Welcome!

SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT

Sunday, March 1, 2026 - 8:30am

To Our Guests: We are honored that you have chosen to worship with us today! Please stop by our Welcome Desk
for more information about all our ministries. Please read below for more information about worshiping with us.

We love children at Christ Our Savior. Parents are encouraged to sit in the front pews so young children
can see what is happening during worship. A nursery for children, infant to 3 yrs, and a family lounge off the

Advent Lobby are available for those who prefer these areas. Ask an usher for directions.

Joyful Giving Opportunities: The offering plates are located at the back of the sanctuary.
You are welcome to place your offering there before and after the worship services. Or give online!

Click on the QR code to the right. —

Please check in with the Friendship Pad or Online. Remove the Friendship pad from the
hymn rack on the center aisle and fill out your information. Take note of the people sitting
around you — welcome each other by name! Or check in online by clicking here: —

We welcome guests to Sunday School and Bible classes, from 9:45 am.-10:45 a.m.

Summer Sunday School Lead by: Where:
Pre K thru Kindergarten Room 15
1t thru 3 grade Room 8
4% thru 6 grade Room 10
7t thru 8t grade Room 12
High School Youth Youth Room
Adult Bible Studies
. Pastor Davenport and
The Art of Marriage Josh Kittlemaﬁ Gym
Lessons for Living Mark Anders Rooms 1-4
from the Proverbs
Lutheran Foundations Vicar Fritz and Pastor Joel Rooms 5-6
Bethel: The New Testament Judy Mayle Gethsemane Chapel
The Hymn of the Day Tom Schroeder Church Balcony




The Lord's Supper. When we celebrate the Lord's Supper, we confess our common belief that Christ offers
His Body and Blood in, with, and under the bread and wine, for our forgiveness, life and salvation! We truly
believe God's Word when He says, "whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy
manner will be guilty of sinning against the body and blood of the Lord" 7 Corinthians 11.27. \We want you to
receive the Lord's Supper as God intended it — for your blessing — so those who are not communicant members
of the Lutheran Church—Mlissouri Synod are asked to speak with a pastor or elder prior to communing. If you
are not communing today, you are welcome to come to the communion rail to receive a blessing, the
assurance that God loves you, or you may remain in your seat and use the time for prayer and meditation. For
those desiring to receive the Lord's Supper but are unable to come forward, please get the attention
of the pastor/communion assistant as they come out into the congregation during distribution. They
will commune you at your seat. God bless your worship!

AS WE GATHER

"Born again” has become a catch phrase in our age. It is not merely that Jesus says one must be
born again but born from above. This new birth happens not from human will or desire but solely
from the love and act of God working by the Spirit. Baptismal water is the womb through which
we are born again and born from above to the life that death cannot overcome and is eternal. As
we make our way through Lent, we are constantly reminded of the truth of Luther's explanation:
we cannot by our own reason or strength believe in Christ, our Lord, or come to Him. The Spirit
calls us to the font, gathers the baptized around His Word and Table, delivers us from the
darkness of unbelief, and makes holy those who belong to the Lord. Thanks be to God!

Order of Worship

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC "My Song is Love Unknown" arr. Gregg L. Brandon
"Near the Cross" arr. Lloyd Larson

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Preparation -
OPENING HYMN "The God of Abraham Praise" LSB 798

1. The God of Abr'ham praise, Who reigns enthroned above;
Ancient of everlasting days And God of love.
Jehovah, great | AM! By earth and heav'n confessed;
I bow and bless the sacred name Forever blest.

2. The God of Abr'ham praise, At whose supreme command
From earth | rise and seek the joys At His right hand.
I all on earth forsake, Its wisdom, fame, and pow'r,
And Him my only portion make, My shield and tow'r.

continued



8. The God who reigns on high The great archangels sing,
And "Holy, holy, holy!" cry, “"Almighty King!
Who was and is the same And evermore shall be:
Jehovah, Father, great | AM! We worship Thee!"

