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This exploration of Palm Sunday invites us to experience the triumphal entry with fresh eyes, seeing it as those
who lived it did—without knowing the ending. We discover that the crowds welcoming Jesus into Jerusalem
carried heavy historical baggage: memories of the Maccabean revolt that had freed them from oppression
just generations earlier, and the story of King Jehu whose coronation involved cloaks laid on the ground
before swift and violent conquest. Against this backdrop, Jesus' choice to enter on a humble donkey rather
than a war chariot becomes profoundly significant. The disciples and crowds expected political liberation,
military victory, and immediate restoration of God's kingdom. Instead, within days, they faced devastating
disappointment as Jesus was arrested and crucified. This message challenges us to wrestle with a crucial
question: How do we handle disappointment when God's plan looks nothing like what we expected? We
learn that God never promised to reconcile everything here on earth—that's reserved for eternity. More
importantly, we're reminded that God often has a bigger, different, and better plan than we can imagine.
When our prayers go unanswered the way we hoped, when doors close that seemed perfectly aligned with
God's will, we haven't slipped off God's radar. Sometimes what feels like being lost or forgotten is actually
God positioning us exactly where we need to be for purposes we can't yet see.
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“When | look at the story of Jesus entering Jerusalem on a donkey, it
points me to see a God with a plan that's bigger. A God with a plan that

when we are disappointed and devastated and let down, we can
remember that God is bigger.”

Remember...



