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*1 Daniel 9 – “The Prayer, The Sacrifice & The End of the Age” 

Read Daniel 9:1-19  

*2 Jeremiah 29:1–14 (NLT) 1 Jeremiah wrote a letter from Jerusalem to the elders, 

priests, prophets, and all the people who had been exiled to Babylon by King 

Nebuchadnezzar…This is what Jeremiah’s letter said: 4 This is what YaHWeH of Heaven’s 

Armies, the God of Israel, says to all the captives he has exiled to Babylon from Jerusalem: 
5 “Build homes, and plan to stay. Plant gardens, and eat the food they produce. 6 Marry 

and have children. Then find spouses for them so that you may have many grandchildren. 

Multiply! Do not dwindle away! 7 And work for the peace and prosperity of the city where 

I sent you into exile. Pray to YaHWeH for it, for its welfare will determine your welfare.” 8 

This is what YaHWeH of Heaven’s Armies, the God of Israel, says: “Do not let your 

prophets and fortune-tellers who are with you in the land of Babylon trick you. Do not 

listen to their dreams, 9 because they are telling you lies in my name. I have not sent 

them,” says YaHWeH. *3 10 This is what YaHWeH says: “You will be in Babylon for 

seventy years. But then I will come and do for you all the good things I have 

promised, and I will bring you home again. 11 For I know the plans I have for you,” 

says YaHWeH. “They are plans for good and not for disaster, to give you a future 

and a hope. 12 In those days when you pray, I will listen. 13 If you look for me 

wholeheartedly, you will find me. 14 I will be found by you,” says YaHWeH. “I will 

end your captivity and restore your fortunes. I will gather you out of the nations 

where I sent you and will bring you home again to your own land.”  

**Now approximately 65 years later – Daniel reads Jeremiah’s prophesy. Daniel 

could be as old as 75-80 at this point. (That is evidence of a blessed, long life!) 

*4 Daniel 5:31 (NLT) 31 And Darius the Mede took over the kingdom at the 

age of sixty-two. 6:1 Darius the Mede decided to divide the kingdom into 120 

provinces, and he appointed a high officer to rule over each province. 2 The 

king also chose Daniel and two others as administrators to supervise the high 

officers and protect the king’s interests. 3 Daniel soon proved himself 

more capable than all the other administrators and high officers. 

Because of Daniel’s great ability, the king made plans to place him over the 

entire empire.  

*5 Daniel 9 1 It was the first year of the reign of Darius the Mede, the 

son of Ahasuerus, who became king of the Babylonians. 2 During the first year 

of his reign, I, Daniel, learned from reading the word of YaHWeH, as revealed 

to Jeremiah the prophet, that Jerusalem must lie desolate for seventy 

years.  

*5a Jeremiah 25:11–13 (NLT) 11 This entire land will become a desolate wasteland. Israel and 

her neighboring lands will serve the king of Babylon for seventy years. 12 “Then, after the seventy 

years of captivity are over, I will punish the king of Babylon and his people for their sins,” says 
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YaHWeH. “I will make the country of the Babylonians a wasteland forever. 13 I will bring upon 

them all the terrors I have promised in this book—all the penalties announced by Jeremiah 

against the nations.  

*6 This was still three or four years before 70 years had passed from 605 b.c. This was not too 

soon for Daniel to begin praying. Daniel had the foresight to look ahead three or four years and to 

begin praying. Even in God’s eternal decrees, God has an essential role for people to play. 

God’s plan of the ages is declared, yet Jeremiah made a prophecy; Daniel made a prayer, 

and Cyrus made a proclamation. David Guzik 

*6a “Too often our interest in the prophetic Scriptures is of a curious and speculative 

nature, or else we conclude that God will carry out His sovereign purpose no matter what we 

do, and so we do not concern ourselves with those matters.” Strauss (on our prayerlessness) 

*7 Daniel 9 3 So I turned to YaHWeH God and pleaded with Him in prayer 

and fasting. I also wore rough burlap and sprinkled myself with ashes. 

[These are emblems of humiliation and mourning.] 4 I prayed to YaHWeH my God 

and confessed: “O YaHWeH, you are a great and awesome God! You always fulfill your 

covenant and keep your promises of unfailing love to those who love you and obey your 

commands.  

*7a Daniel began his prayer where we all should – by recognizing the greatness and 

goodness of God. Sometimes we approach God as if He were a stingy person who must be 

persuaded to give us anything. But Daniel knew the problem was not with God. David Guzik 

*8 Daniel 9 5 But we have sinned and done wrong. We have rebelled against you and 

scorned your commands and regulations. 6 We have refused to listen to your servants 

the prophets, who spoke on your authority to our kings and princes and ancestors and to 

all the people of the land.  

It would be easy to complain to God about Israel’s problems. Daniel didn’t think for a moment 

that God was too hard on Israel; he knew God was completely righteous and any failure was on 

Israel’s side. Instead of complaining, Daniel confessed. David Guzik 

“What made Daniel one of God’s greatest saints was not his sinlessness but his sensitivity to 

the true depth of his sin.” Whitcomb 

*8a Israel had rebelled against God. Their sins had led to their captivity. But God is merciful even 

to rebels, if they confess their sins and return to Him. Don’t let your past disobedience keep you 

from returning to God. He is waiting for you and wants you to return to Him. Life Application 

Bible 

*9 1 John 1:8–9 (NIV84) 8 If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not 

in us. 9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from 

all unrighteousness.  

*9a Daniel 9 7 “YaHWeH, you are in the right; but as you see, our faces are covered 

with shame. This is true of all of us, including the people of Judah and Jerusalem and all 
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Israel, scattered near and far, wherever you have driven us because of our disloyalty to 

you. 8 O YaHWeH, we and our kings, princes, and ancestors are covered with shame 

because we have sinned against you. 9 But YaHWeH our God is merciful and 

forgiving, even though we have rebelled against Him. 10 We have not obeyed 

YaHWeH our God, for we have not followed the instructions He gave us through His 

servants the prophets. 11 All Israel has disobeyed your instruction and turned away, 

refusing to listen to Your voice.  

To disregard God’s Word is “the beginning of all moral disorders.” Leupold 

*10 Daniel 9 “So now the solemn curses and judgments written in the Law of 

Moses, the servant of God, have been poured down on us because of our sin. 12 You 

have kept Your word and done to us and our rulers exactly as You warned. Never has 

there been such a disaster as happened in Jerusalem. 13 Every curse written against us 

in the Law of Moses has come true. Yet we have refused to seek mercy from 

YaHWeH our God by turning from our sins and recognizing His truth. 14 Therefore, 

YaHWeH has brought upon us the disaster He prepared. YaHWeH our God was 

right to do all of these things, for we did not obey Him.  

*10a Daniel 9:13 (NASB95) 13 “As it is written in the law of Moses, all this calamity has come on 

us; yet we have not “sought the face of” YaHWeH our God by turning from our iniquity and 

giving attention to Your truth.  

*11 Leviticus 26:27–35 (NLT) 27 “If in spite of all this you still refuse to listen and still remain 

hostile toward Me, 28 then I will give full vent to My hostility. I Myself will punish you seven 

times over for your sins. 29 Then you will eat the flesh of your own sons and daughters. 30 I will 

destroy your pagan shrines and knock down your places of worship. I will leave your lifeless 

corpses piled on top of your lifeless idols, and I will despise you. 31 I will make your cities desolate 

and destroy your places of pagan worship. I will take no pleasure in your offerings that should be 

a pleasing aroma to Me. 32 Yes, I Myself will devastate your land, and your enemies who come to 

occupy it will be appalled at what they see. 33 I will scatter you among the nations and bring out 

My sword against you. Your land will become desolate, and your cities will lie in ruins. 34 Then 

at last the land will enjoy its neglected Sabbath years as it lies desolate while you are in exile in 

the land of your enemies. Then the land will finally rest and enjoy the Sabbaths it missed. 35 As 

long as the land lies in ruins, it will enjoy the rest you never allowed it to take every seventh year 

while you lived in it. (Deut. 28:15-68) 

The warnings of God to Israel were almost endless. At each level He would bring 

a disaster in discipline which was appropriate to help His people realize that 

they were on a wrong path and needed to return to Him in repentance (See Ps 

78:31-33). Over and over in the Law He offered grace at each step. But once the 

grace of God was refused – there was no return. Paul warned us to learn from 

their mistakes: 
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*11a 1 Corinthians 10:6-12 (NASB95) 6 Now these things happened as examples for us, so that 

we would not crave evil things as they also craved. 7 Do not be idolaters…8 Nor let us act 

immorally, …9 Nor let us try the Lord…10 Nor grumble… 11 Now these things happened to them as 

an example, and they were written for our instruction, upon whom the ends of the ages have 

come. 12 Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed that he does not fall.  

