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Mission Statement

Living God’s love through our devotion to
service, worship, and one another







WELCOME TO FIRST
LUTHERAN CHURCH

First Lutheran Church has been serving Strongsville, Ohio
for nearly 70 years, ministering to its members and friends
and supporting community, as well as regional and world
ministries.

First Lutheran is a part of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
(ELCA). The ELCA pursues God’s work in the world with 3 million
members in more than 8700 congregations across the United States and
in the Caribbean region. The ELCA works with Lutheran Disaster
Response, Lutheran World Relief, Global Refuge, Lutheran World
Federation, World Council of Churches, schools and colleges,
seminaries, camps, and ecumenical and interreligious companions, as
well as numerous global church partners and organizations across the
world.

We invite you to our website, firstchurchalive.org for more information
about First Church.

In addition, we also invite you to download our app by searching for
FLC Strongsville in the Apple App Store and Google Play Store.

And please don’t forget to scan the QR code to view our
Connections Page where you will quickly find all of our
current news and ministry sign-ups.




GATHERING

PRELUDE
“Arietta” David Gooding Joseph Wilkins
PRAYER of PREPARATION

Gracious God, help us to know the healing power of your word. Amen

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P Blessed be the holy Trinity,  one God, whose compassion endures forever.
C Amen

P Let us confess our sin to God
Silence is kept for reflection.

P Compassionate God,

C we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free
ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy you’re
your burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name
we pray, Amen.

P Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy
burdens, and I will give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, * Son, and

Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love.
C Amen



OPENING HYMN ELW #796

“How Firm a Foundation’

’

GREETING

P

C

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

LITANY

P

C

Gracious God, there are times when our doubts and anxieties and fears swirl
around inside of us with chaotic frenzy and turmoil.

Sometimes the world of order and meaning that we cherish seems to be
disintegrating around us, splintering and smashing apart like a fragile
boat caught at sea in a mighty storm. Qur world of life and light is
threatened from every side, from within and from without.

Yet in the midst of our fear, in the midst of our doubt, in the midst of our
faithlessness You, O Lord, are with us, calling us together to hear the gospel
story, to find in each other hope and love and testimony to the gracious charity
and power of God’s invincible rule.

The light of God’s love, the hope that is ours in the gospel of Jesus, the
faith that is our precious gift from God’s merciful heart — since all of these
are ours and we belong to God, let fear depart from among us and let us
uncover our vulnerability and helplessness.

Let us fall at the feet of Jesus. Let us confess our desperation and acknowledge
our need of God’s love and healing. Let us understand that we, in ourselves,
are at times afraid and confused, to show the first movements of faith.

But let us not be afraid to look into our own darkness.



P Let us journey from sickness into health and to travel from fear into hope, from
despair into joy.
C Let us grasp the outstretched hand of our Lord and be lifted.

P Let us journey from sickness into health and to travel from fear into hope, from
despair into joy.
Let us pray:

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P O God, you are the source of life and the ground of our being. By the power of
your Spirit bring healing to this wounded world, and raise us to the new life of
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen

WORD
FIRST LESSON Hosea 5:15—6:6

I will return again to my place
until they acknowledge their guilt and seek my face.
In their distress they will beg my favor:

“Come, let us return to the Lord,
for it is he who has torn, and he will heal us;
he has struck down, and he will bind us up.
After two days he will revive us;
on the third day he will raise us up,
that we may live before him.
Let us know, let us press on to know the Lord;
his appearing is as sure as the dawn;
he will come to us like the showers,



like the spring rains that water the earth.”

What shall I do with you, O Ephraim?
What shall I do with you, O Judah?
Your love is like a morning cloud,
like the dew that goes away early.
Therefore I have hewn them by the prophets;
I have killed them by the words of my mouth,
and my judgment goes forth as the light.
For I desire steadfast love and not sacrifice,
the knowledge of God rather than burnt offerings.

R: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

SECOND LESSON Romans 4:13-25

The promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his
descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. For if it is the
adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is

void. For the law brings wrath, but where there is no law, neither is there
transgression.

For this reason the promise depends on faith, in order that it may rest on grace,
so that it may be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the
law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham (who is the father of all of
us, as it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”), in the presence
of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into
existence the things that do not exist. Hoping against hope, he believed that he
would become “the father of many nations,” according to what was said, “So shall
your descendants be.” He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own
body, which was already as good as dead (for he was about a hundred years old),
and the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. No distrust made him waver concerning the
promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, being
fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised. Therefore “it was



reckoned to him as righteousness.” Now the words, “it was reckoned to him,”
were written not for his sake alone but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us who
believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, who was handed over for
our trespasses and was raised for our justification.

R: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God

Gospel Acclamation
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GOSPEL Matthew 9:9-13, 18-26

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 9" Chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax-
collection station, and he said to him, “Follow me.” And he got up and followed
him.

