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“Anything can become a false god if it replaces God’s 

rightful place in our lives, even (and especially) the good 

things God has given us.”

Leininger,Jeffrey. Callings for Life: God's Plan, Your Purpose (p. 32). Concordia Publishing. Kindle Edition. 



“You shall have no other gods. What does this mean? 

We should fear, love, and trust in God above all things”
Small Catechism, First Commandment

Leininger,Jeffrey. Callings for Life: God's Plan, Your Purpose (p. 32). Concordia Publishing. Kindle Edition. 
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THE PAST



CASE STUDY: AARON

THE PROBLEM: LIVING UNNECESSARILY 

IN GUILT AND DISAPPOINTMENT 





CASE STUDY: REPRISTINATION 

LUTHERAN CHURCH 

THE PROBLEM: GLORIFICATION OF PAST 

- IN GUILT AND DISAPPOINTMENT 



THREE CHALLENGES WITH “REPRISTINATION”

PAST IS NEVER AS GOOD AS WE REMEMBER IT

IT’S IMPOSSIBLE TO RESTORE THE PAST

THE ATTEMPT TO RETURN TO A GLORIOUS 

PAST CAN BE IDOLATROUS
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FACING FORWARD - WORSHIPPING THE FUTURE

ANXIETY

“WHAT IF I FAIL?”

“WHAT IF TRAGEDY STRIKES?” 

“WHAT IF I FALL ON MY FACE?”



“Our eyes become fixated on the future rather 

than the One who holds the future - Christ Jesus 

Himself.”

Leininger,Jeffrey. Callings for Life: God's Plan, Your Purpose (p. 37). Concordia Publishing. Kindle Edition. 



MATTHEW 6:25-35



MATTHEW 6:25-34



FACING FORWARD - WORSHIPPING THE FUTURE

SINGULAR QUEST`

CAN LEAD TO NEGLECT IN THE “MULTITUDE 

OF OPPORTUNITIES FOR LOVE AND SERVICE 

GOD IS CURRENTLY PLACING BEFORE US”



FACING FORWARD - WORSHIPPING THE FUTURE

ANXIETY

“WHAT IF I FAIL?”

“WHAT IF TRAGEDY STRIKES?” 

“WHAT IF I FALL ON MY FACE?”
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“Martin Luther’s redefinition of vocation - which 

applied the concept to all good and godly work, 

relationships, and positions - has a remarkable 

emphasis on the present”

Leininger,Jeffrey. Callings for Life: God's Plan, Your Purpose (p. 37). Concordia Publishing. Kindle Edition. 
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THE PRESENT

• MOST OF OUR CALLINGS ARE UNFOLDING 

RIGHT NOW



“GOD BESTOWS COUNTLESS BLESSINGS UPON 

THOSE WHO LIVE PRESENT-TENSE LIVES”:
•

•

•

•



“THE PAST DOESN’T MATTER” 

“WE SHOULDN’T THINK ABOUT OUR FUTURE”

“THE PRESENT CANNOT BE IDOLIZED”

WHAT LEININGER IS NOT SAYING: 
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OUR BAPTISMAL IDENTITY



“Holy Baptism is the essential and foundational calling of every 

Christian. It is the source from which all other Godly vocations 

spring...”

Leininger,Jeffrey. Callings for Life: God's Plan, Your Purpose (p. 50). Concordia Publishing. Kindle Edition. 



“These two parts, (A) to be sunk under the water and (b) drawn 

out again, signify Baptism’s power and work. It is nothing other 

than putting to death the old Adam and affecting the new man’s 

resurrection... Both of these things mus take place in us all our 

lives” - Large Catechism, Part 4, Paragraph 65

Leininger,Jeffrey. Callings for Life: God's Plan, Your Purpose (p. 550. Concordia Publishing. Kindle Edition. 



OUR BAPTISMAL CALLING IS...



OUR BAPTISMAL CALLING IS...



OUR BAPTISMAL CALLING IS...



OUR BAPTISMAL CALLING IS...



A PRAYER: 

“Make me present in Your presence, O God. Turn my 

untrusting eyes away from the gods of my past, 

which shackle me by shame and guilt. Refocus my 

sight not upon faithless fears of the future, but 

solely upon the work of Christ Jesus, whose wounds 

alone make all things new....



A PRAYER, continued: 

By your Spirit, give me new eyes that behod in those 

placed on my path a calling of love and service. 

Through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.”
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