
 
 
 

1 Peter 1:6-12 
“Rejoicing, Even When Life Happens”  

 
This is my 2nd teaching from the book of 1 Peter. Last time we looked at the first 5 verses of 
chapter 1 as Peter drew our attention to what he called the living hope. Today I will be covering 
verses 6 - 12 
 
There are a lot of things that people try to find hope in today. Things like money, careers, 
personal accomplishments, relationships, and for some even retirement. But all these things 
are very temporary at best.  
 
But Peter reminded us in the first 5 verses, that we have an eternal hope in an inheritance 
reserved and waiting for us in heaven. So that is the goggles from which we view verses 6-12 
from.  
 

6a In this you greatly rejoice,…..  
 
The “this” that Peter is referring to is that promise of our living hope. The certainty of our 
salvation.  
 

Because we can be certain of this promise, it serves as the anchor for our faith. Even when life 
happens.  

 
Remember that Peter’s original audience for this letter, were those who were facing heavy 
persecution by the Roman government because of their faith in Jesus. As so Peter first began his 
letter by reminding them of that they had every reason to keep a heavenly perspective, while still 
enduring life here on earth.  

 
But this encouragement wasn’t just intended for them. But it serves as a reminder to us as well.  

 
Those of us who have put our faith in Jesus Christ, have the promise of salvation to hold to. 
There is nothing that we can endure now that could possibly outweigh the eternal joy and peace 
that awaits us in heaven.  

• Not to mention the fact that our current troubles are really so temporary in light of 
eternity.  

 
But here is the thing about trials in this life. Trials are not only a part of living in this life. But they 
are even a necessity of living in this life as a believer.  

 
6b - though now for a little while, if need be, you have been grieved by various trials,  

 



Peter noted: “if need be”, you may grieved by trials.  
 
Some translations say if necessary – really meaning as necessary. Indicating that there in fact a 
need for trials in the life of the believer.  
 
It is difficult thing in our culture to accept the fact that suffering has a purpose in our spiritual 
life.  
 
We readily accept the necessity this idea in other areas of life, such as working out at the gym to 
get in better condition. Or suffering through a diet in order to lose weight.  
 
But we fail to grasp the reality that God uses trials and tribulations in our lives, as believers. 
Because we often believe that being a Christian should somehow equal, having a trouble-free 
life. This is what the prosperity gospel claims.  
 
But scripture never promises such a thing. In fact scripture is very clear about the necessity of 
trails in our lives.  
 
James wrote a similar exhortation about facing trials which really parallels that of Peter’s 
exhortation.  
 

James 1:2–4 (NKJV) — 2 My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials, 3 
knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience. 4 But let patience have its perfect 
work, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing.  

 
James went as far as to say that we should not only accept that trials are necessary, but we 
should even rejoice over the reality of trials in our lives. Not because the trial itself is in any way 
enjoyable.  
But because of what will eventually result from enduring a trial with the right perspective, 
knowing that it will produce patience in our lives. Or as other translations say, endurance in our 
lives.  
 
Pastor Aaron spoke last Sunday about the necessity of having character in our lives and he used 
the example of Joseph’s character, which was revealed through the process of facing trials.  

• When is a person’s character shown for what it really is?  
o It is revealed when times are hard, not when things are easy and going well.  

 
It is often said that character is who you are when no one is looking. But I also say your character 
is who you are when times are most difficult.  

• When you get shoved into a corner by life’s circumstances, your true character will be 
revealed for what it is, regardless of whether anyone is WATCHING or not.  

 



The very best way that our character is revealed is in the face of trails. Not only is our true 
character revealed, but even more importantly, our faith is shown in the midst of those trails.  
 
And so Peter reminds his readers that we are grieved by various trials, NOT for the purpose of 
growing our faith,  but instead for the purpose of proving the faith that we already have. 

• When an exercise stress test is performed. It is not done in order to get the heart into 
shape, but instead it is done in order to reveal the shape that the heart is currently in.   

 
In the same manner, Peter says that we endure trials so: 

 
7 that the genuineness of your faith, being much more precious than gold that perishes, 

though it is tested by fire, may be found to praise, honor, and glory at the revelation of Jesus 
Christ,  

 
We are not just pawns in a chest game when we face and endure trials in our lives. Yes Satan 

would desire to tear down our faith through these trials, but God has purpose in allowing the 

trails in our lives. He wants to reveal the genuineness of our faith through the trial. Not to 

prove to God that we have faith, but that our faith would be proved or shown forth to us.  

God does not have to learn anything about us concerning our faith or anything else. He already 

knows everything. But we need to learn about our faith.  

