
SMALL 
GROUP 
GUIDE 

The Opening Question 
Whenever we mess up or when we are late for something, we are great at making 
excuses. And sometimes, we have some very good REAL excuses.  Whether it was real or 
exaggerated, what is the craziest sounding excuse you have ever given someone? 

Watch the Video Clip 

Key Teaching Points
What will it take for you/me to be used by God this year? 

God uses the ORDINARY. 

God uses the BROKEN. 

Don’t let EXCUSES hold you back. 

Give God your YES. 

Next Step:  
ORDINARY 
BROKEN 
EXCUSES 
YES 

Scriptures 
When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord's anointed is before 
him.” But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his 
stature, because I have rejected him. For the Lord sees not as man sees: man looks on the 
outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.” Then Jesse called Abinadab and 
made him pass before Samuel. And he said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” Then 
Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” And 
Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel. And Samuel said to Jesse, “The Lord 
has not chosen these.” Then Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he said, 
“There remains yet the youngest, but behold, he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to 
Jesse, “Send and get him, for we will not sit down till he comes here.” And he sent and 
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brought him in. Now he was ruddy and had beautiful eyes and was handsome. And the 
Lord said, “Arise, anoint him, for this is he.”  1 Samuel 16:6-12, ESV 

John 4:5-18 

So the woman left her water jar and went away into town and said to the people, “Come, 
see a man who told me all that I ever did. Can this be the Christ?” They went out of the 
town and were coming to him. John 4:28-30, ESV 

Many Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman's testimony, “He 
told me all that I ever did.” So when the Samaritans came to him, they asked him to stay 
with them, and he stayed there two days. And many more believed because of his word.  
John 4:39-41, ESV 

But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the children of 
Israel out of Egypt?” Exodus 3:11, ESV  

Exodus 3:13  
Exodus 4:1, 10  

But he said, “Oh, my Lord, please send someone else.” Exodus 4:13, ESV 

Discussion Questions 
What are your thoughts/takeaways from todays teaching? 

Has there been a time when God did something extraordinary in your life 
through what seemed like very ordinary circumstances? 

In what ways have you seen God take someone’s brokenness (maybe your 
own) and used it in a powerful way to bring Himself glory? 

What excuses have you given to God? 

Describe a time when you have given God your YES.  How did it go? 

Is there something you feel like God is asking you to say YES to right now?  
What’s holding you back if anything? 

How can this small group help you better OBEY God in your day to day life? 

Pray 
As you close in prayer together, ask God to help your group be open and healthy enough 
to help each other be obedient to God in your daily lives.  Take time to thank and praise 
God for actually USING us though we are ordinary, broken, and full of excuses.  Ask God’s 
forgiveness for the times we are unwilling to give Him our YES, but ask Him to help us 
ignore the lies of the enemy and trust Him enough to be fully surrendered to Him.  Close 
by asking God to use each person in your group for His glory (it’s powerful to literally 
name each person before the Father as you pray this).  
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