Ignoring the loving discipline and admonition of the Lord can lead to disastrous 

consequences in your life. It’s a good habit when unpleasant circumstances 

come into your life to ask: “Lord, what have I done to cause this, if anything” 

and “Lord, what do You want me to learn through this?” 

*12 Romans 2:4–5 (NLT) 4 Don’t you see how wonderfully kind, tolerant, and patient God is with 

you? Does this mean nothing to you? Can’t you see that his kindness is intended to turn you from 

your sin? 5 But because you are stubborn and refuse to turn from your sin, you are storing up 

terrible punishment for yourself. For a day of anger is coming, when God’s righteous judgment 

will be revealed.  

*12a Acts 20:21 (NLT) 21 I have had one message for Jews and Greeks alike—the necessity of 

repenting from sin and turning to God, and of having faith in our Lord Jesus.  

Daniel 9 15 “O YaHWeH our God, you brought lasting honor to your name by rescuing 

your people from Egypt in a great display of power. But we have sinned and are full of 

wickedness. *13 16 In view of all your faithful mercies, YaHWeH, please turn your furious 

anger away from your city Jerusalem, your holy mountain. All the neighboring nations 

mock Jerusalem and your people because of our sins and the sins of our ancestors. 
17 “O our God, hear your servant’s prayer! Listen as I plead. For your own sake, YaHWeH, 

smile again on your desolate sanctuary. 18 “O my God, lean down and listen to me. 

Open your eyes and see our despair. See how your city—the city that bears Your 

name—lies in ruins. We make this plea, not because we deserve help, but because of 

your mercy. 19 “O YaHWeH, hear. O YaHWeH, forgive. O YaHWeH, listen and act! For 

your own sake, do not delay, O my God, for your people and your city bear your 

name.”  

One of the consequences of public sin among God’s people is that it gives 

occasion for godless people to mock God and His people. It is a shame and 

embarrassment to God when His people act like those in the world, and it 

weakens our Gospel message. Being holy, set apart unto the Lord 

strengthens your testimony with others. Being like everyone else and 

indulging in the sins and enticements of the world, pretty much destroys your 

reputation and God’s. 

Notice that Daniel rightly confesses that the plight of his people and the Holy 

city of Jerusalem is their own fault. He confesses all the way through his prayer: 

“We have sinned”. He understands that the bad reputation of YaHWeH has 

come from the failure of His people – not from the failure of God. 
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*14 Daniel begged for mercy, not for help, because he knew that his people deserved God’s 

wrath and punishment. God sends His help, not because we deserve it, but because He wants 

to show great mercy. If God would refuse to help us because of our sin, how could we 

complain? But when He sends mercy when we deserve punishment, how can we withhold 

our praise and thanksgiving? Life Application Bible 

But Daniel also reminds God that He owns Jerusalem, the only city in the world that 

has ever borne the Name of God, that the Temple was His house, the only place He 

ever agreed to dwell among men and the descendants of Israel – the people that He 

made the everlasting covenant with! This is God’s problem – because no man can 

rebuild the city, the Temple and the Jewish people. 

We need to remember the singular, remarkable and supernatural position of the 

Jewish people. Paul’s prayer echoes Daniel’s prayer: *14a Romans 9:2–5 (NIV84) 2 I 

have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. 3 For I could wish that I myself were cursed 

and cut off from Christ for the sake of my brothers, those of my own race, 4 the people of Israel. 

Theirs is the adoption as sons; theirs the divine glory, the covenants, the receiving of the law, the 

temple worship and the promises. 5 Theirs are the patriarchs, and from them is traced the human 

ancestry of Christ, who is God over all, forever praised! Amen.  

But we must remember that even God’s chosen people could turn their back on 

their covenant with YaHWeH – act like pagans – and receive a severe 

discipline/punishment for their actions. As God’s children today, we have been 

given so much: forgiveness of our sins, acceptance into God’s family, the Spirit 

of grace living in us, God’s Law written on our hearts and a promise of being 

with God for eternity! We have so much to be thankful for, and yet, with these 

blessings come responsibilities to God and man. The writer to the Hebrews 

echoes these thoughts: 

*15 Hebrews 10:26–31 (NIV84) 26 If we deliberately keep on sinning after we have received 

the knowledge of the truth, no sacrifice for sins is left, 27 but only a fearful expectation of 

judgment and of raging fire that will consume the enemies of God. 28 Anyone who rejected the 

law of Moses died without mercy on the testimony of two or three witnesses. 29 How much more 

severely do you think a man deserves to be punished who has trampled the Son of God under 

foot, who has treated as an unholy thing the blood of the covenant that sanctified him, and 

who has insulted the Spirit of grace? 30 For we know him who said, “It is mine to avenge; I will 

repay,” and again, “The Lord will judge His people.” 31 It is a terrible thing to fall into the hands 

of the living God.  

Our fear of God can lead us to repent before God as the Spirit of Grace convicts 

us and cry out to God for His mercy!  

*16 Daniel 9 20 I went on praying and confessing my sin and the sin of 

my people, pleading with YaHWeH my God for Jerusalem, His holy 

mountain. 21 As I was praying, Gabriel, whom I had seen in the earlier 

vision, came swiftly to me at the time of the evening sacrifice (3pm). 22 He 

explained to me, “Daniel, I have come here to give you insight and 
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understanding. 23 The moment you began praying, a command was given. 

And now I am here to tell you what it was, for you are very precious 

to God. Listen carefully so that you can understand the meaning of your 

vision.  

Evidently Daniel had a vision while he was praying for his people, and that we 

do not have recorded until it is explained by Gabriel. I find it interesting that in 

answer to Daniel’s prayer for the return to the land of Israel and the restoration 

of the temple and city – God shows him the future and how that restoration is 

going to happen. But the answer goes much further to show how YaHWeH is 

going to deal with the root problem of rebellion and sin in His people. God 

is showing him the physical restoration but also the more important spiritual 

restoration of God’s people! 

*17 Daniel 9 24 “A period of seventy sets of seven has been decreed for 

your people and your holy city to finish their rebellion, to put an end to 

their sin, to atone for their guilt, to bring in everlasting 

righteousness, to confirm the prophetic vision, and to anoint the Most 

Holy Place.  

The answer to Daniel’s prayer for Israel is two-fold. First, the length of the 

judgment of Israel is 70 years and it must be fulfilled. But YaHWeH is bringing 

about the end of the captivity and the restoration of Israel though world events. 

Second, God explains that the real problem of Israel is sin, and that sin must be 

dealt with. His attention to send His Son as the Messiah of Israel – the Anointed 

One who will make an end to sin and bring eternal righteousness to God’s 

chosen people! 

“This prophecy, it must be noted, concerns three deliverances. Daniel was greatly burdened about 

an early deliverance of the Jews from Babylon to return to Jerusalem. God was also interested in 

their deliverance from bondage to sin (at Christ’s first advent) and in the final deliverance of the 

Jews from oppression (at Christ’s second coming) . . .” Campbell 

*18 Daniel 9 25 Now listen and understand! Seven sets of seven plus sixty-

two sets of seven will pass from the time the command is given to rebuild 

Jerusalem until a ruler—the Anointed One—comes. [“the Anointed One, 

the ruler” NIV “strong, mighty ruler”] Jerusalem will be rebuilt with streets and 

strong defenses, despite the perilous times.  

