Part 1: Doctrine of God’s Word
What is God’s Word?
1. Jesus Christ
2. God’s word spoken to people
3. God’s word spoken though prophets
4. God’s Written World (Scripture/Bible)

“Of all the forms of the Word of God, the focus of our study in
systematic theology is God’s Word in written form, that is, the
Bible. This is the form of God’s Word that is available for study,
for public inspection, for repeated examination, and as a basis
for mutual discussion. It tells us about and points us to the Word
of God as a person, namely Jesus Christ, whom we do not now
have present in bodily form on earth. Thus, we are no longer
able to observe and imitate his life and teachings firsthand.” –
Wayne Grudem. Systematic Theology

The Attributes of Scripture:

1. The authority of Scripture
Are the Old Testament Scriptures really to be taken as God’s word?
2 Timothy 3:12-17
12 Indeed, all who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus
will be persecuted, 13 while evil people and impostors will
go on from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived. 14
But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have
firmly believed, knowing from whom you learned it 15 and
how from childhood you have been acquainted with the
sacred writings, which are able to make you wise for
salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is
breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for
reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, 17
that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every
good work.

2 Peter 1:16-21
16 For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we
made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17 For
when he received honor and glory from God the Father, and
the voice was borne to him by the Majestic Glory, “This is
my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased,” 18 we
ourselves heard this very voice borne from heaven, for we
were with him on the holy mountain. 19 And we have the
prophetic word more fully confirmed, to which you will do
well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place,
until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your
hearts, 20 knowing this first of all, that no prophecy of
Scripture comes from someone's own interpretation. 21 For
no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but
men spoke from God as they were carried along by the
Holy Spirit.

Matthew 4:3-4
3 …the tempter came and said to [Jesus], “If you are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.” 4
But he answered, “It is written,
“‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’”

Are the New Testament Scriptures really to be taken as God’s word?
1 Timothy 5
17 Let the elders who rule well be considered worthy of double
honor, especially those who labor in preaching and teaching. 18 For
the Scripture says, “You shall not muzzle an ox when it treads out
the grain,” and, “The laborer deserves his wages.”

1 Corinthians 14:37-38 – Paul teaching on order in the church.
37 If anyone thinks that he is a prophet, or spiritual, he should
acknowledge that the things I am writing to you are a command of
the Lord. 38 If anyone does not recognize this, he is not recognized.

Deuteronomy 25:4
“You shall not muzzle an ox when it is treading out the grain.
Luke 10:7 (Also Mt 10:10)
7 And remain in the same house, eating and drinking what they
provide, for the laborer deserves his wages. Do not go from house
to house.
2 Peter 3:15-17
15 And count the patience of our Lord as salvation, just as our
beloved brother Paul also wrote to you according to the wisdom
given him, 16 as he does in all his letters when he speaks in them of
these matters. There are some things in them that are hard to
understand, which the ignorant and unstable twist to their own
destruction, as they do the other Scriptures. 17 You therefore,
beloved, knowing this beforehand, take care that you are not
carried away with the error of lawless people and lose your own
stability.

One Common Objection to Paul:

1 Corinthians 7:10-11
10 To the married I give this charge (not I, but the Lord): the wife
should not separate from her husband 11 (but if she does, she
should remain unmarried or else be reconciled to her husband), and
the husband should not divorce his wife.

1 Corinthians 7:12013
12 To the rest I say (I, not the Lord) that if any brother has a wife
who is an unbeliever, and she consents to live with him, he should
not divorce her. 13 If any woman has a husband who is an
unbeliever, and he consents to live with her, she should not divorce
him.

1 Corinthians 7:2
25 Now concerning the betrothed, I have no command from the Lord, but I give my judgment as one who by the Lord's
mercy is trustworthy.

The authority of Jesus teaching continued by the Spirit through the Apostles:
John 14:25-26
25 “These things I have spoken to you while I am still with you. 26
But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my
name, he will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance
all that I have said to you.

The Spirit’s affirmation of the Scripture to us:

John 16:12-14
12 “I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them
now. 13 When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all
the truth, for he will not speak on his own authority, but whatever
he hears he will speak, and he will declare to you the things that are
to come. 14 He will glorify me, for he will take what is mine and
declare it to you.

