1 Thessalonians 5:12-15 And we beseech you, brethren, to know
them which labour among you, and are over you in the Lord, and
admonish you; And to esteem them very highly in love for their
work's sake. And be at peace among yourselves. Now we exhort
you, brethren, warn them that are unruly, comfort the
feebleminded, support the weak, be patient toward all men. See
that none render evil for evil unto any man; but ever follow that
which is good, both among yourselves, and to all men.

A Future of 4:1

Quote: Ronald Reagan — “Within the covers of the Bible are the
answers for all the problems men face.”

Philippians 2:16 Holding forth the word of life; that | may rejoice in the
day of Christ, that | have not run in vain, neither laboured in vain.

Jude 1:3 Beloved, when | gave all diligence to write unto you of the
common salvation, it was needful for me to write unto you, and exhort
you that ye should earnestly contend for the faith which was once
delivered unto the saints.

A.

For

2 Peter 1:8-10 For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you
that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our
Lord Jesus Christ. But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot
see afar off, and hath forgotten that he was purged from his old sins.
Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and
election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall:

For

Psalm 33:12 Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD; and the
people whom he hath chosen for his own inheritance.

Quote: Alexis de Toqueville (after visiting America in n1831) — “I/ sought for
the greatness and genius of America in her commodious harbors and her
ample rivers, and it was not there; in her fertile fields and boundless prairies,
and it was not there; in her rich mines and her vast world commerce, and it
was not there. Not until | went to the churches of America and heard her
pulpits aflame with righteousness did | understand the secret of her genius and
power. America is great because she is good, and if America ever ceases to be
good, America will cease to be great.”

See also, Romans 13:11-12 and Matthew 5:13-16
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The Church is Essential

Text: 1 Timothy 3:14-16
These things write | unto thee, hoping to come unto thee shortly: But if
I tarry long, that thou mayest know how thou oughtest to behave
thyself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the
pillar and ground of the truth. And without controversy great is the
mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the
Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the
world, received up into glory.
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The Church is Essential

Introduction:

The Furtherance of the

Acts 2:41-42 Then they that gladly received his word were baptized:
and the same day there were added unto them about three
thousand souls. And they continued stedfastly in the apostles'
doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers.

A. The Church’s

B. The Church’s

vs. 15

We gather.

Hebrews 10:24-25 And let us consider one another to provoke
unto love and to good works: Not forsaking the assembling of
ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one
another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.

We glorify.

Psalm 95:1-3 O come, let us sing unto the LORD: let us make a
joyful noise to the rock of our salvation. Let us come before his
presence with thanksgiving, and make a joyful noise unto him
with psalms. For the LORD is a great God, and a great King
above all gods.

We give.

1 Corinthians 16:1-2 Now concerning the collection for the
saints, as | have given order to the churches of Galatia, even so
do ye. Upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay by
him in store, as God hath prospered him, that there be no
gatherings when | come.

1 Peter 4:10 As every man hath received the gift, even so
minister the same one to another, as good stewards of the
manifold grace of God.

vs.16

Colossians 1:14-15 In whom we have redemption through his
blood, even the forgiveness of sins: Who is the image of the
invisible God, the firstborn of every creature:

1 Corinthians 1:21-24 For after that in the wisdom of God the world
by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the foolishness of
preaching to save them that believe. For the Jews require a sign,
and the Greeks seek after wisdom: But we preach Christ crucified,
unto the Jews a stumblingblock, and unto the Greeks foolishness;
But unto them which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the
power of God, and the wisdom of God.

Quote: Charles Spurgeon — “The preaching of Christ is the whip that
flogs the devil. The preaching of Christ is the thunderbolt, the sound
that makes all hell tremble.”

The Fortitude of the

Acts 16:1 Then came he to Derbe and Lystra: and, behold, a certain
disciple was there, named Timotheus, the son of a certain woman,
which was a Jewess, and believed; but his father was a Greek:

2 Timothy 1:5 When I call to remembrance the unfeigned faith that is in
thee, which dwelt first in thy grandmother Lois, and thy mother Eunice;
and | am persuaded that in thee also.

2 Timothy 3:15 And that from a child thou hast known the holy
scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through
faith which is in Christ Jesus.

A. APlaceto

See Ephesians 4:11-15

B. APlaceto

Colossians 2:7 Rooted and built up in him, and stablished in the
faith, as ye have been taught, abounding therein with thanksgiving.

Ephesians 3:16-19 That he would grant you, according to the riches
of his glory, to be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner
man; That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being
rooted and grounded in love, May be able to comprehend with all
saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height; And
to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might
be filled with all the fulness of God.

C. APlace for