*18a The Hebrew word translated “weeks” (sabu’im) literally means “sevens.” It can refer to 

seven days (Gen. 29:27–28) or seven years (Lev. 25:3–5). Most scholars believe that this word 

here represents seven years. Daniel had been thinking of God’s program for Israel in terms of 

years (vv. 1–2). It would have been normal then for him to interpret these sevens as years. For 

defense of this view based on additional internal evidence in the Book of Daniel, see Otto Zöckler, 
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“The Book of the Prophet Daniel,” in Lange’s Commentary on the Holy Scriptures, 7:2:194. See 

also Pentecost, “Daniel,” p. 1361. Tom Constable 1 

There are four decrees concerning the rebuilding in Jerusalem that Scripture records. The first was 

Cyrus’ decree to rebuild the temple in 538 B.C. (2 Chron. 36:22–23; Ezra 1:1–4; 6:1–5). The 

second was Darius I’s decree in 512 B.C. confirming Cyrus’ earlier one (Ezra 6:1, 6–12). The 

third was Artaxerxes’ decree in 457 B.C. (Ezra 7:11–26). The fourth was Artaxerxes’ decree 

authorizing Nehemiah to rebuild Jerusalem in 444 B.C. (Neh. 2:1–8). The first two authorized the 

rebuilding of the temple, and the third provided for animal sacrifices in the temple. The fourth 

one gave the Jews permission to rebuild Jerusalem’s walls, and it seems to be the one in view 

here. The Jews encountered opposition as they sought to rebuild and refortify their ancient 

capital, as the Book of Nehemiah records. The date 444 B.C. then marks the beginning of 

this 490-year period. Tom constable 

“This perfectly describes the work of Nehemiah and under what difficult circumstances he 

performed his tasks.” Daniel Feinberg 

*19 “There was only one occasion in our Lord’s earthly ministry on which He is depicted as 

presenting Himself openly as Zion’s King, the so-called ‘Triumphal Entry,’ recorded in each one 

of the Gospels and fulfilling Zechariah 9:9 and Psalm 118:26.” (Newell) 

*19a Zechariah 9:9 (NIV84) 9 Rejoice greatly, O Daughter of Zion! Shout, Daughter of Jerusalem! 

See, your king comes to you, righteous and having salvation, gentle and riding on a donkey, on a 

colt, the foal of a donkey.  

*20 Psalm 118:22–27 (NASB95) 22 The stone which the builders rejected Has become the chief 

corner stone. 23 This is YaHWeH’S doing; It is marvelous in our eyes. 24 This is the day which 

YaHWeH has made; Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 25 O YAHWEH, do save, we beseech You; O 

YAHWEH, we beseech You, do send prosperity! 26 Blessed is the one who comes in the name of 

YaHWeH; We have blessed you from the house of YaHWeH. 27 YaHWeH is God, and He has given 

us light; Bind the festival sacrifice with cords to the horns of the altar.  

*21 Daniel 9 26 “After this period of sixty-two sets of seven, the 

Anointed One will be killed (The word translated “cut off” is used of executing the 

death penalty on a criminal. Thus the prophecy clearly points to the crucifixion of Christ. 

(Walvoord), appearing to have accomplished nothing, and a ruler will arise 

whose armies will destroy the city and the Temple.  

“Cut off” is a poignant description of Jesus’ earthly life up to and including the cross. *21a  

“Born in another man’s stable, cradled in another man’s manger with nowhere to lay His 

head during His life on earth, and buried in another man’s tomb after dying on a cursed 

cross, the Christ of God and the Friend of the friendless was indeed cut off and had 

nothing.” (Heslop) 

 
1 Tom Constable, Tom Constable’s Expository Notes on the Bible (Galaxie 

Software, 2003). 

https://ref.ly/logosres/gs-tc-notes?art=g27dan360&off=5&ctx=360.+~For+defense+of+this+view+based+on+a
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*22 In Old Testament days the highpoint in Israel’s festival calendar was the Day of 

Atonement (Lev. 16). On that day the nation assembled before God, acknowledged her sin, 

and offered blood sacrifices to cover that sin. Though that sacrifice covered Israel’s sin for 

12 months, it did not permanently remove that sin (Heb. 10:1–3). It was necessary that a 

sacrifice be offered God that would permanently remove all the accumulated sins. This 

sacrifice was offered by Jesus Christ who by His death made payment for all sins that had 

not been removed in the past (cf. Rom. 3:25). So His atoning work on the cross has made 

possible His future “finishing” of Israel’s transgression. 2 

*23 Dav id  Reagan (see  fu l l  a r t i c le  be low) : The  f i rs t  person  in  modern  

h is to ry  to  ca lcu la te  the  483  years  to  the  “cu t t ing  o f f ”  o f  the  Mess iah  

was  S i r  Robe r t  Ande rson  in  h i s  book ,  T h e  C o min g  Pr in ce  (1894 ) .  Us ing  

the  decree  to  Nehemiah  issued  in  445  B.C.  as  h i s  s ta r t ing  po in t ,  and  

us ing  what  he  ca l led  “ the  360  day  p rophe t i c  yea r , ”  Ande rson  

ca lcu la ted  tha t  i t  was  exac t ly  173 ,880  days  o r  483  luna r  yea rs  f rom 

the  day  the  ed ic t  was  i ssued to  the  day  Jesus  made H is  t r iumpha l  

en t ry  in to  Je rusa lem.  H is  ca lcu la t ions  p laced  the  c ruc i f i x ion  in  t he  

spr ing  o f  32  A .D.  These  ca lcu la t ions  have  rema ined  a lmos t  sac red  in  

Ch r i s t ian  th ink ing  fo r  the  pas t  one  hund red  years .  (No one today is able 

dogmatically to declare that Sir Robert Anderson’s computations are impossible.” (Walvoord))   

The Seventy Weeks of Daniel as Understood by Sir Robert Anderson in The 

Coming Prince 

Daniel 9:24-25 says that from the decree to rebuild Jerusalem to the coming of the Messiah 

there will be 483 years. 

7 + 62 “weeks” = 69 groups of seven years. 7 x 69 = 483 years 

Anderson understood a prophetic year as 360 days. This is based both on ancient history and 

on Revelation 11:2, 13:5, 11:3, and 12:6 which indicate that 42 months – 3 ½ years – are 

equal to 1,260 days. 

Therefore, 483 years x 360 days = 173,880 days 

Artaxerxes started his reign in 465 b.c. The decree to rebuild Jerusalem was given on the 

first day of Nisan, in the 20th year of Artaxerxes. In our calendar system (the Julian 

calendar) that date is March 14, 445 b.c. (Nehemiah 2:1) 

Jesus started His ministry in the 15th year of Tiberius (see Luke 3:1). Tiberius started his 

reign in a.d. 14, so Jesus’ ministry started in a.d. 29. Anderson believed that Jesus celebrated 

four Passovers during His ministry, one each in a.d. 29, 30, 31. and His final Passover in a.d. 

32. With the help of lunar charts, we can calculate the exact date of ancient Passovers, so it is 

 
2 J. Dwight Pentecost, “Daniel,” in The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An 

Exposition of the Scriptures, ed. J. F. Walvoord and R. B. Zuck, vol. 1 (Wheaton, 

IL: Victor Books, 1985), 1361–1362. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/bkc?ref=Bible.Da9.24&off=2295&ctx=to+Daniel%E2%80%99s+prayer.%0a~In+Old+Testament+day
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possible to calculate the exact day of Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem as April 6, a.d. 

32. 

From 445 b.c. to a.d. 32. there are 476 years on the Julian calendar 

(not 477 years, because there is no year zero). 

476 years x 365 days = 173,740 days. 

Adjusting for the difference between March 14 and April 6 adds 24 days. 

Adjusting for leap years over a period of 476 years adds 116 days. 

The total number of days from March 14, 445 b.c. to April 6, a.d. 32. 

173,740 + 24 + 116 = 173,880 days. 

According to his calendar, Daniel told us there would be 173,880 days between the decree 

and the arrival of Messiah the Prince. 

Jesus said to the Jews of this day: If you had known, even you, especially in this your day, the 

things that make for your peace! (Luke 19:42). David said of this day in Psalm 118:24: This is 

the day which YaHWeH has made; we will rejoice and be glad in it. 

