


Luke
5:1-11

Jesus calls Peter



1. What does it say?
• Authorial intent to intended audience

2. What does it mean?
• Timeless theological truth

3. How does it apply?
• Landing it in our lives

Our Three Questions



1 On one occasion, while the crowd was 
pressing in on him to hear the word of 
God, he was standing by the lake of 
Gennesaret, 2 and he saw two boats by 
the lake, but the fishermen had gone 
out of them and were washing their 
nets.

Luke 5:1-11



3 Getting into one of the boats, which 
was Simon's, he asked him to put out a 
little from the land. And he sat down 
and taught the people from the 
boat. 4 And when he had finished 
speaking, he said to Simon,

Luke 5:1-11



“Put out into the deep and let down 
your nets for a catch.” 5 And Simon 
answered, “Master, we toiled all night 
and took nothing! But at your word I 
will let down the nets.” 6 And when they 
had done this, they enclosed a large 
number of fish,

Luke 5:1-11



and their nets were breaking. 7 They 
signaled to their partners in the other 
boat to come and help them. And they 
came and filled both the boats, so that 
they began to sink. 8 But when Simon 
Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus' 
knees, saying,

Luke 5:1-11



“Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, 
O Lord.” 9 For he and all who were with 
him were astonished at the catch of fish 
that they had taken, 10 and so also were 
James and John, sons of Zebedee, who 
were partners with Simon.

Luke 5:1-11



And Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be 
afraid; from now on you will be catching 
men.” 11 And when they had brought 
their boats to land, they left everything 
and followed him.

Luke 5:1-11



1. The anatomy of conversion

2. A living parable about mission

Luke 5:1-11



1 On one occasion, while the crowd was 
pressing in on him to hear the word of 
God, he was standing by the lake of 
Gennesaret, 2 and he saw two boats by 
the lake, but the fishermen had gone out 
of them and were washing their nets.

Luke 5:1-3



3 Getting into one of the boats, which 
was Simon's, he asked him to put out a 
little from the land. And he sat down 
and taught the people from the boat.

Luke 5:1-3



• Crowds to hear the word of God
–On the shore of the sea

• A practical solution
–Not Simon’s first encounter with Jesus
• 4:38-39, John 1:35-42

Luke 5:1-3



4 And when he had finished speaking, he 
said to Simon, “Put out into the deep 
and let down your nets for a catch.” 
5 And Simon answered, “Master, we 
toiled all night and took nothing! But at 
your word I will let down the nets.”

Luke 5:4-5



Jesus wraps up & tells Peter to fish
• Peter & Jesus
–Pros: Blue collar, religious, healed his 

mother-in-law
–Cons: Post-shift synagogue, uses his boat, 

nets already clean, a carpenter telling a 
fisherman how to fish… there aren’t fish.

Luke 5:4-5



6 And when they had done this, they 
enclosed a large number of fish, and 
their nets were breaking. 7 They signaled 
to their partners in the other boat to 
come and help them. And they came and 
filled both the boats, so that they began 
to sink.

Luke 5:6-7



An incredible catch of fish
• Fished all night
• Into the deep
• Nets start to break
• Boats (plural) start to sink

Luke 5:6-7



20 And God said, “Let the waters swarm 
with swarms of living creatures, … 
21 So God created the great sea creatures 
and every living creature that moves, 
with which the waters swarm, according 
to their kinds, …                             (Job 41)

Jesus over the sea



8 But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell 
down at Jesus' knees, saying, “Depart 
from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord.” 
9 For he and all who were with him were 
astonished at the catch of fish that they 
had taken,

Luke 5:8-9



10 and so also were James and John, sons 
of Zebedee, who were partners with 
Simon.

Luke 5:8-10a



Peter’s response

• Master à Lord
• Immediate recognition of sin
• Fear

Luke 5:8-10a



And Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be 
afraid; from now on you will be catching 
men.” 11 And when they had brought 
their boats to land, they left everything 
and followed him.

Luke 5:10b-11



Jesus responds
• Do not be afraid – (atonement)
• You will catch men – (calling)
–John 21:1-19

They leave everything (fish and family)
Luke 14:25-33 (emphasis on 33)

Luke 5:10b-11



An encounter with God
The realization of sinfulness
Dealing with the problem
Calling into the work

Luke 5:1-11



1 In the year that King Uzziah died I saw 
the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and 
lifted up; and the train of his robe filled 
the temple. 2 Above him stood the 
seraphim. Each had six wings: with two 
he covered his face, and with two he 
covered his feet, and with two he flew.

Isaiah 6:1-9



3 And one called to another and said:
“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts;
the whole earth is full of his glory!”
4 And the foundations of the thresholds 
shook at the voice of him who called, 
and the house was filled with smoke.

Isaiah 6:1-9



5 And I said: “Woe is me! For I am 
lost; for I am a man of unclean lips, and 
I dwell in the midst of a people of 
unclean lips; for my eyes have seen 
the King, the LORD of hosts!”
6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me,

Isaiah 6:1-9



having in his hand a burning coal that 
he had taken with tongs from the 
altar. 7 And he touched my mouth and 
said: “Behold, this has touched your 
lips; your guilt is taken away, and your 
sin atoned for.”

Isaiah 6:1-9



8 And I heard the voice of the Lord 
saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will 
go for us?” Then I said, “Here I am! Send 
me.” 9 And he said, “Go, …

Isaiah 6:1-9



An encounter with God
The realization of sinfulness
Dealing with the problem
Calling into the work

Luke 5:1-11



• By the word of God

• Encountering God – sinfulness

• Receive grace

• Everyone is called

• The cost of discipleship

What do we learn & do



Did anything jump out at you from the text or the message?

Jesus tells Peter what to do in the lane where he feels like he’s the expert. Are there 
times when God’s word has pressed you to behave in a way that you thought would 
do harm to your goals? How did that go?

When Peter realizes who Jesus is, he breaks down and confesses sin. Can you think 
of a time when you had an encounter with the Lord and it hit your really hard like 
that? How did that go?

After receiving grace, Peter is given his calling. Do you have a similar story where you 
felt like God was speaking to you and telling you what He wanted you to do with 
your life? How did that go?

Questions


