Welcome!

FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

Sunday, April 26, 2026 - 8:30am

To Our Guests: We are honored that you have chosen to worship with us today! Please stop by our Welcome Desk
for more information about all our ministries. Please read below for more information about worshiping with us.

We love children at Christ Our Savior. Parents are encouraged to sit in the front pews so young children
can see what is happening during worship. A nursery for children, infant to 3 yrs, and a family lounge off the

Advent Lobby are available for those who prefer these areas. Ask an usher for directions.

Joyful Giving Opportunities: The offering plates are located at the back of the sanctuary.
You are welcome to place your offering there before and after the worship services. Or give online!

Click on the QR code to the right. —

Please check in with the Friendship Pad or Online. Remove the Friendship pad from the
hymn rack on the center aisle and fill out your information. Take note of the people sitting
around you — welcome each other by name! Or check in online by clicking here: —

We welcome guests to Sunday School and Bible classes, from 9:45 am.-10:45 a.m.

Summer Sunday School Lead by: Where:
Pre K thru Kindergarten Room 15
1t thru 3 grade Room 8
4% thru 6 grade Room 10
7t thru 8t grade Room 12
High School Youth Youth Room
Adult Bible Studies
The Art of Parenting Josh Kittleman Gym
Phil Krauss and
Prayer Pastor Davenport Rooms 1-2
Nicene Creed Pastor Joel Rooms 3-4
Lutheran Foundations Vicar Fritz and Pastor Davenport Rooms 5-6
Bethel: The New Testament Judy Mayle Gethsemane Chapel




AS WE GATHER

One of the longest lasting of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World was the Pharos Lighthouse
that was constructed at the entry of the harbor of Alexandria, Egypt, in the third century BC.
Although weakened by a series of earthquakes, it remained standing in part until AD 1480. Initially,
its source of light was the brightness of the sun reflected in a great mirror by day and the flames of
a great wood fire reflected by the same mirror at night. The gradual disintegration of the tower,
initially some 330 feet in height, finally extinguished its light. As He spoke with His disciples, Jesus
described Himself as the light that never will be extinguished. John reports: "Again Jesus spoke to
them, saying, 'l am the light of the world. Whoever follows Me will not walk in darkness, but will
have the light of life™ ¢ohn 8:72). On our journey through this dark world, we are blessed to have the
light of Christ as our unfailing guide. It truly is the light no darkness can overcome.

Order of Worship

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC Matt Fremder

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

I« Preparation -+

OPENING HYMN "Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain" LSB 487

1. Come, you faithful, raise the strain Of triumphant gladness!
God has brought His Israel Into joy from sadness,
Loosed from Pharaoh'’s bitter yoke Jacob's sons and daughters,
Led them with unmoistened foot Through the Red Sea waters.

2. 'Tis the spring of souls today: Christ has burst His prison
And from three days' sleep in death As a sun has risen;
All the winter of our sins, Long and dark, is flying
From His light, to whom is giv'n Laud and praise undying.

3. Now the queen of seasons, bright With the day of splendor,
With the royal feast of feasts Comes its joy to render;
Comes to gladden faithful hearts Which with true affection
Welcome in unwearied strain Jesus' resurrection!

4. For today among His own Christ appeared, bestowing
His deep peace, which evermore Passes human knowing.

Neither could the gates of death Nor the tomb's dark portal
Nor the watchers nor the seal Hold Him as a mortal.

continued




5. Alleluia! Now we cry To our King immortal,
Who, triumphant, burst the bars Of the tomb's dark portal.
Come, you faithful, raise the strain Of triumphant gladness!
God has brought His Israel Into joy from sadness!

INVOCATION
P}  Inthe name of the Father and of the I« Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 16:1-2, 5-6, 9, 11
P]  Preserve me, O God, forin You | take refuge.
| say to the LORD, "You are my Lord; | have no good apart from You."
]  The LoRD is my chosen portion and my cup; You hold my lot.
The lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; indeed, | have a beautiful inheritance.
(P}  Therefore my heart is glad, and my whole being rejoices; my flesh also dwells secure.
You make known to me the path of life; in Your presence there is fullness of joy; at
Your right hand are pleasures forevermore.
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Psalm 85:1-2, 7
P}  LoRD, You were favorable to Your land;
You restored the fortunes of Jacob.
)  You forgave the iniquity of Your people;
You covered all their sin.
P Show us Your steadfast love, O LORD,
and grant us Your salvation.
(P}  Let us then confess our sins unto our gracious Lord.
Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, mighty Judge of all people, we admit

and confess our sinfulness. We have not lived up to our calling as Your peaceable
people. We have not extended ourselves to bring Your peace in our homes, our
neighborhoods, and our communities. We have not done the good You demand and
have not been the people You would have us be. We do repent and are truly sorry for
our sins in thought, word, and deed. Have mercy on us, merciful Father, for the sake of
Jesus Christ, Your Son. Forgive us all that needs Your forgiving grace and with the
power of the Holy Spirit direct us to serve You faithfully all our days, through Jesus
Christ, our Lord.



