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Mission Statement

Living God’s love through our devotion to
service, worship, and one another.







WELCOME TO FIRST
LUTHERAN CHURCH

First Lutheran Church has been serving Strongsville, Ohio
for nearly 70 years, ministering to its members and friends
and supporting community, as well as regional and world
ministries.

First Lutheran is a part of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
(ELCA). The ELCA pursues God’s work in the world with 3 million
members in more than 8700 congregations across the United States and
in the Caribbean region. The ELCA works with Lutheran Disaster
Response, Lutheran World Relief, Global Refuge, Lutheran World
Federation, World Council of Churches, schools and colleges,
seminaries, camps, and ecumenical and interreligious companions, as
well as numerous global church partners and organizations across the
world.

We invite you to our website, firstchurchalive.org for more information
about First Church.

In addition, we also invite you to download our app by searching for
FLC Strongsville in the Apple App Store and Google Play Store.

And please don’t forget to scan the QR code to view our
Connections Page where you will quickly find all of our
current news and ministry sign-ups.




GATHERING

MUSIC

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL TO WORSHIP

OPENING HYMN ELW #579, VS. 1,2,5

“Lord, You Give the Great Commission”

GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

P God of compassion, you have opened the way for us and brought us to
yourself. Pour your love into our hearts, that, overflowing with joy, we may
freely share the blessings of your realm and faithfully proclaim the good news
of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen

WORD

FIRST LESSON Exodus 19:2-8a

[The Israelites] journeyed from Rephidim, entered the wilderness of Sinai, and
camped in the wilderness; Israel camped there in front of the mountain. Then
Moses went up to God; the Lord called to him from the mountain, “Thus you shall
say to the house of Jacob and tell the Israelites: “You have seen what I did to the
Egyptians and how I bore you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. Now,
therefore, if you obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured
possession out of all the peoples. Indeed, the whole earth is mine, but you shall be
for me a priestly kingdom and a holy nation.” These are the words that you shall
speak to the Israelites.”

So Moses went, summoned the elders of the people, and set before them all
these words that the Lord had commanded him. he people all answered as one,
“Everything that the Lord has spoken we will do.”

R: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.



SECOND LESSON Romans 5:1-8

Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ, through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand,
and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. And not only that, but we
also boast in our afflictions, knowing that affliction produces endurance, and
endurance produces character, and character produces hope, and hope does not put
us to shame, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy
Spirit that has been given to us.

For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the
ungodly. Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous person—though perhaps
for a good person someone might actually dare to die. But God proves his love for
us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for us.

R: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

SONG “Take You At Your Word”

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 9™ Chapter
C Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL Matthew 9:35—10:8 [9-23]

Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and
proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and curing every disease and every
sickness. When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them because they were
harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to his disciples,
“The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the
harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.”

Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority over
unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to cure every disease and every



sickness. These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon, also known as
Peter, and his brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee and his brother John; Philip
and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James son of Alphaeus
and Thaddaeus; Simon the Cananaean and Judas Iscariot, the one who betrayed
him.

These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: “Do not take a road
leading to gentiles, and do not enter a Samaritan town, but go rather to the lost
sheep of the house of Israel. As you go, proclaim the good news, ‘The kingdom of
heaven has come near.” Cure the sick; raise the dead; cleanse those with a skin
disease; cast out demons. You received without payment; give without payment.
[Take no gold, or silver, or copper in your belts, no bag for your journey, or two
tunics, or sandals, or a staff, for laborers deserve their food. Whatever town or
village you enter, find out who in it is worthy, and stay there until you leave. As
you enter the house, greet it. If the house is worthy, let your peace come upon it,
but if it is not worthy, let your peace return to you. If anyone will not welcome
you or listen to your words, shake off the dust from your feet as you leave that
house or town. Truly I tell you, it will be more tolerable for the land of Sodom and
Gomorrah on the day of judgment than for that town.

“I am sending you out like sheep into the midst of wolves, so be wise as
serpents and innocent as doves. Beware of them, for they will hand you over to
councils and flog you in their synagogues, and you will be dragged before
governors and kings because of me, as a testimony to them and the gentiles. When
they hand you over, do not worry about how you are to speak or what you are to
say, for what you are to say will be given to you at that time, for it is not you who
speak, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you. Sibling will betray
sibling to death and a father his child, and children will rise against parents and
have them put to death, and you will be hated by all because of my name. But the
one who endures to the end will be saved. When they persecute you in this town,
flee to the next, for truly I tell you, you will not have finished going through all the
towns of Israel before the Son of Man comes.”]

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.



CHILDREN’S SHARING TIME

SERMON
“Words of Wisdom”

SONG

APOSTLES' CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

“Praise”



PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of
those in need. Please scan the QR code for the option to give online.

MUSIC

“Ritornello™ David Gooding Kristen Morgan

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL TO “OUR FATHER”

Altar flowers are given by the Kovach and Kreuger Families in loving memory of
Jerry Kreuger and in celebration of Shawnna Vivian Tricola's first birthday and
Wesley Kovach’s seventh birthday.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen



SENDING
BLESSING

P Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, + one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and
always.
C Amen

SENDING HYMN ELW #669
“Rise Up, O Saints of God!”

DISMISSAL

P Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
C Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

“Con Brio” David Gooding Kristen Morgan

Reprinted from Sundays and Seasons v.20240102.1159 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission of Augsburg
Fortress. Reprinted by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license #SB176674



WELCOME TO THE TIME AFTER PENTECOST

In the ELCA, the Time After Pentecost is the long, green season of the church
year (often called "Ordinary Time"). Rather than a break from the action, it is
viewed as a period of being "sent out" by the Spirit to live out the Gospel in our
daily lives, routines, and communities.

Based on the appointed scripture passages during these weeks of the post-
Pentecost season, the ELCA emphasizes several core themes:

Living Out the Spirit's Fire: Having celebrated the descent of the Holy
Spirit at Pentecost, this season focuses on actively sharing God's love,
seeking justice, and serving neighbors. The fire of the Spirit is meant to
guide daily Christian practices, not just Sunday worship.

Empathy and Unity: ELCA reflections on this period emphasize that the
Spirit was sent to push the church out of its comfort zones. It is a time to
break down human estrangement, build connections with people who are
different from us, and advocate for the common good.

Ordinary as Sacred: The word "ordinary" comes from the word "ordinal"
(counting). The season is an invitation to see the sacred in our everyday,
ordinary routines. It focuses on gradual, sustained spiritual growth over 27
weeks as we learn to follow Jesus in real life.

Overall, it is a time for us to see Pentecost as a call to include, seek understanding
and broaden circles, to see what we can do individually and, in our churches, and

communities. A time for us to be builders, preparers, tenders, nurturers, stewards

and protectors.



FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH
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