
 
 

 
 

1 Cor 14:20-25 
20 Brethren, do not be children in understanding; however, in malice be babes (“in 
regard to evil be infants), but in understanding be mature.  
 
21 In the law it is written: 
 
"With men of other tongues and other lips 
I will speak to this people; 
And yet, for all that, they will not hear Me,"  
 
says the Lord.  
 
22 Therefore tongues are for a sign, not to those who believe but to unbelievers; but 
prophesying is not for unbelievers but for those who believe.  
 
Some would think he’s contradicting himself.  
 
He’s is referring to an OT passage here in verse 21 from Isaiah 28:11-12.  
 
During that time in Israel’s history, the prophet Isaiah had been sent to warn God’s 
people to turn and repent from their sin.  
 
At the time,  

• both the Southern and Northern kingdoms  

• were committing sins that  

• would destroy their nations and its people. 
 
Not only that, they had a strong military which they trusted instead of the Lord.  
 
God warned He was going to raise an army, the Assyrians, who would destroy them.  
 
The purpose for God doing this was so that some would repent and turn back to Him.  
 
We’re told in verse 8 of Isaiah 28 that the tables were full of vomit and filth; No place 
is clean. 
 
So the Lord now had a special message for the Northern kingdom.  
 
They had rejected God’s prophet and they rejected God. 
 
Isa 28:11-12 
11 For with stammering lips and another tongue 
He will speak to this people,  
12 To whom He said, "This is the rest with which 
You may cause the weary to rest," 
And, "This is the refreshing"; 



 
 

 
 

Yet they would not hear.  
 
Because they refused to repent  

• they would face the terrifying judgement of invasion and war.  
 
Isaiah prophesied to them in a language they understood, but the people didn’t listen, 
in fact, they made fun of Isaiah and rejected the message.  
 
He’d spoken to them in a language they understood,  

• but they did not believe it.  
 
They were in that context unbelievers of the message.  
 
And due to their rejection of the words of Isaiah, the Lord sent a sign thru the 
Assyrians who would come speaking a foreign language.  

 
God would rather speak to His people could understand, but their repeated sins made 
this impossible.  
 
He had spoken to them thru Isaiah in a language they’d understand and they refused 
to repent.  
 
Now He had to speak in a foreign tongue,  

• and this meant judgment.  
 
The Assyrians came in speaking a foreign language and led them away captive.   
 
Now, the Southern Kingdom of Judah didn’t get away easy. They were guilty as well. 
 
Instead of turning to the Lord,  

• they turned to Egypt  

• to form an alliance for protection against the Assyrians.  
 
Isaiah called it a “covenant with death.”   
 
23 Therefore if the whole church comes together in one place, and all speak with 
tongues, and there come in those who are uninformed or unbelievers, will they not 
say that you are out of your mind?  
 
24 But if all prophesy, and an unbeliever or an uninformed person comes in, he is 
convinced by all, he is convicted by all.  
 
25 And thus the secrets of his heart are revealed; and so, falling down on his face, he 
will worship God and report that God is truly among you.  
This is a very difficult passage to understand.  
 



 
 

 
 

The context of Isaiah 28 is that the Lord is going to speak to His people, not to the 
pagan people.  
 
Isa 28:11-12 
11 For with stammering lips and another tongue 
He will speak to this people,  
12 To whom He said, "This is the rest with which 
You may cause the weary to rest," 
And, "This is the refreshing"; 
Yet they would not hear.  
 
1 Cor 14:26-33 
 
26 How is it then, brethren? Whenever you come together, each of you has a psalm, 
has a teaching, has a tongue, has a revelation, has an interpretation. Let all things be 
done for edification. 27 If anyone speaks in a tongue, let there be two or at the most 
three, each in turn (one at a time), and let one interpret.  
 
28 But if there is no interpreter, let him keep silent in church, and let him speak to 
himself and to God. 29 Let two or three prophets speak, and let the others judge. 30 
But if anything is revealed to another who sits by, let the first keep silent. 31 For you 
can all prophesy one by one, that all may learn and all may be encouraged. 32 And 
the spirits of the prophets are subject to the prophets.  
 
So you’re in a meeting and you’re open to the gifts of the spirit, you feel like God is 
speaking a word to you for somebody else, a prophetic utterance. You can wait your 
turn if someone else is doing it because the spirits of the prophets are subject to the 
prophets. In other words, it’s controllable.   
 
33 For God is not the author of confusion but of peace, as in all the churches of the 
saints.  
 
When there is confusion going on, that’s not God.  
 
Paul just said, the spirits of the prophets are subject to the prophets.  

• One of the fruits of the spirit is self-control.  

• You can control yourself.  
 
Then he gives guidelines for the women: 
34 Let your women keep silent in the churches, for they are not permitted to speak; 
but they are to be submissive, as the law also says.  
35 And if they want to learn something, let them ask their own husbands at home; for 
it is shameful for women to speak in church.  
 
 



 
 

 
 

Paul had already permitted in 1 Cor 11:5 saying that women were permitted to pray 
and to prophesy.  
 
Acts 1:14 tells us that women were included in prayer.  
 
·       In acts 12:12 Mary the mother of John Mark  
·       hosted a bible study.  
 
One woman that we don’t often think of was a woman by the name of Anna.  
·       She was an incredible woman, an elderly woman.  
·       Anna was a prophetess from the tribe of Asher  
·       whose descendants were to have feet of iron and bronze, denoting strength.  
 