*24 Now,  us ing Ezra ’s  decree  as  the  star t ing poin t  (457  B .C. ) ,  i f  

we  count  forward  483  years  we wi l l  a r r ive  a t  27  A .D.  Accord ing  to  

the  t rans la to r  o f  Josephus,  t he  Jew i sh  New Year  tha t  began in  the  fa l l  

o f  27  A .D .  marked the  beginn ing o f  the  las t  Jub i lee  Year  tha t  the  

Jews enjoyed in  the  land  be fore  the i r  wor ldwide dispersa l  by  the  

Romans in  70  A .D.  Th is  i s  mos t  l i ke ly  the  yea r  tha t  Jesus  began His  

pub l ic  m in is t ry .  Th is  i s  h in ted  a t  in  Luke  4  where  i t  says  tha t  when 

Jesus  launched His  m in is t ry  a t  the  synagogue in  Naza re th ,  He  d id  so  

by  read ing  a  passage  f rom I sa iah  61  about  the  way in  wh ich  the  

Mess iah  wou ld  fu l f i l l  the  sp i r i tua l  essence  o f  the  Jub i lee .  A f te r  

f in ish ing  the  read ing ,  Jesus  p roc la imed,  “Today  t h i s  S c r i p tu r e  ha s  b een  

f u l f i l l ed  i n  you r  hear i ng”  (L uk e  4 : 21 ) .  

Here is the important thing to keep in mind: All the different theories and calculations 

have the Jesus coming as the “Anointed” and then being “cut-off” somewhere around 30 

AD. Who else fulfilled these prophesies around 30AD? NO ONE! Jesus is the Messiah of 

Israel that Daniel prophesied would come. 

*25 Daniel 9 The end will come with a flood, and war and its miseries are 

decreed from that time to the very end. 27 The ruler will make a treaty 

with the people for a period of one set of seven, but after half this 

time, he will put an end to the sacrifices and offerings. And as a climax 

to all his terrible deeds, he will set up a sacrilegious object that causes 

desecration, until the fate decreed for this defiler is finally poured out on 

him.”  

These events have yet to happen! 
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We can think of it in this way: God appointed 490 years of special focus on Israel in His 

redemptive plan. The years were paused by Israel’s rejection of Jesus. Now there is no special 

focus on Israel in God’s redemptive plan because this is the time of the church. God’s focus will 

return to Israel when the church is taken away (at the Rapture) and the last seven years of man’s 

rule on this earth begin. A significant event that will mark the beginning of this seven-year period 

is the confirming of a covenant. With this covenant Israel will embrace the Antichrist as a 

political messiah, if not the literal Messiah. The covenant he will make will evidently be a peace 

covenant, in which he will guarantee Israel’s safety in the land. Therefore she will need and 

welcome the peacemaking role of this head of the confederation of 10 European (Roman) nations. 

Walvoord 

*25a The Book of Revelation sees this seven year period with both its halves as yet future 

(Revelation 12:6, 13-14; 13:5-9, 14-15). The middle of the week and the end of sacrifice had not 

yet happened in 90 a.d. David Guzik 

*26 2 Thessalonians 2:3–4 (NASB95) 3 Let no one in any way deceive you, for it will not come 

unless the apostasy comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction, 4 

who opposes and exalts himself above every so-called god or object of worship, so that he takes 

his seat in the temple of God, displaying himself as being God.  

*26a Matthew 24:15–20 (NIV84) 15 “So when you see standing in the holy place ‘the 

abomination that causes desolation,’ spoken of through the prophet Daniel—let the reader 

understand— 16 then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. 17 Let no one on the roof 

of his house go down to take anything out of the house. 18 Let no one in the field go back to get 

his cloak. 19 How dreadful it will be in those days for pregnant women and nursing mothers! 20 

Pray that your flight will not take place in winter or on the Sabbath.  

*27 – Chart of Daniel’s 70 weeks 

We are living in what some have called the age of grace. What they mean is the 

time between the resurrection and the end of the age. We could call this the 

“church” age or the calling of Gentiles. But the wonderful thing is that the Holy 

Spirit is calling those out of the world who will hear the Good News of a Risen 

Savior, will repent of their sin and will come to Jesus Christ for the forgiveness 

of their sin. Maybe you need to come to Jesus today, repent of your sin and ask 

Him to save you from the wrath to come? 

For those of us who are God’s children, waiting for our Lord to come and get us; 

we are called to lead lives set apart to God in this last age. We are called as 

God’s ambassadors to proclaim a message of reconciliation. That we have 

passed from death to life and we call others to follow us to know God through 

Christ our Savior. The strength of our witness to the world is our holiness and 

our commitment to God’s Word. Maybe you haven’t been living a holy life, but 

you are indulging in the forbidden pleasures of the world? Maybe you haven’t 

been listening to God’s word or heeding His discipline in your life and today you 

need to repent and confess you sins?  

Let’s spend some time praying! 
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For further study: 

“Danie l ’s  70  Weeks  o f  Years ”  By D r .  D av id  R .  R eag an  

One o f  the  most  remarkab le  and  impor tan t  p rophec ies  in  the  B ib le  is  

found  in  Da ni e l  9 :2 4 -2 7 .  I t  i s  the  corne rs tone  o f  Mess ian ic  p rophecy  

because  i t  es tab l ishes  the  t im ing  o f  bo th  the  F i rs t  and  Second 

Advents  o f  the  Mess iah .  

The p rophecy  is  usua l l y  re fe r red  to  as  “The  70  Weeks o f  Yea rs . ”  Th is  

name de r i ves  f rom the  open ing  words  o f  most  Eng l i sh  

t rans la t ions :  “Seven t y  w eeks  h a ve  b een  decreed”  (D ani e l  9 :2 4 ) .  In  the  

Hebrew,  the  word  t rans la ted  “weeks ”  i s  ac tua l ly  the  word  “sevens. ”  

So,  the  tex t  actua l ly  says,  “Seven ty  s e vens  ha ve  b een  decreed…”   

Jus t  as  the  Eng l i sh  wo rd  “dozen ”  can  re fe r  to  a  dozen o f  any th ing ,  the  

Hebrew word  shavu im,  mean ing  “sevens , ”  can  re fe r  to  seven  o f  

any th ing .  I t s  exac t  mean ing  is  dependen t  upon the  con tex t .  In  th is  

key  passage f rom Dan ie l ,  the  con tex t  makes i t  c lea r  tha t  he  i s  

speak ing  o f  yea rs  —  seven ty  sevens  o f  yea rs ,  wh ich  wou ld  be  a  to ta l  

o f  490  yea rs .  I t  i s  the re fo re  app ropr ia t e  to  re fe r  to  t he  p rophecy  as  

“The  70  Weeks o f  Yea rs ”  even  though  those  exac t  words  a re  no t  

found  in  the  passage  i t se l f .  

The  Jewish Contex t  and Goals  

Ano the r  impor tan t  th ing  to  keep  in  m ind  about  t he  con tex t  o f  the  

passage is  tha t  i t  is  d i rec ted to  the  Jew ish people .  The  open ing  

words  o f  the  p rophecy  make th is  c lea r :  “Seven t y  w eeks  h a ve  b een  

d ec lar ed  fo r  yo ur  peo p l e  a nd  you r  ho ly  c i t y…”  (D an i e l  9 : 24 ) .  The  focus  

o f  the  p rophecy  is  the  na t ion  o f  I s rae l  and  the  c i t y  o f  Je rusa lem.  

The  p rophecy  beg ins  by  s ta t ing  tha t  s ix  th ings  w i l l  be  accompl ished  

rega rd ing  the  Jewish  peop le  du r ing  a  per iod  o f  490  yea rs :  

“ Fi n i sh  th e  t ran sgres s io n”  

“ Mak e  an  end  o f  s in ”  

“ Mak e  a ton em en t  f o r  in i qu i ty ”  

“ B rin g  in  ev er l as t in g  r igh t eo usn es s”  

“ S ea l  up  v i s i on  and  p roph ecy”  

“ An oin t  th e  m o s t  h o ly  p l a ce”  

Le t ’ s  take  a  momen t  to  cons ide r  the  mean ing  o f  these  s ix  p rophec ies .  

The  f i rs t ,  “ f in ish  the  t ransg ress ion , ”  re fe rs  to  the  Jew ’s  re jec t ion  o f  

God.  The  Hebrew word  t rans la ted  “ t ransgress ion”  conno tes  the  idea  

of  rebe l l ion ,  and  the  rebe l l ion  o f  the  Jewish  peop le  is  the i r  re jec t ion  

o f  Jesus  as  the i r  Mess iah .  Jesus  sa id  He wou ld  no t  re tu rn  un t i l  the  
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Jewish  peop le  a re  w i l l ing  to  say ,  “Ble ss ed  i s  H e  w ho  co m es  i n  t h e  n am e  

o f  t h e  Lord” (M at thew  23 : 37 - 39 ) .  The  Jews w i l l  open  the i r  hea r t s  t o  

the i r  Mess i ah  be fo re  Dan ie l ’s  490  yea r  pe r iod  ends.  

