Sermon Summary

1 Thessalonians 2:1-7
Pastor Tyler Wittmer

This sermon provides a comprehensive exploration of the book of First Thessalonians,
beginning with recalling previous teachings about Thessalonians believers being chosen by God
and accepting the Gospel with conviction. The pastor, taking inspiration from chapter two of
the book, analogizes the relationship of Paul to the Thessalonians church as that of a parent.
The emphasis is placed on Paul's bravery in spreading the Gospel, despite violent resistance,
and his profound influence. Real-life examples, like those of Bill Wade and Rachel Mihuran,
illustrate the impactful role of caring and preaching amidst personal adversity. The sermon
delves deeper into Paul's motivation which is rooted in pleasing God instead of seeking human
approval. The pastor notes that craving human validation often leads to destructive behaviors.
The discussion then revolves around the risk of distorting the Gospel to fit societal norms, and
instead encourages maintaining the integrity of scripture. The sermon culminates in a poignant
reminder of the selfless act of Jesus' crucifixion and His profound love for mankind, urging the
congregation to repent their sins and accept Jesus. Moreover, the congregation is prompted to
emulate the compassion towards the fellow beings embodied by Jesus, in addition to defending
the Gospel. They are also reminded to re-evaluate their intent and actions, striving to glorify
God. This sermon, thus, proficiently integrates the virtues of courage, altruism, glorifying God,
and the obligation of following Jesus. Further emphasis is placed on the remarkable devotion
shown by Paul and many other devoted Christians throughout history who have selflessly
served others and propagated the Gospel.

Ice Breaker

If you could choose any historical figure to be your imaginary friend, who would it be and why?

Discussion Questions

1. Whyis it important to have boldness when sharing the Gospel with others?

Context: The sermon highlights Paul's boldness in preaching the Gospel despite
facing persecution and hardship.

Application Question: Can you think of an instance where you could have been
bolder in sharing your faith with someone? What held you back?

2. How do caring for others and sharing the Gospel relate to each other?



Context: The pastor uses examples of modern-day missionaries and pastors who
have shown deep care for others, even in the midst of personal suffering, and
how it leads to boldly sharing the Gospel.

Application Question: In your life, how can you show genuine care for others
while also sharing the Gospel with them?

3. In what ways can seeking the praise and approval of others lead to unhealthy
behaviors?

Context: The pastor emphasizes that seeking the praise and applause of others
can lead to unhealthy motivations and behaviors.

Application Question: Can you identify any times in your life where seeking
approval from others has negatively impacted your actions or decisions?

4. Why is it important not to change or water down the Gospel to make it more culturally
acceptable?

Context: The pastor urges the congregation to boldly stand for the truth of
Scripture and not to change the Gospel to please people.

Application Question: How can you maintain the integrity of the Gospel message
in a world that wants to mold it to fit cultural preferences?

5. How can examining our own motives and actions help us live in a way that brings glory
to God?

Context: The sermon challenges the congregation to examine their motives and
actions to ensure they are seeking God's glory rather than human approval.

Application Question: What are some practical steps you can take to evaluate
your motives and actions to ensure they align with God's desires for your life?



