
 

WEEK 3 

Worse Comes Before  
Better  

Icebreaker Question 
What has the been the hardest home renovation or repair you’ve been a part of? What made it so 
difficult? How long did it take to complete?  Were you happy with the results?

Watch the Sermon Summary Video Clip

Key Teaching Points & Scriptures 
It’s gotta look WORSE before it can look BETTER.

In order to get to a newer you, you may have to get messy with the current you. 

Hebrews 12 (NIV)

1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off 
everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance 
the race marked out for us, 2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For 
the joy set before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right 
hand of the throne of God. 3 Consider him who endured such opposition from sinners, so 
that you will not grow weary and lose heart.


You may have gotten used to hindrances. But if you work with God to remove them, 
get ready for a game-changer. 

What if there is a game-changer God has waiting for you? 

Ephesians 2 (ESV)

10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God 
prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.


ποίημα  
poiēma, which means…
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⁃ product

⁃ creation

⁃ craft

⁃ masterpiece


God is not done with you. 

NEXT STEP: 
What mess do I need to let You create in my life in order to get to my game-changer?   

Discussion Questions 
What hindrances do you think you may have gotten used to in your life that are holding you back?

Is there something in your life that you believe God may want you to remove, repair, or restore?  What 
would that be?

What is one of the biggest changes God has made in your life?  When that change began, was it kind 
of “messy” at first?  If so, how long did it take to get through the “worse” and get to the “better?”

What’s your favorite part about the Hebrews 12 passage?  What encouragement do you get from it?

What impact do the English translations of the Greek word POIEMA have on you?

Do you feel like God’s masterpiece?  Why or why not?  If not, what do you think it would take to 
change that?

God is not done with you. In what ways do you feel like you are “under construction” by God right 
now?

Have you asked God what mess He wants to make in your life in order to get you to your game-
changer?  Do you discern an answer to that yet?

Pray 
As you close your discussion time in prayer, tell the Father this:   

Father, I give you ownership of my life.

Make it into whatever you desire.

Help me to relinquish control completely to you.

Guide my words and my actions so that I can become all that you have prepared for me 
to become.

Make whatever mess you desire of my current life so that I can experience the life you 
created me and forgave me and died for me to experience.

Father, I trust you with my life, every single part of it.

I love you, Lord. Thank you for first loving me.
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