
Cultivate Genesis Study  

 Week #7 

Chapter 8 

Read and meditate on Genesis Chapter 8 this week  

and prayerfully answer the following questions before Tuesday’s class. 

 

Read Genesis 8:1-5 

“But God remembered Noah…” The word "remember" in Gen 8:1 doesn't mean to call 

something to mind that may have been forgotten. God can't forget anything because He knows 

the end from the beginning. Rather, it means "to pay attention to, to fulfill a promise and act on 

behalf of somebody”. (The Bible Exposition Commentary) 

 

God was mindful of them, not forgetting Noah and his family. 

Read: Genesis 19:29, Exodus 2:24, and 1Samual 1:11, 19 

1. Who was God mindful of in each one of these scriptures? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Is God any less mindful of His children today?  How does that comfort you? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Think of a time in your life when you thought perhaps God had forgotten you or was busy 

elsewhere with someone or something more important? They say hindsight is 20/20.  

3. What can you now see that God was doing during that time, that was for your good and His 

glory? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Sometimes when you’re going through a storm and feel lonely and abandoned, it is easy to feel 

that God has forgotten about you. 

 



We can be sure that God never forgets or for-sakes His people, not only because of His 

promises, but also because of His character. God is love, and where there's love, there's 

faithfulness. He can never deny Himself or His Word, for He's the faithful God; and He can never 

change, because He's immutable. Because He's perfect, God can't change for the better; and 

because He's holy, He can't change for the worse. We can depend on Him no matter what our 

circumstances or no matter how we feel. (The Bible Exposition Commentary) 

 

Genesis 8:2 “Also the fountains of the deep and the floodgates of the sky were closed, and the 

rain from the sky was restrained; “ 

“The same hand that brings the desolation, must bring the deliverance; to that hand, therefore, 

we must ever look.” Matthew Henry 

The same God that opened the floodgates in judgment, also stopped the rain. What must God 

have been thinking at this time? He certainly took no delight in His perfectly just action. He is a 

loving God that was grieved at the unrepentance of that day. The same will hold true for the 

judgment to come. 

 

Read 2Peter 3:9 

Genesis 8:4  “4In the seventh month, on the seventeenth day of the month, the ark rested upon 

the mountains of Ararat.” 

How interesting that God rested on the seventh day and the ark came to rest on the seventh 

month, on the seventeenth day.  

The number seven is noteworthy throughout the Bible, often a symbol of “completion”.  

Read Revelation 10:1-7 and Revelation 16:17  

4. What significant event is taking place is these verses that reference seven? 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

From Genesis to Revelation, our God does not change. 

Read Genesis 8:6-12 

While waiting for the waters to dry after the flood, Noah opened the window and sent out two 

birds. The first was a raven.  

A raven is a scavenger bird, therefore would be considered an unclean bird not fit to be used as 

a sacrifice. Being a scavenger, the raven “flew to and fro”, or “back and forth”, or “here and 

there”, depending on the translation. The raven’s days were spent feeding on the death and 

destruction that was found outside the ark. This is not a pleasant thought, but the raven would 

have taken any food that was available. It may have returned to the ark; but, in these verses, it 

appears Noah did not take it back into the ark. Perhaps it rested from flights, outside the ark’s 

window. 

http://biblehub.com/genesis/8-4.htm


In comparison, Noah also sent out a dove. A dove was considered a clean bird, one that could 

be used for sacrifice.  

Genesis 8:9 says, “but the dove found no resting place for the sole of her foot, so she returned to 

him into the ark, for the water was on the surface of all the earth. Then he put out his hand and 

took her, and brought her into the ark to himself.” 

With the waters not yet receded, the clean dove could not find food to eat, or a dry place to 

rest on the land. The dove returned to the safety of the ark, welcomed in by Noah’s own hand.  

We, as children of God, should not look for or find our rest in the world. Like the dove which 

returned to the ark for rest we should run to find our rest in our Savior Jesus Christ.  

5. Take some time to think about how blessed we are to have our rest in the Lord. Worship and 

praise Him for that blessed rest.  

Pray for someone you know who does not have that rest for their soul. 

Read John 17:14-15 

6. How shall we live, knowing Jesus’ prayer for us in this matter? 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

7. Since Jesus prayed this for you, how assured are you that the Father has answered that 

prayer and can keep you protected from the enemy? 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Read Proverbs 26:11 

8. Have you ever been tempted to return to the foolishness of your past? Like the raven, who 

was comfortable with being out from under Noah’s protection, fending for itself and feeding on 

the world? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are there times that you go off on your own, “flying to and fro”, returning just outside of God’s 

authority?  

9. Why is this a dangerous way for a Christian to live?  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Read Romans 8:7-8 



Read Genesis 8:12-13 

 

“God had told Noah when the flood would come, yet he did not give him an account by 

revelation, at what times and by what steps it should go away. The knowledge of the former 

was necessary to his preparing the ark; but the knowledge of the latter would serve only to 

gratify curiosity; and concealing it from him would exercise his faith and patience.”  

