
 
 

 
 

1 Cor 11:1-12 
1 Imitate me, just as I also imitate Christ.  
 
2 Now I praise you, brethren, that you remember me in all things and keep the 
traditions just as I delivered them to you. 3 But I want you to know that the head of 
every man is Christ, the head of woman is man, and the head of Christ is God. 4 Every 
man praying or prophesying, having his head covered, dishonors his head. 5 But every 
woman who prays or prophesies with her head uncovered dishonors her head, for that 
is one and the same as if her head were shaved. 6 For if a woman is not covered, let 
her also be shorn. But if it is shameful for a woman to be shorn or shaved, let her be 
covered. 7 For a man indeed ought not to cover his head, since he is the image and 
glory of God; but woman is the glory of man. 8 For man is not from woman, but 
woman from man. 9 Nor was man created for the woman, but woman for the man. 10 
For this reason the woman ought to have a symbol of authority on her head, because 
of the angels. 11 Nevertheless, neither is man independent of woman, nor woman 
independent of man, in the Lord. 12 For as woman came from man, even so man also 
comes through woman; but all things are from God.  
 
13 Judge among yourselves. Is it proper for a woman to pray to God with her head 
uncovered? 14 Does not even nature itself teach you that if a man has long hair, it is a 
dishonor to him? 15 But if a woman has long hair, it is a glory to her; for her hair is 
given to her for a covering. 16 But if anyone seems to be contentious, we have no 
such custom, nor do the churches of God.  
 
Paul is responding to questions he’d been asked  

• and is bringing about correction  

• to certain issues that had arisen.  
 
The church of Corinth was a mess,  
 
Paul previously spent 18 months in Corinth,  

• longer than any other place besides Ephesus.  
 
He felt the need to address the role of men and women serving in the church.  
 
The church was dealing with immorality which hindered its growth.  

• Some were carnal.  

• There were doctrinal issues  

• lack of love etc.  
 
Verses 1-16: Issues of women worshipping in public with their head uncovered. Some 
wanted to know what the role of women was in the church as well as their role of 
submission.   
 
 
Culturally speaking, women in the Roman society were not respected. 



 
 

 
 

 
Questions: Should women pray publicly with their head uncovered and should men 
cover their head as when they pray?  
 
What about today’s dress culture? 

• Dress so as to not stumble others 
 
During these times women wore a veil in public.  
 
It was a sign of distinction between men and women. It was also a sign of submission 
that indicated a married woman.  

• Was a symbol of protection 

• Showed unity in the home & submission to God’s order. 
 

1 Cor 11:1 Imitate me, just as I also imitate Christ.  
 
In Acts 20:18 Paul called for the elders of the church of Ephesus  
 
18 And when they arrived he said to them: You yourselves are well acquainted with 
my manner of living among you from the first day that I set foot in [the province of] 
Asia, and how I continued afterward,  
AMPLIFIED BIBLE 
 
Paul is saying, “you know the example I set before you, not only that but I’ve 
continued to live it out.” 
 
Now in Corinthians, Paul says, “Imitate me” “as I also imitate Christ.”  
 
Follow my example, as I follow the example of Christ.  
 
People around us are watching to see  

• how we’re going to live our life.  
 
Don’t give anyone a reason or an excuse to not follow Christ.  
 
Verse 2 almost seems contradictory to what we’ve been reading in the previous 10 
chapters.  
 
Paul is not praising them.  
 
There were two matters in particular that merited praise from Paul,  

• the church remembered him and appreciated him and  

• they were faithful in keeping the teachings given them.  
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

Because of this, he praises them: 
2 Now I praise (commend) you, brethren, that you remember me in all things (in 
everything) and keep the traditions just as I delivered them to you.  
 
They were Committed to the doctrine of the faith.  

• He acknowledges that in chapter 15.  
 
1 Cor 15:1 
1 Moreover, brethren, I declare to you the gospel which I preached to you, which also 
you received and in which you stand, 
 
Two verses later he says: 
1 Cor 15:3 
3 For I delivered to you first of all that which I also received: that Christ died for our 
sins according to the Scriptures, 
 
For now, Paul is telling them the things that are good, sort of to encourage them prior 
to what he’s going to tell them later.  
 
