
 
 

What are they?    

1st and 2nd Timothy, Titus and Philemon are four epistles (letters) of the New Testament. 

Who – The first verses of each letter state that Paul wrote the letters and early church fathers also 

attributed these letters to Paul.  Except for Philemon, some recent scholars question that Paul is 

the author as the wording varies from the other letters.  It is however noted that authors 

frequently pen letters differently to different recipients.   

What – In contrast to the other letters which were addressed to churches, those to Timothy and Titus 

are called “The Pastoral Letters”.  They are encouraging fatherly letters (Paul referred to both as 

his “sons”) intended to answer questions that Timothy and Titus had and also to provide 

continued pastoral guidance.   

The letter to Philemon is a letter about brotherly (by faith) love. 

When – In the last chapter of Acts it’s written that after 2 years Paul was released.  This was between 

60-62 A.D.  A fourth missionary trip may have taken place, but outside of a desire to do so there 

is no clear Biblical record of such a trip.  These letters were written between 60 A.D. and when 

Paul was imprisoned in Rome a second time prior to his death in 68 A.D.  2nd Timothy, is 

believed to be Paul’s last letter. 

Where – Paul wrote these letters to Timothy who was in Ephesus, Titus who was at churches either in 

Crete or Dalamia, and Philemon was located in Colasse (some say Rome). 

Why – Paul wanted to see Timothy and Titus to continue guiding them in ministry.  However, being 

incarcerated in Rome, he was unable to do so and writing these letters was his only option.  (He 

may have visited Timothy between the two letters.)  Topics to Timothy include the qualifications 

of church workers, false teachers, Christian living, order in worship and ministry.   

Titus is of similar nature to 1st Timothy but it also deals being zealous for good works which are 

in response to being justified by His grace.   

Philemon is one of the shortest books in the Bible and in this case, Paul writes to Philemon that 

he should welcome Onesimus back, not as a slave, but as a fellow forgiven believer in Christ. 

All of these topics continue to be pertinent to us today. 

Reading Advice 

To read the letters to Timothy, Titus, and Philemon in the coming week, you will need to read 2 

chapters a day (about 20 minutes).  Whether you have read these books before or not, you will 

discover familiar verses in each book as many are frequently spoken in our worship services. 



 

 

 