A 9. The whole triumphant host Give thanks to God on high.
"Hail, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost!" They ever cry.
Hail, Abr'ham’s God and mine! | join the heav'nly lays:
All might and majesty are Thine And endless praise!

INVOCATION

P}  In the name of the Father and of the *I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Psalm 121:1-2, 8

P}  From where does my help come?

My help comes from the LOrRD, who made heaven and earth.

(P}  The LorD will preserve your going out and your coming in,

from this time forth and forevermore.

Silence for meditation and reflection.

P} O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which
| have ever offended You and justly deserved Your punishment now and forever.
But | am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and | pray You of Your
boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death
of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful
being. Forgive me all my sins and grant me the power of Your Holy Spirit that | may
amend my sinful life.

)]  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you
all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ and by His authority, | therefore
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the I Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

)  May He who began this good work within you bring it to completion on the day of our

Lord Jesus Christ.
Amen.



I« Service of the Word
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SALUTATION AND PRAYER OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you.
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(P}  Letus pray. O God, You see that of ourselves we have no strength. By Your mighty power
defend us from all adversities that may happen to the body and from all evil thoughts that
may assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING

Genesis 12:1-9
(God’s call to Abraham and His promise that Abraham would become the father of a great nation)

The LORD said to Abram, "Go from your country and your kindred and your father's house to
the land that I will show you. 2And | will make of you a great nation, and | will bless you and
make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3I will bless those who bless you, and him
who dishonors you | will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed." 4So
Abram went, as the LORD had told him, and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years
old when he departed from Haran. >And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother's son,
and all their possessions that they had gathered, and the people that they had acquired in
Haran, and they set out to go to the land of Canaan. When they came to the land of Canaan,
6Abram passed through the land to the place at Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. At that time
the Canaanites were in the land. "Then the LORD appeared to Abram and said, "To your offspring



| will give this land." So he built there an altar to the LORD, who had appeared to him. 8From
there he moved to the hill country on the east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with Bethel on
the west and Ai on the east. And there he built an altar to the LORD and called upon the name
of the LORD. °And Abram journeyed on, still going toward the Negeb.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

HANDBELL ANTHEM "Jesus Paid it All" arr. Jason Krug

EPISTLE Romans 4:1-8, 13-17
(Abraham and his heirs are declared righteous by grace through faith.)

'What then shall we say was gained by Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh? 2For if
Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. 3For
what does the Scripture say? "Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as
righteousness." “Now to the one who works, his wages are not counted as a gift but as his due.
SAnd to the one who does not work but trusts him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted
as righteousness, §just as David also speaks of the blessing of the one to whom God counts
righteousness apart from works: 7"Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven, and
whose sins are covered; 8blessed is the man against whom the Lord will not count his sin." . ..
13For the promise to Abraham and his offspring that he would be heir of the world did not
come through the law but through the righteousness of faith. For if it is the adherents of the
law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. *For the law brings wrath, but
where there is no law there is no transgression. 1®That is why it depends on faith, in order that
the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his offspring—not only to the adherent
of the law but also to the one who shares the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all, 7as
it is written, "l have made you the father of many nations"—in the presence of the God in whom
he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

VERSE John 3:16

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him
should not perish but have eternal life.



HOLY GOSPEL (Except a man be born anew, he cannot enter the kingdom ofGod.) John 3:1-17
(P}  The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the third chapter.
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Glo-rv  be to  Thee, O Lord.

"Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 2This man came
to Jesus by night and said to him, "Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come from God, for
no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with him." 3Jesus answered him, "Truly,
truly, | say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God." 4Nicodemus
said to him, "How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his
mother's womb and be born?" 5Jesus answered, "Truly, truly, | say to you, unless one is born of
water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 6That which is born of the flesh is
flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7’Do not marvel that | said to you, 'You must
be born again.' 8The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know
where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit."
®Nicodemus said to him, "How can these things be?" ®Jesus answered him, "Are you the
teacher of Israel and yet you do not understand these things? "'Truly, truly, | say to you, we
speak of what we know, and bear witness to what we have seen, but you do not receive our
testimony. "If | have told you earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if |
tell you heavenly things? *No one has ascended into heaven except he who descended from
heaven, the Son of Man. And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the
Son of Man be lifted up, '>that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 1®"For God so
loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but
have eternal life. Y"For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in
order that the world might be saved through him."