The  pe r iod  w i l l  a lso  w i tness  an  “end  o f  s i n”  fo r  the  Jews .  The  word  

t rans la ted  “s in ”  re fe rs  to  the  s ins  o f  da i ly  l i f e  —  s ins  o f  d ishonesty  

and  immora l i t y .  Th is  end  o f  s in  w i l l  occur  a t  the  t ime the  Jews accep t  

the i r  Mess iah  and  H is  ea r th ly  re ign  o f  r igh teousness  beg ins .  

An a tonemen t  fo r  I s rae l ’ s  s ins  is  the  th i rd  th ing  tha t  w i l l  happen 

du r ing  Dan ie l ’s  70  weeks  o f  yea rs .  Th is  a tonemen t  occu r red ,  o f  

cou rse ,  when Jesus  shed H is  b lood  on  the  Cross  fo r  the  s ins  o f  the  

wo r ld .  Bu t  tha t  a tonemen t  w i l l  no t  ac tua l ly  be  app l ied  to  the  Jews 

un t i l  they  app rop r ia te  i t  by  accep t ing  Jesus  as  the i r  Mess iah .  

The  490  year  pe r iod  w i l l  a lso  “br ing  i n  e ver la s t i ng  r i gh t eousness .”  Th is  

undoubted ly  re fe rs  to  the  es tab l ishment  o f  the  Mess iah ’ s  ea r th ly  re ign  

when the  ea r th  w i l l  be  f looded w i th  peace ,  r igh teousness  and  jus t i ce  

as  the  wate rs  cove r  t he  sea .  

The  f i f th  ach ievement  w i l l  be  the  fu l f i l lmen t  o f  a l l  p rophecy  

conce rn ing  the  Mess iah .  The  Apost le  Pe te r  re fe r red  to  two  t ypes  o f  

Mess ian ic  p ro phecy  —  those  re la ted  to  “ the  su f f e r i n gs  o f  Chr i s t”  and  

those  conce rn ing  “the  g l or i e s  t o  f o l l ow”  (1  P e t e r  1 : 11 ) .  The  su f fe r ing  

p rophec ies  we re  a l l  fu l f i l l ed  a t  the  Cross .  The  p rophec ies  

conce rn ing  “the  g lo r i e s  t o  f o l l ow”  a re  ye t  to  be  fu l f i l l ed .  Jus t  as  Je sus  

was  humi l ia ted  in  h is to ry ,  He  i s  go ing  to  be  g lo r i f ied  in  h is to ry .  Th is  

w i l l  occu r  when the  Jews  accep t  H im,  and  He re tu rns  to  re ign  ove r  the  

wor ld  f rom Mt .  Z ion  in  Je rusa lem.  

The  f ina l  goa l  to  be  ach ieved  a t  the  end  o f  the  70  weeks  o f  yea rs  

i s  “the  a no in t in g  o f  t he  mo s t  ho l y .”  Most  Eng l i sh  t rans la t ions  say  “the  

m o s t  ho l y  p lace .”  The  Hebrew s imp ly  says ,  “the  most  ho ly .”  

Commenta to rs  there fo re  d i f fe r  as  to  whe the r  th i s  is  a  re fe rence  to  the  

ano in t ing  o f  the  Mess iah  as  K ing  o f  k ings  o r  whe the r  i t  i s  ta l k i ng  

abou t  the  ano in t ing  o f  t he  Mi l lenn ia l  Temp le  desc r ibed  in  Ezek ie l  40 -

48 .  E i the r  way the  ano in t ing  w i l l  no t  take  p lace  un t i l  the  Lo rd  re tu rns  

in  response  to  the  na t iona l  repen tance  o f  the  Jews .  

The  Star t ing  Po in t  

Dan ie l  says  a l l  these  sp i r i tua l  goa ls  w i l l  be  accompl ished  w i th in  a  

spec ia l  pe r iod  o f  490  yea rs .  When d id  tha t  per iod  beg in ,  and  when  d id  

i t  end?  I t  i s  when Dan ie l  add resses  these  ques t ions  tha t  he  beg ins  to  

g ive  c lues  as  to  the  t im ing  o f  the  F i rs t  and  Second  Advents  o f  the  

Mess iah .  

The  p rophecy  says  tha t  the  s ta r t i ng  po in t  o f  the  70  weeks  o f  yea rs  

w i l l  be  “the  i s s u ing  o f  a  d ecr ee  t o  r es t or e  a nd  r eb u i ld  Jerusa l em”  (D ani e l  

9 :2 5 ) .  Keep in  m ind  tha t  th is  p rophecy  was g iven  to  Dan ie l  by  the  
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ange l  Gabr ie l  du r ing  the  t ime  o f  I s rae l ’s  ex i le  in  Baby lon .  T he 

app rox imate  da te  was  538  B .C . ,  sho r t ly  be fo re  the  f i r s t  remnant  o f  

Jews were  a l lowed to  re tu rn  to  Je rusa lem in  536  B.C .  unde r  

Ze rubbabe l .  Je rusa lem was  in  ru ins  a t  th i s  t ime,  hav ing  been 

des t royed  by  Nebuchadnezza r  70  yea rs  ea r l ie r  in  586  B.C.  (The  

cap t iv i t y  had  begun  in  605  B.C. ,  be fo re  the  des t ruc t ion  o f  Je rusa lem,  

when Nebuchadnezza r  took  Dan ie l  and  o the r  “you ths”  to  Baby lon  as  

hostages —  D ani e l  1 :1 -4 . )  

The  c ruc ia l  ques t ion  re la tes  to  when the  dec ree  was i ssued  “ to  

r e s t or e  an d  r eb u i l d  Je ru sa l em .”  The re  a re  th ree  poss ib le  da tes :  

5 3 8  B .C .  —  C y rus ,  Kin g  o f  Pers i a ,  i s s ued  a  d ecree  to  Zerubb ab el  t o  

r ebu i ld  th e  T em ple  in  J erus a l em  ( 2  C h ron i c l es  3 6 : 22 -2 3 ;  Ezra  1 :1 -3 ;  

a nd  E zra  6 :1 -5 ) .  

4 5 7  B .C .  —  A r ta x erx es ,  Kin g  o f  P ers i a ,  i s su ed  a  d ecree  t o  Ezra  

a ut ho r i z i ng  h im  t o  re ins t i tu t e  th e  T em pl e  s erv ice s ,  ap po in t  jud g es  and  

m a gi s t ra te s ,  an d  tea ch  th e  L a w ( E zra  7 : 11 - 26 ) .  

4 4 5  B .C .  —  A r ta x erx es  i s su ed  a  d ecree  t o  N eh em iah  to  rebu i ld  th e  w al l s  

o f  J eru sa l em  ( N ehem ia h  2 : 1 -8 ) .  

On the  su r face ,  the  th i rd  dec re e ,  t he  one  issued to  Nehemiah ,  seems 

to  be  the  mos t  obv ious  cand ida te  fo r  t he  s ta r t ing  da te  o f  t he  

p rophecy ,  fo r  i t  i s  the  on ly  one  tha t  spec i f i ca l l y  re la tes  to  the  

rebu i ld ing  o f  the  c i t y .  Fo r  tha t  reason ,  mos t  commen ta to rs  have  

se lec ted  i t  as  the  beg inn in g  o f  the  70  weeks  o f  yea rs .  

The  Events  o f  the  70  Weeks  o f  Years  

Dan ie l ’ s  p rophecy  nex t  s ta tes  tha t  the  490  yea rs  w i l l  be  d i v ided  in to  

th ree  pe r iods  as  fo l lows:  seven  weeks  (49  yea rs )  p lus  s i x ty - two  

weeks  (434  yea rs)  p lus  one  week (7  yea rs ) .  He  s ta tes  tha t  a t  the  end  

o f  the  f i r s t  two  per iods  (69  weeks  o r  483  yea rs ) ,  t he  Mess iah  w i l l  

be  “cu t  o f f , ”  a  seem ing ly  c lea r  re fe rence  to  the  c ruc i f i x ion .  He  then  

s ta tes  tha t  bo th  Je rusa lem and the  Temple  w i l l  be  des t royed .  

