e Hebrews 13:7-9 — Introduction: The Unchanging Christ Among Changing Things

e Verse 7: Remember and imitate the faith of spiritual leaders
e Verse 8: Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever
o Similar to Malachi 3:6 — God does not change
o Contrasts earthly leaders (verse 7) and false teachers (verse 9)
o People, values, and relationships change; Jesus does not
e Verse 9: Warning against strange doctrines
"Carried about" — image of a ship driven off course
"Various" from Greek "poikilos" — diverse, many-colored
False doctrines come from shifting imaginations, not from Christ
The heart is established by grace, not religious regulations
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e Five Blessings and Responsibilities for Believers (Hebrews 13:10-17)

e 1. An Altar to Draw Near to God (Verse 10)
The altar represents the perfect sacrifice of Christ on the cross
Superior to and fulfilling the system of animal sacrifices
Christ's sacrifice covers all sin — past, present, and future
No need for self-punishment or ongoing shame
Bring guilt, regret, repeated failures, and hidden shame to the Lord
e 2. A Reproach to Willingly Bear for Christ (Verses 11-13)
Jesus suffered outside the gate of Jerusalem as if He were a sinner
His blood sanctifies the people; animal blood could not take away sin
Access to God is no longer restricted to the earthly tabernacle
Matthew 11:28-30 — Jesus invites the burdened to come to Him
= The yoke: submission to a teacher or way of life
= "Easy" means kind, good, well-fitting — not the removal of all trials
= "Light burden" because He bore the greatest burden — our sin
o Verse 13: Go to Him outside the camp, bearing His reproach
o Reproach means disgrace or criticism due to identification with Christ
o Illustration: A police officer does not hide his uniform
e 3. A City to Eagerly Look Forward To (Verse 14)
We have no continuing city on earth
Scripture describes believers as strangers and sojourners
Psalm 39:12 — David saw his life on earth as temporary
2 Corinthians 5:1 — Our earthly house is temporary; an eternal one awaits
We are residents of earth but citizens of heaven
We obey God's values even when they conflict with surrounding culture
e 4. A Sacrifice of Praise and Good Works to Offer (Verses 15-16)
o Verse 15: Continually offer the sacrifice of praise — the fruit of our lips
o Worship must be offered in spirit and in truth (John 4:23-24)
o Verse 16: Do not forget to do good and to share
= "Do not forget" means do not neglect these responsibilities
= Early church faced intense persecution and pressure to become inwardly
focused
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= Doing good: helping, encouraging, caring for the sick, showing hospitality
and compassion
= Matthew 5:16 — Let your light shine so others glorify God
= "Share" emphasizes generous fellowship with others
o These are called sacrifices because they require something from us — time,
comfort, convenience, money
God is well pleased with such sacrifices
Romans 12:1-2 — Present your bodies as a living sacrifice; be transformed by the
renewing of the mind
e 5. Leaders to Respect and Follow (Verse 17)
Two commands: obey and be submissive
"Obey" carries the idea of being persuaded — willing, not forced compliance
Not mindless submission; leaders must not contradict scripture
Greek meaning: willingly following those who have demonstrated faithfulness
and godly wisdom
"Submissive" means to place yourself under their spiritual care
Leaders watch over souls and must give account to God
lustration: Luke 2:8 — shepherds keeping watch over their flock by night
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e Closing: Personal Requests and Final Greetings (Hebrews 13:18-25)

e Verse 18-19: Request for prayer
o The writer asks believers to pray for him and those serving with him
o No Christian, regardless of maturity or position, is beyond needing prayer
e Verse 20-21: Benediction
o God of peace raised Jesus — the great Shepherd — through the blood of the
everlasting covenant
o Prayer that believers be made complete in every good work to do His will
e Verse 22: Appeal to bear with the word of exhortation
e Verse 23: News of Timothy's release
e Verse 24-25: Final greetings and closing grace