1 Cor 11:2b keep the traditions just as I delivered them to you.  
 
He’s commending the Corinthians for acting the way they saw him act in most 
situations.  
 
Paul wasn’t shy about telling people how to conduct themselves: 
2 Tim 2:2  
2 And the things that you have heard from me among many witnesses, commit these 
to faithful men who will be able to teach others also.  
 
There can be good and bad traditions. Not all traditions glorify God.  
 
Take Matt 15 for example: Jesus had just finished performing several miracles, he’d 
just finished walking on the sea, he’d just finished healing people in Gennesaret: 
 
Matt 15:1-3 
1 Then the scribes and Pharisees who were from Jerusalem came to Jesus, saying, 2 
"Why do Your disciples transgress the tradition of the elders? For they do not wash 
their hands when they eat bread."  
 
So Jesus answered them saying: 
3 He answered and said to them, "Why do you also transgress the commandment of 
God because of your tradition?  
 
Wow, do you really want to keep your tradition and violate the commandment of God! 
 
Paul said in Col 2:8 speaking of man’s traditions and of not honoring Christ!  



 
 

 
 

 
8 Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty deceit, according to 
the tradition of men, according to the basic principles of the world, and not according 
to Christ.  
 
We all grew up knowing certain traditions.  
 
The tradition Paul was encouraging the Corinthians about  

• was that they’d kept many of the truths he taught.  
 
Were there issues in the Corinthian church? Of course! 

• disorder in public meetings,  

• disorder at the Lord’s supper,  
 
Traditions can hinder us from the truth, or they can be used in a positive manner as 
Paul does here.  
 
It’s interesting that Paul praised them,  
 
But when we get to verses 17 and 22 he changes his tune, he says:  
 
1 Cor 11:17 
17 Now in giving these instructions I do not praise you, since you come together not 
for the better but for the worse.  
 
It’s interesting that Paul commends them for respecting his spiritual authority even 
though they’d been dabbling in worldly things.  
 
1 Cor 11:3  
But I want you to know that the head of every man is Christ, the head of woman is 
man, and the head of Christ is God. (When Jesus was on earth He submitted to the 
will of God, that was the cross.) 
 
Paul mentions the word “head” three times in this verse alone.  
 
Head has three meanings,  

• physical head on our shoulder,  

• origin or source of,  

• one of whose authority you submit to.  
 

• God equally values men and women,  

• He created us in His image.  
 
 
The bible does not teach that men are superior to women  



 
 

 
 

• nor does it teach that women are inferior to men or vice versa.  

• We are to compliment one another.  
 
It was for this reason, we left our father and mother, the two shall become one.  
 
Paul said in Gal 3:28, There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, 
there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 
 
Of course as with everything,  

• there has to be order,  

• there has to be a first.  
 
With that said, God created the male before creating the female.  
 
And if we think of the first as being only privilege  

• then Peter gives us the reason  

• created the male before the female.  
 
1 Peter 3:7 
7 Husbands, likewise, dwell with them with understanding, giving honor to the wife, 
as to the weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of the grace of life, that your 
prayers may not be hindered.  
 
Peter says that the woman is the weaker of the two,  

• the male is the stronger of the two.  

• He’s responsible for protecting his wife 
 
Paul also says that the head of every man is Christ, he’s referring to man as “andrós,” 
a married man. When he refers to “every” man, he’s referring to every redeemed 
married man.   
 
He also says the head of woman is man. Same principle, one of authority and 
subjection.  
 
God has an established principle of authority that is not on  

• the basis of superiority  

• but on the basis of established authority.  
 
So, the head of every man is Christ and the head of every woman is man.  
 
I’d like you to take note of something else that can be easily missed in verse 3. Paul 
says, “I want you to know.” It’s the only time in this chapter that Paul expresses a 
personal desire. Secondly, Paul then states that this concept can only be 
comprehended spiritually.  
 



 
 

 
 

A non-believing person 1 Cor 2:14 But the natural man does not receive the things of 
the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; nor can he know them, because 
they are spiritually discerned. 
 