Matthew Henry 

 

When reading the account of the flood, we often remember the forty days and forty nights of 

rain, but the family spent up to a year or more on the ark, waiting for the waters to recede. 

Read Genesis 7:6 , then Genesis 8:13 

It took a long time for the waters to be gone, but Noah didn’t sit around.  There was still work 

to be done. Animals and family needed to be cared for while he waited, and waited, and 

waited… Most of us, today are in a time of waiting for something or another. 

10. While waiting on the Lord to act on your behalf, how are you staying busy about His 

business?  

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________   

Read Genesis 8:14-19 

The flood was over and the ground was dry, praise God that the trial was over! Take some time 

to thank Him for carrying you through your trials and for his grace and mercy. 

11. Are you still in the midst of a trial and you cannot see any dry land? Press into your 

Heavenly Father and cry out to him for strength. Look to his word so that you can find a 

scripture to pray while you are in the trial.  

Write out a verse that you can use as a prayer through this time. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

For example: when I was going through a time of deep sorrow and depression the Lord gave me 

Acts 17:28, “For in him we live, and move, and have our being…”. I used that as a springboard 

to pray for myself. It helped me to stay focused on who I am in Christ.- Shelly Gilbert 

    



Notice in Genesis 8:15-18 that Noah waited for God’s instruction to leave the ark. Just as in 

Genesis 7:1, Noah did not make the decision, he waited to hear from the Lord. 

 

This is a new world for Noah and his family the only eight human beings on the earth! A new 

beginning! They were pioneers in a new world. 

While we can look forward to and thank God for new beginnings sometimes letting go of the 

past can be very difficult.                                                                                                                                                                   

Read Lamentations 3:22-23  

12. Is it easy for you to accept new beginnings from God or is it difficult for you to accept new 

beginnings and move on?   Explain  

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 “Don’t forget that while God was working in the past, He’s still working right now, He’s still 

faithful to continue the work He’s doing in and around us.”  (Skip Heitzig): 

 

Out of the old earth God made a new earth for Noah and all the generations to follow him. Our 

God takes pleasure in making things new. 

Ezekiel 36:26 says, "Moreover, I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; and I 

will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh.” 

 

Read Genesis 8:20-22 

Notice the first thing recorded that Noah did after leaving the Ark was build an altar to the Lord. 

What a beautiful picture of a grateful heart! As a woman, I can think of a million different things 

that would be a natural temptation to lead me to skip the altar building and move on to setting 

up home!  

13. What types of distractions try to keep you from worshipping at His altar? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

“Noah was now gone out into a desolate world, where, one might have thought, his first care 

would have been to build a house for himself, but he begins with an alter for God. He begins 

well, that begins with God.” Matthew Henry 

Noah worshipped God with a burnt offering.  



14. Look up the word worship in your Bible concordance and write two examples of verses that 

show: 

What are we not to worship? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

How are we to worship? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Noah offered a sacrifice on the alter as an act of faith, worship, and thanksgiving to God for 

preserving him. The smoke of Noah’s sacrifice rose toward heaven and the Lord saw it as a 

sweet savour. 

Savour: ordour, ordour of soothing to God. 

15.What sacrifice/sacrifices can you offer to God that would be a pleasing and sweet savour? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Read Genesis 8:22 

Geneva Bible Notes Commentary says, “What was destroyed by the flood, is restored by God’s 

promise.” 

16. Have you seen God’s restoring of something in your life (friendships, marriage, finances, 

career) that was destroyed because of a “flood” of sin? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

  

The Lord was pleased with Noah’s sacrifice and promised that He would never destroy all living 

creatures, as He did before. God’s promise here is prophetic, it points to the cross! He made a 

way for every man woman and child that draws breath to have eternal life!  

17. What does the cross mean to you? Have you shared God’s promise with anyone lately? 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 



Genesis 8:22 says, "While the earth remains, Seedtime and harvest, And cold and heat, And 

summer and winter, And day and night Shall not cease." 

God is consistent and faithful!  

18. Can you share a favorite Scripture that talks of God’s faithfulness to you? 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Our sinful nature was not destroyed with the flood. We will see that in Chapter 9. 

God’s grace and mercy, his love for his creation was poured out on Noah and his family. That 

same grace and mercy, and His love is still there for us today. 

Spend some time thanking God for all we have through Jesus Christ. Pray for someone who is 

not yet saved. Let your prayers be the sacrifice that rises to heaven. 

 

“For this is like the days of Noah to Me, 

         When I swore that the waters of Noah 

         Would not flood the earth again; 

         So I have sworn that I will not be angry with you 

         Nor will I rebuke you. 

10“For the mountains may be removed and the hills may shake, 

         But My lovingkindness will not be removed from you, 

         And My covenant of peace will not be shaken,” 

         Says the LORD who has compassion on you.”      Isaiah 54:9-10  

 

 

 

https://biblehub.com/isaiah/54-10.htm