KYRIE

God has promised His merciful forgiveness to those who repent of their sins and turn to Him
in confession. He will revive them and speak peace to His people. In His stead and by His
command, therefore, | forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the "I+ Son
and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

God keep you in His grace by the Holy Spirit, lead you in ways of peace and joy, and finally
bring you to live with Him forever, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

I« Service of the Word -

Lord, Have Mercy LSB 152

In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity
of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
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A - men.




THIS IS THE FEAST (sung) LSB 155
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are His.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign. Alleluia.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P}  Let us pray. Almighty God, merciful Father, since You have wakened from death the
Shepherd of Your sheep, grant us Your Holy Spirit that when we hear the voice of our
Shepherd we may know Him who calls us each by name and follow where He leads; through
the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Amen.

FIRST READING (The life of the first Christians includes learning and fellowship.) Acts 2:42-47

42They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and
the prayers. ¥*And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were being done
through the apostles. *And all who believed were together and had all things in common. 4°*And
they were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any
had need. “And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes,
they received their food with glad and generous hearts, 4’praising God and having favor with all
the people. And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

ANTHEM "Thanks Be to Thee" G.F. Handel

Thanks be to Thee. Thanks be to Thee. Thou hast chosen people led, Israel forth through the sea. Thanks be
to Thee. Thanks be to Thee. Thou hast thou chosen people led. Like as a shepherd hast thou led. Like as a
shepherd hast thou led them, Lord, Thy hand shielded them in Thy great goodness unto the end. Thanks be
to Thee. Thanks be to Thee. Thou hast thou chosen people led. Israel forth through the sea. Thou hast thou
chosen people led, Like as a shepherd hast thou led.



EPISTLE (Christ, who suffered for us, sets an example for us.) 1 Peter 2:19-25

9This is a gracious thing, when, mindful of God, one endures sorrows while suffering unjustly.
20For what credit is it if, when you sin and are beaten for it, you endure? But if when you do good
and suffer for it you endure, this is a gracious thing in the sight of God. 2'For to this you have
been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you might
follow in his steps. 22He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his mouth. 2*When he was
reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but continued entrusting
himself to him who judges justly. 2He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might
die to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed. 2*For you were straying
like sheep, but have now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

ALLELUIA AND VERSE John 6:68
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words of e-ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.
HOLY GOSPEL (Jesus says He is the gate of the sheep.) John 10:1-10

P)  The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the tenth chapter.
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Glo - ry to You, O Lord.

1lJesus said:] "Truly, truly, | say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold by the door but
climbs in by another way, that man is a thief and a robber. 2But he who enters by the door is
the shepherd of the sheep. 3To him the gatekeeper opens. The sheep hear his voice, and he
calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. “When he has brought out all his own, he
goes before them, and the sheep follow him, for they know his voice. *A stranger they will not
follow, but they will flee from him, for they do not know the voice of strangers." éThis figure of
speech Jesus used with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to them. 7So
Jesus again said to them, "Truly, truly, | say to you, | am the door of the sheep. 8All who came



before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. °I am the door. If
anyone enters by me, he will be saved and will go in and out and find pasture. 1°The thief comes
only to steal and kill and destroy. | came that they may have life and have it abundantly."

(P}  This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O Christ.

SERMON HYMN "The King of Love My Shepherd Is"

SERMON

1.

The King of love my shepherd is, Whose goodness faileth never;
I nothing lack if | am His And He is mine forever.

. Where streams of living water flow, My ransomed soul He leadeth
And, where the verdant pastures grow, With food celestial feedeth.

. Perverse and foolish oft | strayed, But yet in love He sought me

And on His shoulder gently laid And home rejoicing brought me.

. In death’s dark vale I fear no ill With Thee, dear Lord, beside me,

Thy rod and staff my comfort still, Thy cross before to guide me.

. Thou spreadst a table in my sight; Thine unction grace bestoweth;

And, oh, what transport of delight From Thy pure chalice floweth!

