A Study of
Nehemiah

Answering the Critics

Text: Nehemiah 4:1-6
But it came to pass, that when Sanballat heard that we builded the
wall, he was wroth, and took great indignation, and mocked the Jews.
And he spake before his brethren and the army of Samaria, and said,
What do these feeble Jews? will they fortify themselves? will they
sacrifice? will they make an end in a day? will they revive the stones
out of the heaps of the rubbish which are burned? Now Tobiah the
Ammonite was by him, and he said, Even that which they build, if a fox
go up, he shall even break down their stone wall. Hear, O our God; for
we are despised: and turn their reproach upon their own head, and
give them for a prey in the land of captivity: And cover not their
iniquity, and let not their sin be blotted out from before thee: for they
have provoked thee to anger before the builders. So built we the wall;
and all the wall was joined together unto the half thereof: for the
people had a mind to work.
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Answering the Critics

Introduction:

Hebrews 11:36 And others had trial of cruel mockings and scourgings,
yea, moreover of bonds and imprisonment:

Quote: Gerald Bilkes — “Rather than issuing an all-out assault on us,
which we might more easily recognize, Satan tries to intimidate us
psychologically and spiritually. This effective weapon is often
successful in immobilizing believers.”

Answer in

Quote: G.K. Chesterton — “The Bible tells us to love our
neighbors, and also to love our enemies; probably because
they are generally the same people.”

Luke 6:27-33 But | say unto you which hear, Love your enemies, do
good to them which hate you, Bless them that curse you, and pray
for them which despitefully use you. And unto him that smiteth thee
on the one cheek offer also the other; and him that taketh away thy
cloke forbid not to take thy coat also. -- Give to every man that
asketh of thee; and of him that taketh away thy goods ask them not
again. And as ye would that men should do to you, do ye also to
them likewise. For if ye love them which love you, what thank have
ye? for sinners also love those that love them. And if ye do good to
them which do good to you, what thank have ye? for sinners also do
even the same.

Answer by

James 1:2-5 My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into
divers temptations; Knowing this, that the trying of your faith
worketh patience. But let patience have her perfect work, that
ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing. -- If any of you
lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men
liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him.

Il. Answer with

Quote: “The best way to answer your critics is to finish your
task.”

2 Timothy 1:11-14 Whereunto | am appointed a preacher, and an
apostle, and a teacher of the Gentiles. For the which cause | also
suffer these things: nevertheless | am not ashamed: for | know
whom | have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep
that which | have committed unto him against that day. Hold fast
the form of sound words, which thou hast heard of me, in faith and
love which is in Christ Jesus. That good thing which was committed
unto thee keep by the Holy Ghost which dwelleth in us.

2 Timothy 3:10-14 But thou hast fully known my doctrine, manner of
life, purpose, faith, longsuffering, charity, patience, Persecutions,
afflictions, which came unto me at Antioch, at Iconium, at Lystra;
what persecutions | endured: but out of them all the Lord delivered
me. Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer
persecution. But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse,
deceiving, and being deceived. But continue thou in the things which
thou hast learned and hast been assured of, knowing of whom thou
hast learned them;

Conclusion:

Psalm 2:1-4 Why do the heathen rage, and the people imagine a vain
thing? The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take
counsel together, against the LORD, and against his anointed, saying,
Let us break their bands asunder, and cast away their cords from us.
He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: the Lord shall have them in
derision.

Proverbs 1:25-26 But ye have set at nought all my counsel, and would
none of my reproof: | also will laugh at your calamity; | will mock
when your fear cometh;



