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More about Home Groups… 
 

We encourage everyone to be a part of a small group 
community to deepen your relationship with Christ and His 
church.  If you’re interested in knowing more, please check 
the website or contact the Church Office.   



SCRIPTURE REFERENCES (NASB unless otherwise noted) 
 Matthew 27:11-26 
11 Now Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor 
questioned Him, saying, “So You are the King of the Jews?” And 
Jesus said to him, “It is as you say.”  
12 And while He was being accused by the chief priests and 
elders, He did not offer any answer.  
13 Then Pilate said to Him, “Do You not hear how many things 
they are testifying against You?”  
14 And still He did not answer him in regard to even a single 
charge, so the governor was greatly amazed.  
15 Now at the Passover Feast the governor was accustomed to 
release for the people any one prisoner whom they wanted.  
16 And at that time they were holding a notorious prisoner called 
Barabbas.  
17 So when the people gathered together, Pilate said to them, 
“Whom do you want me to release for you: Barabbas, or Jesus 
who is called Christ?”  
18 For he knew that it was because of envy that they had handed 
Him over.  
19 And while he was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent 
him a message, saying, “See that you have nothing to do with that 
righteous Man; for last night I suffered greatly in a dream because 
of Him.”  
20 But the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowds to 
ask for Barabbas, and to put Jesus to death.  
21 And the governor said to them, “Which of the two do you 
want me to release for you?” And they said, “Barabbas.”  
22 Pilate said to them, “Then what shall I do with Jesus who is 
called Christ?” They all said, “Crucify Him!”  
23 But he said, “Why, what evil has He done?” Yet they kept 
shouting all the more, saying, “Crucify Him!”  
24 Now when Pilate saw that he was accomplishing nothing, but 
rather that a riot was starting, he took water and washed his 
hands in front of the crowd, saying, “I am innocent of this Man’s 
blood; you yourselves shall see.”  
25 And all the people replied, “His blood shall be on us and on our 
children!”  
26 Then he released Barabbas for them; but after having Jesus 
flogged, he handed Him over to be crucified. 
 
ADDITIONAL REFERENCES  
  Luke 23:2 

 
OPENING DISCUSSION 

1. What was the main thing you learned from the sermon? 

2. What questions do you have about anything that was 
raised during the message? 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
1. What is the most famous trial you remember? 

2. Do you agree that it is impossible to stay neutral about 
Jesus?  Why or why not? 

3. Respond to these statements from the message:    
• But not making a decision is a decision. 
• Not choosing is a choice. 
• And trying to stay neutral about Christ is to render a 

verdict! 

4. In what ways did Pilate try to remain neutral about 
Jesus? 

5. How does knowing some of the background of Pilate 
help you as you hear the story of the trial of Jesus? 

6. What are some ways people try to avoid being known as 
“too religious.” 

7. What are some ways people try to avoid being morally 
responsible to Christ? 

8. Why might the people want Barabbas to be released 
instead of Jesus? 

9. Why should Christians not use verse 25 to indict Jewish 
people and blame them for the death of Christ? 

10. How can you deepen your loyalty and submission to 
Jesus as King of your life? 


