
Welcome and Announcements                                  Rev. John W. Bowling 

Call to Worship* 

In this season of expectation we prepare to welcome the wonder of Jesus, 
the Messiah, our Savior.   
Into the busyness of our lives and the hard-to-find moments of solitude, 
we pause to embrace the gift of Emmanuel, God with us. 
May we  receive him into our minds, our hearts, and our day to day living. 
Let us be joyful! Come, you faithful and behold the King of angels; Christ the 

Lord!  

Worship with Singing* 

Prepare Ye—Godspell; Prepare Him Room—Sovereign Grace Music;  
O Come, All Ye Faithful—Pentatonix;  

Darlin’ Christmas is Coming—Over the Rhine; There’s a Spirit in the Air 
Worship Team: Chris Pinelo, Kaitlin Guenther, Neal Sterrett, 

Sally Osborn, Amy Golden, Oliver Golden 
 

Lighting of the Advent Candle                                                  The Knauer Family 

(Each week during the Advent Wreath candle-lighting, we will hear an Old Testament 

prophecy concerning the coming of the Lord. Today we hear a word of prophecy 

from Isaiah 7:14. After the candle is lighted the congregation is invited to sing together the 

brief  refrain of hymn #204, “Emmanuel, Emmanuel, His name is called Emmanuel. God 

with us, revealed in us, His name is called Emmanuel”)  
 

Dismissal of Children 

(At this time, children 4yrs through 5th grade are dismissed to go upstairs for Sunday 
School. Parents, please pick up your child in room 207 upstairs following worship.) 

 

Ministry of Giving 

Offering Music 
O Come, O Come Emmanuel—Maverick City Music; Emmanuel—Hillsong 

                        

Scripture Lesson                       Philippians 2:1-11 

Message                                            IN-carnation                     Rev. John W. Bowling 

 Emmanuel 

Worship with Singing*          

Advent Hymn—Rick Lee James; I Wait—All Sons and Daughters;  

I Will Wait—Mumford and Sons 

Benediction*                                                                                                 

*Please stand as you are able.  

Welcome to Highland United Methodist! If you’re looking for 
information about our church, you can probably find it and 
much more at highlandmethodist.com  

We welcome all visitors today and kindly request you 
complete a “Connect Card” found either in the pew or by 
scanning this QR code. We would love to get to know you! 

The Highland United Methodist Chancel Choir presents 
"Winter's Grace: A Christmas Cantata" Wednesday, 
December 20 at 6:30PM. This musical evening tells the 
story of how Christ comes into the shadows and winter 
of this world to bring us the light and warmth of 
salvation. Following the performance, all are invited to 
enjoy refreshments in the Welcome Center.  

The Giving Tree has returned to Highland Methodist! This 
seasonal offering is a chance to go above and beyond your 
annual commitment and support local ministries. You’ll 
find the tree and instructions in the Welcome Center. 
Thank you for your consideration!  

Highland United Methodist Church will have 
special candlelight worship services at 5pm and 
11pm on Christmas Eve. Bring your friends and 
family to celebrate in song and scripture, and share 
holy communion. Nursery care will be available at 
the 5pm service. 

Highland United Methodist's famous Chili Cookoff 
returns! Enter your best batch of chili and join us 
Wednesday, January 10 at 5:30 to enjoy an evening of 
great food. Not a chili cook? Join us for dinner and help 
crown the chili champion of Highland United Methodist. 
Suggested donation of $6 per person.  

13 
Holiday Crafts made by the United Women in Faith of Circle 13 are 
for sale in the Welcome Center. All proceeds will be donated to 
support missions.  



Prelude                                       What Child is This                        English/Carol Foss 

Heather Brown, Flute                   

Welcome and Announcements                                    Rev. John W. Bowling 

Call to Worship* 

In this season of expectation we prepare to welcome the wonder of Jesus, 
the Messiah, our Savior.   
Into the busyness of our lives and the hard-to-find moments of solitude, 
we pause to embrace the gift of Emmanuel, God with us. 
May we  receive him into our minds, our hearts, and our day to day living. 
Let us be joyful! Come, you faithful and behold the King of angels; Christ the 

Lord!  

Hymn #234*                           O Come, All Ye Faithful  

Lighting of the Advent Candle                                                 The Anstaett Family 

(Each week during the Advent Wreath candle-lighting, we will hear an Old Testament 

prophecy concerning the coming of the Lord. Today we hear a word of prophecy 

from Isaiah 7:14. After the candle is lighted the congregation is invited to sing together the 

brief  refrain of hymn #204, “Emmanuel, Emmanuel, His name is called Emmanuel. God 

with us, revealed in us, His name is called Emmanuel”)  
 

Dismissal of Children 

(At this time, children 4yrs through 5th grade are dismissed to go upstairs for Sunday 
School. Parents, please pick up your child in room 207 upstairs following worship.) 

 

Morning Prayer and Lord’s Prayer  

Hymn #192                            There’s a Song in the Air                             

Ministry of Giving 

Offertory                 The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came                   Paul Manz 

Doxology*  

Choral Anthem                     Celebration of Advent                     Joseph M. Martin 

Scripture Lesson                      Philippians 2:1-11 

Message                                           IN-carnation                      Rev. John W. Bowling 

Emmanuel 

Hymn #211*                      O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 

Benediction*   

Choral Amen*  

Postlude                             Good Christian Folk Rejoice                         Wilbur Held 

*Please stand as you are able. 

Welcome to Highland United Methodist! If you’re looking for 
information about our church, you can probably find it and 
much more at highlandmethodist.com  

We welcome all visitors today and kindly request you 
complete a “Connect Card” found either in the pew or by 
scanning this QR code. We would love to get to know you! 

