you.

)  Lift up your hearts.
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We lift them to  the Lord.
(P}  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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It is right  to give Him thanks and praise.

PROPER PREFACE

P)  Itis truly good, right, and in keeping with our salvation that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ,
our Lord, who, having created all things, took on human flesh and was born of the virgin
Mary. For our sake He died on the cross and rose from the dead to put an end to death,
thus fulfilling Your will and gaining for You a holy people. Therefore with angels and
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name,
evermore praising You and singing:

SANCTUS Holy, Holy, Holy Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

P

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive,
renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and
drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from
the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His
kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You
alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD Matt. 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Cor. 11:23-25
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Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had
given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: "Take, eat; this is My - body,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me."

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave
it to them, saying: "Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My I+ blood,
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me."

LORD'S PRAYER Matthew 6:9-13
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Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray,

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever
and ever. Amen.



PAX DOMINI The Peace of the Lord John 20:19

(P)  The peace of the Lord be with you always.
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grant us peace, grant us  peace.

DISTRIBUTION OF THE LORD'S SUPPER

John 1:29

The ushers will direct the congregation to the communion rail via the side aisles. When at the communion
rail, you are welcome to kneel, as you are able, or remain standing. If you have come to receive a blessing
only, please cross your arms over your chest. As the pastor/elder offers you the bread (host) please hold out
your hand to receive it. If you require a gluten-free host, please signal to the pastor/elder and take a gluten-
free host from the center of the plate. Similarly, if you require an alcohol-free alternative to the wine, please
take one of the individual cups from the center of the tray. After receiving the Lord’s Supper, please return
to your seat by the center aisle. If you are communing at your seat, please get the attention of the

pastor/communion assistant, and they will commune you there.

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS “"Here, O My Lord, | See Thee Face to Face"

1. Here, O my Lord, | see Thee face to face;
Here would | touch and handle things unseen;
Here grasp with firmer hand the_eternal grace,
And all my weariness upon Thee lean.

LSB 631

continued



2. Here would | feed upon the bread of God,
Here drink with Thee the royal wine of heav'n;
Here would | lay aside each earthly load,

Here taste afresh the calm of sin forgiv'n.

3. This is the hour of banquet and of song;
This is the heav'nly table spread for me;
Here let me feast and, feasting, still prolong
The brief bright hour of fellowship with Thee.

4. 1 have no help but Thine; nor do | need
Another arm but Thine to lean upon.
It is enough, my Lord, enough indeed;
My strength is in Thy might, Thy might alone.

5. Mine is the sin, but Thine the righteousness;
Mine is the guilt, but Thine the cleansing blood;
Here is my robe, my refuge, and my peace:

Thy blood, Thy righteousness, O Lord my God.

6. Too soon we rise; the vessels disappear;
The feast, though not the love, is past and gone;
The bread and wine remove, but Thou art here;
Nearer than ever; still my shield and sun.

7. Feast after feast thus comes and passes by,
Yet, passing, points to that glad feast above,
Giving sweet foretaste of the festal joy,
The Lamb'’s great marriage feast of bliss and love.

"Take My Life and Let It Be" LSB 783

. Take my life and let it be Consecrated, Lord, to Thee;
Take my moments and my days, Let them flow in ceaseless praise.

. Take my hands and let them move At the impulse of Thy love;
Take my feet and let them be Swift and beautiful for Thee.

. Take my voice and let me sing Always, only for my King;
Take my lips and let them be Filled with messages from Thee.

. Take my silver and my gold, Not a mite would | withhold;
Take my intellect and use Ev'ry pow'r as Thou shalt choose.

. Take my will and make it Thine, It shall be no longer mine;
Take my heart, it is Thine own, It shall be Thy royal throne.



6. Take my love, my Lord, | pour At Thy feet its treasure store;
Take myself, and | will be Ever, only, all for Thee.

THANK THE LORD LSB 181
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POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING Psalm 106:1
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Oh give thanks to the LORD, for He is good,
for His steadfast love endures forever!

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift,
and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith
toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

BENEDICAMUS
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BENEDICTION
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Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you peace.
Amen.

Numbers 6:24-26



CLOSING HYMN

“Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing" LSB 924

1. Lord, dismiss us with Your blessing, Fill our hearts with joy and peace;
Let us each, Your love possessing, Triumph in redeeming grace.
O refresh us; O refresh us, Trav'ling through this wilderness.

2. Thanks we give and adoration For Your Gospel's joyful sound.
May the fruits of Your salvation In our hearts and lives abound.
Ever faithful, ever faithful To Your truth may we be found.

3. Savior, when Your love shall call us From our struggling pilgrim way,
Let not fear of death appall us, Glad Your summons to obey.
May we ever, may we ever Reign with You in endless day.

SILENT PRAYER

POSTLUDE

T T T

ALTAR FLOWERS ARE GIVEN TO THE GLORY OF GOD:

By Jim & Kathy Matusicky, in honor of their 54" wedding anniversary.
By Don & Mary Courvisier, in honor of their 32" wedding anniversary.
By Uncle Jones & Tante, in honor of Natalie Schwesing's baptism day, 9/21/2008.
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