P}  This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise be to Thee, O  Christ.



THIS IS WHAT WE BELIEVE Nicene Creed

| believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things
visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father
before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men
and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of
the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again
with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father
and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who
spoke by the prophets. And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, |
acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and | look for the resurrection of the
dead and the life I of the world to come. Amen.

SERMON HYMN "God Loved the World So That He Gave" LSB 571

1. God loved the world so that He gave His only Son the lost to save,
That all who would in Him believe Should everlasting life receive.

2. Christ Jesus is the ground of faith, Who was made flesh and suffered death;
All then who trust in Him alone Are built on this chief cornerstone.

3. God would not have the sinner die; His Son with saving grace is nigh;
His Spirit in the Word declares How we in Christ are heaven's heirs.

4. Be of good cheer, for God's own Son Forgives all sins which you have done;
And, justified by Jesus' blood, Your Baptism grants the highest good.

5. If you are sick, if death is near, This truth your troubled heart can cheer:
Christ Jesus saves your soul from death; That is the firmest ground of faith.

A 6. Glory to God the Father, Son, And Holy Spirit, Three in One!
To You, O blesséd Trinity, Be praise now and eternally!



SERMON "Born Again" John 3:1-17

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
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Let us come before the throne of God's grace in the name of Jesus and bid Him on behalf
of ourselves and all people as they have need.

For grace that with Abraham our father, we trust in the Lord for all things and this faith be
counted unto us as righteousness, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For grace to trust in our Baptism from above and for the Spirit to enable us to show forth
the fruits of this new life in words and works all the days of our lives, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For grace to enjoy a good government and good leaders who do what is good and right
and honorable in the sight of the Lord and for the pursuit of peace among the people in
our land and across the world, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For grace to proclaim with courage the Good News of our Lord's death and resurrection
and for the Spirit to open the hearts of those who hear that they might believe in Him
whom the Father has sent, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For grace upon every pastor and church worker that they faithfully fulfill their vocations
and for the Lord to raise up many who will follow them into the Lord's service, let us pray
to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For grace to provide for the widow and the fatherless, the single and the married, the sick
and those who suffer, the grieving and the dying, that in their need they know the comfort
of God's presence and have confidence in His mercy to supply all that they need for this
life and for eternal life, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For grace to receive with ready hearts and in repentance all the blessings of this Holy
Communion and that the body and blood of our Lord be kept in holy hearts and lives until
we receive the heavenly food on high, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For grace to enjoy the good fruits of the earth with thankful hearts, for grace to be generous
with those in need, and for grace to love our neighbors as ourselves, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Remembering faithful Abraham who was counted righteous by faith and giving thanks for
those who have gone before us with the sign of faith and now rest from their labors, we pray
You to bring us at last with them into the place of eternal light and life; through Jesus Christ,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Lord, have mercy. Amen.



OFFERING

The ushers bring forward our gifts as a response to His blessings in our lives.
Offering plates are located at the back of the sanctuary both before and after services.
Or give online using the QR code in the front of the bulletin.

PRAYER AT OFFERING

(P}  Heavenly Father, in following Your example, we offer these gifts to you today. As you have
blessed us without measure, we bring these tithes to you and pray that You would bless them
for the continuance and growth of Your kingdom. A kingdom that waits joyfully for Jesus'
return. Bless us as we offer ourselves to You in our vocations, so that we manage and use all

the gifts you have bestowed on us to Your glory.
All that | have is Yours, Lord Jesus. All that | have is You.

P)  Use then all of our gifts for works of love, mercy, witness, and unto the increase of Your glory.

Amen.

OFFERTORY (sung)

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me.

LSB 192

Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free spirit. Amen.