13 
Holiday Crafts made by the United Women in Faith of Circle 13 are 
for sale in the Welcome Center. All proceeds will be donated to 
support missions.  

The Highland United Methodist Chancel Choir presents 
"Winter's Grace: A Christmas Cantata" Wednesday, 
December 20 at 6:30PM. This musical evening tells the 
story of how Christ comes into the shadows and winter 
of this world to bring us the light and warmth of 
salvation. Following the performance, all are invited to 
enjoy refreshments in the Welcome Center.  

The Giving Tree has returned to Highland Methodist! This 
seasonal offering is a chance to go above and beyond your 
annual commitment and support local ministries. You’ll 
find the tree and instructions in the Welcome Center. 
Thank you for your consideration!  

Highland United Methodist Church will have 
special candlelight worship services at 5pm and 
11pm on Christmas Eve. Bring your friends and 
family to celebrate in song and scripture, and share 
holy communion. Nursery care will be available at 
the 5pm service. 

Highland United Methodist's famous Chili Cookoff 
returns! Enter your best batch of chili and join us 
Wednesday, January 10 at 5:30 to enjoy an evening of 
great food. Not a chili cook? Join us for dinner and help 
crown the chili champion of Highland United Methodist. 
Suggested donation of $6 per person.  



Highland United Methodist Church 

859-441-0587  office@highlandmethodist.com 

www.highlandmethodist.com 

Guest wifi password: HumcLoves 

Highland United Methodist Church 
Sunday, December 17, 2023 11:00am 

 

Third Sunday of Advent 

Highland United Methodist Church affirms and welcomes 

people of all sexual orientations, gender identities, ages, 

nations, and races. We fully include all in the life and ministry 

of the church as we seek to share God’s love in Jesus Christ.  

 

The Mission of Highland United Methodist Church is to 

transform lives by demonstrating Jesus' love and making him 

known through serving others.   

Prayer Requests and Praise Reports 

• Praise! 3 month old and his parents 
have recovered from COVID 

• Yogi B—heart problems, blood clots 

• Melinda G—continued recovery 
from brain surgery 

• Mary P—(Lanee Philippe’s sister-in-
law) brain tumor surgery  

• Caroline—3yr old diagnosed with 
diabetes 

• Baby Vivian—born prematurely 

• Lynn E—continued recovery from 
recent surgery 

• Rick E — comfort 

• Sharon E—peace and strength 

• Vera—stress and care of parents 

• Mac H—continued healing  

• Pingwah Tang—Sonya Tang 
Girdwood’s father, healing  

• Lana V— back surgery rehab 

 CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 

Children’s Sunday School meets every week in room 207 during both 9:30 and 
11 o’clock services. Nursery is available for children, infant through 3 years old, in 
room 102.  

Children’s Director, Hilary Dungan—children@highlandmethodist.com 

Help is needed in the church nursery on Wednesday nights and 
Sunday mornings. This is a paid position starting in January for an 
individual aged 18+. Please contact Hilary Dungan for more 
information children@highlandmethodist.com or 859-441-0587.  

2024 Offering Envelopes are available for pickup on the counter in the Welcome 

Center. For any questions or problems, please email Financial Secretary, Rachel 

Dickman, giving@highlandmethodist.com 

Every week, John Hodges-Batzka takes the Sunday sermon, adds 
a devotion and announcements about upcoming events to create 
the Highland Methodist Podcast. Check it  out! Available 
Mondays in the app, Apple Podcasts, and Google Play.   

https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/the-highland-methodist-podcast/id1554102811
https://podcasts.google.com/feed/aHR0cHM6Ly9wb2RjYXN0cy5zdWJzcGxhc2guY29tL2hqbThkcTcvcG9kY2FzdC5yc3M


Highland United Methodist Church 
will have special candlelight 
worship services at 5pm and 11pm 
on Christmas Eve. Bring your 
friends and family to celebrate in 
song and scripture, and share holy 
communion. Nursery care will be 
available at the 5pm service. 

Highland United Methodist's famous Chili 
Cookoff returns! Enter your best batch of chili 
and join us Wednesday, January 10 at 5:30 to 
enjoy an evening of great food. Not a chili 
cook? Join us for dinner and help crown the 
chili champion of Highland United Methodist. 
Suggested donation of $6 per person.  
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on Christmas Eve. Bring your 
friends and family to celebrate in 
song and scripture, and share holy 
communion. Nursery care will be 
available at the 5pm service. 

Highland United Methodist's famous Chili 
Cookoff returns! Enter your best batch of chili 
and join us Wednesday, January 10 at 5:30 to 
enjoy an evening of great food. Not a chili 
cook? Join us for dinner and help crown the 
chili champion of Highland United Methodist. 
Suggested donation of $6 per person.  
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on Christmas Eve. Bring your 
friends and family to celebrate in 
song and scripture, and share holy 
communion. Nursery care will be 
available at the 5pm service. 

Highland United Methodist's famous Chili 
Cookoff returns! Enter your best batch of chili 
and join us Wednesday, January 10 at 5:30 to 
enjoy an evening of great food. Not a chili 
cook? Join us for dinner and help crown the 
chili champion of Highland United Methodist. 
Suggested donation of $6 per person.  

Highland United Methodist Church 
will have special candlelight 
worship services at 5pm and 11pm 
on Christmas Eve. Bring your 
friends and family to celebrate in 
song and scripture, and share holy 
communion. Nursery care will be 
available at the 5pm service. 

Highland United Methodist's famous Chili 
Cookoff returns! Enter your best batch of chili 
and join us Wednesday, January 10 at 5:30 to 
enjoy an evening of great food. Not a chili 
cook? Join us for dinner and help crown the 
chili champion of Highland United Methodist. 
Suggested donation of $6 per person.  