And as he sat at dinner in the house, many tax collectors and sinners came and
were sitting with Jesus and his disciples. When the Pharisees saw this, they said to
his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?” But
when he heard this, he said, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but



those who are sick. Go and learn what this means, ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’
For I have not come to call the righteous but sinners.”

While he was saying these things to them, suddenly a leader came in and knelt
before him, saying, “My daughter has just died, but come and lay your hand on
her, and she will live.” And Jesus got up and followed him, with his
disciples. Then suddenly a woman who had been suffering from a flow of blood
for twelve years came up behind him and touched the fringe of his cloak, for she
was saying to herself, “If I only touch his cloak, I will be made well.” Jesus
turned, and seeing her he said, “Take heart, daughter; your faith has made you
well.” And the woman was made well from that moment. When Jesus came to the
leader’s house and saw the flute players and the crowd making a commotion, he
said, “Go away, for the girl is not dead but sleeping.” And they laughed at
him. But when the crowd had been put outside, he went in and took her by the
hand, and the girl got up. And the report of this spread through all of that district.

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S SHARING TIME

SERMON
“A Faith That Makes Us Well



HYMN OF THE DAY ELW #587
“There's a Wideness in God's Mercy”

There’s a wideness in God’s mercy, like the wideness of the sea, There’s a
kindness in God'’s justice which is more than liberty. There is no place where
earth’s sorrows are more felt than up in heav’n. There is no place where earth’s
failings have such kindly judgement giv'n.

There is welcome for the sinner, and a promised grace made good; there is mercy
with the Savior; there is healing in his blood. There is grace enough for
thousands of new worlds as great as this; there is room for fresh creations in that
upper home of bliss.

For the love of God is broader than the measures of our mind; and the heart of the
Eternal is most wonderfully kind. But we make this love too narrow by false
limits of our own, and we magnify its strictness with a zeal God will not own.

‘Tis not all we owe to Jesus; it is something more than all; greater good because
of evil, larger mercy through the fall. Make our love, O God, more faithful; let us
take you at your word, and our lives will be thanksgiving for the goodness of the
Lord.

APOSTLES' CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.



I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

P Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church and the needs
of the world.

After each portion of the prayers:
P God of grace,
C hear our prayer.

The prayers conclude:

P Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken and unspoken
prayers to you, O God, through Jesus our Savior.

C Amen

Altar flowers are given by Len and Margie Taylor in celebration of their 45™
Wedding Anniversary and Mary Ellen and Tricia Nolder in Memory of Ellen
Willet, mother and grandmother. The bulletins are donated by the McNamara
family in celebration of Mike’s birthday.

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of
those in need. Please scan the QR code for the option to give online.

MUSIC
“Uno Dos Tres” David Gooding Joseph Wilkins



Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful
Offering Song
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Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Ronald A. Nelson, b. 1927
Text and music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

P Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in
you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance.

We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and
forever.

C Amen



GREAT THANKSGIVING

Preface Dialogue
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise ... we praise your name and join their unending hymn:



Holy, Holy, Holy
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.



THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.

The communicant may respond: Amen



Lamb of God
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SENDING
POST COMMUNION PRAYER

P Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled
with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal,
may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the

name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.
C Amen



BLESSING

P Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, = one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and
always.

C Amen

SENDING HYMN ELW #858
“Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”

DISMISSAL

P Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
C Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
“A Fancy” David Gooding Joseph Wilkins

Reprinted from Sundays and Seasons v.20240102.1159 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission of Augsburg
Fortress. Reprinted by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license #SB176674



WELCOME TO THE TIME AFTER PENTECOST

In the ELCA, the Time After Pentecost is the long, green season of the church
year (often called "Ordinary Time"). Rather than a break from the action, it is
viewed as a period of being "sent out" by the Spirit to live out the Gospel in our
daily lives, routines, and communities.

Based on the appointed scripture passages during these weeks of the post-
Pentecost season, the ELCA emphasizes several core themes:

Living Out the Spirit's Fire: Having celebrated the descent of the Holy
Spirit at Pentecost, this season focuses on actively sharing God's love,
seeking justice, and serving neighbors. The fire of the Spirit is meant to
guide daily Christian practices, not just Sunday worship.

Empathy and Unity: ELCA reflections on this period emphasize that the
Spirit was sent to push the church out of its comfort zones. It is a time to
break down human estrangement, build connections with people who are
different from us, and advocate for the common good.

Ordinary as Sacred: The word "ordinary" comes from the word "ordinal"
(counting). The season is an invitation to see the sacred in our everyday,
ordinary routines. It focuses on gradual, sustained spiritual growth over 27
weeks as we learn to follow Jesus in real life.

Overall, it is a time for us to see Pentecost as a call to include, seek
understanding and broaden circles, to see what we can do individually and, in
our churches, and communities. A time for us to be builders, preparers, tenders,
nurturers, stewards and protectors.
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