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Luke

1:1-4

 An Introduction



Luke 1:1-4

! Inasmuch as many have undertaken to
compile a narrative of the things that
have been accomplished among us,
2just as those who from the beginning
were eyewitnesses and ministers of the
word have delivered them to us,



Luke 1:1-4

3 it seemed good to me also, having
followed all things closely for some time
past, to write an orderly account for
you, most excellent Theophilus, 4 that
you may have certainty concerning the
things you have been taught.



Preview

 Author, audience, and date
* What is Luke?

* Purpose

* What do we learn

* Application



Author: Luke

Missionary, physician, historian,
faithful friend, gentile

e Colossians 4:14 — Luke the beloved
physician greets you ...

2 Timothy 4:11 — Luke alone is with me

* Philemon 23-24 — Luke is in the greeting




Audience: Theophilus

Friend of God or loved by God

Most likely a gentile ruler/leader
* Luke 1:3 - “most excellent”
* Acts 24:2 — “most excellent Felix”
* Acts 26:25 - “most excellent Festus”



Date: Early 60s

We don’t have an exact date

Luke is the first of a two part set
Luke/Acts

Paul is alive at the end of Acts

Paul dies in the mid-late 60s



What is Luke?

1-3 Inasmuch as many have undertaken
to compile a narrative of the things that
have been accomplished among us, just
as those who from the beginning were
eyewitnesses and ministers of the word
have delivered them to us.



What is Luke?

1-3 It seemed good to me also, having
followed all things closely from some
time past, to write an orderly account

for you...



What is Luke?

Luke interviewed eyewitnesses
This activity took a long time

Now, Luke is “compiling a narrative of
the things that have been
accomplished ...” in an “orderly
account”



Why Luke?

Luke was not Jewish
Luke was not an Apostle
Luke was not an eyewitness

So, why is Luke/Acts in Scripture?
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Luke’s Purpose

34 It seemed good to me also, having
followed all things closely for some time
past, to write an orderly account for
you, most excellent Theophilus, that
you may have certainty concerning the
things you have been taught.  ionn203031




Luke’s Purpose

Luke 1:1 - Inasmuch as many have
undertaken to compile a narrative of the

things that have been accomplished
among us

Acts 1:1-2 - In the first book, O
Theophilus, | have dealth with all that
Jesus began to do and teach...



What do we learn?

We learn about Luke

e A trusted collection of first-hand accounts
of Jesus

We learn from Luke
* He focuses on what Jesus accomplished
* He aims to convince his audience




Application

For those wrestling with doubt
* Read the book of Luke

In our evangelism
* Talk about what Jesus accomplished

* The aim is convincing people




Questions

Did anything jump out at you from the text or the message?

Do you presently or have you ever struggled with trusting the Bible? How is that
going? How did that go?

Do you have confidence in any historical events that you didn’t personally see or
live through? If so, how did you come to such confidence? Is the event more or
less credible than what you have about Jesus?

When you consider modern news, do you find it difficult to know what to
believe? What helps you believe in modern stories and their validity?

What do you think about the notion of convincing others of what you believe?
Does it feel less than righteous? Is this true for all truths or for certain truths?
How do we decide which truths are worth contending for and which aren’t?



