
 
 
Introduction: James 1:1-4 Finding Joy in the Midst of Trials 
 
    James writes to Jewish Christians scattered abroad 
    A trial defined: a test, examination, or time of proving 
    Trials are universal and unavoidable for believers 
 
The "Why" Question 
 
    The tension between God's love and power and the existence of trials 
    Common complaints: faithful living yet still suffering, seeing wicked people prosper 
    The other side of the equation: when God shows patience toward our own sin, do 
we complain? 
    Challenge: identify specific ways God has shown you undeserved grace and thank 
Him 
 
Counting It All Joy (James 1:2) 
 
    "Joy" in the Greek: anything that causes cheerfulness 
    Historical context: Claudius, persecution of Jews and Christians 
    God's purposes are not dependent on favorable circumstances or government 
    "When" not "if" — trials are certain 
    Cheerfulness as attitude; courage as willingness to face adversity 
    Trials cause us to depend on the Lord 
 
Biblical Examples of Questioning God and Then Trusting Him 
 
    David in Psalm 13: feeling forgotten, then choosing to trust 
    Jeremiah in Jeremiah 20:7-9: frustration, yet unable to stop proclaiming God's 
word 
    Habakkuk 3:17-18: despite total loss, choosing to rejoice in God 
    Lesson: mature faith does not depend on favorable circumstances 
 
The Meaning of "Count" (James 1:2) 
 
    The idea of evaluating or considering 
    Paul's example in Philippians 3:7: counting former gains as loss for Christ 
    Looking beyond the pain to what God can accomplish through trials 
 
The Potter and the Clay 
 
    The potter applies pressure while supporting from within 
    God works on what is happening within us while we ask Him to change what is 
around us 
    What God may be developing: patience, humility, faith, dependence on Him 



    Philippians 1:6: God completes the work He begins 
    God may change our situation, change us in the situation, or both 
 
Various Trials (James 1:2) 
 
    Trials come in many forms: physical, emotional, relational 
    Christians must be sensitive and compassionate toward those who suffer 
    Compassion defined: to suffer with someone, entering into another's pain 
    Never tell someone their trial is due to lack of faith 
 
Doubt as a Trial: The Example of John the Baptist 
 
    John identified Jesus as the Lamb of God (John 1:29) 
    Later, while imprisoned, he questioned whether Jesus was the promised one 
    Jesus responded by pointing to the evidence of His ministry 
    Jesus did not rebuke John but called him the greatest born of women 
    Our circumstances do not change the identity or faithfulness of Jesus 
 
The Testing of Faith Produces Patience (James 1:3) 
 
    Testing is not to cause failure but to prove faithfulness 
    1 Peter 1:6-7: faith tested by fire, more precious than gold 
    1 Corinthians 10:13: God will not allow testing beyond what we can bear 
    Patience defined: bearing up under difficulty without retreating 
    The soldier who refuses to retreat in battle as an illustration 
 
The State of Christian Commitment 
 
    69% of the U.S. claims Christianity; only 24% actively practice 
    The danger of being derailed by trials 
    John 6:66-68: many disciples left; Peter's response — "to whom shall we go?" 
    Following Jesus is not about comfort but about eternal life and who He is 
 
Patience Develops Maturity (James 1:4) 
 
    God's goal: that we be perfect, complete, lacking nothing 
    Everyone has problems; only the dead have none 
    Jesus promised tribulation but also peace and victory 
    1 Peter 5:10: after suffering, God will perfect, establish, strengthen, and settle you 
    2 Corinthians 4:17: present affliction producing an eternal weight of glory 
    Revelation 21:3-4: the promise of no more pain, sorrow, or death 
 
Conclusion 
 
    The Christian life is a journey in which God uses trials to transform us 



    We may not understand what God is doing around us, but we can trust what He is 
doing within us 
    David's journey in Psalm 13: from "How long, O LORD?" to "I will sing unto the LORD" 
    The goal is not a life without trials but a faith that remains steadfast when they 
come. 
 