I« Service of the Sacrament »k

We ask that all visitors carefully read our communion statement found in the front of this
service bulletin before approaching the communion table.

PREFACE

P]  The Lord be with you.
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PROPER PREFACE

P

It is truly good, right, and for our salvation that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord,
who accomplished the salvation of mankind by the tree of the cross that, where death
arose, there life also might rise again and that the serpent who overcame by the tree of the
garden might likewise by the tree of the cross be overcome. Therefore with angels and
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name,
evermore praising You and singing:

SANCTUS (sung) Holy, Holy, Holy LSB 195

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth;
Heav'n and earth are full of Thy glory.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

P

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive,
renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and
drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from
the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His
kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You
alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD Matt. 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24, Luke 22:19-20; 1 Cor. 11:23-25

P

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had
given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: "Take, eat; this is My "1+ body,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me."

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave
it to them, saying: "Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My I+ blood,
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me."



LORD'S PRAYER Matthew 6:9-13

P]  Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray,

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

PAX DOMINI The Peace of the Lord John 20:19
P]  The peace of the Lord be with you always.
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AGNUS DEI (sung) Lamb of God LSB 198

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant us Thy peace. Amen.

DISTRIBUTION OF THE LORD'S SUPPER

The ushers will direct the congregation to the communion rail via the side aisles. When at the communion
rail, you are welcome to kneel, as you are able, or remain standing. If you have come to receive a blessing
only, please cross your arms over your chest. As the pastor/elder offers you the bread (host) please hold out
your hand to receive it. If you require a gluten-free host, please signal to the pastor/elder and take a gluten-
free host from the center of the plate. Similarly, if you require an alcohol-free alternative to the wine, please
take one of the individual cups from the center of the tray. After receiving the Lord’s Supper, please return
to your seat by the center aisle. If you are communing at your seat, please get the attention of the
pastor/communion assistant, and they will commune you there.

HANDBELL ANTHEM "Just As | Am" arr. Kevin McChesney

DISTRIBUTION HYMN "Just as | Am, without One Plea" LSB 570

1. Just as | am, without one plea But that Thy blood was shed for me
And that Thou bidd'st me come to Thee, O Lamb of God, | come, | come.

2. Just as | am and waiting not To rid my soul of one dark blot,
To Thee, whose blood can cleanse each spot, O Lamb of God, | come, | come.

3. Just as | am, though tossed about With many_a conflict, many_a doubt,
Fightings and fears within, without, O Lamb of God, | come, | come.



4. Just as | am, poor, wretched, blind; Sight, riches, healing of the mind,
Yea, all | need, in Thee to find, O Lamb of God, | come, | come.

5. Just as | am, Thou wilt receive, Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve;
Because Thy promise | believe, O Lamb of God, | come, | come.

6. Just as | am; Thy love unknown Has broken ev'ry barrier down;
Now to be Thine, yea, Thine alone, O Lamb of God, | come, | come.

NUNC DIMITTIS (sung) Song of Simeon LSB 199
Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy word,
for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the face of all people,
a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING

(P} Letus pray. Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast
to come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’'s body and blood. Keep us firm in the true faith
throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming, we may, together with
all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which has no end;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Amen.

BENEDICAMUS
P Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24-26

(P}  The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *}+ give you peace.
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A-men, a-men, a - men.



CLOSING HYMN "Jesus, Lead Thou On" LSB 718

1. Jesus, lead Thou on Till our rest is won;
And although the way be cheerless, We will follow calm and fearless.
Guide us by Thy hand To our fatherland.

2. If the way be drear, If the foe be near,
Let not faithless fears o'ertake us; Let not faith and hope forsake us;
For through many_a woe To our home we go.

3. When we seek relief From a long-felt grief,
When temptations come alluring, Make us patient and enduring.
Show us that bright shore Where we weep no more.

4. Jesus, lead Thou on Till our rest is won.
Heav'nly leader, still direct us, Still support, console, protect us,
Till we safely stand In our fatherland.

SILENT PRAYER

POSTLUDE
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