The  p rophecy  conc ludes by  focus ing  on  the  las t  week  o f  yea rs .  I t  

says  tha t  fo l lowing  the  dea th  o f  the  Mess iah  and  the  des t ruc t ion  o f  

Je rusa lem,  “the  p r in ce  wh o  i s  t o  come”  wi l l  make  a  covenant  w i th  the  

Jew ish  peop le  tha t  w i l l  enab le  them to  re ins t i tu te  the i r  sac r i f i c ia l  

sys tem.  Th is  p r ince  wi l l  come f r om the  same peop le  who des t royed  

the  Temple  ( the  Romans) .  

We know f rom 2  Thessa lon ians  2  tha t  th is  “pr ince  who  i s  t o  come”  i s  

the  An t i ch r i s t ,  the  “man  o f  l aw l e s snes s”  who  i s  “ the  son  o f  

des t ruc t i on .”  The  same passage  makes i t  c lea r  tha t  h i s  covenant  w i l l  

enab le  the  Jews  to  rebu i ld  the i r  Temp le .  
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Both  passages —  Dan ie l  9  and  2  Thessa lon ians  2  —  es tab l ish  the  

fac t  tha t  in  the  m idd le  o f  th i s  70 th  week  (3  1 /2  years  in to  i t )  th i s  

“p r ince  who  i s  to  come”  w i l l  doub le  c ross  the  Jew ish  peop le .  He  wi l l  

march  in to  the  rebu i l t  Temp le  and  dec la re  h imse l f  to  be  God .  He wi l l  

s top  the  sac r i f i ces  and  he  wi l l  e rec t  “an  ab om in a t i on  o f  deso la t ion ,”  

most  l i ke ly  an  ido l  o f  h imse l f .  The  book o f  Reve la t ion  spec i f i es  tha t  

the  Mess iah  w i l l  re tu rn  to  ear th  3  1 /2  yea rs  a f te r  th i s  deso la t ion  o f  

the  Temple  takes  p lace .  

Now we have  the  t im ing  o f  the  two  advents  o f  the  Mess iah .  He  w i l l  

come the  f i r s t  t ime a t  t he  end  o f  483  yea rs  and  w i l l  be  “cu t  o f f ”  be fo re  

the  Temple  i s  des t royed .  He  w i l l  re tu rn  the  second t ime a t  the  end  o f  

a  seven  yea r  pe r iod  tha t  w i l l  beg in  w i th  a  t rea ty  tha t  a l lows the  Jews 

to  rebu i ld  the i r  Temp le  and  re ins t i tu te  the  Mosa ic  sys tem o f  

sac r i f i ces .  

Calcula t ing Dates  

The f i rs t  pe rson  in  modern  h is to ry  to  ca lcu la te  the  483  yea rs  to  the  

“ cu t t ing  o f f ”  o f  the  Mess i ah  was S i r  Robe r t  Ande rson  in  h i s  book ,  Th e  

C om in g  Pr in ce  (1894 ) .  Us ing  the  dec ree  to  Nehemiah  i ssued  in  445  

B.C.  as  h is  s ta r t ing  po in t ,  and  us ing  wha t  he  ca l led  “ the  360  day  

p rophe t i c  yea r , ”  Ande rson  ca lcu la ted  tha t  i t  was  exac t l y  173 ,880  days  

or  483  luna r  yea rs  f rom the  day  the  ed ic t  was issued to  the  day  Jesus  

made H is  t r iumpha l  en t ry  in to  Je rusa lem.  H is  ca lcu la t ions  p laced  the  

c ruc i f i x ion  in  the  spr ing  o f  32  A .D.  

These  ca lcu la t ions  have  rema ined  a lmos t  sac red  in  Ch r i s t ian  th ink ing  

fo r  the  pas t  one  hund red  yea rs .  Bu t  they  need to  be  examined 

care fu l l y  because  the  fac t  o f  the  mat te r  i s  tha t  the re  a re  two  ser ious  

prob lems  w i th  Ande rson ’s  ca lcu la t ions .  

 

The  Prophet ic  Year  Problem  

The f i rs t  i s  h i s  assumpt ion  tha t  t he  yea rs  in  the  p rophecy  a re  luna r  

yea rs  o f  360  days .  Tha t  assumpt ion  i s  based upon the  fac t  tha t  the  

book o f  Reve la t ion  de f ines  the  70 th  week o f  Dan ie l  as  las t ing  a  to ta l  

o f  2 ,520  days  ( R ev e l a t i on  1 1 :3  and  1 2 : 6 ) .  The  on ly  way tha t  can  

t rans la te  in to  seven  yea rs  is  by  us ing  lunar  yea rs  o f  360  days .  

Now,  on  the  su r face ,  i t  seems log ica l  t o  app ly  th is  Reve la t ion  

pr inc ip le  to  Dan ie l .  I f  t he  yea rs  o f  the  f ina l  week  o f  Dan ie l ’s  p rophecy  
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are  luna r  yea rs ,  then  su re ly  the  f i rs t  483  yea rs  must  a l so  be  lunar  

yea rs .  

But  the re  i s  a  f law  in  th i s  log ic .  Dan ie l ’ s  prophecy  was wr i t ten  to  the  

peop le  o f  h i s  t ime to  g ive  them,  among  o the r  th ings ,  an  ins igh t  as  to  

when the  Mess iah  wou ld  come.  And the  fac t  o f  the  mat te r  i s  tha t  

Dan ie l  does  no t  even  so  much  as  h in t  tha t  he  i s  speak ing  o f  any th ing  

o ther  than  regu la r  so la r  years .  

Some wou ld  coun te r  by  say ing  tha t  the  Jews used  a  luna r  ca lenda r  

and  the re fo re  though t  on ly  i n  luna r  te rms when ca lcu la t ing  t ime .  Bu t  

tha t  s imp ly  i s  no t  t rue .  The  Jews have  neve r  re l ied  on  a  pu re  luna r  

ca lenda r ,  l i ke  the  Mus l ims do .  The  Jews have  a l ways  used  a  

luna r / so la r  ca lenda r .  The i r  months  a re  30  days  long ,  bu t  they  inser t  

what  i s  ca l led  an  in te rca la ry  month  eve ry  so  o f ten  to  make 

ad jus tments  fo r  the  t rue  so la r  ca lenda r .  

Fo r  the  Jews  th is  i s  an  abso lu te  necess i ty  because  the i r  ma jo r  

fes t iva ls  (Passove r ,  Ha rves t  and  Tabe rnac les )  a re  a l l  d i rec t l y  re la ted  

to  the  ag r i cu l tu ra l  cyc le .  I f  they  d id  no t  make  the  so la r  ad jus tments ,  

the i r  fes t i va ls  wou ld  m ig ra te  a round the  ca lenda r ,  resu l t ing  in  ha rves t  

fes t iva ls  fa l l ing  du r ing  seed  p lan t ing  t imes!  Th is  i s  exac t l y  the  case  

w i th  the  Mus l im ca lenda r  wh ich  is  a  pure  luna r  ca lenda r .  And  thus ,  

the  sac red  fes t i va l  o f  Ramadan c i r cu la tes  a round the  yea r .  One yea r  

i t  w i l l  be  in  August ,  the  nex t  in  September ,  and  the  nex t  in  Octobe r .  

The  po in t  i s  tha t  the  Jews  in  Dan i e l ’ s  t ime d id  no t  th ink  in  te rms o f  

360  day  yea rs .  No r  d id  Dan ie l .  I f  you  w i l l  l ook  a t  D an i e l  9 : 1 -2  you  w i l l  

see  tha t  sho r t ly  be fo re  he  was g iven  the  70  Weeks o f  Yea rs  p rophecy  

by Gabr ie l ,  he  d iscove red  Je rem iah ’s  p rophecy  tha t  the  Baby lon ian  

capt iv i t y  wou ld  las t  70  yea rs .  He  rea l ized  immed ia te ly  tha t  he  was 

very  near  the  end  o f  those  70  years .  