. And so through all the length of days Thy goodness faileth never;

Good Shepherd, may I sing Thy praise Within Thy house forever!

"My Cup Overflows"

Psalm 23 - The Lord Is My Shepherd

The Lord is my shepherd; | shall not want.

He makes me lie down in green pastures. He leads me beside still waters.

He restores my soul. He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name's sake.

Even though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death, | will fear no evil, for you are with
me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.

You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;

my cup overflows.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall dwell in the house
of the Lord forever.

LSB 709

John 10:10b

you anoint my head with oil;



CREED “In God We Believe"

1. In God we believe: the Creator whose pow'r
In mercy has brought us for worship this hour.
He graciously grants us our years and our days
And blesses with kindness our work and our ways.

2. In Jesus, the Savior, our hope is secured.
True God and true man once the cross He endured
To grant our lives wholeness, forgiveness of sin.
With hearts freed from guilt, we know true peace within.

3. God's Spirit at work in our lives we confess;
With power and truth the Church now He does bless.
As saints, God's forgiven, one day we shall then
Be living in glory forever. Amen.

Text: © 1991 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: Creative Worship License no. 110002622

OFFERING
The ushers bring forward our gifts as a response to His blessings in our lives.
Offering plates are located at the back of the sanctuary both before and after services.
Or give online using the QR code in the front of the bulletin.

PRAYER AT OFFERING

(P}  Heavenly Father, in following Your example, we offer these gifts to you today. As you have
blessed us without measure, we bring these tithes to you and pray that You would bless them
for the continuance and growth of Your kingdom. A kingdom that waits joyfully for Jesus' return.
Bless us as we offer ourselves to You in our vocations, so that we manage and use all the gifts
you have bestowed on us to Your glory.

All that I have is Yours, Lord Jesus. All that I have is You.

P)  Use then all of our gifts for works of love, mercy, witness, and unto the increase of Your glory.

Amen.

OFFERTORY Psalm 116:12-13, 17-19
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call on the name of the Lord. I will take the cup of sal-

7



vows to the Lord nowin the pres-ence of all His peo-ple, in the
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courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Je - ru-sa-lem.
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P}  Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, our blessed Shepherd, and for all

i o)

e @

M@

M@

people according to their needs: We pray for the whole church, that through it, the
goodness of God be shared and the Good News of salvation joyfully be proclaimed
throughout all the world. Gracious Shepherd,

hear our prayer.

We pray for those who are in need, assured of the Shepherd's care for all His sheep. Give
us hearts to seek to meet the needs of those who travel with us through life as we are led
by our Good Shepherd day by day. Merciful Shepherd,

hear our prayer.

We pray for the nations of the world, asking that still waters of peace flow around the globe
and that there be goodness and kindness among all peoples. Loving Shepherd,

hear our prayer.

We pray for our families and everyone in them. Grant that together we follow the Good
Shepherd as one flock in which all dwell in love and unity. Gentle Shepherd,

hear our prayer.

We pray for those whose tables are set in difficult or challenging places, whose lives know
want or discord or sadness or continuing illness. Gently guide them with Your rod and staff,
Good Shepherd, and keep them ever with You. Caring Shepherd,

hear our prayer.

With gratefulness we remember those who already dwell in the eternal house of the Lord
forever. Inspire us to pass throughout our earthly journeys with faith and with hope as we
heed the voice of our Good Shepherd and follow in His ways. Eternal Shepherd,

hear our prayer. Amen.



LORD'S PRAYER Matthew 6:9-13

P}  Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray,

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever
and ever. Amen.

BENEDICAMUS

(P) Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24-26

P}  The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *}+ give you peace.
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A - men.

CLOSING HYMN “Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me" LSB 722

1. Lord, take my hand and lead me Upon life's way;
Direct, protect, and feed me From day to day.
Without Your grace and favor | go astray;

So take my hand, O Savior, And lead the way.

2. Lord, when the tempest rages, | need not fear,
For You, the Rock of Ages, Are always near.
Close by Your side abiding, | fear no foe,

For when Your hand is guiding, In peace | go.

3. Lord, when the shadows lengthen And night has come,
I know that You will strengthen My steps toward home.
Then nothing can impede me, O blesséd Friend;

So take my hand and lead me Unto the end.

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002622



SILENT PRAYER

POSTLUDE

Tt

ALTAR FLOWERS ARE GIVEN TO THE GLORY OF GOD:
By Chip and Carrie Douglas, in loving memory of nephews, Alex & Zach.
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