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1. God’s Vines - fruit is the knowledge of God.
A. Israel was His Vine

Isaiah 5:1-7 Now let me sing to my Well-beloved A song of my Beloved
regarding His vineyard: My Well-beloved has a vineyard On a very fruitful hill.
2 He dug it up and cleared out its stones, And planted it with the choicest vine.
He built a tower in its midst, And also made a winepress in it; So He expected it
to bring forth good grapes, But it brought forth wild grapes. 3 “And now, O
inhabitants of Jerusalem and men of Judah, Judge, please, between Me and My
vineyard. 4 What more could have been done to My vineyard That I have not
done in it? Why then, when I expected it to bring forth good grapes, Did it bring
forth wild grapes? 5 And now, please let Me tell you what I will do to My
vineyard: I will take away its hedge, and it shall be burned; And break down its
wall, and it shall be trampled down. 6 I will lay it waste; It shall not be pruned
or dug, But there shall come up briers and thorns. I will also command the
clouds That they rain no rain on it.” 7 For the vineyard of the Lord of hosts is the
house of Israel, And the men of Judah are His pleasant plant. He looked for
justice, but behold, oppression; For righteousness, but behold, a cry for help.
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Psalm 80:8-13 You have brought a vine out of Egypt; You have cast out the
nations, and planted it. 9 You prepared room for it, And caused it to take deep
root, And it filled the land. 10 The hills were covered with its shadow, And the
mighty cedars with its boughs. 11 She sent out her boughs to the Sea, And her
branches to the River. 12 Why have You broken down her hedges, So that all who
pass by the way pluck her fruit? 13 The boar out of the woods uproots it, And the
wild beast of the field devours it.

B. Jesus was the True Vine revealing God

Hebrews 1:1-3 God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in time
past to the fathers by the prophets, 2 has in these last days spoken to us by His
Son, whom He has appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the
worlds; 3 who being the brightness of His glory and the express image of His
person, and upholding all things by the word of His power, when He had by
Himself purged our sins, sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high,

John 1:18 No one has seen God at any time. The only begotten Son, who is in
the bosom of the Father, He has declared Him.

John 14:9 Fesus said to him, “Have I been with you so long, and yet you have
not known Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father; so how can you

say, ‘Show us the Father’?

C. True Disciples are the fruitful branches.

D. Various fruit disciples produce - Spiritual fruit.
1. Character traits

Galatians 5:22-23 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control.

Against such there is no law.
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2. Praise

Hebrews 13:15 Therefore by Him let us continually offer the sacrifice of
praise to God, that is, the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to His name.

3. Fruitful labor/Evangelism&Discipleship

Philippians 1:21-22 For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain.
22 But if I live on in the flesh, this will mean fruit from my labor; yet

what I shall choose I cannot tell.
2. Parable of the Vine and Branches
A. Some surface observations.

John 15:1-8 “T am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. 2 Every
branch in Me that does not bear fruit He takes away; and every branch that
bears fruit He prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 3 You are already clean
because of the word which I have spoken to you. 4 Abide in Me, and I in you. As
the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can
you, unless you abide in Me. 5 “T am the vine, you are the branches. He who
abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing.
6 If anyone does not abide in Me, he is cast out as a branch and is withered; and
they gather them and throw them into the fire, and they are burned. 7 If you
abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it
shall be done for you. 8 By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit;
so you will be My disciples.

B. Transition from Believer to Disciple

John 8:30-32 As He spoke these words, many believed in Him. 31 Then Jesus
said to those Jews who believed Him, “If you abide in My word, you are My
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disciples indeed. 32 And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you

free.”

C. Purpose of the branch is to bear fruit.

John 15:2 Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit He takes away; and every

branch that bears fruit He prunes, that it may bear more fruit.

Colossians 1:9-10 For this reason we also, since the day we heard it, do not
cease to pray for you, and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of
His will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; 10 that you may walk
worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in every good work and
increasing in the knowledge of God;

Matthew 13:22-23 Now he who received seed among the thorns is he who hears
the word, and the cares of this world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the
word, and he becomes unfruitful. 23 But he who received seed on the good
ground is he who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and

produces: some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.”

Romans 7:4 Therefore, my brethren, you also have become dead to the law
through the body of Christ, that you may be married to another—to Him who
was raised from the dead, that we should bear fruit to God.

D. Branch is dependent on the Vine.

John 15:4 Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself,

unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me.
E. Fruit grows by abiding/remaining in the Vine.

John 15:2 Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit He takes away; and every

branch that bears fruit He prunes, that it may bear more fruit.
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F. Various degrees of fruitfulness - bears fruit, more fruit, much fruit.

John 15:2 Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit He takes away; and every

branch that bears fruit He prunes, that it may bear more fruit.

John 15:8 By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit; so you will
be My disciples.

3. Journey to Fruitfulness
A. Connection - Every branch in Me. Personal relationship thru the Spirit

John 15:1-2 “T am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. 2 Every
branch in Me that does not bear fruit He takes away; and every branch that

bears fruit He prunes, that it may bear more fruit.
1. We are in union with Christ thru New Birth.

1 Corinthians 6:17 But he who is joined to the Lord is one spirit with Him.

2. Anointing within is the Life of Christ.

1 John 2:27 But the anointing which you have received from Him abides in
you, and you do not need that anyone teach you; but as the same anointing
teaches you concerning all things, and is true, and is not a lie, and just as it

has taught you, you will abide in Him.
3. We remain in fellowship with Him thru obedience.

1 John 2:3-6 Now by this we know that we know Him, if we keep His
commandments. 4 He who says, “T know Him,” and does not keep His
commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him. 5 But whoever keeps

His word, truly the love of God is perfected in him. By this we know that we
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are in Him. 6 He who says he abides in Him ought himself also to walk just
as He walked.

B. Consecration - clean by the Word, clean heart and mind. Purge or Pruned.

John 15:2-3 Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit He takes away; and every
branch that bears fruit He prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 3 You are already

clean because of the word which I have spoken to you.
1. Cleanse ourselves.

2 Corinthians 7:1-2 Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us
cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness
in the fear of God. 2 Open your hearts to us. We have wronged no one, we

have corrupted no one, we have cheated no one.

Psalm 119:9 How can a young man cleanse his way? By taking heed

according to Your word.

Ephesians 5:25-27 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the
church and gave Himself for her, 26 that He might sanctify and cleanse her
with the washing of water by the word, 27 that He might present her to

Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but

that she should be holy and without blemish.
C. Conservation

John 15:7 If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you
desire, and it shall be done for you.

Proverbs 4:20-23 My son, give attention to my words; Incline your ear to my
sayings. 21 Do not let them depart from your eyes; Keep them in the midst of your
heart; 22 For they are life to those who find them, And health to all their flesh. 23
Keep your heart with all diligence, For out of it spring the issues of life.
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James 1:22 But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.
. Confirmation - the fruit of your life brings Glory to God

John 15:8 By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit; so you will be
My disciples.

Psalm 92:13-14 Those who are planted in the house of the Lord Shall flourish in

the courts of our God. 14 They shall still bear fruit in old age; They shall be fresh
and flourishing,

Ezekiel 47:12 Along the bank of the river, on this side and that, will grow all kinds
of trees used for food; their leaves will not wither, and their fruit will not fail. They
will bear fruit every month, because their water flows from the sanctuary. Their

fruit will be for food, and their leaves for medicine.”
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