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Mission Statement 
 

Living God’s love through our devotion to 

service, worship, and one another 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WELCOME TO FIRST 

LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

First Lutheran Church has been serving Strongsville, Ohio 

for nearly 70 years, ministering to its members and friends 

and supporting community, as well as regional and world 

ministries. 

 

 

First Lutheran is a part of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

(ELCA). The ELCA pursues God’s work in the world with 3 million 

members in more than 8700 congregations across the United States and 

in the Caribbean region. The ELCA works with Lutheran Disaster 

Response, Lutheran World Relief, Global Refuge, Lutheran World 

Federation, World Council of Churches, schools and colleges, 

seminaries, camps, and ecumenical and interreligious companions, as 

well as numerous global church partners and organizations across the 

world. 

 

We invite you to our website, firstchurchalive.org for more information 

about First Church. 

 

In addition, we also invite you to download our app by searching for 

FLC Strongsville in the Apple App Store and Google Play Store. 

 

And please don’t forget to scan the QR code to view our 

Connections Page where you will quickly find all of our 

current news and ministry sign-ups. 
 

 



GATHERING 
 

PRELUDE               

“Andante”       David Gooding    Alec Marshall 
 

PRAYER of PREPARATION 
Gracious God, help us to trust you with our whole lives ~ Amen 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose compassion endures forever. 

C  Amen 
  

P Let us confess our sin to God. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P Compassionate God, 

C we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free 

ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your 

burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we 

pray, Amen. 
 

P Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy 

burdens, and I will give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, ☩ Son, and 

Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love. 

C Amen 
 

OPENING HYMN           ELW #689 

“Praise and Thanksgiving” 
 

GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
 



HYMN OF PRAISE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P Glorious God, your generosity waters the world with goodness, and you cover 

creation with abundance. Awaken in us a hunger for the food that satisfies both 

body and spirit, and with this food fill all the starving world; through your Son, 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WORD 
 

FIRST LESSON             Isaiah 55:1-5 
 

God invites Israel to a great feast at which both food and drink are free. God also 

promises to make an everlasting covenant with all peoples, with promises that 

previously had been limited to Israel. As David was a witness to the nations, these 

nations shall now acknowledge the ways in which God has glorified Israel. 

 

 Hear, everyone who thirsts; 

  come to the waters; 

 and you who have no money, 

  come, buy and eat! 

 Come, buy wine and milk 

  without money and without price. 

 Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread 

  and your earnings for that which does not satisfy? 

 Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, 

  and delight yourselves in rich food. 

 Incline your ear, and come to me; 

  listen, so that you may live. 

 I will make with you an everlasting covenant, 

  my steadfast, sure love for David. 

 See, I made him a witness to the peoples, 

  a leader and commander for the peoples. 

 Now you shall call nations that you do not know, 

  and nations that do not know you shall run to you, 

 because of the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, 

  for he has glorified you. 

 

R:    The Word of the Lord.      
 

C:    Thanks be to God. 

 

 



SECOND LESSON           Romans 9:1-5 
 

This begins a new section in Paul’s letter in which he will deal with the place of 

Israel in God’s saving plan. He opens by highlighting how Israel’s heritage and 

legacy include being God’s children, having God’s covenants, being given God’s 

law, participating in worship of God, and receiving divine promises. 

 

I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience confirms it by 

the Holy Spirit—have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. For I could 

wish that I myself were accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my own 

brothers and sisters, my own flesh and blood. They are Israelites, and to them 

belong the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the worship, 

and the promises; to them belong the patriarchs, and from them, according to the 

flesh, comes the Christ, who is over all, God blessed forever. Amen. 

 

R:    The Word of the Lord.      
 

C:    Thanks be to God 

 
 

 

 

 



GOSPEL               Matthew 14:13-21 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 14th Chapter 
 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
Now when Jesus heard [about the beheading of John the Baptist,] he withdrew 

from there in a boat to a deserted place by himself. But when the crowds heard it, 

they followed him on foot from the towns. When he went ashore, he saw a great 

crowd, and he had compassion for them and cured their sick. When it was 

evening, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a deserted place, and the hour 

is now late; send the crowds away so that they may go into the villages and buy 

food for themselves.”  Jesus said to them, “They need not go away; you give them 

something to eat.” They replied, “We have nothing here but five loaves and two 

fish.” And he said, “Bring them here to me.” Then he ordered the crowds to sit 

down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven 

and blessed and broke the loaves and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples 

gave them to the crowds. And all ate and were filled, and they took up what was 

left over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets full. And those who ate were about 

five thousand men, besides women and children. 

 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 
 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

CHILDREN’S SHARING TIME 
 
 

SERMON             
“From Parables to an Unforgettable Miracle” 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY          ELW #515 

“Break Now the Bread of Life” 

 

 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

P With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in 

need, and all of God’s creation. 

 
After each portion of the prayers: 

P Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 
 

The prayers conclude: 

P Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask 

in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen 

 

 

Altar flowers are given by the Zakrajsek family in celebration of Colin’s birthday 

and by Monica Berens in celebration of David Gooding’s 91st birthday. 
 

 

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS 
 

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of 

those in need.  Please scan the QR code for the option to give online. 

 

 

 

MUSIC                   

“Jesus Christ, Bread of Life”     Bell Duet    Zack Richards 

 

 



 



 
P Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in 

you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and 

forever. 

C Amen 

 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise ... we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, 

 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

 and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
 

 THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

 on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen 

 
 

 



DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 
 

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 

 The body of Christ, given for you. 

 The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

The communicant may respond: Amen 

 

 
 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

P Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled 

with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, 

may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the 

name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. 

C Amen 



 

BLESSING OF BACKPACKS 
 

 

 

SENDING HYMN            ELW #694 

“Sing to the Lord of Harvest” 

 

DISMISSAL 
 

P Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 

C Thanks be to God.  

  

POSTLUDE 
 

 “Movendo”      David Gooding     Margaret Jenkins 
 
Reprinted from Sundays and Seasons v.20240102.1159 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission of Augsburg 
Fortress. Reprinted by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license #SB176674 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

WELCOME TO THE TIME AFTER PENTECOST 

In the ELCA, the Time After Pentecost is the long, green season of the church 

year (often called "Ordinary Time"). Rather than a break from the action, it is 

viewed as a period of being "sent out" by the Spirit to live out the Gospel in our 

daily lives, routines, and communities. 

Based on the appointed scripture passages during these weeks of the post- 

Pentecost season, the ELCA emphasizes several core themes: 

·   Living Out the Spirit's Fire: Having celebrated the descent of the Holy 

  Spirit at Pentecost, this season focuses on actively sharing God's love, 

  seeking justice, and serving neighbors. The fire of the Spirit is meant to 

  guide daily Christian practices, not just Sunday worship. 

·  Empathy and Unity: ELCA reflections on this period emphasize that 

the Spirit was sent to push the church out of its comfort zones. It is a 

time to break down human estrangement, build connections with people 

who are different from us, and advocate for the common good. 

·  Ordinary as Sacred: The word "ordinary" comes from the word 

"ordinal" (counting). The season is an invitation to see the sacred in our 

everyday, ordinary routines. It focuses on gradual, sustained spiritual 

growth over 27 weeks as we learn to follow Jesus in real life. 

Overall, it is a time for us to see Pentecost as a call to include, seek 

understanding and broaden circles, to see what we can do individually and, in 

our churches, and communities. A time for us to be builders, preparers, tenders, 

nurturers, stewards and protectors. 
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