I always say that this is where the rubber meets the road. It is when you are facing a trial in 

your life and you find yourself up against the wall. That is when you are going to find out what 

you truly believe.  

It was at times like these in my life that I was forced to ask myself, do I believe what God’s 

word says concerning my situation. When the Word says that God works all things for the good, 

for the believer. Does that mean ALL THINGS? 

In the trial, the genuineness of my faith is revealed. Now if we never had my faith tested by a 

trial, how would we know that my faith was indeed genuine?  

 
8 whom having not seen you love. Though now you do not see Him, yet believing, you rejoice 

with joy inexpressible and full of glory, 9 receiving the end of your faith—the salvation of your 
souls. 

 
True faith is not only revealed as being genuine through trials, but that true faith will manifest 
itself in action.  
 
James 2:18 (NKJV) — 18 But someone will say, “You have faith, and I have works.” Show me your 
faith without your works, and I will show you my faith by my works. 
 
True faith will always be manifested in love. A love for God first, and then for others. 



 
That is the difference between having a true faith, that results in having a relationship with Jesus, 
compared to just being religious. Going through the motion without having any real faith in God 
and therefore not having any true love for God and for others.  
 
John 13:35 (NKJV) By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one 
another.” 
 

 
It says in vs 8- that “though you do not see him yet believing, you rejoice with inexpressible 
joy”.  
 
I consider how many witnessed Jesus as he walked on this earth. Even seeing him perform 
miracles. Yet they did not believe, and therefore, they were never able to experience the joy that 
you and I have. not because we have seen Him physically, but because we have experienced 
Him spiritually. Therefore, we love him out of our faith.  
 
And it is in that faith that we receive the salvation of our souls.  

• See John 3:16 says that God sent His only Son, that who so ever believes in Him, should 
not perish but has eternal life.  

 

 
What about the blessing of perspective?  
 
We the church have the privilege of understanding the mercy and grace of the gospel from this 
side of the Cross. We have the full picture of the gospel laid out before us in the full canon of the 
scriptures. Not only in the accounts of the gospels themselves but in the epistles which give 
clarity to some of the OT prophecies about Christ. When we read that it is by His stripes that we 
are healed. We understand exactly what the Spirit meant when He inspired Isaiah to pen those 
words. I doubt that Isaiah did, when he wrote them.  
 
There were so many Old Testament Saints that were so faithful, yet they only had a glimpse of 
what we now know, concerning our salvation.  
 
I thing of men like Simeon who was led into the temple knowing that he himself would not see 
death until he had witnessed the his savior in the flesh. And as Jesus was brought to the temple 
that day, as an infant in accordance with the customs of the law. Simeon took Jesus in his arms 
and blessed God saying: 
  
Luke 2:29–32 (NKJV) — 29 “Lord, now You are letting Your servant depart in peace, According 

to Your word; 30 For my eyes have seen Your salvation 31 Which You have prepared before 

the face of all peoples, 32 A light to bring revelation to the Gentiles, And the glory of Your 

people Israel.”  



Simeon praised God over the mere glimpse that He had of God’s plan of salvation. Yet Simeon 
did not fully understood the mystery of how Jesus would bring about His salvation as our 
sacrificial lamb.  
 
He only knew that Jesus would make a way of salvation for the Gentiles and bring glory to the 
people of Israel. But He did not understand that it would be by the way of the Cross.  
 
We are privileged in having an understanding beyond any of the OT prophets or saints.  

 
10 Of this salvation the prophets have inquired and searched carefully, who prophesied of the 

grace that would come to you, 11 searching what, or what manner of time, the Spirit of Christ who 
was in them was indicating when He testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ and the glories 
that would follow. 12 To them it was revealed that, not to themselves, but to us they were 
ministering the things which now have been reported to you through those who have preached 
the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven—things which angels desire to look into. 
 

Even the angels did not understand God’s plan of salvation at the time that Jesus stepped into 

His creation. 

And so bringing everything back to perspective -  

Yes life happens. Yet, we can endure our trials and tribulations, knowing that 1st, they are so 

temporary. But also we face them in light of the eternal promises that we have received in 

Jesus Christ.  

It is this faith that ensures our salvation and confirms that all the eternal promises are for us.  

As I close I want to share from the Apostle Paul – which captures the same heart as Peter 

concerning having a correct perspective in facing trials in this life.  

 

 

2 Corinthians 4:16–18 (NKJV) — 16 Therefore we do not lose heart. Even though our outward 

man is perishing, yet the inward man is being renewed day by day. 17 For our light affliction, 

which is but for a moment, is working for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory, 

18 while we do not look at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen. For 

the things which are seen are temporary, but the things which are not seen are eternal.  

 

Close in prayer -  