Anna exemplified these qualities.  
·       Seven years after getting married her husband died  
·       Luke 2 says she was a widow of about 84 years and did not depart from the 
temple  
·       but served God with fasting and prayer night and day. 
 
But the women in Corinth seemed to be leading in confusion.  
 
If you want to ask questions don’t ask in the middle of service.  
 
In fact, tell them to ask their husband. This isn’t talking about silencing women, but 
they were causing confusion and Paul is saying, that needs to stop.  
 
36 Or did the word of God come originally from you? Or was it you only that it 
reached?  
37 If anyone thinks himself to be a prophet or spiritual, let him acknowledge that the 
things which I write to you are the commandments of the Lord.  
38 But if anyone is ignorant, let him be ignorant.  
 
Here is the conclusion: 
39 Therefore, brethren, desire earnestly to prophesy, and do not forbid to speak with 
tongues.  
 
40 Let all things be done decently and in order.  
 
Chapter 15: 
 
We are living in a fast paced world, it’s time to mature in the Lord. 
 
Paul said in chapter 13,  
1 Cor 13:11 
11 When I was a child, I spoke as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child; 
but when I became a man, I put away childish things. 



 
 

 
 

 
Non-Christians should be concerned today. 

• Believers have the hope of the resurrection 
 
Chapter 15 is encouraging to the Christian. 
 

1 Cor 15:1-11 
1 Moreover, brethren, I declare to you the gospel which I preached to you, which also 
you received and in which you stand,  
 
“Moreover” means, “but.” I.E… But brethren, I declare to you…   
 
Paul shifts from gifts to gospel 
 
“To declare” is derived from the Greek word “gnōrizō.” - “to make known.”   
 
This Greek word is only used twice in the NT.  
 
The second time is in 2 Cor 8:1  
 
Paul is saying, let me make known to you the gospel.  
 
The gospel is essential, no gospel, no hope. 
Gospel - “good news.” 
 
The “good news” in this chapter is the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  
 
We have stability in the gospel of Christ.  
 
Matt 11:28–30 
28 Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. (Our 

stability is in Him) 
29 Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and 
you will find rest for your souls. 30 For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.” 
 
Jesus says, come to Me, however, many refuse this offer! 
 
In John 6 many of the disciples walked away and Jesus asked the 12, “Do you also 
want to go away?” 
 
John 6:68-69 
68 But Simon Peter answered Him, "Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of 
eternal life. 69 Also we have come to believe and know that You are the Christ, the 
Son of the living God."  
 
When we’re weighed down with the cares of this world  



 
 

 
 

• there is stability in Jesus.  
 
Some say they don’t need Jesus. 
 
Malachi said,  
Mal 3:2 
2 "But who can endure the day of His coming? 
And who can stand when He appears? 
 
The answer is, none, apart from the Lord.  
 
Paul says that we are saved by the gospel: 
2 by which also you are saved, if you hold fast that word which I preached to you — 
unless you believed in vain. (without a cause).  
 
It’s not enough to say, I believe in Jesus,  
James 2:19 says that even the demons believe and they tremble.  

• Don’t believe without a cause, know why you believe!  
 
1 Cor 15:3 
3 For I delivered to you first of all (in importance and chronology.) that which I also 
received: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures,  
 
What did Paul deliver? The truth of the gospel. 
1 Cor 2:2 
2 For I determined not to know anything among you except Jesus Christ and Him 
crucified.  
 
He was medically dead.  
 
Then Paul says that He died according to the scriptures.  

• Paul is referring to the O.T.  
 
Examples: 

• Passover 

• Abraham & Isaac, God provided a Ram 

• Emmaus road,  
 
Then there is Acts 26 when  

• Paul stood before King Agrippa and  

• explained the reasons he’d been arrested,  
 
Paul simply told people the truth: 
4 and that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day according to the 
Scriptures,  
 



 
 

 
 

Long before Jesus was on the earth  

• the scriptures pointed to a coming Messiah  
 
Of course the religious leaders wanted a sign from Jesus. 
 
Matt 12:38-41 
38 Then some of the scribes and Pharisees answered, saying, "Teacher, we want to 
see a sign from You."  
 
39 But He answered and said to them, "An evil and adulterous generation seeks after a 
sign, and no sign will be given to it except the sign of the prophet Jonah.  40 For as 
Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the great fish, so will the Son of 
Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth. 
 
Earlier in the book of Matthew, Chapter 16:  

• Jesus had just finished telling Peter that the gates of hell will not prevail 
against the church.  

 
He predicted His death and resurrection.  
Matt 16:21 
21 From that time Jesus began to show to His disciples that He must go to Jerusalem, 

and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, 
and be raised the third day. 
 
When that day came and Jesus rose from the grave  

• the disciples remembered the words of Jesus, “Destroy this temple, and in 
three days I will raise it up.”  

 
It’s interesting that skeptics question the life of Jesus all together.  
 
People don’t have any issues in believing in other biblical people,  

• but they question the life of Jesus.  
 
Why, because the name of Jesus makes people give an account of their own life. 
 
On the website livescience.com  

• an article written back in 2016  

• stating that a skull bone was found with  

• an inscription stating that this belonged to Buddha himself.  
 
The only thing this proves is that Buddha is dead.  
 
Jesus isn’t dead, He’s risen. The tomb is empty!  
 



 
 

 
 

All religions are based on philosophy except for 4 of them. Those 4 are based on 
personality. Those are Buddhism, Judaism, Islam and Christianity. Of these 4, only 
one claims to have an empty tomb for its founder, that’s Christianity. 