John 10:25-28
25 Jesus answered them, “I told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in my Father's name bear witness about me, 26 but
you do not believe because you are not among my sheep. 27 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me. 28 I
give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand.

2. The clarity of Scripture

3. The necessity of Scripture
God’s general revelation.

Romans 1:18-20
18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness
suppress the truth. 19 For what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to them. 20 For his invisible
attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things
that have been made. So they are without excuse.
Psalm 19
1-6
The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the
work of his hands. 2 Day after day they pour forth speech; night
after night they reveal knowledge. 3 They have no speech, they
use no words; no sound is heard from them. 4 Yet their voice
goes out into all the earth, their words to the ends of the world.
In the heavens God has pitched a tent for the sun. 5 It is like a
bridegroom coming out of his chamber, like a champion rejoicing
to run his course. 6 It rises at one end of the heavens and makes
its circuit to the other; nothing is deprived of its warmth.

7-14
The law of the Lord is perfect, refreshing the soul. The statutes of
the Lord are trustworthy, making wise the simple. 8 The precepts
of the Lord are right, giving joy to the heart. The commands of
the Lord are radiant, giving light to the eyes. 9 The fear of the
Lord is pure, enduring forever. The decrees of the Lord are firm,
and all of them are righteous. 10 They are more precious than
gold, than much pure gold; they are sweeter than honey, than
honey from the honeycomb. 11 By them your servant is warned;
in keeping them there is great reward. 12 But who can discern
their own errors? Forgive my hidden faults. 13 Keep your servant
also from willful sins; may they not rule over me. Then I will be
blameless, innocent of great transgression. 14 May these words
of my mouth and this meditation of my heart be pleasing in your
sight, Lord, my Rock and my Redeemer.

God’s specific revelation.

Romans 10:13-17
13 For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”
14 How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard?
And how are they to hear without someone preaching? 15 And how are they to preach unless they are sent? As it is written, “How
beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!” 16 But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has
believed what he has heard from us?” 17 So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.

4. The sufficiency of Scripture.
1 Timothy 3: 14-17
14 But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed, knowing from whom you learned it 15 and how from childhood
you have been acquainted with the sacred writings, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture
is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be
complete, equipped for every good work.
1 John 4:1-6
Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, for many false prophets have gone out into the
world. 2 By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, 3 and every spirit that
does not confess Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you heard was coming and now is in the world already. 4 Little
children, you are from God and have overcome them, for he who is in you is greater than he who is in the world. 5 They are from the world;
therefore they speak from the world, and the world listens to them. 6 We are from God. Whoever knows God listens to us; whoever is not
from God does not listen to us. By this we know the Spirit of truth and the spirit of error.
2 Corinthians 11:13-15
13 For such people are false apostles, deceitful workers, masquerading as apostles of Christ. 14 And no wonder, for Satan himself masquerades
as an angel of light. 15 It is not surprising, then, if his servants also masquerade as servants of righteousness. Their end will be what their
actions deserve.
Galatians 1:8
But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach a gospel other than the one we preached to you, let them be under God’s curse!
Deuteronomy 4:2
“You shall not add to the word which I command you, nor take from it; that you may keep the commandments of the LORD your God which I
command you”
Revelation 22:18–19
I warn every one who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: if any one adds to them, God will add to him the plagues described in this
book, and if any one takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God will take away his share in the tree of life and in the holy city,
which are described in this book.

Part 2: Interpretation of God’s Word
Acts 17:10-12
10 The brothers immediately sent Paul and Silas away by night to Berea, and when they arrived they went into the Jewish synagogue. 11 Now
these Jews were more noble than those in Thessalonica; they received the word with all eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily to see if
these things were so. 12 Many of them therefore believed, with not a few Greek women of high standing as well as men.

1. Proper presuppositions:
a. Scripture is Authoritative & Inerrant
b. Scripture is Congruent
c. Scripture’s obscure passage should be understood in light of the clear passages
2. Helpful Elements of Interpretation
a. Survey
b. Contextual Analysis
c. Formal Analysis
d. Detailed Analysis
e. Synthesis
f. Reflection
3. Helpful Tools for Interpretation.
a. Bible Translations
b. ESV Study Bible
c. Bible Concordances
d. Bible Dictionaries
e. Bible Atlases
f. Bible Commentaries
g. Parallel and Interlinear Bibles
h. Online Resources

