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Mark 10:13-16 (NIV)

13 People were bringing little children to Jesus for him to place his hands on them, but the 
disciples rebuked them. 14 When Jesus saw this, he was indignant. He said to them, “Let the 
little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as 
these. 15 Truly I tell you, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will 
never enter it.” 16 And he took the children in his arms, placed his hands on them and blessed 
them.


1 Corinthians 3:1-2 (NIV)


Brothers and sisters, I could not address you as people who live by the Spirit but as people 
who are still worldly—mere infants in Christ. 2 I gave you milk, not solid food, for you were not 
yet ready for it.


Hebrews 5:11-14 (NIV)

11 We have much to say about this, but it is hard to make it clear to you because you no longer 
try to understand. 12 In fact, though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone 
to teach you the elementary truths of God’s word all over again. You need milk, not solid food! 
13 Anyone who lives on milk, being still an infant, is not acquainted with the teaching about 
righteousness. 14 But solid food is for the mature, who by constant use have trained themselves 
to distinguish good from evil.


1 Corinthians 13:11

11 When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I 
became a man, I put the ways of childhood behind me.


1 Corinthians 14:20 (NIV)

20 Brothers and sisters, stop thinking like children. In regard to evil be infants, but in your 
thinking be adults.


2 Peter 1:3-9 (NIV)




3 His divine power has given us everything we need for a godly life through our knowledge 
of him who called us by his own glory and goodness. 4 Through these he has given us his very 
great and precious promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine nature, 
having escaped the corruption in the world caused by evil desires. 


5 For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, 
knowledge; 6  and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to 
perseverance, godliness; 7 and to godliness, mutual affection; and to mutual affection, love. 
8  For if you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from being 
ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 But whoever does 
not have them is nearsighted and blind, forgetting that they have been cleansed from their past 
sins.


Virtue: 1. conformity to a standard of right: morality; 2. a particular moral excellence.


1 Peter 2:9 (NIV)

9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, that 
you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.


2 Peter 1:3 (NIV)

3 His divine power has given us everything we need for a godly life through our knowledge of 
him who called us by his own glory and goodness.


Watch your thoughts, they become your words; watch your words, they become your actions; 
watch your actions, they become your habits; watch your habits, they become your character; 
watch your character, it becomes your destiny. - Lao Tzu


Philippians 4:8-9 (NIV)

8 Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is 
pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think 
about such things. 9 Whatever you have learned or received or heard from me, or seen in me—
put it into practice. And the God of peace will be with you.


We allow our thinking to be transformed.


Colossians 3:1-2 (NIV)




Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is, 
seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things.


We practice virtue.


Virtue is what happens when someone has made a thousand small choices, requiring effort 
and concentration, to do something which is good and right but which doesn’t “come 
naturally” – and then, on the thousand and first time, when it really matters, they find that they 
do what’s required automatically.


Like an acquired taste, such choices and actions, which started off being practiced with 
difficulty, ended up being “second nature”. - N.T. Wright


Morality is about being transformed by the Spirit’s power to God’s revealed will for human 
flourishing.