The ind ica t ion  o f  th i s  passage is  tha t  Dan ie l  in te rp re ted  Je rem iah ’s  

prophecy  o f  70  yea rs  to  be  70  regu la r  yea rs  as  de f ined  by  the  Jew ish  

luna r / so la r  ca lenda r .  And  a ga in ,  i f  h i s  subsequen t  p rophecy  about  the  

70  weeks  o f  yea rs  was to  have  any  mean ing  to  the  Jew ish  peop le ,  i t  

had  to  be  unde rs tood  in  te rms  o f  regu la r  yea rs ,  no t  “p rophe t i c  yea rs ”  

of  360  days  each .  

Why then  wou ld  the re  be  a  d i f fe rence  be tween the  f i rs t  483  yea rs  and  

the  las t  seven?  I  suspect  i t  may re la te  to  a  s ta tement  made by  Jesus  

in  Mat thew 24 .  He sa id  the  70 th  week o f  Dan ie l  w i l l  be  “cu t  shor t”  l es t  

a l l  l i fe  on  ea r th  be  des t royed  dur ing  tha t  te r r ib le  pe r iod  o f  t r ibu la t ion  

(M at th ew 24 :2 2 ) .  

The  Terminus Problem 

The second p rob lem w i th  Ande rson ’s  ca lcu la t ions  i s  the i r  te rm inus  

da te  o f  32  A .D .  Th is  jus t  s imp ly  is  no t  an  accep tab le  yea r  f o r  the  
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dea th  o f  Jesus  s ince  i t  wou ld  p lace  the  c ruc i f i x ion  on  e i t her  Sunday 

o r  Monday.  Even Anderson  recogn ized  t h i s  p rob lem,  and  as  one  

au tho r  has  pu t  i t ,  Anderson  engaged in  some “mathemat ica l  

gymnast i cs ”  to  a r r i ve  a t  a  F r iday  c ruc i f i x ion .  

In  h is  book ,  Ch ro no lo g i ca l  As p ec t s  o f  t h e  L i f e  o f  C hr i s t ,  Ha ro ld  Hoehner  

o f  Da l las  Theo log ica l  Semina ry  sh i f t s  the  da te  o f  Nehe miah ’s  dec ree  

f rom 445 to  444  B.C.  and  then  ca lcu la tes  the  173 ,880  days  to  the  

spr ing  o f  33  A .D. ,  when  the  c ruc i f i x ion  wou ld  have  fa l l en  on  a  F r iday .  

Bu t  th i s  c rea tes  more  p rob lems  than  i t  so lves .  The  444  B.C.  da te  i s  

suspect  and  the  33  A .D.  da te  is  ve ry  l a te .  L uk e  3 : 23  says  Jesus  was 

“abou t  30  yea rs  o f  age ”  when He  began  H is  m in is t ry .  H is  m in is t ry  

l as ted  3  1 /2  yea rs .  Hoehner ’ s  ch rono logy  wou ld  make Jesus  32  years  

o ld  a t  the  s ta r t  o f  H is  m in is t ry  and  35  a t  t he  t ime o f  h is  dea th .  

An Al ternat ive  V iewpoint  

I  be l ieve  a  be t te r  so lu t ion  is  to  in te rp re t  Dan ie l ’s  p rophecy  as  

speak ing  o f  luna r  yea rs  ad jus ted  per iod ica l ly  and  thus  amount ing  to  

regu la r  yea rs .  I  a lso  be l ieve  tha t  the  bes t  s ta r t i ng  po in t  fo r  the  

p rophecy  i s  the  decree  issued to  Ez ra  in  457  B.C.  

I  have  a l ready  exp la ined  why I  be l ieve  regu la r  yea rs  shou ld  be  used .  

Le t  me now exp la in  why I  th ink  the  dec ree  issued to  Ez ra  shou ld  be  

used  as  the  s ta r t ing  po in t  f o r  the  ca lcu la t ion  o f  the  f i r s t  two  pe r iods  

to ta l ing  483  yea rs .  

The  dec ree  g iven  to  Ze rubbabe l  au tho r ized  the  rebu i ld ing  o f  the  

Temple .  The  dec ree  i ssued to  Nehemiah  conce rned  the  rebu i ld ing  o f  

the  wa l l s  o f  Je rusa lem.  Ez ra ’s  dec ree  was more  genera l  in  na tu re ,  

cove r ing  a  va r ie t y  o f  sub jec ts .  Bu t  we know f rom Scr ip tu re  tha t  he  

in te rp re ted  i t  t o  mean  tha t  the  Jews were  au tho r ized  to  launch  a  

gene ra l  rebu i ld ing  campa ign  tha t  inc luded the  temp le ,  the  c i t y ,  and  

the  wa l l s .  H is  in te rp re ta t ion  is  s ta ted  in  E zr a  9 : 9  —  “God  ha s  no t  

f o r sa ken  u s ,  b u t  h as  ex t en d ed  l ov in g  k i nd n es s  t o  us  i n  t h e  s i gh t  o f  t h e  k in gs  

o f  P er s ia ,  t o  g i ve  us  r ev i v in g  t o  ra i s e  u p  th e  h ou s e  o f  ou r  G od ,  t o  r es tor e  

i t s  ru in s ,  a nd  to  g i ve  us  a  wa l l  i n  Ju da h  a nd  Je ru sa l em”  (E zr a  9 : 9 ) .  

Now,  us ing  Ezra ’s  decree  as  the  s tar ing po in t  (457  B.C. ) ,  i f  we  

count  forward  483  years  we wi l l  a r r ive  a t  27  A.D .  (The re  is  on ly  

one  yea r  be tween 1  B .C.  and  1  A .D. )  Acco rd ing  to  the  t rans la to r  o f  

Josephus,  the  Jew ish  New Year  tha t  began  in  the  fa l l  o f  27  A .D.  

marked  the  beg inn ing  o f  the  las t  Jub i lee  Year  tha t  the  Jews  en joyed  

in  the  land  be fo re  the i r  wo r ldw ide  d ispe rsa l  by  the  Romans in  70  A .D.  

Th is  is  most  l i ke ly  the  yea r  tha t  Jesus  began His  pub l i c  m in is t ry .  Th is  

i s  h in ted  a t  in  Luke  4  where  i t  says  tha t  when Jesus  launched  H is  

m in is t ry  a t  the  synagogue in  Naza re th ,  He  d id  so  by  read ing  a  

passage f rom I sa iah  61  about  t he  way in  wh ich  the  Mess iah  wou ld  

fu l f i l l  the  sp i r i tua l  essence  o f  the  Jub i lee .  A f te r  f i n i sh ing  the  read ing ,  
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Jesus p roc la imed,  “Today  t h i s  S cr ip tu r e  ha s  b een  fu l f i l l ed  i n  you r  

hear ing”  (L uk e  4 :21 ) .  

The  Re la t ionship o f  the  Resurrec t ion  

Fur the r  ev idence  tha t  t h i s  da te  is  co r rec t  i s  the  fac t  tha t  i t  wou ld  

p lace  the  end  o f  Jesus ’  3  1 /2  yea r  m in is t ry  i n  the  sp r ing  o f  31 A.D.  

And  tha t  happens to  be  the  most  l i ke ly  yea r  o f  t he  c ruc i f i x ion .  

Mos t  scho la rs  have  t r ied  to  p lace  the  c ruc i f i x ion  in  e i the r  30  o r  33  

A.D.  because  these  a re  the  on ly  two  yea rs  in  the  t ime f rame o f  Jesus ’  

dea th  when Passover  fe l l  on  F r iday .  The  be l ie f  tha t  Jesus  was 

c ruc i f ied  on  a  Passove r  tha t  fe l l  on  F r iday  is  based on  a  s ta tement  

i n  Mar k  15 :4 2  wh ich  says  the  c ruc i f i x ion  took  p lace  on  “the  d a y  o f  

p r ep ar a t i on  b e for e  t h e  Sabba th .”  