Jesus said that all authority has been given to Him in heaven and on earth. In Hebrews 
it says that all things are under His feet. 
 
And Paul also says that the head of Christ is God. Does this mean that Jesus is inferior 
to God? No! In fact Jesus said, I and the Father are one. They are one in the trinity 
which includes the Holy Spirit. Jesus set the example for us as He submitted to the 
Father. So, the Father is the head of Christ, Christ is the head of man and man is the 
head of woman.  
 
1 Cor 11:4-6 
4 Every man praying or prophesying, having his head covered, dishonors his head. 5 
But every woman who prays or prophesies with her head uncovered dishonors her 
head, for that is one and the same as if her head were shaved. 6 For if a woman is not 
covered, let her also be shorn. But if it is shameful for a woman to be shorn or 
shaved, let her be covered.  
 
In verse 4 Paul uses the masculine gender for male and in verse 5 he uses the 
feminine for female. He insisted on the preservation of the genders. 
 
Paul is saying that it was alright for both male and female to pray and to prophesy.  
 
There are two aspects of ministry, prayer and prophesy.  
 
The practices of prayer and prophesy were creating confusion. In order to avoid 
confusion,  

• Men - not allowed to cover their head when prophesying because it was 
considered dishonorable.  

• Women - was required to have her head covered if prophesying, otherwise it 
was considered dishonorable 

 
The head covering was a way of a woman showing her commitment to her husband, 
and to the Lord as well. Having short hair was often an indicator of a prostitute.  
 
Paul says in verse 6, if it is shameful for a woman to be shorn or shaved, let her be 
covered.   
 
We know when a person comes to Christ according to Romans 5:1-3 he is to exercise 
the access he has to God in faith.  
 
So when Paul says in verse 6 if it is shameful for a woman to be shorn or shaved, let 
her be covered, he is saying that if a woman gave her life to Christ and she’d been 



 
 

 
 

living an indecent life, she can participate in prayer but she had to cover her head 
until her hair grew out. 
 
1 Cor 11:7-9 
7 For a man indeed ought not to cover his head, since he is the image and glory of 
God; but woman is the glory of man. 8 For man is not from woman, but woman from 
man. 9 Nor was man created for the woman, but woman for the man. 
 
Covering of one’s head was a culturally sensitive issue. Going back to Adam and Eve, 
when man was submitted to the leadership of the Lord, they were blessed, when they 
chose to go against the commands of God they were cursed. The Lord wanted Adam 
to follow His example from the beginning. He wanted the woman to follow Adam’s 
example and they were to follow the Lord together.   
 
1 Cor 11:10 
10 For this reason the woman ought to have a symbol of authority on her head, 
because of the angels. 
 
The symbol of authority for the woman. It’s possible that the veil the women wore 
was an outward symbol that she was a person that prayed or prophesied in order.  
 
The mentioning of angels leaves us to think that Paul was speaking of creation since 
this is the context he was speaking of in these last couple of verses.  
 
In Hebrews 1:14 we read that God created the angels as ministering spirits sent to 
serve those who will inherit salvation.  
 
We read in Job 38:7 that God created angels before He began to create everything 
else. The angels witnessed creation in its making.  
 
We also know from scripture that God has had to set many people straight regarding 
His omnipotence. To Moses He said, “I AM WHO I AM!”  (Ex 3:14) 
 
To Paul “why do you persecute me?”  (Acts 9:4) 
 
To the Pharisees, “Before Abraham was, I AM.”  (Jn 8:58) 
 
To Job: 
Job 38:3-6 
3 Now prepare yourself like a man; 
I will question you, and you shall answer Me.  
 
4 "Where were you when I laid the foundations of the earth? 
Tell Me, if you have understanding.  
5 Who determined its measurements? 
Surely you know! 



 
 

 
 

Or who stretched the line upon it?  
6 To what were its foundations fastened? 
Or who laid its cornerstone,  
7 When the morning stars sang together, 
And all the sons of God shouted for joy? (this is in reference to the angels. The angels 
were praising and worshipping God.) They recognized authority. The angels know 
their place as it relates to the worship of God.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