Bu t  th i s  s ta tement  does  no t  necessa r i l y  mean  tha t  the  c ruc i f i x ion  took  

p lace  on  a  F r iday .  Such  an  assumpt ion  is  roo ted  in  Gen t i le  igno rance  

abou t  Jew ish  feas t  days .  What  t he  Gent i le  chu rch  has  fa i led  to  

recogn ize  ove r  the  cen tu r ies  is  tha t  the  f i rs t  day  a f te r  Passove r  i s  a  

feas t  day ,  o r  “H igh  Sabbath , ”  because  i t  i s  the  beg in n ing  o f  the  Feast  

o f  Un leavened  B read .  I t  i s  cons idered  to  be  a  Sabbath  regard less  o f  

what  day  o f  the  week i t  fa l l s  on  ( N um b er s  28 :1 6 -1 8 ) .  

The  Gospe ls  make i t  c lea r  tha t  the  c ruc i f i x ion  week had  two 

Sabbaths .  Mar k  16 :1  says  a  g roup  o f  women bough t  sp ices  t o  ano in t  

the  body o f  Jesus  a f te r  t he  Sabbath  was over .  Bu t  in  L u ke  2 3 : 56  i t  

says  they  bought  the  sp ices  be fo re  the  Sabbath  and  then  res ted  on  

the  Sabbath  be fo re  p roceed ing  to  the  tomb.  

In  the  year  31  A .D.  Passover  fe l l  on Wednesday.  Jesus was 

c ruc i f ied  tha t  morning  and bur ied tha t  evening .  The nex t  day ,  

Thu rsday,  was a  H igh  Sabbath .  On F r iday ,  a f te r  the  H igh  Sabbath ,  

the  women bought  the  sp ices  and  then  res ted  on  the  regu la r  Sabbath  

(Sa tu rday )  be fo re  go ing  to  the  tomb on  Sunday morn ing .  

Further  Col labora t io n 

The  t ime  span I  am proposing f rom 457 B.C.  to  27  A .D.  is  a lso 

suppor ted  by  another  amazing  p iece  o f  ev idence .  Do  you 

remember  how Danie l  d iv ided  the  f i rs t  483  years  in to  two per iods 

o f  t ime ,  f i rs t  49  years  and then 434  years? Why did  he  do tha t?  Go 

back  and  re - read  D ani e l  9 :2 5  and  no t i ce  tha t  he  makes spec i f i c  

re fe rence  to  the  rebu i ld ing  o f  the  c i t y  o f  Je rusa lem.  D id  he  d iv ide  the  

pe r iod  in to  two  par t s  to  ind ica te  tha t  the  rebu i ld ing  o f  the  c i t y  wou ld  

occupy the  f i rs t  49  yea rs?  

In  a  recen t  book le t  en t i t le d “The  Dan ie l  Papers , ”  a  pub l ica t ion  o f  the  

Rad io  B ib le  C lass ,  the  au tho r ,  He rb  Vander  Lug t ,  no tes :  
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“According to Barnes and several other trustworthy Bible commentators, the historian Prideaux 

declared Nehemiah’s last action in rebuilding the city occurred in the 15th year of the Persian 

ruler Darius Nothus (423-404 B.C.). His 15th year was the 49th year from the 457 B.C. decree. 

Josephus seems to support this idea in his remarks about the death of Nehemiah.” 

A Prophet ic  Gap  

One puzz le  rema ins  abou t  Dan ie l ’ s  p rophecy .  What  abou t  the  70 th  

week? I s  i t  pas t  o r  fu tu re?  I  be l i eve  the re  is  no  doubt  wha tsoeve r  tha t  

i t  i s  fu tu re .  The  reason fo r  tha t  conc lus ion  is  s imp le .  The  p rophecy  

beg ins  by  s ta t ing  tha t  t he  490  yea rs  w i l l  p roduce  s i x  consequences 

among  the  Jewish  peop le .  

I  began th is  a r t i c le  by  ou t l in ing  those  s i x  p rophe t i c  even ts  in  de ta i l .  I f  

you  wi l l  look  back  a t  them,  you  wi l l  read i ly  see  tha t  they  a re  s t i l l  

un fu l f i l led .  The  Jews  a re  s t i l l  in  rebe l l ion  aga ins t  God,  they  a re  s t i l l  

caught  up  in  the i r  s ins ,  they  a re  s t i l l  re fus ing  to  accep t  the  a tonemen t  

fo r  the i r  in iqu i ty ,  eve r las t ing  r igh teousness  has  no t  come to  the  ea r th ,  

a l l  p rophecy  conce rn ing  the  Mess iah  has  no t  ye t  been  fu l f i l led ,  and  

“ the  most  ho ly ”  has  no t  been ano in ted .  

The re  mus t ,  the re fo re ,  be  a  gap  in  the  p rophecy .  Th is  may seem 

s t range to  the  casua l  reader .  Bu t  s tuden ts  o f  p rophecy  a re  fami l i a r  

w i th  p rophet ic  gaps .  They a re  ve ry  common in  p rophet i c  l i te ra tu re  

because  o f  the  pecu l ia r  na tu re  o f  the  p rophet ic  pe rspect ive .  God  

wou ld  show His  p roph e ts  g rea t  f u tu re  even ts  and  the  p rophets  wou ld  

p resen t  them as  i f  they  were  happen ing  in  rap id  success ion  because  

tha t ’s  the  way  they  appea red .  The  p rophe t  was  l i ke  a  person  look ing  

down a  mounta in  range  see ing  one  mounta in  top  a f te r  ano the r ,  

seeming ly  p re ssed  up  aga ins t  each  o the r ,  bu t  in  rea l i t y  sepa ra ted  by  

g rea t  va l leys  wh ich  cou ld  no t  be  seen .  

Jesus Himsel f  recognized  th is  charac ter is t ic  of  prophecy when He 

read  a  prophecy f rom Isa iah in  the  synagogue in  Nazare th .  I f  you 

wi l l  check what  He read  ( Luk e  4 :18 -  1 9 )  aga ins t  what  Isa iah wrote  

( I sa i ah  6 1: 1 -3 ) ,  you wi l l  see  tha t  Jesus s topped reading in  the  

middle  o f  a  sentence because the  res t  o f  the  sentence had  to  do  

wi th  His  Second Coming.  

The  Impl ica t ions  

For  Chr i s t ians ,  Dan ie l ’s  p rophecy  shou ld  serve  to  un dersco re  the  

supe rna tu ra l  o r ig in  o f  t he  B ib le .  I t  shou ld  a l so  se rve  as  con f i rma t ion  

tha t  Jesus  o f  Naza re th  was the  p rom ised  Mess iah .  

Fo r  Jews,  the  p rophecy  shou ld  be  deep ly  d is tu rb ing  fo r  two  reasons.  

F i rs t ,  i t  c lea r ly  teaches  tha t  the  Mess iah  had  to  come be fo re  the  

Temple  was des t royed  in  70  A .D.  Tha t  means  tha t  e i the r  God fa i led  to  

keep  H is  p rom ise  o r  e l se  the  Jews m issed  recogn iz ing  the i r  Mess iah .  
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Second,  the  p rophecy  c lea r ly  teaches tha t  a  te r r ib le  t ime  o f  

t r ibu la t ion  fo r  the  Jews s t i l l  l ies  ahead .  

Moses sa id  i t  would  be  a  t ime of  “d i s t r e s s”  tha t  would  occur  

in  “ the  l a t t e r  days” (D eu t eron om y  4 :3 0 ) .  Jeremiah ca l led i t  “ the  t im e  o f  

Jacob ’s  d i s t re s s”  (J erem i ah  30 : 7 ) .  Danie l  charac te r ized i t  as  “a  t im e  

o f  d i s t r es s  s uch  as  n ever  o ccu rr ed  s ince  th er e  wa s  a  n a t i o n  un t i l  th a t  

t ime”  (D ani e l  1 2 : 1 ) .  Zechar iah  says two - th i rds  of  the  Jews wi l l  “be  

cu t  o f f  an d  per i sh”  dur ing  tha t  te rr ib le  t ime ( Z ech a r ia h  13 :8 ) .  

The p rocess  w i l l  be  ho r r ib le .  Bu t  the  resu l t  w i l l  be  g lo r ious ,  fo r  t he  

rema in ing  remnant  w i l l  a t  long  las t  tu rn  the i r  hea r t s  to  God,  accep t  

the i r  Mess iah ,  and  c ry  ou t ,  “Ble ss ed  i s  H e  wh o  co m es  i n  t h e  na m e  o f  t h e  

Lord!”  
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